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Sundays in Tuskegee: 
Trouble at the Church 

BY MARTHA HONEY 

TUSKEGEE--This city is often men­
tioned in Alabama as a model of raCIal 
harmony. But the past few SUnday mor­
nings, things have notbeensoharmonJous. 

Negroes and whites, led by members of 
the Tuskegee Institute AdVancement Lea­
gue (TIAL), tried to attend threeall-white 
churches in town on June 26 and July 11. 

The Baptist, Methodist and Presbyter­
Ian churches shut and barred their doors 
to the integrated group. 

In June, one TIAL group went to theMe­
thodist church, where an usher told them 
they would "break up the congregation" It 
they entered. 

George Ware, 25, head of TIAL, told the 
usher: 

"If as Christians you deny otherChrls­
Uans the right to enter the house of God, 
then your congregation is already broken 
uP." 

The usher refus~d to discuss the issue 
further. 

SOUTHERN COURIER photographers 
twice were attacked whUe coverlng the in­
tegration attempts. 
• On July 4- - when the planned demonstra­
tion was called off--Miss Altonia Baker, 
20, was slapped a number of times by a 
woman from the Baptist congregation who 
didn't want her picture taken. 

Miss Baker retreated as the woman was 
ushered away by other church-goers. 

The following SUnday Robert stein had 
h1s motion Picture camera dashed to the 
ground by three white men who attacked 
him outside the Methodist church. 

According to witnesses, a sher1f1's car 
passed during the scuftle, but the officer in 
the car ignored calls for help. 

One ~ those locked out of the Presbyter­
ian church in June was Mrs. Betty Hender­
son. Her husband, James, is head of the 
Tuskegee Institute biology department and 
a member of the Presbyterian Synod ~ 
Alabama. 

Not knowing about the demonstration, 
she had come to the church to present a 
Synod statement calling for Integration of 
all Presbyterian churches in Alabama. 

Mrs. Henderson read the statement to 
an usher. It sald in part that" ••• no one 
shall be excluded from partiCipation in 
publlc worship in the Lord's House on the 
groufld of race, color or class.1i 

But the ushers refused to unlock the 
doors. They sald it was "adecislon of the 
church not to let them in. It ls written in 
the rules of the church." 

After the Presbyterian serVice, how­
ever, the Rev. steve Bacon, or Decatur, 
G2.., guest pastor, spoke to the cemoutra­
tors. He said he had not been told that 
they were outside the chUrch. 

The Rev. Mr. Bacon said he was sorry 
the Negro and white youths had not been al­
lowed in, but he beHeved the lock-out 
did represent" the will of some in the con­
gregation. " 

He sald, however, that he hoped" soon 
the \l'hole body of Christ would be joined." 
Then he led the group in a prayer. 

Two of the five members of the Tuskegee 
city council are Negroes, in a community 
where Negro voters actually outnumber 
whites. 

Last November, a 54-member bl-raclal 
commission was formed to work out 
Tuskegee's integration problems peace­
fUlly. 

But some have felt the bi-racial com­
mission and the councll are moving too 
slowly on Integration. 

This spring, a group of Negroes pick­
eted a local A&P store because no Ne-

Negroes Get To 
Hear Jim Clark 

HUNTSVILLE--Dallas County Sheriff 
Jim Clark had to jump back last week in 
Huntsville. 

groes were employed there. 
In early June, a group of Negroes tried 

to integrate the all-white swimming POOl. 
The pool Is still shut down. 

Sam Younge, 20, a TIAL officer and 
Tuskegee Institute student, said church 
integration efforts would continue. 

A TIAL group will go back every Sun­
day, he sald, "unUl and after Negroes are 
allowed to worship in these churches." 

Local Merchant 
Views Tuskegee 

TUSKEGEE--Bernie cohn, a leading 
Tuskegee merchant, looked across his 
store where four whites and three Negroes 
were working. 

"The way to get along in this world is not 
to see how much you can destroy but how 
much you can bulld," he sald. 

"I think Tuskegee could beat the South 
in racial integration It It made up its mind 
too-with Tuskegee Institute and the Ve­
erans Administration we've got thepeople 
here who've got the brains to do it. 

"You can not exactly set a time table for 
these things, but you've got to set a se­
quence of events and once one is accom­
plished, don't lag •••• 

"I have great hopes for Tuskegee. But 
it's not going to be easy. Itwoo't be over­
night, and it won't be without stepplngona 
lot of people's toes." 

A yftJ' WO, COhn Bald, fte IUd tlot have 
this hope for Tuskegee. 

He recalled that in 1957 (fa handful at 
politicians" had changed the town's boun­
daries in an effort to keep Negroes from 
voting in local elections. At that time, 
Cohn sald, "TUskegee became the only 26-
sided town in the world." 

The Negro community reacted by boy­
cotting TUskegee stores~ Cohn sald. Al­
though most merchants had not known all 
about the boundary scheme, he said, "we 
now had no choice but to rally behind the 
segregatlontst stand in order to keep our 
white customers." 

Shortly after the boycott started, Cohn 
was appointed by his long-time friend, 
former Gov. John Pattersoo, to serve on 
the Tuskegee Institute Board of Trustees. 

"This was the beginning of the kindling 
of the fire within me to work to improve 
race relations," he sald. 

However, he sald, race relations again 
blew up when the federal courts ordered 
Tuskegee public schools integrated in the 
tall of 1963. 

"A handfUl of very irresponsible white 
people who probably had the old fear that 
maybe a Nejro w0!1ld outshine their ch1id 
sent a petition to Gov. Wallace. 

"That was all George needed," Cohn 
sald. Within a week, the public school was 
close<: for a year and a white private 
school--Macon Academy--was opened. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 
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Sardis Farmer Waits for the Vote 
BY DAVID M. GORDON 

SELMA--During the five speciat days of 
voter registration in Dallas County last 
week, a 58-year-old farmer from Sardis 
went down to the courthouse to try to re­
gister. 

The farmer can't read or write. He can 
only sign his name, and It was his first try 
at registering. 

As he was walting in the registration 
line, a friend of hiS, who can't read or 
write either, went on into the registration 
room to face the board at registrars. 

The friend came back out after about a 
minute. He had been yelled at by the re­
gistrars because of his illiteracy. 

The farmer turned right around when he 
heard about his friend's treatment and went 
home. 

"I wouldn't go inSide to face those re­
gistrars, because I didn't want any embar­
rassment," he sald this week. "I know 
I can't write, and I didn't want any confu­
sion. I don't want to be pushed around." 

Now, me tarmer is Wafting for the fed­
eral voting rights bill to be passed. Able 
to sign his name, he w1l1 go right back to 
tile courthouse and register without any 
trouble. 

The farmer, a heavy-set muscular man, 
wants the right to vote because he wants to 
put officials like Dallas County Sheriff Jim 
Clark out of office. 

"I do want to hit him so hard," he sald. 
"I want a man in office who could do right." 

Because of his illiteracy, the farmes 
knows he can't do anything until thevotlng 
rights b11l is passed. He wants other Ne­
groes who can read and write to put pres­
sure on the county untll the bill gets 
through: 

"Those what can go now, should pull it 
out for the rest of us. 

"And It the b1ll never gets passed, at 
least my children will be able to register. 
I don't have tnne to fight for our rights 
now, because I'm trying to get my children 
tile learning that will let them register." 

Tile farmer has one daughter--28 year. 
old--and two step-children. All or them 
have finished or are finishing school. The 
farmer wants them to make up for what he 
missed. 

He was born in Perry County on his 
father's farm, and left school after the se­
cond grade to help on the farm. Hts parents 
needed help, he said, because there were a 
lot at mouthS to feed. He was one of 27 
children. 

He moved wlth his wlte to their 4O-acre 
farm In Dallas County in 1949. He pays 
$150 rent a year to h1s landlord, who, he 
sald, "doesn't boss me around." 

He's happy ralsing his cotton, corn,cu­
cumbers and peas, but he won't be com­
pletely happy until that voting rights bill 
gets passed. 

"It's going to keep on being tough for 
us," he said, "untll we can put the men we 
want in office. I want to help the only way 
I can afford to ••• by getting that right to 
vote." 

Counties Observe Special 
Senate and H?use 5-Day Registration Period 
Pass Vote B"lls; . fI 

Capital Report 

Conference Next 
WASHINGTON--Both the u.s. Senate and 

the House of Representatives have passed 
b1l1s designed to give all citizens, white 
and Negro, the right to vote. 

Final passage of the voting rights bill 
Is expected within a month. 

The House passed a voting b1ll1ast Fri­
day, 333 to 85. The Senate passed a 
slightly different b1ll six weeks ago by a 
vote of 77 to 19. 

Now senators and Representatives must 
work out the differences in the two bills, 
and each house must vote again on the 
final bill. 

The bill passed by the House of Repre­
sentatives would do the following: 

1. STOP LITERACY TESTS and other 
methods used to deny the vote in Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and 34 North Carolina counties. 

(These are areas where less than half 
the eligible citizens registered or voted in 
the November, 1964, election.) 

2. AUTHORIZE FEDERAL EXAMINERS 
in these areas. The examiners would re­
gister people who would have been re­
ilstered before, It they had not been stop­
ped because of their race. 

3. MAKE OFFICIALS IN THESE AREAS 
COME TO WASHINGTON and convince a 
three-judge federal court that they have 
stopped discriminating. OtherWise, the 
federal examiners would keep on regis­
tering voters. 

4. LET THE U.S. ATTORNEY GEN­
ERAL GO TO THE COURTS toenddiscri­
minatlon against Negro voters in other 
areas. 

5. SEND PEOPLE WHO THREATENVo­
TERS TO JAIL. 

The House bill also has an anti-poll tax 
provision, but the Senate bill does not. 

U this provision stays in the final bill, 
no community coUld require citizens topa~ 
a poll tax before voUng. 

Passage of the bUl in the House came 
less than four months after the march trom 
Selma to Montgomery. 

After the march, President Johnson 
asked Congress to pass a law enforc:IDg 
the Fltteenth Amendment, which gives all 
citizens the right to vote, regardless of 
race or color. 

In the House, 221 Democrats voted tor 
the bUl, and 61 voted against it. One hun­
dred twelve Republicans were for the bill, 
and 24 aga1ns t it. 

Some 22 Southern Democrats voted for 
the bill, including representatives from 
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee, 
Texas and Virginia. 

All of Alabama's congressmen voted 
against the bill. 

A long Une of Negroes stood in front ~ 
the Marengo County Courthouse in Linden, 
walting to register to vote. 

It was a hotday. Most of the prospective 
vo.rs were crowded together from 8a.m. 
untU5 p.m. in a small room, in front of the 
clnsed door to the registration office. 

Those who couldn't get Inslde the court­
house remained in an orderly line under the 
glaring sun. They didn't leave for the 
drinking fountain, lavatory or shade except 
during the registrars' hour lunch break. 

Meanwhile, inside the registration 
room, six Negroes at a time were doing 
wllat a 30-year-old farmer called "the 
hardest work I ever did in my lite." They 

NAACP Attempts 

To See Wallace 
PIRMINGHAM--Alaiama NAACP ottl­

cials have made a second attempt to dis­
cuss their state-wide voter registration 
drive with Gov. George Wallace. 

Their t1rst attempt toarrangeameeting 
with Wallace was a letter sent to the go­
vernor more thaD a month ago by Dr. 
John W. Nixon, president of the Alabama 
NAACP. That letter has not been an­
swered. 

Nixon sent a second letter two weeks 
ago, again emphasizing that a meeting with 
Wallace could create a peaceful atmo­
sphere for civil rights work. 

In the second letter, Nixon criticized 
Wallace for action that "bars Negroes 
from the right to vote." 

"Instead of an answer (to the first let­
ter), we have learned that the books of the 
Montgomery County Board of Registrars 
will be closed during July and August," 
Nixon said in the second letter to Wallace. 

"SUrely this circumvention of Negro ef­
forts to register could not have gone on 
under your nose without your having know­
ledge of it." 

Nixon sald that It Wallace does not re­
ply to the se,cond letter, a third and final 
one will be written. After that, Nlxon sald, 
the NAACP w1ll use" other means" to con­
tront Wallace. 

The NAACP (National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People) is 
trying to get 100,000 Negro voters regis­
tered in Alabama this summer. 

The registration drive is the NAACP's 
tirst civU rights project in Alabama since 
the organization was banned from the state 
eight years ago. 

Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
Unanimously that Alabama had no legal 
basis for banning the NAACP. 

were required to take a four-page test. 
At one POint, a registrar called out, 

"Annie Mae Smith?" 
Miss Smith, hands quivering, answered 

back in a loud but shaky voice. "Yes, sir." 
"Tear out a sheet of paper from this 

book, Annie." 
The "Annie" made her glance up quick­

ly. She started to speak but changed her 
mind. 

As the registration slowly went on, 
County Registration Commlssion Chair­
man~. Elsberry observed: 

"They can oniy till out the questionnaire 
because they were taught to memorize 
it. Lots of them can't evenfillit out after 
theY've been to school. But they can'tan­
swer simple questions about the Constitu­
tion." 

Under the federal voting rights bill, 
people trying to register wouldn't have to 
till out anything but their name and ad­
dress. 

When the registration office closed tor 
the day, 69 of the 170 prospective voters 
had been processed. Most of the otherS 
sald they would return the next day. 

"1'11 come here every day to register, 
unW I drop," said one elderly woman. ••• 

There were scenes. like this allover 
Alabama lut week. It waa a 9pec!al five­
day registration period, required under 
Alabama law. 

In some counties, Negroes ran into dIt­
flculties when they tried to register. In 
others, record numbers of Negroes were 
processed. 

The U.S. Justice Department and the 
Lowndes County Voter RegistrationBoard 
worked out an agreement uilder which the 
county got rid of its l1teracy test, at least 
for the five-day period. 

However, many Negroes were unaware 
ot the agreement, and a falrly smallnum­
ber took advantage of it. 

In Dallas County. about 800 Negroes 
were processed in the five-day period. 
This was many more than were ever 
processed before. 

The lines moved slowly in D,allas County, 
but evidence of discrimination was rare. 

Negroes in Dallas compla!ned that white 
people were allowed to sit down inside 
whUe Negroes Wafted out in the sun. 

Some N~roes also charged that some 
white people were shown how to fill out 
reglstratlon forms. 

In Mobile County, the special period 
didn't matter, because the registrar's of­
fice is always open the first flve days of 
each month. 

However, SCOPE workers persuaded 
more people than usual to take the voter 
test. Only 20 of 90 Negroes passed the 
test. 

WAITING TO voTE 

Pickets Sprayed 
With Tear Gas 
In Marengo Jail 

BY MARSHALL BLOOM 
LINoEN--Negro prisCliers were tear­

gassed in their cells here after being ar­
rested under the Alabama boycott law. 

The Rev. Samuel D. Wells, Marengo 
county director for the Southern Chris­
tian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and 
one of those arrested, said: 

" ... the sherltf came and sprayed tear­
gas into the cell, so close that drops 
burned my sk1n." 

Sherltf T. Wilmer Shields admitted using 
tear gas on his prisoners. 

"I only used one or two squlrts--just 
enough tor them to ralse hell about it," 
the sheriff said. 

The 18 DemopoUs Negroes were ar­
rested July 2 for allegedly violating state 
laws agajllSt boycotting orald1llgboycotts. 
The Rev. Wells was ;eleased on bond the 
next day, but the others, mostly teen­
agers, remained in the county jall. 

According to Demopolis Pollce Chief 
Albert E. cooper, 16 of the Negroes were 
arrested while picketing on lIle property 
of Food Falr or A&P supermarkets. 

The picketers carried ,signs saying: 
"Don't Buy Where You Can't Worko" 
"One Man, One Vote." 
"We Have Been Bagg~ed for Too 

Long." 
Cooper sald another youth was arrested 

at the Morningstar Baptist Church while 
pain11ng a Sign, and the Rev. Wells was 
arrested while watching the signs being 
made. 

The Rev. Wells charged that jailors 
treated the prisoners in an "un-Ameri­
can" way. 

"Three ll- and 13-year-old Children, in­
cluding one asthmatic, were put in a 
sweat box for about half an hour because 
they were slnging," he sald. 

"When I questioned this, I was told 
it was none of my bUSiness. Sowe started 
singing." 

Then, he said, the tear gas was used. 
Sherltf Shields explained that he had 

moved Shme chUdren to "solltary" in the 
back of the jall after they shouted" nasty 
remarks" at passers-by. 

He said he d,ec1ded to use tear gas on 
the other prisoners because they were 
making a disturbance, violating the rules 
of the Jall. Clark, along with other leaders from the 

White C1Uzens' CounCil, met in Huntsville 
to discuss the events leading up to..the 
march from Selma to Montgomery. 

But they had to take "White" out of the 
group's title before they could go on. 
Six Negroes, led by Dr. John cashin, a 
local dentist and civil rights leader, calm­
ly walked up to Big Spring Community 
Center in an etfort to attend the meeting. 

Selma Wonders After Reese Arrest 

When the registrars ranoutofregistra­
tion blanks the first day in Bullock county, 
local civil rights groups protested strong­
lYe So there was an extra registration day 
this week. 

Reportedly, Justice Department off!­
clals were watching Lowndes, Dallas, 
Montgomery, Macon, Bullock and Elmore 
counties during the five-day period. 

The Rev. Wells also said he was sur­
prised by the boycott charges, because 
"the mayor gave us permission to picket 
on the morning we were arrested." 

"This meeting is only tor members and 
their guests," the Negroes were told by 
Leonard Wilson, president of the Alabama 
Citizens' CounCil, and Joseph T. Conwell, 
president of the Madison county Citizens' 
Council. 

"This meeting is in a public building 
paid for by tax money," Cashin answered. 

"Well, tax on out of here," Conwell re­
torted. 

Wilson asked cashin, who was standing 
In the doorway, to move. Cashin nodded to 
Huntsville Police Chief Floyd Dyer, who 
was standing nearby. "If the police chief 
tells me to move, I'll move," Cashin sald. 

Wilson asked Dyer to make the Negroes 
leave, but the chief refUsed. 

"I don't have the authority to tell them to 
move," Dyer sald. "There are no segre­
gation laws in Huntsville, and I have to 
operate under the law." 

So Cashin and company were seated--not 
at the back ot the room, as the Citizens' 
Council ushers had hoped, but closer to the 
front in seats of their own chOOSing. 

The rest of the meeting was an anti-cll­
max. Clark and his race-baiting friends 
made several attempts to harrassandem­
barrass the Negroes, but cashin and the 
others stuck 11 out. 

Most of Clark's speech dealt withfami­
liar charges: Communists in the civil 
rights movement, obscenities commltted 
by demonstrators, and disrespect for the 
law. 

"Some mes I wanted to make a state­
ment t d have made him look ridi­
culous," C hin said after the meeting. 

"But he did it himse11, didn't lie?" 

SELMA--Civll rights leaders in Selma 
are trying to hold the Negro community 
together after last week's Indictment of 
the president of the Dallas county Voters 
League. 

The Rev. FrederickD.Reese, 36,presl­
dent of the DCVL, a 20-year-oldlocalNe­
gro organization, was arrested by Selma 
pollce July 7. 

He was immediately indicted by the Dal­
las County grand Jury on charges of embez­
zling $1,850 from the DCVL. 

Wilson Baker, Selma's director of publlc 
safety, signed the warrant for the Rev. 
Reese's arrest. He says he has copies ~ 
checks donated to the DCVL and then de­
posited in a Montgomery bank account to 
cover some of the Rev. Reese's personal 
expenses. 

According to tile Associated Press, the 
Rev. Reese has sald that "any money spent 
was authorized." He is out of jal1 oh $5,000 
bond. 

The DCVL is aff1l1ated with the Rev. 
Martin Luther King's Southern Chrlstillr 
Leadership Conference (SCLC). SCLC 
leaders, including the Rev. King, jum~d 
to the Rev. Reese's defense. 

The Rev. Ralph David Abernathy, na­
tional vice-president of SCLC, spoke to a 
huge crowd at Brown's Chapel the night 
of the Rev. Reese's arrest. 

"I'm not saying he did or did not steal 
the mooey," said the Rev. Abernathy. 
"At this ttme, we have no reason to doubt 
the integrity of Reverend .Reese .... 

"We wilil support him untll they come up 
with something else. He doesn't need to 
steal moneY-owe Will give it to him." 

At a secood mass meejing the next night, 
local civil rights leaders repeated the Rev. 
Abernathy's call for unity. 

The Rev. Harold Middlebrook, SCLC 

REESE'S CAR MOBBED AFTER ms RELEASE FROM JAIL 

project director inSelma,aga1nsaidSCLC 
was supporting the Rev. Reese "at this 
time." 

The Rev. Middlebrook and others also 
accused Selma police of trylng to wreck 
the civll rights movement. They criticized 
Baker's investigation of local civil ri~hts 
fUnds. 

When Baker returned this week from his 
investigation in Northern ciUes, he hinted 
that there might be more indictments 
against the Rev. Reese. 

"Wfl will present the results of our in­
vestlcatioo to the grand jury," he said. 

Many Selma ,people supported the Rev. 
Rfllse. 

"I don't care what facts they get," said 

a 17-year-old girl. "I think he's innocent 
because he's a man I respect." 

A middle-aged man agreed: 
"I'll stake my life on it. Everyone is be­

hind Reverend Reese." 
Mrs. Amella Boynton,a widely-admired 

clvil rights leader, saidSelmapol1cewere 
trying to "destroy us, to handle us as they 
do a child. I think this wtll cause the Ne­
groes to get closer together." 

The Rev. Reese's arrest came after 
several monthS of complaints amonglocal 
Negroes about the leaden of the DCVL. 
It is run by a five-mansteering committee. 

Ta.llt about the leadership came into the 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 

Further federal action may result from 
their observations. 

"I still think the mayor will try to 
come through or do something. I don't 
think he would deliberately trick us," 
sald the Rev. Wells, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE) 

Major State 
Seek Vote 

1ti~hts ~ojects 

Registration, Education 
Last sprlng thousands marched into 

Montgomery to aonounce that Alabma Ne­
groes intended to get the vote. Now civil 
richts groups are digging into the hard 
work of making the march leaders' fine 
words come true. 

In several Black Belt counties local 
Alabamans have invited Northern volun­
teers to help set up SCOPE (Summer Com­
munity Organization and Poll tical Educa­
Uoo) proJects. 

SCOPE Will work on registering voters, 
and then on finding qualltied Negroes to 
run tor local offices. 

SNCC PROJECTS 

The SNCC (Student NonviolentCoordina­
Ung Commtttee)fieid staff has started pro­
Jects In a number of Black Belt areas. 
SNCC workers talk more about "com­
munity organization" than about "voter 
regtstraUon." 

SNCC wants to organize citizens to do 
something about their problems. That 
"somethiDs" might be registering voters 
or buildiDg pIaygrounds--whatever the 
community wan~. 

Two hundred forty NAACP (National 

Association for the AdVancement of Co­
lored people) volunteers are going door­
to-door in Montgomery, Birmingham, Do­
than and other Cities, asking people to re­
gister to vote. 

Two programs are attacking the basic 
and d1fficult problem of education. 

TUSKEGEE PROGRAM 

In the Tuskegee Institute summer Edu­
cation Project (SEP), 700 students are in­
volved in a 13-week tutoring program for 
3,000 adults and school dropouts. SEP 
is flnanCedbya $500,000 grantfrom Presi­
dent JOhnsqp's anti-poverty program. 

SEP tutors give classes in almost three 
dozen Negro schools and churches in 10 
eastern Alabama counties. 

VISION 

In Huntsville, Anniston, Gadsden, Eutaw, 
Greensboro, Tuscaloosa, Mobile, Selma 
and Birmingham, VISION volunteers are 
tutoring 11th aJl,d 12th grade students to do 
college work. 

These are some of the state-wide pro­
Jects in Alabama this summer. Thereare 
many other locallJld rerlODal programs. 
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Advertising Manager; Joel M, Noe 

July 16. 1965 Vol, r, No. I 

A Paper for the People 
This is the first issue of the SOUTHERN COURIER. a 

weekly newspaper tb.at is being distributed to thousands 
of people across the state of Alabama. 

The SOUTHE RN COURIER is an independent newspaper. 
Our only, responsibility is to our readers. the people of 
Alabama. And our chief concern is the crucial problems 
that confront Alabamans. We hope to provide accurate 
information about these problems. and to supply a means 
of communication for the people who are trying to solve 
them. 

The SOUTHERN COURIER is independent of itsadver­
tisers, of politicians. of dogma. and of any particular 
group or organization. We will point out. merits, and de­
merits wherever we find them. treatIng whItes and 
Negroes alike. . , 

There are certain basic principles in which thiS news­
paper believes. We believe that all men are entitled to 
the equal protection of the laws and to equal justice in the 
courts. We believe that all men are entitled to equal ed­
ucational opportunities. We believe that the interests of 
all people are best served by a democratic system of 
government--and this means that all men, regardless of 
race. color, or creed. are entitled to the right to vote. 

With these principles in mind, the SOUTHERN COURIER 
cannot ignore the fact that most of Alabama's Negroes 
are denied these basic equalities. Therefore we will 
publish information to help erase the injustices of segre­
gation and prejudice. 

Another major problem that Alabamans face is the 
change from a rural to an industrial economy. Such a 
-change is painful. espeqJally for those citizens who are 
forced to leave the land but cannot find their rightful 
place in the offices and factories of the cities. This. too 
is a problem which the SOUTHERN COURIER will 
examine. 

Education and politics are also under new pressures 
in Alabama. While the state is trying to expand and im­
prove its school system. only 101 Alabama Negroes attend 
school with whites. In politics. the state is beginning to 
show signs of two-party activity. This change also de­
serve s our attention. 

While the SOUTHE RN C OURIE R trie s to fulfill its 
responsibilities to its readers. we hope that you, the 
reader. will feel a responsibility towards us. T..his is a 
new paper, experimental in many ways. And pl!Ct of the 
experiment is to create a newspaper that responds to the 
needs of its readers. 

If you have ideas and criticisms that will help us pro­
duce a bette,r paper. by all means write us a letter or 
tell your suggestion to your local SOUTHERN COURIER 
reporter l;)r representative. If you know of a story that 
should be reported. let us know about it. Our only purpose 
is to serJle you. and only you can tell us if we're doing 
the job. 

The Doctor Says 

How to 
What's 

Tell the Doctor 
Wrong With You 

BY WILLIAM W. STEWART, M.D., F.A.C,O.G. 

"Doctor, I'm sick," These few words, 
wh11e well-meaning and well-intended to 
describe many of our 111s. are just that-­
a few words, Actually they do little to 
paint the picture the physician needs to 
figure out what is wrong with you. 

Therefore, I think it would be a good 
idea to begin our diSCUSSions with just 
plain "talking to the doctor." We hope 
that in the fUture you will ask questions 
that we can answer in later columns, We 
shall select questions of interest to the 
most people and general questions of pub­
I1c interest. 

For spec1f1c medical problems. by all 
means see your family phY _'lcian. and re­
member that it helps JU- t to "talk to the 
doctor." 

We are going to list what physicians 
consider the "cardinal symptoms of dis­
ease." It is up to the doctor to evaluate 
each of these symptoms as they relate to 
you, put Ulem all together, and give them 
a name (diagnosis). Then he must pro­
ceed to recommeDd treatment. But 11 t. 

~ 
your HlPOD8lbUity to tell him all that you 
CIII about yourseU. 

Tile first and probably moat famUfar 
of all .ymptom. i. PAIN. Tbls iIIclUdes 
pain cl lIlY IOrt, I.e., headache, lOre 
throat. pain In the chest, stomacb. ba~ 
)olnle, arm. or lep. Your phy.lcian wlll 
wlllt to IaIaw IOmeth1Dr about the pain: 

How long have you had this pain? 
How did it f1rst start , 
What were you · doing at the Ume­
HaS It moved or does it move? 
Is It a sharp, dull, throbbing or aching 

pain? 
Is the paln severe enough to awaken you 

from sleep? 
Is it continuous (all the time) or occa­

sional (of! and on l 
What makes it worse (or better) -_ 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE) 

FralDers of 
BY CLIFFORD DURR 

MONTGOMERY --Our government is 
one of calculated risks, a gamble 11 you 
please. It stakes its very existence on a 
trust In people, in their innate decency 
and intelligence, and in their ablUty to 
work out a good way ofl1lefor themselves 
and each other between the hammer and an­
vil of conflicting Ideas and interests. 

The only condition of this trust is that 
thev be given complete freedom to know and 
to think; to test, inquire, and compare; to 
exchange Information and ideas with each 
other; to assemble peacefully and to pro­
test when the occasion arises. To the ti­
mid the gamble may seem too risky and the 
stakes too illgh. But we take 11 or we re~ 
ject our form of government. 

The U,S, Constitution and the Bm of 
Rights were not adopted In a time of peace 
and domestic tranqu1lity, Independence 
had just been won through war, and there 
was full awareness that fUrther war might 
be necessary to preserve it. French and 
Spanish, as well as British, troops were 
JUit beyond the still uncertain borders cj 
the DeW natiOll, IIId its frontiers were con­
stantly harrassed by hosUle Indian tribes. 

Nor was there any lack of awareness cj 
the dangers of internal .ubversion. To­
ries, who had recently demonstrated their 
loyalty to the now allen iCveroment of Ene­
land, were at large. The "agents" 01. 
toreign ,overnments moved treeIy about 
the country and "alien" ideas were r1le. 

Alabama Opinion; I 

Negroes, White. 
Make Progress 
In Birmingham 

B'r U,W, CLEMON 

BlRMINGHAM--Two year - ago, the city 
of B1rmlngham had not yet recovered from 
the mass demonstrations, A year ago. 
she found herself trying to adjust to the 
newly enacted Civll Rights Act of 1964. 
Today, Birmingham seems to be started 
on a cour"e towards racial harmony and 
progress, 

There 1S a feel1ng of opumism on the 
part of a great number of Birmingham 
C1tizens, both white and Negro. Although 
many Negroes are not quUe satisfied with 
the stp.tus quo, they are reas -ured of bet­
ter things ahead as they recount the galns 
that have been made over the last couple 
of year". 

The local white leader, hip has aban­
doned its policy of segregation at all costs 
and ha9<made severalfriendiy ge -tures to­
wards the Negro community, 

In a city which was, just two years ago, 
described as being "the most thoroughiy 
segregated big city In the nation," many 
signs of progress can be seen. 

The public uWity companies have now 

hired Negroes in poslUons other than the 
lowliest ones, 

The predicted hard core cj resistance to 
the publ1c accomodatlons section of the 
Civil Rights Act has not materialized-­
many Negroes now regularly attend the 
downtown movies and concerts without in­
ciden!, 

The "colored" and "white" signs have 
been removed from the drlnktng and rest 
room facillties. The reports of pollee bru­
tality are not nearly so rampant as they 
used to be, 

Although Negro pol1cemen have not yet 
been hired, the Negro community is not 
considerably alarmed, Many realize that 
the better quallfied Negroes simply donot 
seek these jobs. There are, by and large. 
conSiderable grounds for optimism on the 
part of the people. 

Along with the optimism, however, is a 
powerful determination to accelerate the 
move toward raci41 progress, The Negro 
community, which composes one-third 01. 
the population of the City, has less than a 
tenth of its potential voters registered, 

Therefore, the local chapter of the 
NAACP and the Miles College voter re­
gistration projects have launched vDter 
registration campalgns which wUl continue 
throughout the summer. 

lf the aims of this campalgn are realized 
(and the voting rights bill is enacted) the 
Negro vote In Birmingham could very well 
become decisive in the politics of the City. 

When a sufficient numbe1 ot its people 
are registered, the Negro community w111 
have overcome Its greatest handicap, and 
the optimism which it now shows w111 be 
justified, 

(U,W, Clemon graduated from Miles Col­
lege In Birmingham this June, He w1ll 
start Columbia Law School in the fall.) 

Civil RiBhts Roundup 

CORE Finds Durham Is Changed; 
Demonstrations Begin in Bogalusa 

B\ ELLEN LAKE 

Four years ago the Congress of Racial 
Equality organized a boycott of the stores 
in downtown Durham (N,C,) to force them 
to hire Negro salesmen. 

Last week. when the national CORE con­
vention met in Durham, its delegates 
found themselves welcomed by the city 
with open arms. 

"Welcome CORE. Stop in for a visit 
with us." read signs in more than 25 of the 
downtown stores. 

In other ways, too, Durham had changed 
from five years ago, when it was a CORE 
battleground. S.H. Kress Variety Store 
was serving Negroes at its lunch counter 
when the delegates arrived. In 1960 two 
Negro demonstrators were beaten and 86 
others were jailed, when they sat in at 
Kress' segregated lunch counters. 

Durham also has Negro policemen and a 
Negro city councilman. 

But the C ORE delegates did not spend 
much time admiring Durham integration. 
In fact. they voted to turn away from the 
direct action tactics which they had used 
in Durham--sit-in demonstrations, pick­
eting, and boycotts. Instead, C ORE work­
ers will devote more time to politics. 

This will mean setting up community 
projects. like those of SNCC (Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee), in 
both the North and the South, to make Ne­
groes a force for political and community 
change. In 'addition. C ORE will encourage 
more Freedom Democratic Parties like 
the one in Mississippi. 

Why the switch? The old methods, ex­
plained James Farmer. CORE national 
director, "won us the right to eat ham­
burgers at lunch counters, and is winning 
us the right to vote. but has not basically 
affected the life of the average Negro." 

* * * Four days after the CORE delegates 
voted to make a "major assault" on segre­
gation in Bogalusa, La., violence exploded 
in that racially tense town. 

A Negro shot and badly wounded a white 
man who had attacked him following a civil 
rights march through downtown Bogalusa. 
The police arrested both the alleged as­
sailant and a second man. Both were be­
lieved to be members of the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice. an armed Negro 
group organized to protect Negroes and 
civil rights workers. 

The shooting occurred as 400 ,Negroes 
and a few whites headed back to the Ne­
gro section after marching on City Hall to 
protest against segregation. 

They were all singing freedom songs. 
when one of the white on-lookers hit Hat­
tie Mae Hill. a 17-year-old Negro girl, in 
the head with a bottle. She and a white 
nurse from the Medical Committee for Hu­
man Rights attempted to get into a C adiUac 
owned by a Negro taxicab company. The 
car was accompanying the marchers. 

Just then. a white man came up to the 
two Negro men in the front seat of the car 
and began to punch them both in the face. 
Two shots rang out. and the white man 
fell to the ground. ' 

That march. the first in more than two 
months, has clearly opened the dem,onstra­
tion season in Bogalusa. On Sunday 500 
white segregationists and 600 Negroes 
paraded separately through the city. Both 
demonstrations were protected by nearly 
400 policemen, armed with submachine 
guns, shotguns. and tear gas. 

* * * 
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. re­

cently declared that the United States must 
negotiate an end to the war it is fighting 
in Vietnam. 

"It is worthless to talk about integrating 
if there is no world to integrate in." the 
civil rights leader said, "We're not going 
to defea:t communism with bombs and guns 
and gases ... We can beat communism with 
democracy, if we can make democracy 
work." he declared. 

The Rev. King said that he would con­
sidpr holding rallies against the Vietnam 
war, just like the civil rights meetings he 
has led for ten year s. Instead of the sit-ins 
and pray-ins that rights demonstrators 
have participated in over the years. the 

Alabama Opinion: 11 
Nobel peace Prize winner may begin 
teach-Ins. Teach-ins are meetings at 
which a number of teachers debate about 

Constitution Took "Big Gamble" 
The memory of the perfldlty of Benedict dom would be the best protectlon for their 
Arnold was st111 fresh, and Shay's Rebel- government and country, because they 
110n was Virtually a current event. would have a stake worth protecting. 

Yet, notwithstanding the dangers con- The dark pages of our history have been 
fronting the new nation, our founding written by fearful men, temporarlly In 
fathers made no eUort to draw any fine charge f1 our government, who have 
balance between the Constitutional ~afe- doubted the wisdom of those who founded 
guards of Individual llberty and the de- It. 
mlUlds of national security, on the ton- SUch doubts arose before the BUI of 
trary, they saw individual I1berty as a Rights was ten years old, The revolu­
source of national strength, wisely reason- tlODar' - ideas of the French Revolution 
tnr tbatmeDeQjoy1n(tbemaxlmumcjfree- were frighten1ng to many in positions of 

political or economic power. War against 
France was advocated as a means of de­
strOying its "alien" ideas as well as its 
mUllary power, Through fear, national 
security was sought In the odious "allen 
and sedition acts." As a result, the coun­
try was torn apart by suspicion ~d dis­
trust, and American freedom almost died 
ill its Infancy, 

SUch doubts arose again In the period 
of uncertainty following World War I, 
and national security was sought In re­
pressive legislation and the infamous 
Palmer ralds. 

In our own time, these doubts spawned 
"McCarthylsm" which~ortunately, did 
Dot pus away with the death of the sena­
tor trom WtsconslD. It is now increasing­
ly beIne used in opposition to the demands 
of our Negro citizens for ijle rights which 
the constitution has lor a century saldare 
theirs. 

It seems to me that the term "Civll 
RlPts" as applied to the current strllRle 

of Negroes for their full rights as citlzens 
Is an unfortunate one, for it sets apart 
the Constitutional protection against race 
discrimination. from the rest ot the very 
basic clvU I1berties, guaranteed to all citi­
zens, regardles;> of race, color, or re­
I1gion. 1 do not think that they can be se­
parated, 

How, for example, can any minority 
group win or long retain its rights, 11 the 
freedom of speech and press and assembly, 
guaranteed by the-Flrst Amendment of the 
Constitution, is denJed to them? Andlsan 
equality that amounts to no more than e­
quality In repression and anentorcedcon­
formity worth the struggle? 

To return to the subject of the Big 
Gamble, I often wonder 11 the danger of 
losing the gamble comes so much trom our 
country's enemies, foreign or internal, as 
from the sUence of good cltlzens about 
thlng~t matter, 

A justice of the U,S, Supreme Court, 
Hugo L. Black of Alabama. has stated the 
problem qUite clearly: 

"Freedom to speak, and to write about 
public questions, is as Important to the 
We of ClUJ" government as Is the heart to 
goverJUTUlnt. U the heart be weakened, the 
result Is deb1l1tation; if It be sUlled, the re­
sult is death," 

(CWford Durr, wbv has recently retired 
from his Montgomery law practice, has 
handled mlUlY civil rights and clvU Uber .. 
ties cases.) 

the Untted State , ' poSition in Vietnam. 
Such meetings have been held on college 
campuses around the country In the past 
four months, 

This Is the first time that any of the 
civil rights groups has actively ventured 
into the area of foreign pollcy. SNCC sup. 
ported a march in washington against the 
Vietname ,e war last April, but has not 
" poken out since. 

At their annual convention, CORE mem­
bers first voted to call for the Withdrawal 
of U,S, troops from Vietnam. but then 
changed their minds, They felt that CORE 
should concentrate its energy on clvU 
rights, although many of the delegates per­
sonally opposed the war, 

It wUl be interesting to watch the etrect 
of the Rev. King's speech. Many people. 
like those in CORE, feel that ctvU rigbts 
efforts wUl sutter 11 the rights groups take 
up an unpopular cause llke VIetnam. 
Others, Ilke Martin Luther KIng, belleve 
that the two Issues cannot be separated, 
They hold that the war which the U,S 15 
fighting In Vietnam is just as undemocratic 
as the segregation they are fighting back 
home. 

if the Rev. KInS and others can convillce 
the many people who support the clvU 
rights movement, they might be able to 
bull:! a strong movement to oppose the. 
Vietnamebe war. If they fall, those who 
lately have been calling the civU rights 
movement "Communist" wUl probably 
shout all the louder. 
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Revollttion 
Farm, Hands 

in the Delta: 
Go on Strike 

BY DAVID R. UNDE RHIL L 

TRIBBETT (Miss.)--Three roads lead to the headquarters of the S.L. Andrews plan­
tation in Tribbett, Miss. At sunup one morning recently 'three cars pulled away from 
a long tent pitched beside a lonely country store near Tribbett, and headed for the 
plantatio.!l-- When they reached the headquarte t's, each car drove a hundred yards down 
one of these roads, pulled over to the side, and stopped, waitin.$. 

Two of the men in the cars were white civil rights workers. The others were Ne­
groes, and most of them had lived and worked on the Andrews plantation until they 
went on strike for higher wages at the end of May. Andrews evicted them and their 
(am11les (rom the houses they had I1vedln There is also the way Negroes are treated but lately the Rev. LeRoy Johnson. local 
on his property. by their white planter bosses. Freedom Democratic Partychalr~an.has 

Then the women and children moved into Isaac Foster, the Tribbett union chair- been trying to bring the town'S maids into 
the nearby city of Greenl(J,lle, and the men man, spoke at a union meeting about this the union too. Over 65 percent have al­
moved into a tent at the s tore. But every other problem. ready joined, and they are planning to 
morning they go back to the plantation. and "In a way. you are s ti ll s laves." he told strike later UUs month. unless the white 
walt for the busses that bring hundreds of the lis tening workers. " You're being sold employers start paying at least $1 per 
Negroes from thesurroundlngtowns tohoe indirectly when you want to move from one hour. 
the weeds out of the cotton fields covering plantation to another. Yoll have a debt to Ever since the civil rights movement 
the flat Mississippi Delta. your white boss. Well. the new boss. he spread through the Delta. the whites have 

The men sat in their cars or paced back buys off the debt. And then he gets you, fought it. With the strike. things are ex-
and forth beside them. watching. For two and you owe him your debt." pected to get worse. Like those on the 

But these workers have been poor and in Andrews' plantation, some strikers have 
debt for a 'long time. WhY did it take till been evicted from their homes. Many have 
1965 for them to decide to strike? been jailed. ~ 

The answer is the freedom movement. In Shaw, Mrs. Beatrice MUler. 51. a 
which spread throughout the Delta and a- union member, told reporter Phil Lapan­
cross much of the rest of Mississippi as sky:" Practically every job that comes in 
a result of last summer's civU rights pro- around here. they hire whites, not colored. North. v1sited the Delta to decide ' whether 
ject. The idea of a strike was born at a Anybody they know participates in the it should increase its aid to the strikers. 
freedom school meeting 1n Shaw. MisS.. movement. they get turned off his job. Aijhough farm workershavetradit1onai­
last November. when a 75-year-old man, And they won't give you a job if they know ly been very difficult to organize, the AFL­
M11ler Lark, stood up and suggested they you're in the movement. CIO visitor was so impressed with the 

choppers and drivers could force them to 
their knees in a week. 

But this isn't the bosses' only worry 
about the union. Planters confess that 
changing over to a simple hourly wage 
system would require a revolution in the 
operation of their farms and In their whole 
way of life. They would have to become 
businessmen. like bill: farmers evervwhere 

vr.lDt this. 4 

And most of the Negroes on their plan­
tations apparently don't want this either-­
not yet, anyway. and not all at once. If 
they had wanted it now, they would have 
joined the union and struck for their in­
dependence. 

go on strike Instead of chopping cotton for And Larks told peoplea.t a union meeting, strikers' spirit and with their leaders 
only $3 per day. "My man told me,'Look.you'vebeenl1ving that the national union may decide~ to send 

Larkdescribed the incident later to re- in UUs house for a long Ume. Now we got' in a team of professional organizers to 
porter Phil LaPansky: "I have people in to change all that. You got to get some belp the Mississippi strikers. 
the North who belong to the union. When money if you still want to stay here.' The 
we gets together VIat·s mainly what we talk majority of these white men are angry wlth 
about~-the union. So we began talking us because of this union." 
about it here that $3 per day from sunup The question which now faces the stri­
to dark wasn't enough. We couldn·t sup- kers throughout the Delta is. can the strike 
port our fam1l1es. We all talked about how succeed? 
much we needed to live and we talked and Organizing was the easiest part of the 
talked about it for a month. We decided on job. Now the union has to prove itself by 
$1.25-an-hour." getting what its members want. So far, it 

Although the people of Shaw decided to go hasn't gotten the $1.25 per hour for its 
hours nothing happened. Then suddenly two on strike. for a while 19-year-old George members. In fact, only the non-strikers 
big pickup trucks from the Andrews head- Shelton was about the only organizer. Now have benefitted. 
quarters sped past one of the cars and he is the chatrman of the 325 union mem- On most plantaUons wages are now be­
raced toward a bus that was just appearing bers In Shaw. and Shaw is the headquarters tween $.50 and $1 per day higher than be­
around a bend In the road. The men turned (or the whole union. Every month repre- fore the strike began. The strikers feel-­
their car and tore off In pursuit. as another sentaUves of the local MFLU unions In the and some planters agree--that the strike 
Andrews truck came In from a side road Delta come to workshops at Shaw to dis- scared the bosses into paying more to the 
and joined the chase. The trucks got to cuss their probiems and make fUrther workers who stayed on the job. 
the bus first, surrounded it, and led it to- plans. This pay boost has caused problems for 
ward a weedy field nearby. ' In Indianola, MiSS., the union was an the MFLU. Isaac Foster described what 

One truck separated the car from the "up jump thing," according to Otis Brown, happened when a large plantation near 
bus, but the men in the car ieaned out of the chairman in that area. But the,c1vil Tribbett increased the wages of all its 
the 'Nindows and shouted toward the bus, rights workers, the Mississippi Freedom workers. "We had 40 or 50 of them at­
.. Don't work here! The Andrews place is Democratic Party members, and others In tending the meetings. Then the ralse came, 
on strike! Dcn't work here!" Indianola have helped put the young union and boom--theY're all gone." 

When the bus stopped at the field, the on iis feet and keep it there. Even if the union could keep all the la-
strikers dashed up to it <!ltd began handing White civll rights workers have had a borers out of the fields--and itcan·t-- the 
leaflets through the open windows to the hand in things around Greenville. too. planters could probably make it through the 
workers Inside and explaining the strike Many of them. like Larry Walker. came year without them. More and more, chem­
to them. from the National Councll of Churches' ical weed klllers are doing the job of hoe 

The workers. mos~ of them teen-agers,- Delta'M1n1stry. Although Walker insists haD'liS; or'''chOpperll.;' as they are called in 
made their deCision quickly. No one got that he was only an advisor, many people the Delta. And even when th~picldngsea­
oU to hoe at the Andrews plantation. The give him more credit. son arrives. the planters won't need much 
bus drove away. leaving Andrews' men Clyde McGee, Jr., a planter near ,Trlh- hand labor. for machines pick the great 
In their cotton field, facing their weeds bett, says that Walker was "the daddy of bulk of the area's cotton. 
alone. the whole thing" In the Greenville- Tribbett The success of the strike really depends 

The scene in Tribbett occurs daily area. McGee recalled the first time he on the men who drive the machines. Un­
throughout ~, six-county section of the saw Walker: • less lots more of them go out on strike, 
Mississippi Delta, where the Mi5Sisslppi "When I got to my place one morning, the strike wUl probably fail. Thus far. 
Freedom Labor Union has cailed a gen- r there was Mr. Walker wfth some of the they bave proved almost impossible toor­
eral strike. The Delta makes its living 
mainly from' cotton fields worked by Ne-
gro laborprs. Since the end of May, per­
haps 2.)00 of these workers--men, women, 
and youngsters--have stopped working. 

They Will not go back. they say. untU 
they get $1.25 per hour pay, an eight hour 
day with time and a half for overtime. 
sick pay. health and acci,dent insurance. 

Only on the Andrews' plantation have 
resident workers left their jobs. but bus 

. loads of hoers have turned back from many 
other plantations. Some stayed away from 
their jobs for only a few days, bllt many 
others have been on s trike for over a month 
and a half. 

How did the strike begin? What will 
happen next? No one, not even the leaders 
of the MFLU. know for s ure. 

The actual causes of the strike are 
simple. Laborers' only receive about $3 
per 'day for chopping and picking cotton 
from' sunrise to sunset. This year. it was 
rumored that cotton growers would lower 
the wages to $1.75 per day~ 

Npthlng can hide the huge di.fterence be­
tween the lives of the Negro workers and 
that of their white boss. Often the owners 
,live in grand air-conditioned homes, while 
their tenant workers have tattered shacks 
tha t look ready to fall down if you knock 
on the front door. Few have any plumbing. 

"U you could all spend Just one nlght 
a year in the white man's house." one 
strike leader told his men, then for a 
nJght at least, "the mosquitoes won·t get 
eaUng at you." 

But money is only part of the story. 

STRIKER TRIES TO CONVINCE CHOPPER8'1f"'OT TO WORK, AS BOSS APPROACHES. 
fellows from the tent. He was standing ganlze. Only 15 or 20 of the strlldng 
on top of his car waving his ,arms and workers are drivers. 
shouUng to my workers out in the field Most of the drivers l1ve on the planta-
that they were on strike'" IUons where they work. It is d1Uicult for 
, Cleveland, MiSS •• gives the best ex- outsiders to talk with them--the bosses 
ample of what a HUle work and a lit usually see to that. But even when a union 
organization can do. Choppers een organizer is able to reach them, Hdoesn't 
on strike in Cleveland for qUi , wblle, do much good. for the drivers are the 

bighest paid ($5 to $8 per day) and most 
skilled cotton field workers. ' 

As one driver told reporter PhlI Lapan­
sky: "I started world,ng for my boss man 
two years ago. He started me off at $5 per 
day, but within a fl}w weeks he raised me 
to $6. and now I'm getting $7.50. I didn't 
even have to ask him for it. He came up 
and said he's just going to give me a 
raise." 

In short, the plantation owners are In a 
good position. "Nobody's worried too 
much about it," plante; Clyde McGee de­
clared. None of the planters has asked 
for negotiations with the union. When 
Geroge Shelton called some of them re­
cently "they wouldn't even talk to me." 

The union. on the other hand, is just 
struggling to keep alive. In Shaw. things 
were' looking pretty bad untll two gUt trUCk­
loads of food arrived Jast week. At Trib­
beU. the union's money is supporting the 
famiUes who "ere evicted trom the An­
drew's plantation. Nothing can be spared 
for the strlking choppers In the towns a­
round. 

It· s the same story In all the other union' 
centers. The strikers have been relying 
on contributions from outside, particularly 
northern unions. But so far,itbasn'tbeen 
enough. . 

THESE AUTOMATIC COTTON PICKERS ARE REPLACING HAND LABORERS. 

Recently a representative of the AF L­
CIO (American Federation of Labor-Con­
gress of Industrial organizations). which 
Includes mos t of the organized labor in the 

U the Otter comes thr~h, It will force 
the union to decide two hard questions. 
One concerns the kind of structure the 
union wants. Until now it has been a very 
loose group of local unions. Otis Brown 
In Indianola compared it to the Uni ted 
States under the Articles of Confederation. 
But the AFL-CIO professionals would cer. 
ta1nly insist on a tighter structure than 
this. 

'The other question concerns the ties be­
tween the Delta union and the AFL-CIO. 
Shelton says the members have aiready 
decided they will not become part of any 
national uruon. But the AFL-CIO may in­
sist they join. 

Yet, even 1ftheAFL-CIOS~Uidsucceed 
In organizing all the Delta workers. in 
the long run, most of the people would 
probably be no better off. For many ot 
the planters chemical weed killers and 
machines are far cheaper than paying hun­
dreds of workers $1.25 per hour. With the 
money they save, they could easlly pay e­
nough to find the relatively few men ne­
cessary to drive the machines, And most 
,of the pickers and choppers would be per­
manently out of work. 

But all that is probably a long way off. 
Right now, mostof tile people In the Delta-­
workers and strikers alike--fear the 
strike. and wlll have little to do with it. 

Both the non-strlking workers and the 
bosses have sensed that the union is really 
seeking to start a moV'tlment, that would 
revolutionize life In the .Delta. Neither 
these workers nor th~r bosses want a 
revoiutioo--even a peaceful one. 

The planters realize 'that although the 
crops are probably safe UUs year. a well­
timed strike next year by a union of 

GEORGE SHELTON, SHAW ORGANIZER 

'else in the country. 
They ,could no ' longer be planters 

watChing fondly, or sternly, over large 
tracts of land and the darkies who work 
them. A union and $1.25 per hour would 
turn the plantations into farms. theilosses 
into employers. and the darkies Into in­
dependent men. Most of the planters don·t 

They hesitate because they. like the 
planters. are afraid to lose their way of 
life. They want to keep it because {hey 
are used to it, and also because it shelters 
them from the responsib1l1ties that inde­
pendent men must accept. 

Dan Smythe, a Tribbett plantation owner, 
cleverly used one of the union's own 
posters to prove this. He picked up a 
poster that demonstrators had dropped In 
his driveway and turned it into a chal­
lenge to the men who live and work on his 
land. 

On the Sign, he listed all the things his 
workers would have to give up if they 
became hourly wage earners like the 
workers in any factory, receiving nothing 
but their pay check.. The list Included 
items ranging from the boots Smythe 
provides for his men every year, to the 
medical bills he pays for them, to the 
rent-free houses they live in with their 
families on his land. 

In their place, he offered to pay them 
$1.25 per hour. No one accepted the offer • 

Isaac Foster doesn' t condemn planter 
Smythe for the poster he tacked up on 
his machine shed. Instead, the Tribbett 
union leader criticizes the workers who did 
not accept the offer. 

The mass of the. Negroe!; In the Delta 
have always lived In.,pDverty. But ,it was 
secure poverty. The agricultural system 
needed their labor, and as long as they 
went the system's way. they could expect 
the system to keep them and their famUles 
alive. 

Now they have a union which is Chal­
lenging the system. But the union is also 
challenging them. It is asking them to do 
exactiy what Smythe'S Sign dared them to 
do. It is asking them to take the risk 
of being free men. 

Missis~ippi Union Leader 
Battles Against Jim Cro~ 

( 

BY PHILIP p. ARDERY 

TRIBBETT (Miss.)--At a Freedom La­
bor UnJon meeting here two weeks ago, 
a middle-ag¢ Negro man stood up and 
bragged about the $1.80-an-hour he earn­
ed at his civU service job. 

Isaac Foster, 22, !he leader of the 
meeting. waited patiently until the man had 
finished. "But do you say. 'Yes, sir,' to 
the white men there?"he asked. 

"To the older ones." the man answered. 
"but that·s just common courtesy." 

"Do the younger ones say, 'Yes, sir,' to 
yOU?" Foster asked. 

The older man sat down, embarrassed. 
and the discussion of the farm labor strike 
continued. 

Isaac Foster doesn't tolerate Jim Crow 
treatment from anyone. The local chair­
man of the Mississippi Freedom Labor 
Union !n the cotton-rich Delta area, he has 
been one of 16 men llving to a large tent 
near Tribbett since the strikers were 
thrown off the A.L. Andrews plantation 
May 31. 

Looking at Foster. a handsome, dark­
skinned man. you might think he's no dif­
ferent from the generations of sharecrop­
pers before him. who lived and died here 
under the watchful eye of the white plan­
ters. 

He has the lean body and the easy smlle 
of the Delta farmhand, who works from 
dawn to dusk and has learned by neceSSity, 
to keep his sense of humor in the three ' 
o'clock sun. 

Bpt Foster is dltferent. Although his 
mother and nine of his twelve brothers and 
sjsters still Uve on the plantation where he 
grew up, Foster didn't like It. the job, or 
the money. • 

"Now I'd rather die than go back there to 
make m~ ' three dollar:s a day.1t he says. 

But it isn·t just the low pay that bothers 
Foster. In January he qutta$I.52-an-hour 
job In Greenvllle, Miss. because the boss 
didn't treat him the same as he treated the 
white workers. 

After this inCident and some voter regi­
stration work he did In March. Fos ter de­
cided that the problem of respect was hAr­
der to solve than he had thought. He saw 
that a lot of things couldn't be better for 
him until they were better for all Negroes. 

Foster is working now with the Freedom 
Labor Union because he feels it'can help 
revive the self-respect that many Negroes 
have lost under the plantation-system. 
• "The biggest problem for the Negroes 
bere is that theY're alraid of tile boss 
man." he said. "The man has given them 
the feeling that they'd be doing a terrible 

ISAAC FOSTER 

wrong if they demanded a raise or picked 
up and left his place." 

Foster thinks the farm labor strike Will 
help Negroes to find new courage as well 
as higher salaries. 

"When we ftrst went out into the fields 
to ask workers to strike, many Negroes 
looked at us like we should be ashamed," 
he said. "When enough of them seJ3 that 
some of us have the guts to refuse the 
treatment theY're getting. theY're the ones 
who'll soon be ashamed." 



  

 

 

       
   

    

    
       
      

      
       

     
       

         
   

      
       

        
       

     
      

      
        

      
  

      
       

       
      
   

        
      

      
     

     
       

       
         

        
        
    

      
       

       
       

     
       

      
   

       
     

      
    

        
     

        
          

 
      

         
        

    
       

      
     

      
        

       
         
       

         
        

      
       
   

    

  
   

 

     
       
         

      
        
     

       
      

        
      

         
          

 
       

      
       
        

         
       

    
      

          
        

 
         

        
       

     
    

       
        

         
   

      
     

          
 

       
        

        
     
    

     
        

 

        
        

       
        
  

     
         
        

  
       

      
         

      
        

       
      

      
        

 
     

       
         

      
      

  
       

      
       

  
       

        
          

       
     

        
       

 
     

      
      

      
     

  
   

       
       

      
       

      
      

       
        

      
       

       
      
         

         
 

        
     

        
      

      
    
      

  
     

  
  

       
       

     
     

        
         

       
  
        

      
       

     
     

      
         

       
        

      
        

       
       

       
        

     
    

      
      

        
      
      

      
        

        
        

    
        

        
    

    
   

      
   

      
       

     
        

       
  

       
  
    

        
   
     

    
     

       
     
         

    
     

     
 

      
     
   

      
     

       
          

        
 

     
        

      
  

       
      

         
  

        
      

        
        

   
        

     
        

      
       

     
       

  
   

     
      

     
      
       

         
      
  

       
        

    
    

      
        

        
  

      
       

        
     

        
      

        
      

       
      
     

 
          

      
      

         
 

   
   

      
     

         
     

        
    

      
    

     
     

      
        

      

     
      

  
      

      
        

        
      

     
       

       
   

      
        

     

    
    

    

       
      

       
      

      
      

  

     
        

      
        

       
      

       
       
      

  

       
      

         
         

        
 

      
       

        
       

       
     
 

      
     

     
       

      
         

  
       
       

        
 

       
     

      
       
      

      
       

   

        
     

    
   
      
        

      
         

        
      

     
        

        
   

          
        

        
         

      
         

        
     

    
        

      
            

       
       

      

      
      
         
        

         
   

      
       

       
      

       
      

      
       

      
       

       
        
         

       
        

   
     

    
      

       
      

        
      

        
       

   
      

      
         

         
   
       

    
  
      

       
      

 
       
      

     
       

     
        
      

         
       

    
  

 
       

  
   

    
   

    

          
       

      
           

         
        
  

     

   
    
          
          
          

     

     

 

    

   

    

  
    

       
     

 
     

        
         

  
     

       
 

      
        
    

       
       
    

      
      
      

    

    
     

        
        

       
    

      
     
       

       
       
        

       
      

   
       

      
       

   
       

       
        

         
       
        

     
       

       
       

        
   

    
       

        
     

      
       

       
          

       
          

        
       

        
       

      
          
       

      
        

          
       

        
        
       

    

        

      

      
     
          

         
   

       
       

         
         

      
       

   

    
 

        

      

    

 
 

  

   

      

      

     

     

     

     

    

         

     

        

    
 

   
 

    
    

     

PAGE FIV! 

Negroes' Brief Attacks Marchers 
Hit by Spray Coleman Selection Opposed 

Jefferson County Juries ,.~~:~:~~~~p%~":..:=;'m~!~~ 
on Eutaw civil rights demonstrators during 
a week of trouble and harassment. BY MICH~EL S. LOTTMAN 

A TLANT A--It must be a one-in-a-bU­
lion miracle that only one Negro has ser­
ved on a Bessemer (JeUerson County 
Ala.) grand jury In 17 years. 

That·s what the lawyer for four Negroes 
trying to desegregate JeUerson County 
Juries says In a written argument filed 
in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th 
Circuit (southeastern states). 

In the brief. Court of Appeals judges w1ll 
read that "11 is white juries and white jus­
tice the Negro struggles against. Can he 
be long expected to heed the counsels of 
the cautious? 

"Or can demonstrations be expected 
sooo on the steps of the courthoose. In the 
halls of Justice, In the courtroom and then 
the Jails?" 

No one was seriously hurt by the spray. 
But several demonstrators said they got 
Sick or had their clothes rUined, 

The plane swooped down on the demon­
strators July 8, as they returned from a 
march to downtown Eutaw. It was 100 feet 
off the ground when It dropped the spray 
over state highway 14. 

BY RITA DERSHOWITZ 
WASHlNGTON--Civll rights spokesmen 

htlnto President Johnson's appointment of 
J.p. Coleman. former governor of Missis­
sippi. as one of the nine judges on the 
F lfth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

The attacks came at hearings held by the 
Senate Judiciary subcommittee Monday 
and Tuesday on whether to approve Cole­
man as a judge. 

Despite the hostile testimony, the sub­
committee gave Coleman a favorable re­
commendation. But the full senate must 
also okay Coleman before he gets the job. 

Most of the civil rights witnesses at-

tacked Coleman because of his segrega­
tionist record as governor between 1956 
and 1960. 

During this time he formulated the doc­
trine of interposition. This doctrine holds 
that a state may Ignore any federal law 
which it dislikes. It has been used by 
Southern states against clvU rights laws. 

In campaign speeches, he promised. "U 
I am elected governor, the schools of Mis­
sissippi wUl never be integrated nor will 
they be closed," 

John Lewis, chairman of SNCC. declared 
that Coleman would try to Ignore all the 

civil rights laws passed sI.Dce 19!!7. He 
predicted that if Coleman were approved, 
Negroes would lose faith In the courta, 
and turn to mass civil dUobedience. 

Coleman admitted that u governor be 
favl?fed segregatioo 01 the races in scbools 
and\publlc accomodatiOllS. But he said 
that was DO longer a Uve '-aile. 

"The segregation of people by color and 
color alone Is dead in tb1s country," he 
said, "I have no bias or prejUdice or fear 
that would keep me from tully obeying 
the decisions of the SUpreme Court and the 
laws of Congress." Members of the county Jury Board 

testified In a lower-court trial that they 
made every eUort to put a fair and rea­
sonable number of Negroes 011 the jury 
rolls, the argument brief says. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has often thrown 
out a Negro's conviction and sentence be­
cause the grand Jury and trial jury In the 
case were segregated, But these rulings 
have applied only one case at a time. 

Wind carried the spray into a crowd of 
50 people standing in front of the First 
Baptist Church. headquarters of the South­
ern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SC LC) in Eutaw. 

U.S. Attorney General Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach backed up Coleman. The U.s. cmd the World 

One jury board oUicial testified. "I 
lean over backwards" to make sure 
Negroes get a chance to serve on Juries. 

But the lawyer, Charles MorganJr •• 
points out: 

In the county's Bessemer DiVision. 39 
of every 100 men eligible for Jury ser­
vice are Negroes. Yet only one Negro 
was drawn for grand-jury service between 
1948 and 1964. 

The odds are one in a billion (that·s 
1,000,000.000) that this could happen in 
the reasonable system the Jury Board 
claims to have. Morgan says. 

In the Birmingham Division of Jetfer­
son County. the brief says, the average 
number of Negroes on an l8-man grand 
jury has been two, over the past 17 years. 

The chances of this happening in a fair 
system of jury selection are one in 20 
million· (20.000.000), says Morgan. 

Orzell Billingsley Sr. and three other 
Negroes lost their sult to change the Jef­
ferson County jury system when the trial 
judge ruled against them last Dec. 20. 

Federal Judge H.H. Grooms. 01 Bir­
mingham. said he could find no evidence 
of discrimination against Negroes in the 
selection of juries. 

Now Morgan is asking the Court of 
Appeals to reverse Judge Grooms' deci­
Sion. No appeals court ruling is ex­
pected for several months. 

A grand jury decides whether or not to 
indict persons charged with commission 
of a felony. U a defendant Is indicted. 
he may be tried by a regular jury of 12 
men. 

Morgan's brief says that tew Negroes 
ever get to serve on trial juries, but the 
brief is more concerned with the lack ot 
Negroes on grand juries. 

"Southern justice was and is as white 
as the marble on a courthouse ...... Mor­
gan says in his brief. 

"The county courthouse has always been 
a seat of power in the South, Yesterday 
Negroes rarely went there. When they went 
it wab to pay taxes or purchase a license 
or be a witness or be tried, 

"Tomor row they may go there to vote. or 
serve on juries, or. perhaps, to work. or 
practice law, or see a friend, 

"But that tomorrow--like so many of the 
South's tomorrows--wlll never come if se­
grega-teli justice conUnueS. 

The suit by Billingsley and the others. 
Is successful, could change the entire sys­
tem of Jury selection at once. 

It that should happen, Morgan says in his 
brief: 

"Perhaps white jurors--much like white 
men gathered In a restaurant tell Negro 
stories more softly or not at all when the 
Negro waiter appears--will think and act 
dlfferently when Negroes serve on juries 
with them"" 

"White men riding shotgun on a lonely 
highway wlll think twice before shooting 
down innocent workers In the struggle for 
human rights .... 

"The Negro workman may find that his 
broken leg Is as valuable to an insurance 
company or a jury as the broken leg of the 
white man who works by his side .... 

"Negro neighborhood crime rates may 
decline, for the Negro jurors the life and 
sanctity of the Negro neighborhood will be 
Important." 

Besides Billingsley, the Negroes who 
sued are C. Herbert Oliver , J.S.Phifer and 
Abraham Woods Jr •• all residents of Jef­
ferson County. The defendants are the of­
(lcials of the Jury Board. 

Mosses' Park 
LOWNDES COUNTY--On Independence 

Day in the Negro community of Mosses. 
the most important thing was not voter 
registration. Fifty of the settlement's 300 
residents were busy dedicating a park they 
had decided to buIld for themselves. 

In May, citizens ata-.communlty meeting 
decided they needed a playground to keep 
children oU the narrow dirt road thatWlnds 
through the middle of tl\e settlement. 

An elder citizen donated three acres of 
land for the park. and people began spend­
Ing their Saturday mornings clearing away 
the brush. By July 4, the park was big 
enough to hold a softball game and a large 
audience. 

A park became the goal of the Mosses 
community because the people were frus­
trated in trying to vote. Since March, 700 
Lowndes County residents have tried to re­
gister without success. Now they want 
something else to do. 

Mosses' next project w1ll be a cinder­
block library .... 'rite citi~gi. a.r,e aI~o plan­
ning to 1y>1d uterac;y classJl,S. 

The II cotton polson" was also blown 
Inside the church. 
Witn~ses said the spray was an in­

sectiCide, used to kill Insects and other 
pests that destroy cotton plants. 

II At first it looked like hard rain, but 
It made me Sick afterwards," said Miss 
Julia Knott. 

The elderly lady said the spray burned 
"real bitter." 

Said Miss Lelza Coleman: 
"I don't think they were trying to hurt 

us- - just scare us." 
There were .other incidents during vo­

ter-registration week in Greene County. 
The voting registrars closed their of­

fice Thursday afternoon. and sald It would 
stay closed Friday and saturday. 

A notice on the door said the office was 
closed "for clerical work." 

Robert McQueen. chairman of the 
Greene County Board of Registrars, ex­
plained: 

"It's impossible to work on processing 
the applications when appllcants are com­
ing In droves." 

On the same day that demonstrators 
were sprayed with insecticide, Sheriff 
Bill Lee and Police Chief Joseph Davis 
took a Negro girl to jail after they saw her 
being threatened by a man with a shot 
gun. 

According to witnesses, an unidentified 
white man loaded his gun at a Texaco sta­
tion while eight teen-agers picketed across 
the street. 

The man ran out and threatened Miss 
AlIII HarriS. one of the demonstrators. 

j'I'm going to shoot the hell out of you." 
he shouted, 

Miss Harris said later. "I told him to 
shoot me, and turned my back." 

At this pOint, the sheriff and police chief 
arrived. and told Miss Harris to get into 
the poUce car. 

"Get your black --- into this police 
car," Miss Harris was told, 

"When I refused to get into the police 
car," Miss Harris said, "two pollcemen 
started twisting' my arm and choking me." 

She was released 30 minutes later-­
after a lecture in the mayor's office. 

Beer, Beer! 
BY HARRIET GRANBY 

HUNTSVILLE--The old bucket of beeF 
may return to Huntsville after being ban­
ned since the Prohibition era. 

Hopes for Vietnam Pea ce 
.. When the full picture Is considered," 

he said Monday, "we see not the carica­
ture of an unyielding white supremaCist. 
but a man who was frequenUy wlll1ni to 
take great political risks to support mod­
eration and respect for law and order wilen 
the opposite course would have bten the 
politically expedient one," Hinge on Summer Months 

BY ANNE PARDEE BUXTON 

Coleman's supporters have said that he 
was a segregationist as governor because 
It was the only way to get elected In Missis­
s ippI. As a judge, he would DOt have to 
worry about elections. 

Ten years ago the present Premier of 
South Vietnam, Nguyen Cao Ky, attended 
the USAF Air Command and Staff College 
at Maxwell Field in Montgomery. Now 
many Alabamans are among the 75,000 
American soldiers In his country fighting 
the Vietcong. 

The summer months, many believe, 
will decide the fate of the United States' 
hopes for peace in Vietnam. The mon­
soon rain makes it hard for the American 
combat troops to root out the Vietcong 
guerillas. The air strikes into North 
Vietnam are crippled by heavy rains and 
low clouds. The attacks are supposed to 
stop more Vietcong from crossing into 
the SOuth. 

If the Vietcong are able to strengthen 
th~lr pOSition during the monsoon months. 
it Is unlikely they will want to talk about 
peace in the fall. And if they won't talk, 
the United States will have to keep on 
fighting. 

At a recent news conference, President 
Johnson said the war "wlll get worse be­
fore It gets better." It is expected that 
many more American troops will be sent 
to Vietnam this summer to prevent the 
small defeats which feed Vietcong confi­
dence. 

U.S, military policy limits fighting to 
"conventional" ground warfare. But Rep. 
Gerald Ford (House Republican leader) in­
sists that the U.S. should bomb Russian 
anti-aircraft missile sites at Hanoi before 
they are used as "weapons against the side 
of freedom." 

Rep. Ford and others fear that the Com­
munist Chinese w1l1 take over all southeast 
Asla. if South Vietnam should fall into their 
hands. 

must then pay $10 per day. 
You wUl also be covered for a total of 

175 Visits to clinics or house calls by 
nurses and therapists every year. 

Social Security retirement pension 
checks will get bigger right away. It you 
now receive the minimum monthly payment 
of $40. It will go up to $44. It you get $127 
per month now, it will Increase to$135.90. 

The children of dead, retired or disabled 
workers will also get more money. 

The government Is also oUerlng a volun­
tary insurance program. In this program, 
you pay $3 per month. Then 80 per cent 
($8 dollars out of every $10) of your doc­
tor's billS, after the first $50. will be paid 
for by medicare. 

These basiC medical benefits w1ll not 
go Into effect until July 1. 1966. 

But Mrs. Victoria Gray. an official of 
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party. disagreed: 

"His record is so consistent with segre­
galion and white supremacy that it Is in­
conceivable to believe he could be un­
blased," 

Coleman Is currently the lawyer for the 
mississippi delegates to the House of Re­
presentatives. The delegates are nowbe­
ing challenged by the MFDP. The MFDP 
claims their election was Illegal. 

The Fifth Circuit Court is only one step 
below the Supreme Court In Importance, 
and plays a big role in cl vll rights cases. 
The court covers the states of Alabama. 
Florida. Georgia. Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Texas. 

Bus ines smenee. 
clip out and mall this coupon to: 

Advertising Manager 
The Southern Courier 
68 Electric Ave •• N.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 

or call (404) 524-3937 

,------- -- --- --- -- --- - --1 
I I would like to buy adv'ertising space in, 
; future issues of The SOUTHERN COURIER I 

at the rates printed below. I 
Attached is a copy of my ad (check if pic­
ture ' included-). This ad is to be--­
column inches and is to run for 

I weeks. 

t!~I~~i~ __ ~!l.P~~~ ____ -1 

Regular Advertising Rates .... 
$1.68 per column inch 
SJ.38 per column inch for 250 or more column inches 
$1.29 per column inch for 500 or more column Inches 
$1.17 per column inch for 1.000 or more column inches 

Father Shot 
As 2 Luverne 

at, Son 
Families 

Injured 

'Feud 

A legislative act allowing Huntsvllle to 
sell draft beer Is expected to become ef­
fective July 20 now that both houses of the 
state legislature have given the measure 
rapid approval. 

A previous state law permitted the sale 
of draft beer only in counties with a suffl-

Senator Robert Kennedy orNi!w York has 
also 'attacked the President's Vietnam 
policy. but for another reason. Guerilla 
warfare is better ended through talk, than 
through military strategy. he declared, He 
recommended that the United States begin 
working immediately to end the fighting and 
to start talks. 

lleid Cleaners & Haberdashery 

The Home-of Quality Cleaner. 
LUVERNE--On June 19 Luther Jolmston 

was shot at four times. Eighteen days 
later his son was shot and wounded in the 
leg and stomach. No newspaper has print­
ed the story. Yet It Is as dramatic--and 
as compllcated--as any fictional tale. 

Luther Johnston is a lean and strong 
tenant farmer. who lives near Luverne. 
He has 11 children. He grows cotton, corn 
and peanuts. His friends and employer 
agree that he can get as much cotton out 
of a patch of land as any man in Crenshaw 
County. 

"He made a real good hand," according 
to plantation owner Joe "Big Joe" Train­
um. Johnston rented a piece of Tramum's 
land, but it was Trainum whoshotatJohn­
ston four times on that night of June 19. 

The two men have different versions of 
what happened that night. 

AS Trainum tells it, Johnston knocked 
on his front door at 10 p.m. "He called 
me a goddamn son of a b1tch," Trainum 
recalls. 

"He told me and my wife to come out 
onto the porch. and sald we would wind 
things up right there. He threatened me." 
Tralnum remembers firing four shots ' 
at Johnston. All missed, 

Johnston tells a different story. He says 
that he was walking along the road when 
Tralnum drove up In a car and fired four 
sl10ts at him. 

Trainum has started the proceedings to 
evict Johnston. Johnston says Trainum 
has been trying to get him o1f the land all 
along. 

After being shot at, Jolmston went to 
Sheriff Ray Horn, who put him in jail. 
Two days later. while Johnston was sUll in 
jail, "Big Joe" Trainum swore outa war­
rant for Johnston's arrest. 

Trainum accused Johnston of disturbing 
the peace by swearing in front (If Mrs. 
Trainum. 

• 

Tear Gas 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

But Mayor Ed Bailey said, "There is 
a difference between picketing and boy­
cotting. 

"That morning (July 2) someone ques­
tioned me about picketing. I said that as 
far as I know. there Is no city ordinance 
against picketing." 

Since Aprll, many Demopolis Negroes 
have participated in a "selective bllylng" 
campaign. 

Their goal is to convince downtown mer­
chants to hire Negroes or promote them to 
bettllr, more responsible jobs. 

In hearings held last weekend by the Ala­
bama Advisory Com mlttee to the U.S. Civll 
Rights Commission, Juvenlle Judge Ed­
ward McLaughiin, of Anniston. suggested 
that charges be pressed against the author­
ities responsible for holding the children 
under 16 in jall. 

Almost three weeks later, on July 7. clently large foreign population. 
Johnston was released from jall on $700 Oniy two counUes--Baldwin and Cull­
bond, That same afternoon, Johnston's man--qualify under this law. Draft beer 
16-year-old son Horace was hitch-hiking. Is now legally sold in Baldwin, but Cull­
to a friend's house. He didn't get there. man does not permit the sale of any alco-

At 2:30 p.m. he was shot in the stomach hollc beverage. 
by a bullet which punctured his intestines The only hurdle awaiting the legislation 
three times. is approval by Gov. George WaUac.e. And 

The wound was so severe that nodoctor since the governor Is a dry, chances are 
In Crenshaw County could perform the ne- he won't sign the blll. 
cessary surgery. The boy was taken to But a bill can become law without the 
St. Margaret's Hospital in Montgomery. governor's signature in Alabama. So the 
where he Is now recovering. act w1ll probably go into effect July 20. 

Later that afternoon Sheriff Hornpicked After that. thirsty Huntsvlllians will only 
up nan whom he suspected of the crime. have to wait long enough for beer dlstribu­
It was "Little Joe" Trainum, "Big Joe's" tors and tavern-owners to get the neces­
middle-aged son. He was held in jall after sary clearance from Alcohollc Beverage· 
Mrs. Jolmston swore out a warrant ac- Commission. 
cuslng him of assault with intent to klll. Then the beer canfiowfrom a tap as well 

Sheriff Horn was asked why he thought as a bottle--someth1ng new for Alabama. 
Little Joe could have shot Horace Johnston. but something that has been commonplace 
The sherifPsanswer was short but pointed: outside the Heart of Dixie for a long. long 
"I guess it's because of the family stuff." time. 

The Doctor Says .... 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 

Have you taken any medicines? 
It so what, and did It help any? 
It you can answer just a few of these 

questions, you will deliver a wealth of in­
formation to your doctor. 

Two other problems are POUNDING OF 
THE HEART and RAPID HEARTBEAT. 
While these symptoms may not be so fa­
mlliar. they do occur, and need not neces­
sarily mean heart trouble. The same rules 
apply, however, and it is important to tell 
your doctor when, where, how long. etc. 

Many times these symptoms occur lrom 
nervousness and excltement--sometimes 
you can hear your heartbeat while lying 
on your stomach--thls may be perfectly 
normal. But better let your doctor decide. 
Your job: "Tell him'" 

COUGH Is also a common symptom. It 
may be "tight" or "loose"; may occur 
only at night, or only In certain locations. 
It may have an odor or color, and may con­
tain blood. Finally, a cough may be associ­
ated with a pain in a certain place. 

SHORTNESS OF BREATH may be 
brought about by exercise or may occur 
when you are res ting. The difference is 
Important. When it Is severe, you may 
"turn blue" or faint. Your own words are 
the best description. 

"STOMACH TROUBLE" Includes any 
disorders of the stomach and bowel. such 

eyes and palms (Jaundice). Try to remem­
ber if you may have had an injection In the 
last several months or a blood transfusion. 
Every little bit of information helps. 

FEVER may or may not come with chills. 
The only way to tell if you really have a 
fever Is to check with a thermometer. 
1l Is an inexpensive item found in every 
drug store, and not difficult to learn to 
read, There are two types : oral (mouth) 
and rectal. For adults the by-mouth ther-

mometer is tine. but for infants and small 

* * * 

Talks began this week to discuss the final 
version of President Johnson's $7.5 bU-
1I0n-a-year Social Security-hospital plan. 
often called medicare. 

The Senate passed its medical'e bill. 
68-21, on July 8. and the House of Repre­
sentatives voted 313.115 for a Similar pro­
gram last April lB. It is expected that the 
final bill will be ready for the President's 
signature within the next two weeks. 

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR YOU: 
If you are one of the almost 300,000 Ala­

bamans aged 65 or over, you w1l1 be ell­
glble for medicare. 

II you get sick and have to go to the hos­
pital. the government w1ll pay for 60 days 
of hospital care. You must pay $40. U 
you have to stay longer than 60 days, you 

children the rectal (blunt) thermometer Is 
better. 

CHANGES IN THE SKm. include moles. 
warts, lumps. thickening, reddening, and 
itching. II a sore does not heal or a mole. 
or a wart gets bigger or darker, it should 
be looked Into. 

Lastly, it Is important for Infants and 
children that their mother come with them 
to the doctor. Too often the child Is brought 
by someone who is not able to tell anything 
about the child's illness. and unfortunately 
he is unable to tell about him~elf. 

• as loss of appetite, na~ea with or without 
vomiting, constipation (no bowel move­
ments) or diarrhea (many loose stools). 
vomiting blood or blood In the stools 
(tarry stools). It Is importanUor the doc­
tor to know if you also have paln or fever, 
if there are other members of your fami­
ly who seem to be 111, the types of food 
eaten and how it was prepared, and the 
source of the drinking water or milk. 
Sometimes there may be a history of a 
yellowish coloration of the whites of the 

Visit Cohn's Department Store 
Where a smile and quality service await you. 

Exclusive RCA dealer for Ma.cpn County. 

Tuskegee, Alabama Phone 727-1210 

Montgomery Road Phone 727-1670 

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama 

HOW TO ENJOY 

BANKING 
SERVICE 

UNDER ONE ROOF 

Take advantage of all-around convenience in 

handling your everyday money matters. Here­

at a single location-you can: 

• Enjoy checking account service 

• Build up your savings 

• Borrow at low cost 

• Safeguard your valuables 

... and make use of the many special facilities 

-and the varied financial experience-available 

only at a FULL-SCALE BANK such as ours. 

MAK. DUll BANK YOU .. 

PINANCIAL H.ADQUAIIT ... S. 

A~~AMAEXCHL~GEBANK 
Member 

Federal Reserve System and 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

P.O. Box 728 Tuskegee, Alabama 



  

      

 
   

     
       

     
      
      
        
      
   

       
       
       

         
      

  
      
      
      

       
    
      

        
   

        
      

        
  
        

        
          

     
         

        
        

        
        

         
   

        
        

         
 
       
         

        
    

     
   

 
 

      
       
  

        
         

 
   

    
       

       
      

       
  

       
      

     
       

       
      

      
       
       

        
        

 
      

       
     

      
      

       
        

       
      

        
        
        

        
       

 
        
       
        

      
     

       

 

   
         

 
         
       
      

       
      

      
        

     
       

      
       

         
       

     
        

      
     

        
       

       
         
  

       
      

        
        
         

 
      

        
   

  

      
     

  
    
    

   
     

        
     

       
      

        
      

        
      

 
    

      
       

       
         

        
           
       

      
         

  
        

      
         
        

      
  

       
    

      
     

     
    
     

    
    

        
    

      

       
        

        
    

      
       

       
       

    
      

        
          

   
      

        
      

       
 
        

        
      

       
         

       
  

        
        

    
        
     

         
  

         
         

      
        

         
 

      
       

       
  

   
    

      
      
       
      

       
         

      
        

      
      
        
       

       
          

        
        
       

        
        

   
        

       
      

         
        

        
        

   
          

       
       

         
        

    
      

         
        

       
        
         

        
        

      
        

        
       

      
      
    

  
   

    
       

   
      

       
        

   
   

    
   

  

   
   

        
     

       
 

      
        

       
        

 
       

 
      

      
 

      
       
  
       

       
       

      
   

      
 

        
   

       
      

        
      

        
       

       
  
      

        
       
  

      
       

          
   

       
      

 
       

       
        
      

     
       

      
       

         
       

  
       
      

       
        

    
       

       
    

      
      

      
      

       
       

       

        
        

        
        

 
        

         
       

      
     
       
      

     
    

        
       
       
        

       
    

     
       

       
    

     
       

      
     

    
       
    
       

       
       

        
      

   
      
       

       
       

        
       
       

       
      

       
       
    

       
  

     
     

  

      
    

    
       

         
      

        
          
   

      
      

       
      
         

       
       

      
      

       
        

     
      

      
 

      
         

 
          

        
          

   
       
       

        
    

      
      

       
       

  
    

       
      

    
       
        

       
     

       
    

       
       

       
 
      
       
       

  

      
  

         
    
  
        

     
      

     

  
    

       
       

    
     

    
      

     
  
       

       
      

   
       

       
       

    
       
       

      
       

        
     

   
       

     
       

    
      

     
       

       
     

       
        

     
        

       
   

       
       

         
        

       
     

    

    
        

       
       

       
      

        
       

      
         
     

        
        
         

  
      

         
  
       

       
       

        
       

         
       

       
      

  
        
      

        
        

    
       

       
       

       
     

       
        

       
         

      
       

       
          
       

    
       
          
 

     
        

       
        

         
  

       
          

      
     

       
        
        

      
 

        
         
     
      

   
        
       

       
   

      
         
       

        
      

       
        
         

        
        
  

        
      

       
        

       
 
        
         

 
       

        
        

        
      

     
       

        
     

   
   

    
     

     
      

      
         

      
 

      
        

        
       
      
   

     
      

      
       
     
         

       
 

       
       
    

         
        

       

 
       

        
        

        
      

      
       

       
        

   
     

      
      

  
       

      
        

      
     

     
   

      
     

      
 
      

      
     

 

 

PAGE SIX 

Community Hepor~ Sermon of tbe Week Spor" Comer 

Rev.DouglasSays Twins, Indians Surprise; 
Christians Never Yankees, Cards Flounder Demopolis 

BY CHARLES SAULSBERRY 
DEMOPOLIS--On Jul) 6, three Negroes 

--two young women anda.!>mallboy--were 
burned With aCid in Demopolis. 

The InCident occurred as the two women­
Betty Galne!>, 18, and BeatrIce McGaye, 19-
were walking home about 6 p.m. In the eve­
ning. :\lIs!> :\!cGaye was carrying a three­
year old boy. 

Sudden I) , a Chevrolet with four white men 
inside made a complete stop beSide the 
girls. Without speaking, one of the whites 
sprayed aCid on the trio from the type of 
syringe used to flll automobile batteries 
With water. 
All three victims suffered minor burns. 

They walked to the Br) an Whitfield ~Iem­
orlal Hospital, where they were examined 
by a doctor. The doctor released them 
without prescnbing any treatment. 
Three da, slater, three men were arrest­

ed by the Demopolis police, and are being 
held for investigatIOn. 

Earlier that da), I was taking pictures of 
a white SCOPE worker--a girl--who had 
been arrested for driving a car with an im­
proper muffler. 
When I tried to take pictures of the offi­

cers who arrested her, I was grabbed and 
choked b) a deputy until I said "yes" to a 
que~tion he had just asked. 
·After I had said, "Yes, sir," he took my 
camera and exposed the rums to the sun. 
He dropped the film on the ground. The 
questions he asked were: "Do you know that 
you have to have a license to take pic­
tures?" and "Do you know you can go to 
jail for that?" 
After he let me go, T. Wilmer Shields, 

sheriff of Marengo County, asked me if I 
had any monel in my pocket. I showed him 
$3. 

I found out later that I could be arrested 
for being broke. I believe that this law is 
unfair in a nation which has a high percen­
tage of unemployed Negroes. 

(Cbarles Saulsberry is a high-school stu­
dent in Demopolis.) 

. , 
Birmingham 
Will Study 

BY MARVIN KUPl· ER 

BlRMINGHAM--l\layor Albert Boutwell 
will appoint a six-member Interracial pan­
el of educa tors to determine If the county 
personnel board is discriminating against 
Negroeb trYing to~et jobs as policemen. 

Negro leader~ requested the panel during 
a meetlng last week with the Mayor and ci­
ty council members. The meeting was 
called alter all six Negroes who had taken 
the latest police examination flunked the 
test. 
The Hev. Edward Gardner, vice-presi­

dent of the Alabama Christian Movement 
for Human Rights, said that many Negroes 
have taken the police examination in the 
past few years and only a few have passed. 
"Tbere are more than 500 police officers 

in the, cit,· and not one of Jhem Is a Negro," 
he said. "We want to know why." 

Police Chief Jamie Moore said that Ne­
groes would be on the police force If they 
were qualified. 
"To quallf, they have to pass the Civil 

service examination, and 0Il1~ a few Ne­
groe~ have been able to do this," he said; 
"And those few either didn't want the job 
or failed our physical examination or back­
ground check." 

The police issue has many civil rights 
leaders thinking about demonstrations. 

The Rev. Gardner called the police situ­
ation "absolutely ridiculous," and said 
the Negro communlt} "wants something 
done about it now." 

His organlzation--an affiliate of the 
Southern Chnstlan Leadership Conference 
(SCLC)--sponsored man) of the demon­
strations that rocked Ihe cit} tn 1963. The 
demonstratlons ended In negotiations be­
tween the Negro and white communities. 

Greensboro 
BY CLARENCE SHELTON 

GREENSBORO--Flve hundred Negroes 8:30 a.m., the church was packed to capac­
marched on the Hale County courthouse tty. 
Jul)' 6 to protest voUng discrimination In At 9 a.m., the crowd of people 11ned up 
Hale County. and bepn the march to the courthouse. 

People began to gather at the First aap- The group marched about six blocks. Al­
tlSt Church at about 7 In the morning. At ter a prayer by the Rev.A.T.Days,presl­

Montgomery 
BY PRINCELLA HOWARD 

MONTGOMERY--"Thy will be done," 
the famUiar words of the fifth statement 
in the Lord's Prayer, make a veryappro­
priate theme for the religiOUS crusade 
conducted by the guestevangeHst, tbeRev. 
Bmy Graham. 

The nightly sevices at Cranton Bowlin 
Montgomery last month were witnessed by 
thousands upon thousands of searching, 
bungry souls. If their search was a sin­
cere one, then they found much nutriUon 
for their souls to grow on. 

There many products of selfishness and 
hate excreted, only to be replaced with 
some vitamins and minerals of peace, JOY, 
and above all, love--Iove for the Lord thy 
God, love for tby neighbor, and love for 
thyself. 

Yes, many repented during these many 
hours of decision, and through and by God's 
mercy were forgiven. They were bounU­
fully blessed wUh His multitudinous foods. 
They returned to their dwellings, having 
qad their souls fulfilled, realizing that this 
gift of love would have to be exempllfled 
if His will is to be done. 

However, there yet stands one question 
to be answered: how long can the souls 
tbrive on that food? For like unto our 
bodies in this respect, if they are to con­
tinue living with the grace of Goddweillng 
therein, then they too must be constantly 
replenished. 

We as soldiers for our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ must not neglect this soul 
force, but must forever keep the altar of 
our souls aglow, radlattng this love, 
(Princella Howard lives in Montgomery, 
and is a sOllhomore at BriarcWf College.) 

dent of the Hale County Improvement As­
soclaUon, Mr. Lewis Black, treasurer of 
a local credit union, and the Rev. James 
Orange, SCLC stall worker, spoke. 
When both men had finished speaking, the 

Negroes sang "We Shall OVercome" and 
began the walk back to the church. 

The next day, a group of Negro youths and 
two white SCOPE workers went to the 
courthouse to watch registration. They 
were stopped at the door orthe-eourthouse 
by Deputy SherlU Holloway, who refused 
to let the group Inside. 

One of the registrars came to the door, 
saying that she would not register anyone 
if the workers did not leave the premises. 
The majority of the group left, but six or 
them remained. 

Later, they were again ordered to leave. 
Five of them left, leaving oneSNCC work­
er behind. In about 15 mtnutes, the SNCC 
worker was arrested for falltng to obey an 
officer of the law. He was released on $500 
bond. 

(CLARENCE ~ELTON will be a high 
school junior this fall. He Is spending the 
summer In Greensboro.) 

"FreedomAddress" 
BY HENRY CLAY MOORER 

Many centuries ago, the white men 
brought forth upon this continent our fore­
fathers from Alrica, an act conceived in 
slavery and dedicated to the proposltion 
that all men are not created equal. 

We are now engaged in a great battle of 
freedom, testing whether that white man's 
ideas or any ideas so coocei ved and so 
dedicated to the proposition of slavery to­
ward my people can long endure. 

We are met on this freedom battle field 
faCing up and demanding our rigbts as pro­
vided by the Constitution, We have come 
to dedicate a portion of Has annal resting 
place for those who have given their lives, 
both young and old, white and black, that 
this Movement might live. ltis altogether 
fWlng and proper that we should do this. 

Can Turn Back 
MONTGOMERY--"The true Christian 

reaches a point of no return," the Rev. 
J esse Douglas told his congregation Sun­
day In the First CME Church of Mont­
gomery. 

Once a Christian accepts the experience 
of Christ, the Rev. Douglas said, he can 
never turn back. The minister cited Paul's 
life alter his conversion on the road to 
Tarsus. 

The Rev. Douglas noted the lesson of 
history: 

"History shows that men who have dedl­
cated themselves to Christ have had coo­
victlon." 

"They brought tbe cbanges we have to­
day," be said, "and wrought progress in 
every area," 

Bllt many people have not yet accepted 
Christ, he said. This is a religiOUS 
country, said the Rev. Douglas, yet many 
wbo call themselves Christians do not 
practice His teachings. 

He quoted Paul's letter to the Philip. 
Plans: 

"I have learned in whatever state I am, 
to be content." 

"We need a frame of reference," the 
Rev. Douglas explained. "We must see 
the band of God In all things, even 
when we are tbreatened by adversity." 

"We can take hope from the lesson of 
our own people," he said, "They were 
suppressed, but they didn't let that keep 
them down." I 

The Rev. Douglas cited traditional songs 
like "I Got Shoes, You (' JtShoes." "They 
were barefoot," he said, "but they thought 
about shoes." 

"Once a man accepts Christ," he con. 
cluded, "that gives him the little extra 
push to go on. Then he can make it and 
not turn around." 

BY MICHAEL S. LOTTMAN 
At All~Star Game time, the major league ROCky went from Detroit to Kansas City. 

baseball standings are pretty hard to be- Though he had some good years, he was 
lieve. never as happy as he was In Cleveland, 

This Is especially true In the American ADd the Cleveland fans were never as happy 
Leaeue, where the MIMesola Twins and the as they were when Colavito was on the 
Cleveland Indians are at the top of the team. 
standings and the mighty Yankees are But this year the Indians gotRockyback. 
flounderlng around In sixth place. The fans went wUd when he hit a homer 

Nobody thought the Twins or the Indians In his first game in Cleveland's Municipal 
would be much good this year. Stadium. Ever since then, Rocky has 

The Twins, the experts said, could hit really been belUng that ball. 
home runs by the dozen, but most of their The Twins have been adequate on defense 
fielders couldn't catch a bear In a tele- mainly because their little shortstop, Zollo 
phone booth, Versalles, has been covering about three-

The experts didn't think much of the In- fourths of the infield. 
dians, either. Rocky ColaVito, they said, The rest of the infielders are silll guys 
was over-rated. (He's now near the top with lead in their feet, like HarmonKille­
In homers and runs batted In.) ADd who brew and Rich Rollins. But versalleshas 

ever heard ot Vlc DavalUlo? (He's leading 
the league in batttng.) 

Tbe chief reason for the Indians' success 
has been the return of Colavito. 

About five years ago indian general 
manager Frank Lane· traded the Rock a­
way to Detroit, for banjo hitter Harvey 
Kuenn. Kuenn Is now a Chicago Cub, 
whicb shows how mucb be had left. 

been allover the place. He's the reason 
why pitchers like Jim Grant and CamUo 
Pascual have winning records. 

Both of lastyear'speMant wtnners--the 
New York Yankees In the American League 
and the st. Louis Cardinals In the Na­
tlonal--are having terrible seasons. 

Almost everyone but the batboy has been 
out of the Yankee Itneup with 1njuries. 
Among the walklng wounded have been 
Mickey ManUe, Elston Howard, Roger 
Maris and Whitey Ford, 

In other years, these guys would have 
been four-ninths of the A.L. All-star team. 
Now they're just trying to slay healthy. 

Ford has been showing some signs of 
We, though. After two months of losing 
more games than he won, he pulled himseU 
togeUler and recently became the league's 
llrs110-game winner. 

The Card1nals are in seventh place be­
cause their pitchers forgot how to pitch, 
Tile only bright light was Bob Gibson's 
eight-game winning streak at the start of 
the season. The trouble was, he then turned 
aroond and lost six In a row. 

We'll predict right now that the Indians 
wtll WID the A.L. peMant, with Colavito 
getting the Most Valuable Player award, 

[n"the N.L., the Los Angeles Dodgers 
will finish first, and pitcher Sandy Koufax 
will be the MVP. 

We could be wrong--It wouldn't be the 
first time. 

But In a very large sense, we cannot 
dedlcate--we cannot consecrate--we can­
not hallow this ground. The brave men and 
women living and dead who have struggled 
and are struggling here, have consecrated 
it far above our poor power to add or de­
tract. The world w1llltttle note nor 1000g 
remember what we say and do here, but 
it can never forget what we and our tore­
fathers did here. 

Greensboro Minister Lives in Fear; 

Committee 
Police Tests 
The Rev. J.E. Lowrey, spokesman for the 

groutJ that met with the mayor, said the Ne­
gro community now has a deep feeling of 
"disappoln~ment, disgust, despair and 
frustration" because of tlje cHy's failure 
to hire Negroes as police officers. He 
said the Inter-racial panel could find out 
if the personnel board's tests have been 
given and graded fairly. 

The Rev. Gardner said the Negro comm­
uni ty woulctUke to know If the police exam­
ination Is a fair test of a man's ability to 
do police work. 
"There have been Negroes with college 

degrees that have been unable to pass this 
examination, and many 01 these Negroes 
were specially trained for the exam " h~ 
said. ' 

Four of the Negroes who failed the exam 
last week took part In a training program 
sponsored by attorney Philander L. Butler. 
"I worked with these fellows every day 

for the last five weeks, and If anybody could 
have passed it, these fellows could have," 
Butler said. 

He said that one of his students scored 
69.14, less than one point away from the 
passing grade of 70. 

The Rev. Gardner said, "U this city was 
really interested In getting Negro police­
men, It would have had them on the force 
by now. 
"I don't think the test Is given to whites 

as it is to Negroes. There ts not one Ne­
gro on the personnel board; therefore, 
whites give the test, whites grade the test, 
and I wonder if Negroes will ever pass the 
test." 
Mayor Boutwell told Negro leaders that 

the inter-racial panel "was a fair and ef­
fective means of determining what you want 
to know." 

Seven Shotguns Guard His Home 
It is for us the living, now, rather, to be 

dedicated here to the unfinished work that 
our forefathers and leaders have thus far 
so nobly carried on. Ills rather for us, tile 
Negroes, to be here dedicated to this great 
task remaining before us--tha.tfrom these 
honored deal1 we take In~teased devodoo 
to that caUse for whicb they gave the last 
full measure of devotionj and that we highly 
resolve that tbese dead should not have 
died in vain; that this nation, under God, 
sball have a new blrthoffreedom, thatwlll 
be fot all people regardless of race, color, 
religion, or sexj and that this form of 
government--of the people, and for the 
people, for both black and white or any 
man who is a citizen of the UnitedStates-­
sball not ever perish from the earth, 

(Henry Clay Moorer, 16, r:l Greenv1lle, 
wrote the "Freedom Address" alter a 
mass meeting July 11.) 

Cohn Tells His Plan for Tuskegee: 
A n Integrated Nursing Home 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
"By July 1964," Cohn Said, "I had de­

cided that If the public hlgb school did not 
re-open on an Integrated basis inSeptem­
ber, and If a liberal city government was 
not elected, I would pack up and get the hell 
out of town." 

But both these things did happen. 
Cohn said the new superlntendentofedu­

caUon and high school principal "came In 
with almost impossible odd~tofight. They 
have not done a perfect JOb, but they got 
the public school system running, and it 
seems that every day now we're getting 
more of a public school system." 

Tbe new City Councll, with three whites 
and two Negroes plus the white mayor, 
"Is better than what Tuskegee had, but I 
don't think they're exerclslng enough 
leadership. Tbey drag their feet at any­
thing that is real progressive," Cohn 
said. 

Last December, Cohn said, be MCided 
that the time was right for him to hire 
Negroes. 

"AS sean as I did, a white lady who had 
been working for me for 15 years wIDed 
out of the store and tooic most ofmy white 
trade with her." 

on the other hand, Cohn said, "the 
Negro cIUzens have fallen short on their 
part because they did not start a campaign 
to support my store. 

seen my white customers swappedforNe­
gro ones." 

But Cohn said he planned to follow up his 
store integration in a" progressive andor­
derly fashion." 

His two big projects are a nursing home, 
already under constrUCtion, and a com­
munity development project, with a motel, 
recreaUon center and sbopplng area. 

Mobile Notes 
MOBILE--A couple years ago, six mem­

bers of the Mobile White Citizens' CouncU 
picketed a downtown store that had just 
integrated its lunch counter. 

They were immediately arrested for 
picketing without a permit. 

This was the largest and most success­
ful "civil rights" demonstration In Mo­
bUe's history. 

The City fathers try to keep Mobile's 
narne clean. So far they have succeeded, 
Throughout Alabama, people wlll tell you 
Mobile Is different. 

But Mrs. Dorothy Wllllams mlgbtas well 
Uve 1n the worst ortJle redneck belt, rather 
than in the MobUe suburb of Prichard, 
where she llves DOW. 

BY DAVID M. GORDON 

GREENSBORO--The Rev. Arthur Days, 
top civll rights leader here In Hale County, 
Is a man who leads two lives. 

In public, the Rev. Days speaks out 
sharplY on the problems qf local Neiroes. 
The civil r1ghts movemeri~ In Greensboro 
ls pushing hard 1n its drive for Negro 
rlghts, and the Rev. Days pushes harder 
and speaks more firmly than anyone. 

Ten days ago, he led a march of BOO 
people to the county courthouse,demanding 
"One Man, One Vote." When he was asked 
U he would march without a parade permlt, 
he said he would rather go to jail than 
turn back. 

But In private, the thin, nervous, 42-
year old minister Is haunted by fear for his 
own life. 

He rarely steps outside his home, alrald 
that someone might shoot him. When he 
does come outside, he often wears dark 
rlasses, a hat pulled low over his forehead, 
and a towel wrapped around his necl<. 

When we went to see the Rev. Days, a 
tall teen-ager took us Into a dark, well­
protected basement in the back of the 
church, The teen-ager acted like a per­
sonal body-guard. 

The Rev. Days sat quietly on an old 
church pew, hidden from those outside. 
He didn't begin to speak freely with us 
about his private tears untll he was sure 
we could be trusted. 

"We have shot guns inside the house," 
the Rev. Days said, "and teen-agers bave 
volunteered to guard the house at night, 
I usually don't walk outside tbechurchun­
less I absolutely have to. 

"Even when we have a mass meeting, 
[ have to sneak tn the side entrance." 

As we talked, friends kept poking their 
heads in the basement door to cbeck on the 
minister. Everyone made as little noise 
as pOSSible, careful not to alarm him. 

one visitor, who hadn't seen the Rev. 
Days for a while, asked If he was all right. 
"I'm shaking," the Rev. Days said, "but 
I'm gotng to live." 

The minister said he was actually more 
afraid of being shot by a Negro than by a 
white. 

"Whenever whites approach," be said, 
"I'm on my guard and my friends stay 
around to watch over me. But wben Ne­
groes are around, I relax. Anyone of 
them could easily shoot me In the side of 
the head." 

He didn't say why a Negro would possi­
bly want to kill him. He said only that a 
killer, whatever his reasons or race, 
wouldn' t be risking a thing. 

"A $1,000 reward for my murder has 
been offered by a private cltlzen," said the 
Rev. Days, "and the police aren't about to 
prosecute someone who goes after that 
money." 

No one here really knows If the Rev. 
Days has reason to be so alrald. In some 
ways, his fear seems justified. 

The Hale County movement, which the 
Rev. Days started when be came to Greens­
boro last JaJluary, has upset many or the 
local white people. Recently, the pbone at 
the Rev. Days' parsonage has been clanging 
with angry threats. 

Two months ago, according to some Ne­
groes living with the Rev. Days at the time, 
three white men came Into his backyard 
late at nigbt, all of them carrying guns. 

Chas"J away by the mlnister'6 armed 
teen-age house guards, the three men ran 
around a corner, firing shots into the air. 

Even so, a lot of the Rev. Days' fear 
comes from what he thinks wlll happen In 
the future, not from what has happened in 
the P¥t. 

He had never worked with the clvll rights 
movement before he came to Greensboro. 
Wben he plunged Into the movement, he 
thought It was a decision he could never 
back away from,no matter what might hap­
pen. 

"I took the Ume to commit myself," he 
said, "I have placed my whole life on the 
altar." 

Alter the Rev. Days excused hlmseU to 
take care of some bUSiness, we asked a 
young civU rights worker Uwe could come 
back to the house later that night. Tbe 
worker said we could, ~t warned: 

"When you come, announce yourselves 
loudly, and don't go sneaking around. We 
have seven sbot guns Inside that house, and 
they 'aren' t there for shooting rabbits." 

Panel Georgia 
Abolishing 

Considers 
Electric Cha ir 

BY CHARLES JAC!,<SON, JR. 
ROME, Ga.--The state of Georgia open­

ed hearings here July 12 to determine pub­
lic opinion on the death sentence. 

gro. 

Subscribe to 
"The oUler mercbants of Tuskegee have 

not followed through by also hiring Ne­
groes. Instead they sat up and watched 
what happened to me. And they've only 

Since the middle of June, five SCOPE 
workers have been staying In ber house. 
She reports that she has received threaten­
Ing pbooe calls, bricks have been thrown 
through her Windows, and a cross has been 
burned on ber front yeard. 

... . . A senate com mittee took testimony from 
19 people. Eleven called for 9.l\ end to the 
death penalty, and eight supported keeping 
It. 

Of the seven women who testified, only 
one was In favor of keeping the death sen­
tence. Mrs. Ray Reed said that It was 
"too expensive" to keep a prisoner In jail 
for the rest ot his life. 

The Rev. Robert Beeland attacked both 
the death penalty· and the present system 
or prisons. He called for a "revamplng 
of the whole pellal system" and a "better 
system of rehabilitation." Reese 
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open three weeks ago, when Elder William 
Ezra Greer, a DCVL associate, was ar­
rested 00 obscenity charges. 

At Ihls trial last Tuesday, Greer was 
lined $25 tor swearing In the presence of 
a young girl. Greer has left town. 

Clty _______ State.e ___ _ Many feel that Baker's investigation be­
gan with Greer's arrest, Police say DCVL 
members filed complaints about the steer~ 

type of subscrlptlonl--------- Ing committee's use r:l DCVL funds. 
"They carne to us," said one police of­

ficer. "We didn't go on a fishing expedi­
tion." 

But several Negro leaders del1ted this. 
"No one T know complained," said one 

woman. "They wouldn't be my friends 11 
they did," t"{ 

. -'I'ttle VII of the Civil Rights Act, out­
lawing discrimination In employment, went 
into effect on July 2. It protects Negroes 
against discrimination in hiring, promo­
tions, pay, dismissal, jOb privileges, and 
the use of Job laclUties. 

But the law doesn't work by itseU. 
A man or woman who is discriminated 
against must tile a complaint. 

Ike Madison, 01 578 Davis Ave., Mobile, 
Is working in Alabama this summer tor the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund, Inc. He will do the necessary lecal 
work for NeCroes who want to complaln 
about job discrimination. 

During the summer be wlll make several 
trips to other cities in the state. 

From July 19 to 21 he wUl be in Mont­
IfOmery, and froD) JUly 22 to 26m Birm1nC­
bam. He can be reaebed thrOUCh lbe 
NAACP offla5 In both clties. 

Wh1le many other states have abollshed 
the death sentence in the past few years, 
Georgia is the first Deep South state to con­
sider the question, U Georgia ended the 
death pepalty, other southern statesmlgbt 
follow her lead, 

James Floyd, state representative from 
Chattooga County, was among the most ve­
hement supporters of the death sentence 
as a protection against crime. He attacked 
the .. soft" treatment of criminals. 

U It cooUnues, he said, "we may as well 
put prisoners In motels with TV and ra­
diO." 

people tend to believe th~t the death pen­
alty 1s used aplnst mlnorlty groups or 
"the Dirger," Floyd said, 

Except for OIle year in which no one was 
executed, 1964 was the llrst year In the 
last 40 that Geotgta did-not execute a Ne-

Another minister, tbe Rev. Gustav 
Schultz, said he was convinced that capl­
tal punishment is "notat all a deterrent 
to crime." 

One of the witnesses drew sharp replles 
from members of the Senate committee 
when be accused the rroup ot being under 
Communist Influence. Paul KIng said that 
Communlsts had infiltrated the United . 
States' "power structure," and perhaps 
the Georcla senate. 

But Senator William searcy of Savannah 
quicklY denied the charges. "Russladoes 
have a capital puaishment statute," he 
said. , 

If[ don't know anyone wbobeUevedmore 
In capital punishment than Stalin," acited 
senator Kenneth Kilpatrick or Jonesbdro. 


