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Negro Leaders Reveal How They 
, 

Worked Strategy W~Y~O!E~~~~a!ats 

STATE TROOPERS INSPECT THE DEAD MAN'S CAR AT THE PLACE WHERE 
DA VID COLSTON WAS SHOT DOWN SUNDAY IN FRONT OF A CAMDEN CHURCH. 

All Quiet 
After 

Crunden 
Negro Killed, 

White Man Arrested 

• 
In 

BY EDWARD M. RUDD 

CA MDEN--A violent killing that brought angered Ne­
groes to the streets shattered the quiet of a Sunday af­
ternoon here. 

PARTY 'LOYALISTS' ERASE 
WHITE SUPREMACY TAG 

BY STEPHEN E. COTTON 

BIR l\I1N GHA l\I--"This is something like a sore 
tooth," a member of the State Democratic Executive 
Committee warned his colleagues last Saturday. "It 
hurts when you get it removed, but removed it must 
be." 

Eleven minutes later 
the operation was over. 
Gone were the words 
"white supremacy" from 
the old party motto, 
"White Supremacy For 
The Right." 

The party's offic1al emblem still 
bears the tradltlonal Rooster, but now 
its slogan is "Democrats for the 
Right," 

There were 170,000 reasons for giv­
Ing the 62-year-old bird someth1ngnew 
to crow about; that's how many Negroes 
are expected to reg1ster in Alabama in 
time for the general election in Novem-
ber. . 

Leaders of the Alabama Democratic 
Conference, a state-wide Negro poUti­
cal organization, had threatened to 
campaign against all Democratic can­
didates unless the label was changed. ROY MAYHALL 

Democratic Committee Chairman 

Negro political leaders admitted this week that they 
are not sure where they would have gone if the Demo­
cratic Party had rejected their latest demands to abo­
lish the "white supremacy" label. 

Members of the Alabama Democratic Conference, 
Inc., a mainly Negro political action group, revealed 
how they "put it on the line" to "loyalist" Democrats: 
get rid of the rooster or forget about the Negro vote. 

What was never "put on the line" was just what Ne­
gro voters would have done if the "white supremacy" 
party slogan had stayed. "It was sort of a gam­

ORZELL BILLINGSLEY JR. 
Democratic Conference Cha1rman 

ble," admitted James 
Kolb, ADC I delegate from 
Crenshaw County and one 
of a dozen Negroes to at­
te nd a sec ret meeting with 
Democratic loyalists last mODth. 

"Negroes actually did not want to 
leave the Democratic Party," said Kolb 
this week. "It the white supremacy la­
bel had been kept, there was the threat 
of a third party, a few votes might have 
gone Republican, some would have 
stayed horne •••• " 

But the Democratic Conference lead­
ers never had a concrete plan in mInd-­
except for their long-standing public 
vow to get rid of the "white supremacy" 
line. 

"1 don't believe in burning your 
brains before you have to," satdOrzell 
Bll11ngsley Jr., of Birmingham, confer­
ence chairman. 

Within 24 hours, however, leaders had called oftfurther protest marches say­
Ing the sherUf had done all he could. 

Early last Sunday afternoon a 40-year-old !'{egro slowly drew up to the curb at 
Antioch Baptist Church where people were waiting for a funeral to start, and was 
shot to death by a white man. 

David Colston, a carpenter and father of a 13-year-oldboy, was shot through the 
head a few moments after he stepped out of his car to see whether James T. 
Reaves, the driver or the car behind, had hit and dented the car. 

And even without massive Negro op­
pOSition, many Democratic candidates 
would have an uphill fight against Re­
publ1cans. 

"We can not aUord to take a stick 
and run oUI50,OOOtol70,OOOpeoplewho 
might vote for US," argued Charles 
McKay of Sylacauga, who madethemo­
tion to change the label. 

Tuskegee Council Passes 
Local Desegregation Law 

Some Alabama DemocraUc Confer­
ence members, notably Arthur Shores 
of the Jefferson County progressive 
Democratic Conference, thought that 
Negroe!' should vote Democratic, label 
or no label. And, according to another 
ADCI member, Shores was ready to as­
sure the loyallsts of this. 

"Reaves held his hand up--I knew then that he had fired the shot," said Col­
ston's widow. 

"My husband slumped to the ground, 
and didn't say another word." "'h:" 

Although Colston had been one of the In ~,_ Week's 
Southern Courier 

first Negroes to run in the ASCS farm 
elections last fall, he was nota man who 
would have been singted out as a civil 
rights leader. 

The mayor of Camden was tying In bed 
recovering from a week in the hospital 
when he heard the news. 

"It was something we had fought and 
hoped wouldn't come about," said May­
or Reginald Albritton. "It came at the 
most unexpected time and place." 

A MOBILE MAN WHO WAS 'DROWN­
ED' ONCE AND SHIPWRECKED TWICE 
IN A SINGLE WEEK, WHO SAVED A 
SHIPMATE FHOM A MONSTROUS 
SIIAHK, AND HAS HAD AS MUCH EX­
CITEMENT SINCE THEN ON LAND. 
See page Four. 

HOW DOES A HADIOSTATIONOPE-
HA TE, Jo'HOM THE TIME THE DISC 
JOC KEY SELECTS A HECORD TO THE 
TIME YOU HEAR IT OVER THE AIR? 
See Page Three. 

It was a battle between "loyalls t" 
Democrats, who support the national 
Democratic party, and" states rights" 
Democrats, who suppOrt Governor 
George Wallace and oppose the national 
party leadersh1p. 

A majority of the committee mem­
bers agreed that Negro voters may be 
impOrtant In the next election. But just 
to play safe, they shouted through a re­
solution for a secret ballot on McKa~" s 

motion. 
States righters on the committee 

were enraged. 
"Any member of this com mlttee who 

isn' t w1lling to show the people of this 
state how he stands on the nigger ques­
tion isn't fit to serve on this commU­
tee," bellowed Leonard Wilson execu­
tive secretary of the Citlzens Councll of 

Barely two hours after the shooting 
many of the people at the funeral were 
faCing Mayor Albritton and 20 armed 
police in the s treet outside the church. 
The pOl1cemen were armed with hlgh­
powered,automatic carbines and sawed­ GO\,EH~OH WALLACE WRITES A Alabama. 

LETTER ABOUT VOTING. See Page The states rights members did man-off shotguns. 
The mayor was not going to let the 100 

Negro men and women march downtown. 
"The only way you're going to march 

down there Is with the federal govern­
ment leading it," he told the march 
leaders angrlly. 

It wasn't the first time Albritton had 

Two. 

FIFTY POUNDS OF FISH LEAD TO A 
PHE-SCHOOL NUHSERY FOH MACON 
COUNTY YOUNGSTEHS. See Page 
Five. 

age to have one roll call vote. It ap­
pealed the decision to have the final vote 
by secret ballot. 

The roll call was the decIsive test 
on the whole issue, and the states rights 
forces lost it, 39-32. But they kept 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col. 3) 

'What COunty Are You From, Sir ?' 

BY MARY ELLEN GALE 

TUSKEGEE--Near the end of an ex­
plosive meeting in a jammed court­
room, the city council this week passed 
a strongly worded ordinance outlawing 
segregatlon in publ1c places. 

The vote was 5 to 1. 
Both Negro councllmen, two of the 

three white councilmen, and Mayor 
Charles M. Keever voted for the contro­
versial law. Only John Sides voted a-
gainst it. • 

"All persons shall be entitled to the 
tull and equal enjoyment of the goods, 
services, priVileges, adVantages, and 
accommodations of any place of public 
accommodation ... without discrimina­
tion or segregation on the ground of 
rac'e, color, rel1g1on, or national ori­
gin," the ordinance declares. 

It defines as public places all enter-
tainment and recreational areas, res­
taurants, gas statlons, and bus termi­
nals; hospitals, nursing homes, and si­
milar facUities; and commerciallodg­
Ings except for homes which are also 
small boarding houses. 

The ordinance outlaws any ettort-­
direct or indirect, by denial, Intimlda-

faced marchers in Camden. Last 
spring, at the time of the Selma 
marches, he had permitted large daily 
marches of Camden SChool children. 
But on this !lay he wasn't going to let 
them march. 

"[ didn't know the situation," said 
Mayor Albritton later. "Nobody else 
did. It was so unexpected--I just wanted 

Farm Folks Full of Questions 
time." 

Negroes went home angry that night. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIYE, Col. 5) 

Eye-Witnesses 
Give Account 
CAMDEN--Eye-wltnesses gave this 

account of the shooting here: 
About 2:00 p.m., David Colston's car 

arrived in front of the Antioch Baptist 
Church on State Route 11. Colston was 
driving, his wife Cassie sat beside him. 
Three relatives rode in the back seat. 

Colston pulled to the curb to park, 
and the left rear corner 01 his car was 
hit l1ghtly from behind by another car. 

The sheriff later Identified the driv­
er of the other car as James T. qeaves. 
116, a Wilcox County farmer. He was 
alone in the car. 

colston stopped, and Reaves drove up 
alongside. Both men rolled down their 
windows and asked each other whathad 
happened. 

Colston got out of his car, walked to 
the rear and bent over to look at his 
bumper. Finding no damage, he walked 
forward between the cars and SpOke to 
Reaves through the righthand window of 
Reaves' car. 

According to the same witnes s, 
Reaves asked, "What are }'ou hunting, 
trouble?" 

"NO, I just wanted to see what damage 
done 'to my car .. Colston answered. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, ("0] 5) 

FARMERS WANT TO LEARN FROM GOVERNMENT AGENTS HOW TO BENEFIT FROM PROGRAMS FOR POOR PEOPLE 
BY GAIL FALK 

MONTGOMERY --"['m losing a day's 
work because I want to find out how I can 
get down here what they got up there. 
The}" crowd m} mailbox up tellinr me 
about the programs the government's 
got, but Iflgodown to the post office and 
ask the man how I can get some 01 those 
programs, that man's not gonna tell me 
nuthln' because my skin is black." 

Eugene Ilardy fr om Autauga ("ounty 
and about 300 other people from rural 
areas of the state had this problem 00 

their minds when they carne to Mont­
gomer} last weekend for B "Statewide 

CODference on GovernmentalAnti-pov­
erty and Other Programs to Aid Low­
Income Rural People." 

They listened while state and federal 
offlc1a1s of the Farmers Horne Admi­
nistration (FHA), Agricultural Stabi­
lization and Conservation Service 
(ASCS), Federal Extension serVice, 
Farmers Cooperative Service and Of­
fice of Ecooomlc Opportunity (OEO) told 
the twO-day meeting about government 
prorrams that could help farmers. 

ADd then they started to ask ques­
tions. 

"The Nerro st1lIdoesn'thaveany re-

presentation on the ASCS committees In 
my area," said a Black Belt farmer. "I 
want to lc"ow how we un get some Ne­
groes on the ballot." 

"It is now mandatory," answered an 
ASCS representative, "tohavethe same 
percentage of Negro candidates 011 ASCS 
ballots as there are Negro farmers In 
thE' county." 

"And you can put the name ofanyon!c' 
you want on that ballot," he said, "if you 
have a petiUon slrned by six people." 

"What county are you from, sir?" 
Ernest Essex, head of a vegetable coop­

{CONTINUED ON PAGE 4, ("01. 3) 

tion, or punlshrnent-- to segregate a 
public place. Violators ma~' be fined not 
more than $100 and jailed for not more 
than 90 days. 

The ordinance will take effect In the 
city and its pollce jurisdiction around 
Mar. I, 30 days after publication. 

Negro leaders from TUskegee Instl· 
tute demanded a city desegregation law 
after the murder of Samuel L. Younge, 
a stUdent clvll rights leader, early this 
month, Local whites opposed the Idea 
at a council meeting two weeks al!;o. 

But the council had evident!}· worked 
out an agreement with both sides in 
marathon private sessions. At Tuesday 
night's open meeting, the ord1nance 
passed wlthol.t public discussion or 
protest. 

In fact, by the time it came up for con­
sideration, the ordinance was almost an 
anti-cl1max. 

From start to finish, the hour-long 
councll meeting simmered with tension 
and disorder. Several councllmen lost 
their tempers. Angry spectators some­
times outshouted the mayor. Many of 
the 150 visitors applauded their friends 
and jeered their opponents. 
A petltlon signed by more than 200 Tus­

kegee residents warned that "certain 
recent events •••• w1lliead to breakdown 
of law and order in the community." 

The signers requested fair enforce­
ment of the laws for governing publlc 
demonstrations "against all persons, 
regardiess of race, color, creed, or 
national origin." 

The peti ti on was apparentl> aimed at 
llmltlnt student demonstrations. 

Groups of students have marched or 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO, Col. I) 

The loyalist members from JettersOIl 
County got together before Christmas 
with Negro political leaders In the coun­
ty and heard the Negroes' complaints. 
At the end of the meeting, It was decided 
to call a larger gathering of a dozen loy­
al�st Democrats and an equal number of 
Influential Negro leaders from around 
the state • • 

After that closed meeting--held two 
weeks later In the plush Parl1ament 
House Motor Hotel In Blrmingham-­
Democratic Party loyalists were con­
vinced that the "white supremacy" la­
bel had to go U the party hoped to win 
over the 170,000 to 200,000 Negroes who 
are expected to be qualified to vote in 
Alabama. 

Judge Roy Mayhall, cha1rma:Jofthe 
state Democratic execuUve committee, 
presided at the meeting, at which the 
Negroes were asked about the attitudes 
of their people about the label. 

The Negro leadersarruedthatcolor­
red people would not vote under the 
white supremacy label. 

Billingsley, In an earl1er letter to all 
172 members of the executive commit­
tee, had called the slogan" lnsultlng and 
slanderous, oUensive and vicious." 

But his only threat of a revoltbYNe­
gro voters wastosay,ashesatdpubl1c­
ly in Mobile last fall, "Our war on this 
wh1te supremacy label might have tobe 
carried Into the general election of 1966. 

SOme white Democrats asked the 
Democratic Conference people to vote 
under the "wh1te supremacy" label ODe 
more year. ADCI leaders sUenced their 
members who were inclined to go along 
wi th that. The leaders had decided not to 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO, Col. 1) 

Barbour Anti-Poverty Planners 

Told, 'Can't Do Without Them' 
BY MARY ELLEN GALE 

COMER -- "You have to have them 
because }'ou can't get a Barbour Coun­
ty povert}· program withou t them," B. 
D. Mayberry told the monthly PTA 
meeting at all-Negro Comer Vocational 
High Sch()()l. 

Then Mayberry, dl'Bn of Tuskegee 
Institute's agriculture school and a 
planner of several anti-poverty pro­
rrams, turned around and pointed. 

Everybody looked at three men sit­
ting behind him on the stage. They 
happened to be the only three wh1te 
mtln in the big, cold higb school audi­
torium. 

They were Haymond E. Faught, su-
perintendent of Barbour Count 
schoolsi John M. D1smukes,~airma.1 
of the county Board of Revenue; and 
Charlie Weston, chairman of the anti­
poverty program for Barbour, Henry, 
and Dale counties. 

They all looked just a little s tartled. 
"The federal government puts up 90 

per cent of the money for your projects, 
but you have to put up ten per cent. 
Where are you going to get it? You 
can't- -not without their help," May­
berry conUnued. 

"If you ask them, they'll partlclpate. 
They probably promised it when they 
were running for office." 

The three men smiled three separate 
smlles without showIng any teeth atatl. 

"There is no such thing as an hOlIest, 
sincere government that will notparti­
clpate in a poverty program," Mayber­
ry said. "Because if it does, everybody 
wins." 

The county otticlals looked solemn. 
After Mayberry 51t down, Superinten­
dent Faught stood up. He smUedbene­
volently at h1s audience of 100, mostly 
farmers. 

"I Uke to work with people in rural 
sections," he said. "Most progress in 
any country or for allY people is derived 
from the so11. OJ 

"Maybe we haven't solved our pr0b­
lems, but we hope to take advantap at 
the poverty program !WIt .. fast u we 
can qualItY for themoaey." Tbellbesat 
down. 

"Everyth111C is I01nc to wort out 
mighty well," D1smukes promised. 
"AnythiDI tbe Board at Reveaue cancio 
to help, we wtu." 

"Tile best friend tbe N8II'O race IIU 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col. 1) 
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Editorial Opinion 

The Antique 
That roar you heard this week was from Birmingham 

officials after the Department of Justice sent federal 
voting examiners there. 

Jefferson County registrars claim that they have 
been available at their scheduled times to register any­
one who came along. In addition. they say there have 
been times when no one came along. 

Any Negro knows why federal examiners are neces­
sary. He knows of the constant doubt at the court house 
over whether he has done everything properly and in­
deed whether he is truly qualified to vote once he lea ve s 
the local registrars' office. 

But beyond that. there is a mechanical reason for 
federal examiners. At their present pace. the regis­
trars could never register all the people who want to 
vote in the May primary election. 

The system of voter registration in Alabama, as in 
just about every other state. is an antique in an age of 
computers and rapid communications. 

Voting is so important that all citizens ought to be 
able to vote at a time when they are not at work, at a 
place they can easily reach and in a way that takes only 
a few seconds, 

Since August, 200 white people have gone to federal 
examiners to qualify to vote. Most of them were co~­
lege students who found the local registrars closed 
whenever they were home. The others were workers 
who could not leave their jobs to register during the 
day. They went to the federal examiners after 5 p.m. 
or on Saturdays. 

, L'ocal registration officials should view the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 as more than a crash program to 
register every Negro in sight. It could be used to speed 
up and simplify the system of registering all citizens. 

Instead of bellyaching about federal invasions and the 
loss of free elections, whites should see to it that citi­
zens of both races take advantage of the presence of 
federal examiners in their county. 

Instead of competing to claim credit for getting fed­
eral examiners. Negro leaders must make sure that the 
examiners are kept busy day and night. 

Spread tire Word 
In a letter that cost taxpayers of both races $3,300. 

Governor Wallace sent a me ssage to the state's 600,000 
white school children. 

The Governor's message is a timely and important 
one for the parents of all children--Negro and white-­
and so we reprint it here. 

Dear Student: 
It is a grea t privilege to help protect our nation 

and our freedoms by voting. 
Please ask members of your family 21 years of 

age or older if they are regIstered to vote and if 
they have paid their poll tax. 

In order to vote this year a citizen must be 
registered and must ha ve paid his poll tax. Would 
you please take this message home to your 
parents. 

Sincerely yours, 

George C. Wallace 
Governor 

Political Meeting 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

hint at any compromise, 
"We made a power play and we won 

it." sald one Negro pollticalleader. 
Negro leaders urged the loyalists to 

TUSKEGEE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

Picketed downtown almost daUy since 
Younge's death. 

But Miss Gwendolyn patton. TUske­
gee Institute student body preSident, 
suggested that "persoos who carry guns 
and taunt demonstrators are the real 
source of danger." She asked the coun­
cil to outlaw deadly weapons In the 
downtown area during demonstrations. 

Council members sald that they would 
have tostu<ly the reque~tandangrily re­
(u:'>ed to gi ve a date for thei r answer. 

Paul L. Puryear, a )lroCes,~or and co­
chalrmljn oC lhe faculty-based Ad Hoc 
<':ommltt~ for JusUce InMacooCounty, 
presented detailed proposals to oust the 
commis~looer of puhUc safety and cre­
"te lj civilian review btoard to oversee 
the JIf)lIcI' department. 

Cwncilman I)tanley Smith, a Negro, 
I liS Ian lIy rOM' to denounce the ";ul,'Ile ,~­
Uon as "rlr1ml:ilUre," 

lie revll"IIlII lhal till' council had votet! 
ullllllimou.~I , ttl lLo;k IIIl' federal Com­
munity ICI'llitioru. I*rvlcl' til "tudy till) 
pollee ,1('lllIrtRlellt ar~1 If rll<:t,mllll'nd 
lrnllroveJrIl'nl," The cllum:11 tahlr/lI1/oth 
A·JUI,": C;'lOllItlltfo() Ilrfl(lIlsljls untll alter 
,Oil: (,;')irl/llunHy HI,lljtion,\ SorvlcI! study 
11> c:orll,Jielt,d. 

speak out against the"whltesuprem­
acy" label "as Richmond Flowers has 
done," 

"There were eight or ten gulps In the 
room," said a person In attendance, 
"and they went on as If they never heard 
the question." 

In any case, the stage was now setfor 
the meeting or the white state executive 
committee or the Democratic party last 
Saturday in Birmingham. 

As late as Saturday morning, newspa­
per stories said that the label would not 
b(> removed, and Governor George C, 
Wallace must have thought he had e­
Dough votes In the committee to keep It. 

Wallace went to Birmingham last 
weekend, but he soon got wind of the loy­
alists' determination, and he never at­
tempted to put his own prestige on the 
line with a personal appearance before 
lhe executive committee, 

Mayhall wa~ in charge or this mpet­
lng, as well; he saw to 11 that the vote 
was short and sweet--and victorious for 
the loyalists. 

One threat the white Democrats Celt 
was "that third party down tn the Black 
n,·It." 

The Alahama /ll'mocratlc Confererce 
people never played clown the threat but 
privately they thought It would attract 
only a few vote!> away Crom a "white su­

Ilrl'macy" lH'mocratic l'a ,.ty. 
But Stoic!'ly ('arlllichael fllSNCC said. 

"I conll'nd thai If I,Clwnd,·s County had 
nllt Ilut UII a hlac;k (lallt/II'I' , thl' question 
,,( th<' whit .. 1'I1I1~II'" would lI(Over have 
c:uruft up," 

Which Side Are You On? 
if ) ou happen to collect painted cars, you can take your pick, The one above, 

which sa~ s on the right side HELP GET U.S. OUT OF U.N. and on the front SUP­
PORT YOUR LOCAL POLICE, Is on the side of the road north of Mobile. The 
cal' below has been used to taxi people to federal examiners at the Post Office In 
Montgomery. Besides attracllng attention, painting old cars Is a way to defy Pres­
Ident Johnson's policies against auto junkyards and against highway b111boards. 

On Civil Rights Work: 

Episcopal Churchmen 
Trade Bitter Words 

BY ROBERT E. SMITH 

BIRMINGHAM--The Bishop or the 
Episcopal Church In Alabama said last 
week that normal growth of the church In 
1965 was "seriously Interrupted" by 
outside Episcopalians who came to the 
state for civil rights activities, 

Bishop C. C, J. carpenter's remarks, 
made In his annual report to the 
church's state convention here, were 
aimed at. among others, the Episcopal 
SOCiety Cor Cultural and Racial Unity 
(ESCRU), a group of Episcopal clergy­
men and laymen based In Atlanta. 

The group attempts to reform the 
church so that It abides by Its code of 
r aelal equality. 

Just days before the bishoP'S 
charges, ESCRU voted to wrlte a de­
tailed report of what it calls "the 
church's fallure in Alabama," 

ESCRU's executive director, the Rev, 
John B. MorriS, this week called Bishop 
Carpenter "a chaplain to the dying or­
der of the confederacy," 

This name-ca1l1ngamong the Episco­
pal church people has gone on since 
ESCRU rounded up 500 Episcopal mln1-
sters for the 5elma-lo-Montgomery 
march. 

Bishop Carpenter said last week, 
"Our normal growthinaccordancewlth 

Williams Fined 
BffiMlNGHAM -- Hosea WlllJams, 

leader or SCLC's voter registration 
demonstrations here, was found guUty of 
reckless driving in Recorder's Court 
Monday night. 

He was lined $100 and given a 3D-day 
suspended sentenced. 

the tenor of the times was seriously in­
terrupted by the crowd of visitors whose 
presence. motivated by vllrious oojec­
tlves. caused us much dlfllculty and 
brought unwarranted contusion and tra­
giC consequences." 

He told the "unwanted Interlopers" to 
go back where they came from. 

Mr. Morris quarrels with the bishop 
on Cour points: 

Bishop Carpenter has supported the 
right of church ushers In white churches 
to seat Negro visitors In rear pews. 

The Bishop has not licensed ESCRU's 
Rev. Francis walter since he began 
work with the Selma InterreUglous Pro­
ject, a civll rights effort. 

The Bishop has not attempted to com­
bine Negro and white parishes In tour 
clties In the diocese. 

Bishop Carpenter has not commented 
on the retusal or the white Church or the 
Good Shepherd in Mobile to admit Ne­
groes and on the killing of Jonathan M. 
Daniels, an Episcopal student and 
ESCRU member in Haynev11le last Au­
gust. 

The day before Bishop Carpenter's 
speech last week, the guest speaker at 
the convention was the Presiding Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church In 
the United States. the Right Rev. John 
E. Hines. Bishop Hines was one at the 
clergymen who came to Alabama for 
the Selma-to-Montgomery march last 
year. 

At the convention Bishop Hines urged 
the church to II confront the current di­
lemmas with courage, humll1ty and 
zeal," 

He said that the church shoUld be 
ashamed or "the silence of Christ's 
peoslle In this day of revolution." 

Marches Cease 
In Hattiesburg 

Federal Judge Orders Macon 
Jury Lists 

BY DAVID EMMONS 
To Desegregate • ItS 

HATTIESBURG, Mlss.--A bulldozer 
has begun to clear away the remains of 
the burned-out home of Vernon Dabmer , 
the NAACP local voler registration 
chairman who died when fire destroyed 
his home and grocer} s tore Jan, 9. 

His daughter Belt), 10, remains hos­
pitalized. 

Police still have found no suspect In 
what the} said was a deliberate lire 
bombing of the Dahmer home, 

The Hattiesburg Chamber of Com­
merce raised money to build a new 
house on the site, and the Delta Minis­
try, a Mississippi civil rights group, 
collected funds for the education or the 
Dahmer cluidren. The NAACP raised 
money, as 'Nell. 

Dahmer's death brought Charles 
Evers, stale field secretary of the 
NAACP, to Hattiesburg to lead a drive 
for concessions from local businesses 
and the cit} government, much as he did 
in Natchez lasl fall. 

But after a week oC nightly marches 
and mass meetings, Evers left town and 
what was once called "Evers' army" 
dwindled In size. 

Evers' departure left J.C. Fairley, 
local NAACP preSident, In charge as 
leader. People began drifting away 
from the cause and Fairley called off the 
nlghUy marches after city oUicials 
agreed to meet with NAACP officials 
this week and talk about a list of de­
mands. 

BY MARY ELLEN GALE 

TUSKEGEE--The Macon County Jury 
CommiSSion was keeping its plans to it­
self after a federal court order to de­
segregate- -completely and im medlate­
ly--the county jury rolls. 

U. S. District Judge Frank M. John­
son Jr. last week found the jury com­
mission guilty of discrimination against 
Negroes. 

He declared the present method of se­
lecting Jurors "megal and violative or 
the Consti tutional rights. , , ,at Negro 
citizens of Macon County." 

The judge found that the county Jury 
list contained the names of "almost all 
eligible whites," but only one of every 
ten eligible Negroes. 

He ordered the jury commission to 
throw out the list and make a new one 
within 30 days. Hedtrected the commis­
Sion to refill the jury box before the 
spring term of court. 

In making the new l1stand re1U1lng the 
box, the commissioners were enjOined 
from any action "which involves or re­
sults In discrimination by reason or 
race or color in the seIectioo of ju­
rors." 

Although the order takes e!lect im­
mediately, the commissioners have un­
til Feb, 17 toappeal, Edgar T. Johnson, 
chairman of the jury commission, said 
the group would meet "soon" to decide 
whether to appeal or to comply. 

Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 

I wish you could visit the Mobile Gen­
eral Hospital. The pattents out there 
are treated just like animals. Those 
nurses treat the patients justllke dogs 
and hogs. 

Some have had senous operations and 
are In serious pain. They call for the 
nurses, and the nurses Ignore them. 
Those colored people are sufCerlngbe_ 
cause they are not getting any attention. 

The visitors go to get the nurses and 
the} laugh at them. All the nurses for 
the colored do thai. 

The patients don't get attention at 
all at night. They Just have to sutCer un­
m the next day, It Is just regular 
slaughter pen at the General Hospital. 

The manager must not know anything, 

They don't seem to have any inspector 
there, It needs to be closed down or 
someone take over that will treat all 
patients alike. 

The clinic down there Is just a devils 
den. You can go down there at 7 a.m. 
and It will be 4 p.m. before you see a 
doctor and you're still treated like a hog. 
They ;lUt all the peckerwoods ahead or 
the colored. That Is all right. We're 
going to work OD it. 

U It isn't straightened out, it will be 
bent very badly, lou talk aboutsegre­
gatioD--but General Hospital Is very 
segregated, 

(Name withheld) 
Mobile General Hospital 
Mobl1e 

•••• 
To the Editor: 

A magazine was placed on the stands 
some monlhs ago called "The TrueSel­
rna Story," which Wai> supposed!> writ­
ten by one Albell c. (Buck) Persons of 
Birmingham, Alabama, To date I have 
not been ablt' to Cind out who Mr. Per­
sons Is. 

The only I eputallOn wlllch is given in 
the publication 11. the one he gives hIm­
self. The magdzine has as a full tlUe 
"Sex and Clvtl Hlghts , The True Selma 
story," What he has tried to prove has 
been discredited by nurneroo:-. rellabl ... 
people who Wt'I'P [>1 ('sent. 

What can >ou tell me about MI. Per­
sons? 11> thlb t>!lleal o( hl1> journallslII" 
[)oos tile Cool'll'r support hlb point 01 
view'! 

G. W. BnOll!;arllel' 
Ltncolnloll, N.e 

(Editor'S note: The publisher or the 
Selma magazine reports that Persons 
was editor of the Examlner,a Birming­
ham paper that died a couple of years 
ago. and a local writer for Time and 
Life magazines before the Selma maga­
zine appeared, He has written a simllar 
magazine about riots in the North and Is 
working on;. third magazine, called 
"The Jim Clark story," 

The Southern COli riel' thinks that 
Persons In his bookas~uDlesthatCom­
munists control the civil rights move­
ment and Its leaders and then he tl'les to 
pl'ove his point. This newspapet' does 
not support his poinl or view.) 

Tilt: SOUTHERN COUUlEU wel­
('om('!> letter's from anyOlle OIl any 
subJer.t, LOUtH'S mustbe slmed, but 
) our 11:111111 will lJe withheld upon re­
llne:.t, 

Judge Johnson's injuncUonis the lIrst 
court decision outlawing general racial 
discrimination iD the selection of Ala­
bama juries. Slmllar suits have been 
filed In several counties, 

Because Negroes outnumber whites 
In Macon County by more than four to 
one, the ruling is almost certain to pro­
duce Alabama's l1rst jury with more 
than token Negro membership. 

The spring grand jury will meet Aprll 
18, Among the cases It will consider Is 
that at Marvin Segrest, a white service 
station attendant charged with murder­
Ing Samuel L, Younge, a clvU rights 
worker and TUskegee Insti tute student. 

Judge Johnson ruled against the jury 
commission on a clvll suit CIled 18 
months ago by WilHam O. Mitchell, ex­
ecutive secretary of theTUskegeeCivic 
Association, and other TCA members. 

Johnson cited the "wide dispropor­
tions between the number of qualified 
Negroes placed OIl the jury rolls and in 
the jury box" as sufficient evidence that 
the Tuskegee c1t1zens' constitutional 
rights had been denied. 

He reminded the jury commissioners 

BY MARY MOULTRIE 

TV, one of the world's most modern 
t/Ileans or communication. Is also one of 
the most highiy criticized. 

SOme critics believe that there should 
be more educatlooal and cultural shows. 
to heighten the standards of all Ameri­
cans. 

However, the average man and woman 
are not looking for anything that re­
qUires the exertion of their minds dur­
Ing their leisure. To this average 
American the TV set Is his bestfriend, 
because It Is his escape from modern 
day life and Its problems, 

Of the shows comilli up this week. 
which of these do you think w1l1 get the 
highest raUngs? 

SUNDAY, JAN. 30 

MY FAVORITE MARTIAN--Uncle 
Martin and Tim stage a confidence gaml' 
in an effort to out-con a bogus sc ientist 
who has sold Mrs. Brown a phoney gold­
brick, 6:30 p,m, Channel 4 In Dothan, 
Channel 131n Birmingham, Channell!) In 
Huntsville and Channel 20 In Montgom­
ery, 

BONANZA--A dim-witted man loses 
all sense oC reality when he sees his 
fl'lend k1l1ed, In "Destiny's Child," 
8 p.m. Channel 10 In MoI>lle, Channel 
12 In MOlltgoml'ry, Chanllel131n BIl'ln­
ingham and Charulel 15 In Florence, 

MONDAY, JAN. 31 

AHT CITU.:S 010' ,(,liE WOHLO-­
TheodOre KlHzke of the University c1 

that Alabama law requlr~s them to-main­
tain a jury roll containing the name of 
every qualified male ciUzen and also to 
place the names on separate cards in a 
jury box, Names of jurors are drawn 
from the box at the start oteach term of 
court. 

Under Johnson's order, the jury com­
mission clerk must use the eUfl'4llt 
voters list, taxassessors' Ustaml tele­
phone directory to make a Cull jury list. 
The jury commissioners must then 
meet regularly to select names from 
the full list for the jury roll, 

In selecting names, Johnson said, 
the commissioners may apply such 
state qualifications for jury service as 
"good character" and ability to read 
English. But he warned that the re­
quirements "must be imposed fairly 
and objectively.." regardless of 
race," 

"The qualified Negro citizen," he 
wrote. "has a right not to be denied 
participation In the democratic insti­
tutions by which all cltlzens become 
most directly Involved In the adminis­
tration of justice." 

Alabama shows a collection of great 
Spanish paintings in Madrid, 7:30 p.m, 
Channel 21n Andalusia. Channel7lnAn­
nlston, Channel 10 In Birmingham. 
Channel 25 In Huntsv11le, Channel 26 in 
Montgomery and Channel 42 In Mobile 
(ETV), 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 2 

BEVERLY HILLBILLIES -- Grann) 
mistakes an ostrich gulping tomatoes In 
the Clampetts' gardenior a giant chick­
en, 7 :30 p,m. Channel 4 In Dothan, Chan­
nel 19 In Huntsville and Channel 20 In 
M(lntgomery. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 3 

BEWITCHED--Fastest gun on Madi­
son Ave., Samantha helps Darrln to KOa 
ClIrt, and Da I'rln almost ends up In th(> 
ring with the heavj weight champ, 8 p,m. 
Channel 3 In Pensacola, Fla" Channel 6 
In Birmingham, Channel 8 In Selma, 
Channel 13 in Mobile and Channel 321n 
Montgoml'r) , 

FRIDAY, FED, I 

AHT FESTI\'AL--A public squat'e In 
Napll's Is tll(> setting fol' a thre(>-ac t 
fal'ce II) Mollt'!'!?, the comical esca­
padl's or S('apln, a valet to an Italian 
nobleman, 8 :30 p,nl. Chalulel2 in Anda­
lusia, ('It:lnnel 7111Anl1lston. Ch311nellO 
III nirm IlIgham, Chunnel 2ti In IIl1nt5-
v1l1e, Clt:lllilel 2(l in Montgornen and 
Chamwl -12 ill Mubll(>. 



  

 

 

PAGE THREE 

The World of Radio 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMES H. PEPPLER 
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PAGE POUR 

Of Ships and Sharks and Sailing Days 
--Also Strikes and Riots 

B'l DAVID R. UNDERHILL 

l\10BILE--If you ever want to meet an Alabama Negro who speaks with a half­
Irish accent, youcanfindhim inanold Spantsh Colonial style house on tlouth Bay­
ou Street in Mobile. 

And you can go to the same house if you ever want to hear tales of sailing the 
seas when ships had sails instead of engines, of saving men from monstrous 
sharks or of being shipwrecked twice and drowned once in a single week. 

Conrad Deane had done all these things by the time he arrived in Mobile at the 
age of 24, in 1920. Buthe didn't decide this was enough excitement for a lifetime 
and settle down. His stories about the years since then are filled with as much 
drama, excitement, and danger as the stories about his years at sea. 

If you passed him on the 
street or sawhim working 
in his yard, you'd thinkhe 
was an ordinary middle­
aged man. You'd never 
guess he was 69 or thathe 

could tell lOU stories which would keep 
} ou listening for hours. 

But you don't have to guess. All ) ou 
ha~e tosa) IS, "Good evening," and then 
ever} thing happens automatlcall}: 

Deane lom!les, and then he replies in 
an accent you've never heard before. 

It isn't a strong accent,like aforeign­
er who had learned English in school 
might have. It might be Irish, except 
that Negro Irishmen are as rare as Es­
kimos in the congo. And it Isn't a per­
fee t Irish accent anyway. 

There's only one way to find out, so 
you start a cooversation, which is easy 
with Deane. Very soon youfeelfriends 
enougb with him to ask him where he's 
from. He answers, "St. Vincent," and 
smiles because be knows what's coming 
next. 

"Where's that"" you ask,justasal­
!!'''st ever) bl'dy elc;e has for the past 50 
years. 

"It's an Island 96 miles off the coast 
of South America, In the BrltishWest 
Indies," he says. 

That explains whl Deane sounds a lit­
tle like Harry Belatonte. It doesn't ex­
plain why he sounds a little Uke an Irish­
man too, but by that time} ou've hooked 
yourself. 

A few hours later you've heard a tale 
that covers half the world and stretches 
from British King George In's reign a 
century and a half ago to the civil rights 
movt!mt!nt. 

Around 1800, an Irishman naml'd 
Frederick Snagg bought the whole of 
st. Vincent from King George. He also 
bought a lot of slaves to turn his l8-mlle 
long Lsland into a plantation. Many of 
them began to pick up an Irish accent 
from him. And some of the slave 
women's children even began to look a 
little like Irishmen, like Irishman Snagg 
in parhcular. Snagg and one of these 
women were greatgrandparents of 
Deane, who was born in 1896. 

He grew up and went to school on St. 

dos a bigger schooner came In from 
canada with I ts first mate too Sick to 
make the return voyage. Deane got his 
job and sailed off the second In com­
mand 01 the Ship at the age of 21. 

When the} docked at Halifax, In the 
Canadian pro\ince of No\a Scott a, 
"World War I WdS just talking about 
coming to an end," But the Canadian 
Nav) still needed men and Deane was 
told he'd be drafted if he s ta, ed in port 
m or~ than 15 da} &. 

"L...:k came agam," Deane sa) s. He 
was lured as a seaman on a 4oo-ton 
American brLgantine bound Cor Britain. 
They docked near Liverpool and stayed 
there 45 days unloading the cargo and 
fixing up the ship. 

"On a salling ship, ever) thing has to 
be done with ropes and wires," Deane 
explains. During a voyage,lots ofthem 
got worn or broken, and there was 
always painting to do. 

When the)'d flnished tbe job, "she 
was a beautiful thing," Deane remem­
bers. "She looked Uke a piece of jewel­
ry layin' up beside the wharf." 

Tbe captain, however, was no jewel. 
He was "one of these gu)s who thought 
be knew. He wouldn't take no advice 
from nobod). He was bull-headed, He 
like to get us all killed," 

The ship was supposed to sail empty 

hangmg from was too loose when 
Deane's turn came. After the} pulled 
hIm off the ship, he dropped right down 
mto the sea and they started dragging 
him In under water. 

"You're just IIkeaflshinanet. They 
dug }OU m dead or alive." When he got 
to shore, he was dead, for aIL he knew. 

That was the last thing he remem­
bered until he woke up eight hours later, 
next to a big tub of water they had 
pumped out of him. 

Drowning didn't stop him. He got 
right on another ship In New York, and 
before that VOl age ended he had saved 
one of his mates from a shark. 

They salled to Europe and then head­
ed back to Gulf Shores, Ala. Near Cuba, 
the wind died, and one of the sailors de­
cided to go for a swim while the ship was 
just siltil'g there. He had jumped off the 
bOW, swum back to the stern, and 
climbed on board twice before Deane 
happened to come up on deck and see 
what he was doing. 

"Let me show you something," Deane 
said, picking up an empty wooden barrel 
and tossing it off the bow right where the 
man was about to jump again. "Ufioat­
ed there about half a second. Then this 
monster shark's mouth came up out of 
the sea and crushed it like a paper sack, 
and they both disappeared. 

I 
I 

A 
I 
I 1... - -

1 

/ 

I 

THE TALES CONRAD DEANE TELLS COVER HALF THE WORLD 
"The tlrst time he hit the water 11 

was like a telephone ringing," Deane 
explains. "Those monsters heard Uand 
started coming. He was lucky they were 
a long way off." 

When the wind came up again, the ship 
sailed on again Into Gulf Shores. Deane 
got his pay and came over to Mobile. 

He shipped out of here for a while 
mostly to the Caribbean and South 
America. "You get paid off on one ship 
and then catch you another," he sald. 
But in 1926, the seamen's union started 
reCusing to let Negroes take any Jobs 
except as cooks and cabin boys. 

So Deane went to work at the Ala­
bama Dry Dock and Shipbuilding Com­
pany (ADDSCO) here. He beeame an 

American citizen in 1936, registered to 
vote, and made huge headlines in the 
Mobile paper by trying to vote in the pri­
mary election the next year. "Negro In­
vades White primary" said the head­
line. 

Deane was in the news often after 
that. He and two white men or6anlzed an 
Integrated union at ADDSCO, beat the 
old segregated union in an election 
among the workers, and then beat the 
company in 1941 in "the first success­
ful strike in Alabama history." 

Deane sa)s the union "had one prin­
ciple--worldng people." This included 
integration, because otherwLse the em­
ployers would "pit the black workers 
against each other." 

"An employer welcomed the strike. 
He'd hire Negroes for a lot less than 
hetd been paying the white strikers. 
When the strikers came to negotlate, 
he'd say, 'I'm gettin' my work done 
now just as well for 20~ an hour less. 
If you want to come back, I'U spllt the 
difference with you--you'11 have to take 
a l~ cut,' 

"Those hungry birds didn't have any 
choice. They'd come back for less than 
they made before, and the Negroes 
would be out of a job again." 

But In the 1941 strike, "'We had N e­
gro and white together on the picket 
line, and we won." 

SUch a crowd gathered in the court­
house and In the streets for the sign­
ing of the new contract that the police 
had to clear away a path for Deane and 
the rest of the negotiatlng committee to 
get in. 

It didn't always work like that. Dur­
ing a dispute a couple years later, some 
of the negotiations were held In the Ad­
miral Semmes Hotel. Negroes coUldn't 

. ride the elevator, so Deane and another 

Negro on the committee had tocl1mb the 
fire escape to get Lnto the meeting. 

Even many of the workers resented In­
tegration. When Deane spoke during the 
strike at a rally that fUled Bienville 
Square downtown, "a couple white fel­
lows at the rally wanted to lynch me." 
And there was a race riot at ADDSCO in 
1943. 

That didn't convince Deane integra­
tion was wrong. He believed the com­
pany and some workerswantedariotso 
they could then say that integration was 
LmpossLble. This only made Deane de­
cide he had to work harder. He became 
a full-time union organizer for the next 
five years. 

After that, he went back on a regular 
Job at ADDSCO, but continued to work 
part-time for the union, until he retired 
in 1962. 

Deane s till thinks the union did as 
much as anyone coUld have hoped. 

Old-timers around Mobile disagree 
about what Deane accomplished, but 
everyone agrees that much of what 
Deane accompllshed haS disappeared 
since he retired. The union's grievance 
committee at ADDSCO Is all-white this 
year for the first tlme. Deane says 
"hardly any of the Negroes go to the 
union meetlngs any more. They don't 
give a damn. That's the whole thing." 

But Deane still gives a damn. He's 
on the Democratlc Party Executive 
Committee In Mobile county, and he 
may try in this year's electlon to add 
a public office to all the things he's done. 
A victory would give him a chance to 
do even more and a lot more stories to 
tell. But it wouldn't change his opinion 
of what he's done: "It'snothingtobrag 
about. I wasn't that smart or that good. 
It's just an example of what people can 
do if theY're determined," 

Vincent. At the end of school he look 
an exam, and a few months later he got 
a big, official envelope marked "On HIS 
Majesty's Service." Deane opened It 
and discovered that he had been ap­
pc,inted a teacher at $4.80 a month ana 
tiny island near st. Vincent, 

He did the onh sensible thing. He 
decided that "smce I've got to do that 
if I sta} here, I might as well go to 
sea." A little two-masted schooner 
captained by a Negro Sanctified preach­
er sailed into st. Vincent about that 
time, and Deane hired on as the cabin 
bOlo That was in 1917. 

to Haiti 10 the Caribbean and take on a 
cargo there for New York. II I hate to 
think about that," Deane sa) s, frowning. 
It took them almost seven months toget 
to New York. 

Rural People Ask Government Officials 

The boat was bound for Barbado~, a 
biggl! r Island in the Welot IndIes. But 
right after the} left St. Vincent the 
winds died and the schooner started 
drlfting In the ocean currents. The cap­
tam decided that a sail rigged at the top 
of the high mast might catch enough wind 
to keep them on cour&e. So he called out 
the five-man crew and asked who wouLd 
do it. Onl} the cabin bo) spoke up. 

Deane put a rope In Ius teeth, clImbed 
to the top of the mast, and rigged the 
sall. When he got back down on deck, he 
was a seaman instead of just a cabin bo}. 

He easily got a better job on a big­
ger ship, a three-masted 100-ton 
~chooner that had once been a whalmg 
boat. Deane made $17 a month and 
sa}s, "Nobody could tell me I wasn't 
rich," 

But the mone) didn't satisf) him. "I'd 
read about so man) things I'd like to 
see," he explains, and he didn't see 
them workmg on the schooner. It car­
ried passenger and cargo onl) around 
the Wes t Indies. 

One da) when Ius &hlp was in Barba-

They didn't have any trouble gettlng 
to Haiti, but on the way to New York the 
captain got them ott course and Into a 
storm that !'blew every piece of sail she 
had right off of her. We was aIL adrift." 

A rescue tug from Charleston, S. C. 
finally towed them In. The} got the ship 
repaired and sailed again. But" we got 
blowed off again," and ended up in 
Maine. 

They tried to go ashore in a motor 
launch they had on board but ran on to a 
reef. "All our names went into the paper 
in New York. We were supposej to have 
been drowned or something," Deane 
sa) s with a small smile. 

But the, rescued themselves instead, 
got the ship turned around, and flDall 
headed mto Long Island SOund toward 
New York. They were almost there when 
the captain ran the ship aground on a sand 
bar. 

"It was our second wreck in one 
week" -- and then Deane "drowned" 
wlule he was being rescued. A New York 
relocue team hooked a rope from the ship 
to the shore and hung a breeches buoy on 
it. This Is a big pair of pants that a 
sailor on a stranded ship laces himself 
Lnto. There's a line attached to it, and 
men or B horse on shore pull him to 
satety. 

The rope that the bI eeches were 

DEANE SAILED TO LIVERPOOL ON A SHIP LIKE THIS 

For Farlll Agents with 'Stuff' • In Thelll 
(c..O:-lTINUr.D FHOI\l PAGE ONE) 

Native ID Demopolh;, B5ked from the 
audience. 

"I'm from WaShington." 
"Oh •••• 
"Well, I'm from Marengo County," 

said E5~ex. "I'm supposed to repreloent 
m\ cooperative and I went down to 
the count} office to ask them what my 
job is. 

"Thp) wouldn't tell me a thing, so 
I went home. And yesterday I got a 
letter from the ASCS ID m} maJlbox 
sa}ing, 'We have done a good job.' 

"I want to know who 'we' is!" 

Victor Phillips, the ASCS repre­
sentative, agreed that ASCS commit­
tees in some counties had neglected to 
Invite Negro members to meetings or 
Inform them about their duties. 

The Rev. Daniel Har rell, SC LC orga­
nizer in Wilcox county, asked whether 
the local commUtee was the final au­
thorU} on who could get loans from 
FHA. 

Orvme O'Shields, state l!.conomic 
opportunities officer for the FHA an­
swered that a person turned down for a 
loan could appeal to the state office. 
"We could look into It and make recom­
mendations to the local committee." 

"The local committee are the people 
wi th ail the land and the collateral in the 
count~ ," said Mr. Harrell. "You mean 
to tell me you're going to send us back to 
them?" 

Mrs. Lillian McGill from Lowndes 
County had another question about 
loans. She said people had been turned 
down for FHA 10lJlB because they had 
been offered a private loan at 10 per 
cent or 12 per cent inter.st. 

O'Shielda explained that the FHA 
made loans only to people unable toret 
loaM locally at a reuonablerate. "It's 

"I USED TO WONDER HOW ALL MY WHITE NEIGHBORS GOT SUCH FINE COWS 
AND FINE PASTURES AND FINE TRACTORS ••• ,t' SAID ONE SPEAKER. 
not for us to say that 10 per cent Is not a 
reasonable rate." 

Near the end of Friday's seSSion, the 
Rev. Solomon Seay from Montcomery 
raised a question echoed by many de­
legates to the meeUng. 

"We need a farm apncy thatw1llret 
down to us like th1I 'White liency with 
these white &pnts 18 ptUnr down to 
white people--we need people who can 
speak 10 alanguaaewe can \lllderstaDd." 
he said. 

"I used to wonder how all my wbite 
netrbbors cot such fine cows UId 11M 

pastures and fine tractors. I kept 
snooping around and I found out my 
white neJghbors were getting loans 
from ~e government, My agent hadn't 
told me thaU" 

Mr. Seay said it wasn't enough Justto 
move Negro agents into the white county 
aput's otfice. "I'm concerned about 
giving that agent some stutf sohe can be 
a man rather than an eI I.. llo)." 

N8(roes are being hired for vacan­
cie. in ASCS Jobs, .aid state ASCS di­
rector B. L. CoWna. uOur Coal." he 
• ald, ul. to have the ama ratio ofNe-

gro to white in the county office as in 
the county's farm population. 

"In the next month we need to em­
ploy additional people. If you know any 
young person who would be interested, 
let the state ASCS office know and tell 
them to f1l1 out an employment applica­
lion at the county office." 

Nine ASCS county offices inAlabama 
now emplo~ a Negro, said Collins. 

Several speakers said farm people 
should organize to bring federal pro­
grams to Alabama. At saturday's ses­
Sion, the delegates did just that, 

They set up the Alabama Rural Areas 
Development CounCil, and elected Lew­
is Black, of Greensboro, president; 
Charles Cheatham, of selma, vice pres­
ident; Rufus Lewis, of Montgomery, 
second vice-president; Mrs. Rosa Sto­
ry, of TUskegee, secretary; Mrs. Er­
nestine McCurley, of Greensboro, as­
sistant secretary; J.B. Newman, of 
ClOPton, treasurer; the Rev. Francis 
McCord, parliamentarian, and the Rev. 
Soiomoo Seay, chaplain. 

The delegates agreed to have the new 
organization ask President Jolmson to 
send food, shelter and housing to evicted 
sharecroppers as If they were victims 
of a natural disaster llke a flood or hur­
ricane. 

Pre8ident's PrOposal 
To Help Rural Poor 

WASffiNGTON -- President Johnson 
asked Congress TUesday to malte plans 
for a broad program to fight povert~ in 
rural areas. 

His proposal stressec! the need for 
more planning to develop poor rural 
communities. 

Johnl>on said thl: labor, welfare all 

agriculture departments of the govern­
ment must wort with pr.'t.lt(> groups on 
local projects • 



  

     

 

  
  

    
         

       
     

      
       
      

  
       

    
      
        

       
 

      
   

       
    

       
       

        
       

      
      
      
         

      
 
      

   

       
      

       
    

       
      

      
        

         
     

    

    
      

    
      

        
   

    
    

       
       

     
    

      
      

       
    

     
       

      
      

      
       

      
       

         
      

        
 

      
      

      
    

    
      
     

        
 

       
        
      

     
     

       
      
       

    

   
    

           
   

     
      

       
       
    

       
        

       
      

     
    

        
       

   
 

     
      

         
      

     
       
     

   
       

        
       

     
      

     
      

       

       
        

       
       
      

       
    

      
      

       
      

        
  
        

     
      

       
      

  

    
       

    
    

      
  

  
      

   
   

     
     

       
      

      

    

        

   
     

      

    

   
      
      
         

   

     
       
     

      
 

     
        

       
       
   

       
     

   

   
    
      
     

      
    

    
     

   
  

     
     

       
       
      

        
       

        
      

      
      

       
      

        
    

 
        

       
      
      
    
       
      

   

        
      

    
       
    

       
    

      
        

       
     

      
        

 

      
      

        
    

    

      
      

      
     
   

      
      

  
  

      
     

     
     

   

     
     

       
      

 

     
    

       
       

   

      
     

       
     

      
 

     
      

        
      

  

    
    

    
 

     
     
       

   
       

     
     
        

      
    

  
      

      
        

    
    

     
       

      
       
        
       

       
        

     
      

      
      

       
     

       
 
     

  
      
      

       
       

      
     

      
     

 

  
  

   

 
    

  
     

      

     

      

  

        

       

        

         

    

   

    

     

   

   

  

          
         

    
    
    

   
      
      

    
 

      
    

       
     

      
       

       
       
    

       
       

     
      

  
        

   
       

      
      

        
     

       
     

         
   

        
      

      
      

       
      

       
       

      
        

        
        

        

   
      

      
       

       
       

       
        

         
          

 
        

       
      

      
       

     
       

       
        

         
       

    

 
    

       
     

      
         

      
      

       
       

     
       

       
   

     
       

       
     

 
 

  
   

      

  

 
 

  
   

Anti-Poverty Examiners in II Counties 
Plans Made B\ROBERTe,&MITH OPEN 3 JEFFERSON omcES 

In Barbour 
(CO~lINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

had, doe~ have, or ever will have Is the 
people of the south," said Weston, newly 
elected chairman oC the Community Ac­
tion Program for Barbour, Henry, and 
Dale counties. "We're going to show the 
re::.t of the country something about pro­
gress together," 

Then Weston told the citizens that the 
three-count~ antl-povert> program was 
fmall} read> to roll after several 
months of delay. He said he expected the 
first federal money to come In early 
Februar}. 

"Just a little waiting period, that's 
all," he said. 

But May ber ry Jumped up and told the 
people not to wal t, 

"Now that the}'re w!thyou," hesald, 
nodding at the count} officials, "it Isn't 
'v,hat are the} gOIng to do?' any more. 
It's we. It's you. Askyourself--doyou 
need child care centers, legal ald, wel­
fare services, small loans to farmers 
and businessmen? Find out what you 
need and how to get it. Act now. This 
program really begins and ends at 
home," 

There were murmurs of "yes, yes," 
and "all right," 

And after the county officials had left, 
one lady revealed that the Barbour 
County citizens had already taken a hand 
in the anti-poverty program. 

"You know why it was delayed?" she 
asked, "Because it wasn't fair. We 
wrote to Washington and blocked It, 
We made them set it up again. This 
time It Is just, This way, we can make 
it work to help everybody." 

BIRMINGHAM -- Jefferson COUDt) 
becomes the eleventh Alabama county to 
get federal voting examiners. 

The examiners are open for business 
six dayS a week now in Autauga, Elmore, 
Greene, Jetrersoo (Birmingham, Bes­
semer, and Fairfield), Lowndes (Hay­
nev1lle), and Montgomery counties. 

They are open in Dallas County every 
day also, and in Hale, LoWndes (Fort 
Deposit), Marengo, perry and Wllcox 
one Saturday a month, 

Since the Voting Rights Act was 
passed last July, more than 37,000 Ne­
groes have been qualified to vote by fed­
eral examiners in Alabama. 

The examiners send their collection 
of names to county probate judges to be 
added to the offlciai voting lists. 

Everyone of the countlesexceptJef­
ferson and Marengo have reported back 
to the federal Clvll Service Commission 
that the Negroes' names have been 
added to the voting lists. Jefferson has 
not had time to compile a list yet, and 
Marengo requested a duplicate list after 
a fire In Its court house destroyed the 
originals, 

county voting officials are allowed to 
challenge any names on the examiners' 
list. The law reqUlres that people chal­
lenged must be no!1t1ed. 

However, many challenge notices 
have been returned unopened by the 
Post Office, according to Joseph Jus­
tin, who is head of the Alabamafederal 
examiners. 

Many people do not have reguJar mall 
dellvery, even in the Cities, he said. In 
addltlon, some people'S hoUses do not 
have proper numbers or mail boxes. 

Those people who never receive noti­
ces, he sald, are not defended against 
the local registrars' challenges and so 
are not added to the voting l1sts •. 

Folks Get Headstart, 
Can't Wait for u.s. 

A T NEW SCHOOL IN MACON COUNTY CHILDREN LEARN TO PLAY TOGETHER. 
BY PAT PRANDINI them a house on her property. There's 

SHORTER--What do you do when 
Project Head Start doesn't come to your 
town? You could buy 50 pounds offish, 
sell It and use the money to s tart a pro­
ject of your own. 

That was the answer people in this 
area came up with. And the results have 
brought hopes for a brighter future for 
40 or more pre-school children in 
Shorter and nearby Tysonvllle, hallway 
between Tuskegee and Montgomery. 

Shorter had tried to get a Head Start 
project last summer but could not meet 
the federal government's reqUlre-
ments. 

So third grade teacher Mrs. Con­
suella Harper and some other local pea-
pie sold fish one Frida} mghtata camp 
meeting, The, made U8 and opened 
their school the next Monday. 

rhat was last Oct. 4, and the Chil­
dren's Educauonai Center has been 
running ever since. 

The flrst location of the center was 
New Hope Church No. I. But the church 
was cold and not equipped for teachlDg, 
so M rs.Harper, her friends M r .andMrs. 
Leon Lumpkin, Mr. and Mrs. Nimrod 
Harris, Jame& Lumpkin and others 
looked alound for a better bUlldmg. 

Mrs. Hosa W. Banks agreed to lend 

a kJtchen where they fix lunch for the 
tots and an Indoor bathroom, which they 
hope to have repaired so the children 
may be taught proper toilet habits. 
There are few Indoor bathrooms in this 
section of Macon County. 

According to Mrs. Harper, the Macon 
county Board of Education has given 
desks and chairs and bulletin boards to 
the Educational Center. The board of 
education Is trying to getfederal aid for 
the project. 

A social Is plannectfor Saturday at the 
Children's Educational Center to raise 
funds to keep the school going. Trans­
portation for the children Is the biggest 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX, Col. 1) 

Space CD1'er. 

Next 7 eacheted covers commem­
oraUD; only tile major U. S •• pac. 
achievements for $5.00 adV&IIce de­
posit. SPACE CRAFT COVERS, 
P.O. Bolt 229G, HunUnctOll, W. Va. 
25724, U.S.A, 

Help Support 
All-Night Conferel'We on Justice in Alabama 

Tl~KEGr,E I~STlTUTE, ALABAMA 

r"t'bruary 3, 1966 

) J o)!) MC KISSICK- National Director of COHI­
JA\n J OltMAN--~xeculive l>ecretary of SNCC. 
(llAltll \10l!C,A"I J) .--Atl.lnta Iteglon.ll 011 ('(.tOI of A( I U 
JO J I'll HAl") JH, I- ormp! Chairman of ADA 
\HI I IA~1 KU'l/1> fll H--( oun~el for MFDP, H('('dom ) Iler~ 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

~end your contributionb to help pay cost!> to 
A D HOC COMMITTE r, 

FOH JUSTICE IN MACON COUNTY 
BoX !Ja, 'j u:-.kt'g(·(' In.\tltute, Alailama 3G088 

BY STEPHEN E. COTTON 

BffiMINGHAM--"We've split right 
down the middle," sighed ooe influenbal 
Negro m1nister early this week. "I 
guess It was true belore, but now It's out 
in the open." 

TIle racial situation in Birml.ngham 
has changed just about that much during 
the last month--from quiet fighting 
among Negro leaders to noisier publlc 
disputes. 

But the people responsible for turn­
ing the volume up didn't seem to care. 
They were the SCLC workers who came 
here just before Christmas to start a 
voter registration drive. 

After two weeks of knocldng OIl doors, 
they decided that federal examiners 
would be helpful. 

Twenty-seven demonstrations later, 
U.S. Attorney General Nicholas Katzen­
bach announced that examiners would be 
sent to Jefferson county. TWenty-three 
examiner s opened shop in three offices 
In the county MondaY. 

Katzenbach's orders came last 
Thursday. He said that the demonstra-

u.s. Court Pushes 
Ma con Regi stration 

TUSKEGEE -- The Macon County 
Board of Registrars has registered 
hundreds of Negro voters In the past 
two weeks under a federal courtorder. 

U.S. District Judge Frank M. John­
son Jr. told the registrars to obey the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. He ordered 
them to stop gl vtng a 11 teracy test that 
they had argued was permissible under 
an order he Issued In 1961. 

Nearly 1400 Negroes and a scattering 
of whites registered in the first eight 
days of the ten-day sesslOll, But Jim­
my Rogers of SNCC, a leader of the 
voter registration drive, wasn't satts­
fied. 

"Maybe we'll have 2,000 by the end of 
the week," he said. "But some people 
can't come to the courthouse weekdays. 
With night and Saturday registration, we 
could get 3,000 easy." 

But W, P, Mangham, chairman of the 
board of registrars, said he wouldn't 
schedUle extra hours. 

tioos did Dot play "any part" in IUs de­
cisioo, but oeitber local officials nor 
SCLC would believe b1m. 

Labeling the action an " insult" and a 
"travesty," d18trict attorne) Earl 
Morgan blamed it on ". banch r1 Mar­
Un Luther K1ng hoodlums." 

ADd SCLC's Hosea Wllllams called It 
a "victory" for his group. "It'sbeena 
great fight," he said. "I wouldn't have 
missed it for the world." 

A number of local Negro leaders 
weren't quite as happy about It all as 
WILliams. 

There was those, like mUlIonaire A. 
G. Gaston, who didn't lilte the demon­
strations In the first place and said so 
publicly. WlUlams then called for a boy­
cott of Gaston's businesses. 

And there were others, Including a 
dozen members of the "Committee of 
Citizens," who thought that there were 
more Important things to demonstrate 
about in Birmingham. 

At Wllllams' urging, several of the 
people on that committee ended up de­
manding that Gaston come out In favor of 
the demonstrations. 

Whether or not that public argument 
with Gaston solved anything, the Com­
mittee of Citizens became more con­
vinced than ever that demonstrations 
had a use. 

On Thursday, Just after Katzenbach's 
order was announced, Mayor Albert 
Boutwell hauled the committee in to talk 
over racial problems with the city 
council. 

"My community feels that you dem­
onstrate or you don't get anything," one 
of the Negroes explained to the city offi­
cial. The other Negroes at the meeting 
nodded their heads. 

The meeting didn't come to any con­
clusion, but the demOllStrations did. 
SCLC called them off after a small 
"victory march" Friday and went back 
to persuading Negroes to register to 
vote. 

"Don't worry about those things," 
Williams told a mass meeting Friday 
night. "Baby, you get your hands 00 that 
ballot and watch them walls come tumb­
ling down," 

'Loyalists' Beat Wallace Forces 
In Dems' Gr'eat'Rooster' Battle 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
fighting. 

"You are destroying the Democratic 
Party of Alabama today," declared 
Henry sweet of Bessemer, a leader of 
the states righters. 

"I hope you will not let Flowers, 
Katzenbach, Johnson and that element 
control our party," he sald. 

sweet added that It was "asad time" 
to change the party label "under pres­
sure from radicals, andanarchists,and 
street walkers." 

But SWeet was fighting a losing bat­
tle Saturday. He drew his loudest ap­
plause when he sald, "I may never run 
for another office again." 

Another experienced politician had 
already given uP. Governor Wallace, 
who flew here Saturday morning to give 
support to the states righters' Side, 
never made It Into the meeting room. 

He stayed in his room In the hotel 
where the meeting was held, then left 
for Montgomery as soon as It became 
clear that he was on the losing side. 

Minutes later the states righters 
forces lost the secret balloting. But 
after 71 votes had been counted--there 
were 71 members at themeetlng--lwO 

members said they had not yet voted. 
"Mr. Chairman, "roared Wllson, "I 

want to know who's stuffed the ballot 
box." 

The chalrman, Judge Ray Mayhall, 
shot back, "!t might have been you," and 
ruled the vote official. One member re­
signed in protest and walked out. 

There were two more voice votes and 
the Democratic Party had a new label. 

II Are you running for anytn1ng?" one 
committee member asked another as 
they walked out of the hotel. 

"Yeah," he answered, "the state 
line." 

MALDEN BROTHERS 
BARBER SHOP 

407 Sou'" Jackson 

282·9249 
Nelson and Spurgeon Malden 

E4R'V CASH 
We need distributors in all communi­

ties of Alabama and nearby Mississippi 

and Georgia. The SOUTHERN COURIER 

delivers papers to your hometown once 

a week. 

You sell the papers to your friends and 

neighbors in your spare time. You are 

paid cash for every paper you sell. Some 

of our distributors earn up to $20 in only 

a few hours work. 

CALL OR WRITE: 

THE SOUTHERN COURIER 

ROOM 622. FRANK LEU BLDG. 

79 COMMERCE ST. 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 86104 

PHONE 262-8572 
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AFTER THE KILLING IN CAMDEN LAST SUNDAY AFTERNOON, THE REV. 
DANIEL HARRELL ADDRESSED A MEETING OF FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, 

Sheriff Talks to Marchers 
After Killing of Negro 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 
"Teachers, ministers, and every­

body else--we have done our share," 
said Albert Gordon, president of the 
Wilcox County Alabama Democratic 
Conference. 

"What have we gotten since we dem­
onstrated last year--not nothing." 

It was decided to march again the 
next morning, and keep marching. 

The morDing of the march passed 
away with only a handfUl of adults wait­
ing In the church, They stood hunched 
over the four gas heaters around the 
walls at the church. 

It was a children's march that started 
at one in the afternoon. They hadn't 
marched since Iastyear,and they head­
ed off towards town sldpplng, laughing, 
and clapping. 

They kept up a brisk pace. NopolJce 
were in sight, 

There weren't any pol1ce on the town 
square either. Just She rut p. C, Jen­
kins. As the children gathered around 
him, he began addressing them as if they 
were his Sunday School class. 

"The man was arrested and he's In 
jail now," saidSherrifJenkins."That's 
all we can do at this POint," he said, 
shrugging his shoulders. 

At this, the leader of the march, the 
Rev. Daniel Harrell asked the sheriff 
.\l(I!.I\U1er Vie chll«lreJl coUld sing "We 
Shall O~come" before they left. 
"Yes, yes," said the sherut. "Go right 
ahead. That would be very nice." 

When the children turned to go, they ' 
saw that the square had been surrounded 
by 20 armed police. Even Mayor Albrit­
ton had an automatic carbine in his hand. 

But It seemed he wanted only to shoot 
their pictures. The way was open for the 
children to go back to the church, and 

they took tt. 
Later, the mayor said that he had cov­

ered the march out of Sight. 
"They weren't alooe as much as they 

thought they were," he said. "I counted 
63 children coming out of that church. 

"That's when I decided to let them 
go into tOwn. I realized the tension was 
gOlle in town. I thought it would be a 
good thing to let them get itoutof their 
system. 

"It was a gamble. Maybe It paid ~." 
Back at the church, Mr. Harrell and 

Albert Gordoo decided to call oft 
marches because it seemed the sheriff 
had said everyth1Dg that could be said. 

"He's done Justice," said Mr. Har­
rell. "He's done all he can do--he's ar­
rested the man. MarchIDg up there now 
would be just jumping up in the air." 

It was just allttleover24hours.ince 
David ColstOll had been shot. The mood 
of anger had subsided. 

WITNESSES 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

As the Negro turned back toward his 
car, a shot was fired. 

The .32 calibre Pistol shot hit Col­
ston near his right ear, and he fell dead 
at the feet of his stster-in-law. 

Reaves turned his car around, drove 
baek toward the center of town, wbl!re 
he turned himself in to a polJceman. 

Wllcox County Sheriff P.C. Jenkins 
said Reaves was jailed and charged with 
murder. No bailor hearing date had 
been set Wednesday. 

Jenkins reported that Colston and 
Reaves had argued beforethe shot was 
fired. But a witness said that Colston 
"dldn't even raise his voice." 
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PAOE SIX 

MONTGOMERY --The state capital was full of college bas­
ketball action in the past week. AuburnwasIn complete con­
trollast saturday night In defeating Us Southeastern Confer­
ence neighbor, Alabama, 90-71. At left, Auburn's Ronnie 
Quick goes up for a shot in the game at the Coliseum. Above 
Everett Moncur, No. 42 for Alab:lma state College, batUes 
tor a rebound 111ith U vlngstone Sykes d. FloridaA&M. Mon­
cur's 33 points led state's Hornets to a 98-89 victor\' Tues­
day over its Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference ri­
val, 

A.dams Found Innocent in Anniston 
BY ALAN BAUGHMAN 

ANNISTON--A jury in federal court 
decided atter 13 hours of debate that the 
local NatlClllal states Rights party lead­
er here was not guilty ~ receiving stolen 
explosives from Fort McClellan. 

Three boxes of .50 calibre ammuni­
tion, 98 sticks of dynamite, 31 blocks 
of TNT, and several hand grenades were 
missing from the nearby Army base last 
ApriL 

KeMeth L. Adams, 45, who was 
clelll"ed of charges of "concealing and 
receiving" the arsenal, is Calhoun 
County chairman of the antl-NegroNa-

'HEADSTART' 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE) 

need. 
But the most Important contribution 

to the school has been volunteer labor 
and time. 

James Williams, a neighbor, helped 
with the original hard task of getting the 
house palnted and cleaned up. All the 
painting supplies were gathered by 
James Ll!mpkln, 

Nlmrcxl Harris comes in nearly every 
morning to clean up and heat the rooms. 
And Mrs. Lumpkin, Mrs. Harris and 
Mrs. Inez Ellls teach a dally lesson plan 
outlined b~' Mrs. Harper. 

The children's day, which lasts from 
9 a.m. untU noon, consists of learning 
letters, numbers, colors, table man­
ners, sharing and getting along with oth­
er children. 

~lany of the children had never seen 
books before, or coloring crlll-ons. 
They had not even held penc1ls and 
scribbled. 

Hot meals and warm rooms are rare 
for the poor famlUes in this a rea, and, 
it only because olthese two" luxur ies," 
the children love school. 

Mrs, Harper feels thatitthechlldren 
are interested in school when they're 
young, the} may stay In school long 
enough to get a good edUcation, Then 
rna} be when the} are grown, their chil­
dren won't need a Head Start program. 
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tiona! states Rights Party. He was 
charged last August bya federal grand 
jury In Birmingham. 

James Wlll1e Roberts pleaded gullty 
to the charge of stea.l1Dg the explosives 
and received five years probaUontrom 
Federal Judge Clarence Allgood, who 
preslded at Adams' trial, 

Adams testitied himself in the trial 
last week and sald thai he didn't know 
anything about any explosives. The sto­
len property was discovered by FBI 
agents who searched a bulldlng on 
White's Gap Road near Jacksonvllle, in 
the northeast part of the state. 

Several people told thecourtthatAd­
ams' character was good. U.s.Distrlct 
Attorney Macy Taylor challenged the 
witnesses with mention of Adams' ar­
rest record for assault, bootlegging and 
other offenses. 

POOLE'~" 
PHARMACY 
1019 W. Jeff DaviB 

YOU CAN CHARGE IT AT POOLE'S. 
JUST CALL US AT 265-7097 AND 
WE WILL DELIVER YOUR ORDER 
IMMEDlAn I Y- -FREE OF CHARGE. 

t--"fJ. 8· a.m. to 9 p,m ... eek~. 

II a.m. to 2 p.m. SWldav. 

265-709'l 

Ta~ lor said that Adams was charged 
several yearsagowlthassaultingNegro 
singer Nat King Cole on a concert stage 
in Birmingham. 

The tederal jur~' ofll men and one wo­
man lirst voted elght to three with one 
undecided, that Adams was Innocent, 
reported Jury foreman Coolldge Hatton 
of Russellville. He sald the Jury found 
"a confllct In the test1mon~' ot several 
of the government's witnesses." All 
12 voted later" not guilty." 

Upon hearing the decision, Adams 
turned to his lawyer,R.B,JonesofBlr­
mlngham, and grinned. Adams' wite 
grabbed their son and began sobbing. 

Adams said after the trial, "I told 
you I'd sleep at home tonight. 

He said, "An} fair jury would have 
tound me not guil ty." 

"DOC" JOHN M. POOLE JR~ 

Time 
• 

IS 

Money 

we'r~ at your s~rvic~ 

Consult us on any matter pertaining to finan­
cial need. Our staff of experts can guide you on 
investments, on estate-planning ••• on planning 
ahead for future necess ities. 

Member 
Federal Reserve System and 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

P.O. Box 728 Tuskelee. Alabama 

Wilcox County Teachers Claim 
They Deserve Their Jobs Back 

CAMDEN -- Ii'our Wilcox County 
teacher!. flred last August want their 
Jobs back. 

ThE' teachef!>--all Negro- -sa)' the; 
should not hal'e been flredbecause they 
bad tenure, and they may take their case 
to court. 

Under Alabama's tenure law, a teach­
er who has heldaposit1onsatisfactorlly 
more than three years CaMot be fired 
unless he Is guilty at gross misconduct. 
He Is entitled toa "legal hearing" be­
fore be Is fired. 

Guy Kelly, superintendent r1 educa­
tionln Wilcox count}·, says he had to cut 
down the number of teachers in the 
county from 196 to 187because the state 
Department of Education cut down on the 
funds to the school system. The amount 
of state funds to pay teachers depends 
on the number of students, and the De­
partment of Education says Wilcox 
County had a decrease in enrollment 
last year. 

KeUy says WUcox Negro schools 
average about 26 Negro students per 
teacher now. 

Joe Reed, executive secretary of the 
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THE 

Alabama State Teachers Association, 
say s that classes in some Negro schools 
In Wilcox have 40 to 81 students. 

Mrs. DaVId (olston has 84 pupils In 
her thlrd-gl'ade class at Camden Aca­
demy. 

Recently the teachers appealed their 
case to the state TenureCommlssion,a 
group appointed by the governor, state 

Human Relations 
Council to Meet 

HUNTSVILLE--The bi-raelal Alaba­
ma Council on Human Relations will 
hold Its annual meeting at the Jefferson 
Davis Hotel in Montgomery Saturday, 
Feb. 5. 

Mrs. Frankie M. Freeman, a member 
of the U.S, Commission on ClvU Rights, 
will be the main speaker. Beginnlngat 
9:30 a.m. there will be separate "work­
shops" on community organization, ed­
ucation, jobs, federal programs, health 
and hospitals, housing and voter regis­
tration and education. 

superintendent of education, pr esident 
ot the Alabama Education ASSociation 
and president of the PTA councils. 

The WUcox teachers said their hear­
ings had not measured up to the tenure 
law, and they cla1med that teacher s 
without tenure were still worldnc. 

After bearing their case, the tenure 
commissiClll agreed that the board of ed­
ucation had Dot followed the tenure law 
when it dismissed them, but the com­
mlssion has no power to enforce Its 
findings. • 

The teachers have not charged that 
race had anything todowltbloatngthe1r 
jobs, but some Negro leaders think 
racial discrimination was one reason. 

Reed of the Teachers Association 
says the teachers who were dismissed 
were "sympathetic" to the clv1lrlghls 
movement. 

The National Education Association 
has reported a large numberotteacher 
firings this fall in which race was a 
factor. They claim 452 Negro teachers 
in the South lost jobs tor racial rather 
than professional reasons this school 
year. 

Historic Items Available 
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