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‘Tension is So High Anything Can Happen’

Long-Time Negro Employee T
What It’s

BY DON GREGG

BIRMINGHAM -- The NAACP has
filed suit here against U, S, Steel Cor-
poration because of alleged discrimina-
tion against Negro employees,

Here is how one Negro worker des-
cribed the situation at the U, S, Steel
Supply Division in Ensley, He has
worked at the Ensley plant inthe same
department for 23 years, The title of
his position is ¢laborer,’?

‘““The Ensley works have got a dual
line of seniority, White workersarein
one line and Negroes intheother, They
don’t promote from the Negro line,

¢“J've been in my department more
than 20 years, but I'm young compared
to most of the Negroes, They’ve just
about all got more seniority than me,””

An NAACP official has charged that
most Birmingham industries exclude
Negroes from training programs,

“I'm not worried about missing any
training,” the laborer said, *‘Ifa man’s
been on a job 20 years, he ought to be
something besides a laborer, If he
hasn’t learned anything in 20 years, he
ought not be working here,

““I know every job in my department,
I've done all the jobs before when they
were short-handed, but every time they
took me out and put a white man in,””

Roger Blough, presidentof U, S, Steel
Corporation, has announced that 1,000
Negroes were up-graded in Birming-
ham,

““That’s what he said,butI can’tname
three people that have gotten promo-
tions, Those Pittsburgh people might
not know the story,but youcanup-grade
a lot of people on paper without raising

their pay, Those federal commission-
ers (Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission) can be fooled, too, We
want them to bring the records out to
where we are, then we can explain those
records to the commissioners,” said
the Negro employee, who asked thathis
name not be published,

The United Steelworkers Union rep-
resents the workers at U,S, Steel,

«“We don’t have any unionrepresenta-
tion, Our union isunder pressurefrom
the federal government to merge se-
niority lines by the end of June,”?

When the lines are merged, white
workers say they will have less chance
for rapid promotion,

«Tension is real highbecause of this,
A lot of white workers who haven’t got
any seniority are afraid they’ll get
laid off, Tensionis sohighanythingcan
happen,”’ the laborer said,

The Ensley plant has desegregated
water fountains, showers, and restroom
facilities,

‘“‘White people won’t use the rest=
rooms now, They bring jars with them,
or they use the grounds,

“They bring their own drinking
water, too, Theywon’tuse the showers,
any more, They say they’d rather bathe
at home, Everybody is mad at every-
body else because of it,”?

White House Conference

WASHINGTON -- How 1is the White
House conference on civil rights going
to help the folks back home?

This seemed to be the major concern
to many of the 2,400 participants here
from all over the nationfor the two-day
meeting,

Mrs, Minnie Gaston,from the Nation-
al Council of Negro Women, Birming-
ham, summed upher impressions of the

Alabama People
At White House
Conference

WASHINGTON=--Following is a listof
residents of Alabama who were invited
to attend the White House civil rights
conference ‘“To Fulfill These Rights”
this week:

Robert Bamberg, state director of
Farmers Home Administration, U,-S,
Department of Agriculture, Montgom-
ery; Daniel J, Beasley, NAACP, Tuske=
gee; Orzell Billingsley, attorney in
Birmingham; Lewis Black, Hale County
Citizens Jmprovement Association,
Greensboro; and Winton M, Blount,
president of Blount Brothers Corpora-
tion, Montgomery,

Mrs, A, T, Bovnton,Selma; Mrs, Ann
Braxton, Demopolis; the Rev, K, L, Bu=-
ford, Tuskegee city councilman; Dr,
John Cashin Jr,, Alabama Democratic
Conference, Inc,, Huntsville; Mrs,
Henry C, Collins, Alabama United
Church Women, Montgomery; Miss Lil-
lie Crawford, Birmingham; and Milton
K, Cummings, president of Brown Engi-
neering Company, Huntsville,

George Dixon, vice president, Inter=
national Longshoremen’s Association,
Mobile; Dr, W,J, Dowdell, Bessemer;
and O, F, Frazier, principal of Conecuh
County Training School, Evergreen,

J. E, Fuller, president, Tuskegee
Federal Savings and Loan Association;
A, G, Gaston, president, Booker T,
Washington Insurance Company, Birm-
ingham; Mrs, Minnie Gaston, National
Council of Negro Women, Bismingham;
and Charles G, Gomillion, chairman,
Social Science Division, Tuskegee In-
stitute,

Mrs, Essie Handyv, Lafayette; David
Hood, Jr,, attorney, Bessemer; Emory
Jackson, editor, Birmingham World;
Daniel J, Kennan Jr,, executive vice
president, Bradford Industrial Com-
pany, Birmingham; Joseph M, Langan,
Mayor of Mobile; George A, LeMaistre,
president, City National Bank, Tusca-
loosa; and Mrs, Millle Harper Lee,
member, National Council on Art,from
Monroeville,

Rufus Lewis, Montgomery ADCI;
Herman Long, president, Talladega
College; the Rev, Joseph Lowery,
Birmingham; Earl W, Mallick, presi-
dent, U, S, Steel, Fairfield; Dr, Minnie
Miles, chairman, Alabama Commission
on the Status of Women, Tuscaloosa;
Mrs, Ossie Ware Mitchell, national
president, Iota Phi Lambda, Birming-
ham; and Mrs, Carrie Moore, Wetump-
ka voter registration worker,

Bishop E,P, Murchison, president,
National Council of Churches in Birm=
ingham; Mrs, Fannie Neal, field di-,
rector of COPE in Montgomery; Harold
Nelson, University of Alabama profes-
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col, 3)

conference, Her feelings weretypical:

¢The conference is providingabroad
look at the same problems, Real prob-
lems such as how tocreate jobsfor Ne-
groes and how to train Negroes to do
these jobs are being discussed,

“‘Butwe have notbeen told how to get
help to the poor people, the ones that
really need it,”* she said,

Discussed in committee sessions
were reforms in housing, education,
economic welfare, and social justice,
But the conference, as a body, had no
power to put any of its suggestions into
effect,

One solution for getting information
to the people who need it was offered by
a Durham, N,C,, insurance executive,
He suggested regional meetings to¢¢get
the message back to the people who do
not have stimulation and urgency to
come to this meeting,’’

It was also suggested that existing
human rights groups start local meet-
ings.

In many areas, however, local meet-

ings might not be effective, Mrs, Gaston
said her group still would not be able
to implement programs without extra

help or pressure from the outside be-
cause of state officials’ unfriendliness
towards federal programs or recom-
mendations,

Mrs, Gaston said that before she
left Birmingham, friends asked her
what help she would be bringing back,
¢] don’t have an answer,” she said,

While the conference was going on in-
side the plush Sheraton-Park Hotel a
demonstration was being held outside,

Jesse Gray, New York civil rights
leader, said the conference was being
attended by a “bunch of Uncle Toms,””

Gray is only one of several militant
civil rights leaders whohave criticized
the conference, The Student Non-Vio-
lent Coordinating Committee called the
conference unnecessary and boycotted
it,

145 Miles from His Home

Tells
Like at U.S. Steel Takes

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

Macon Sheriff Nominee
Victory in

tride

TUSKEGEE=--Lucius D. Amerson was the calmest man in the room, Nearly
everybody else looked tired, excited, happy, and a little surprised. Their ties
were crooked and their grins flickered on and off like electric signs,

Amerson was just about the only man with his tie and his facial expression

firmly under control,
““Smile,

sheriff,’”’ called out a friend in the crowd of campaign workers, The

dozen people nearest Amerson looked around to see whether he was going to
smile, But Amerson frowned instead, and wenton checking the voting figures on
his tally sheet with the figures onthe SCLC tally sheet in campaign headquarters,

He didn’t really need to check the numbers, For the last half hour, he and ev-

eryone else in the room had known he was the winner,

b a'

LUCIUS D, AMERSON, WINNING SHERIFF NOMINEE IN MACON

Kirksey Is Only Negro
To Win Outside Macon

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

Voters in Tuesday’s run-off election
thought the ballots went down much
more easily thistime, Butfor mostNe-
gro candidates, and most white politi-
cians with Negro support, the results
were just as hard to swallow,

Besides the three Ma~on County nom=-
inees, only one Negro candidate won a
Democratic nomination--the Rev,
Peter Kirksey, for the Greene County
School Board, SoGreene County, which
has had no school integration so far,
may have a Negromember on the school
board,

Twenty-two other Negro candidates
lost, often by big margins, Negro sher-

Military Burial for PFC Williams

BY ROBERT E, SMITH
WETUMPKA=--PFC Jimmy L, Wil-
lilams was buried in a military ceme-
tery 145 miles from his home Monday,
Before the young Viet Nam veteran

THE BODY OF PFC WILLIAMSIS CAR-
RIED TOGRAVE INNATIONAL CEME-
TERY AS THE SOLDIER’S PARENTS

was laid to rest, the fight over where he
would be buried stirred the Justice De-
partment, the national press, the Pen-
tagon, and the Negro communities of
“central Alabama,

FOLLOW, FAMILY WAS TOLD THAT
WETUMPKA CEMETERY IN BOY’S
HOME TOWN HAD NO ROOM,

But the mayor of Wetumpka, Demp
Thrash, was not stirred, He maintained
that the Wetumpka Cemetery was filled,
except for one section for poor people
and unknowns,

Williams® mother, Mrs, Annie Mae
Williams, refused to accept a burial
plot in that section, She and the rest
of the family drove by car tothe Ander-
sonville National Cemetery near Amer=-
icus, Ga,, where her son wasburied with
full military honors,

Television and newspaper camera-
men closed inonMr, and Mrs, Willlams
as she accepted the flag thathaddraped
the casket of the 19-year-old Special
Forces soldier,

The day before, the family and 200
friends crowded into a church in north
Montgomery and heard preacher Fred
D, Gray say, ‘“Jimmy did not just die
for black America, but for white Ameri-
ca as well; not for part of the country
but for all of it; not for Alabama, not
for Wetumpka,

‘“He even died for that part of land
where they wouldn’t let him be buried,

‘‘He died so his brothers andsisters
could gotoapreviously all-white school
in Wetumpka, Alabama,”

Gray said, ‘“There is not onesection
of heaven reserved for one nationality,
We will be all together. there,””

Gray began the funeral service when
he read from the Gospel and led the
casket into the church, The congrega-
tion sang ¢“Nearer My God to Thee,”

A military honor guard of three Ne=
gro soldiers andfour whites carried the
boy’s body. The family followed, Wil-
liams’ two young brothers dressed all
in white,

The printed program the mourners
recelved said, *Thursday, May 26,
1966, Interment in Wetumpka Ceme-
tery,”

However, the funeral had been post-
poned to Sunday because of the dispute
over where the body would beburied and
interment was notin Wetumpkabut inan
integrated national cemetery inanother
state,

iff candidates in three counties withNe-
gro voting majorities--Patt J, Davisin
Perry, the Rev, Henry McCaskill in
Hale, and H,O, Williams in Bullock--
were beaten by white opponents,

Many people who voted on May 3
stayed away on Tuesday, soit didn’t take
so long to cast a ballot, The shorter
ballot this time also made voting easier,

And, said Albert Turner, defeated
candidate for the state House of Rep-
resentatives, ‘‘People had practiced
with the ballot, and they knew what they
were doing,”’

¢Voting was much better this time,””
said George Walker of Birmingham, ¢I
couldn’t turn some of the levers be-
fore, 1 didn’t have any trouble this
time,”?

Eizht Negroes were trying to crack
the all-white Alabama Legislature, but
all of them lost, Increased registration
of white voters helped defeat two who
had come close to nomination on May
3--Fred D, Gray in the 31st District
(Mazon, Bullock, and Barbour coun-

THE REV, PETER KIRKSEY
ties), and Turper in the 27th District
(Perry, Marengo, and Sumter counties),

Gray carried his home county, Ma-
con, over Bill Neville Jr, of Eufaula,
He lost Bullock, despite its Negro ma-
jority, 2,298 to 2,400,

In Barbour,Governor George C, Wal-
lace’s home county, Neville was far
ahead of Gray, 5,628 to 2,802, Large
numbers of white people had registered
in Barbour since May 3, and the white
turn-out in Bullock apparently was
greater this time,

Neville said one reason he won was
that ““Gray was playing the race issue
pretty hard,”” He said this brought out
more white voters,

How would he represent adistrict
in which two counties have Negro ma-
jorities? “I'm a greenhornat this,” he
said, “I'm not sure how other legisla-
tors have represented opposing inter-

‘ests, but T know they have, I’ll have to

play it by ear,”
Turner lost all three counties in his

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO, Col, 3)

He was the first Negro ever to gain
the Democratic Party nomination for
sheriff of an Alabama county, )

Down at the Macon County Court-
house, they knew it, too, The people
counting the votes in the probate judge’s
office stared glumly at each other over
paper cups half-full of cold coffee,

The scrawled tally sheets on the table
in front of them showed that Amerson
had beaten incumbent Sheriff Harvey
Sadler by 384 votes, 3,497 to 3,113,
And that wasn’t all,

L,A, Locklair, Negro candidate for
tax collector, had trounced his white
opponent, Arthur L, Cooper, by 1,600
votes, Harold W, Webb, Negro candi-
date for the board of revenue, District
1, had edged by incumbent John E, Hend-
erson Jr,, a white man, with 350 votes
to spare,

Fred D, Gray, the Negroattorney who
almost but not quite won Place 2 in the
31st state House of Representatives
district (Mazon, Bullock, and Barbour
counties), had 4,359 votes in Macon to
2,030 for Bill Neville Jr,

“The results are all bad,”” a lady
voting official told a late arrival in the
crowd outside the probate judge’s of-
fice,

“It looks like an all-nigger slate,”
explained one of the menleaning against
the wall:

The most graceful loser in town was
the man Amerson had defeated,

“There’s nothing to say,”” Sheriff
Sadler, a Wallace appointee, told the
first reporters who demanded that he
allow Alabama and the nation to share
his loss, But then he reconsidered,

«“The people voted and that’s their
choice,” he said, ¢¢There’s no hard
feelings between him and me, I wish
him luck,”?

Back in the SCLC campaign head-
quarters (in Gray’s Tuskegee law of-
fice), Amerson fielded questions from
the press, He treated them coolly,as if
he knew some reporters would try to
picture him as a postal employee who
blundered his way into history,

“Yes, I was a paratrooper in the
Army,” he said, “Yes, I think the ex-
perience will help me as sheriff, It
gives you courage,”

The reporters pounced on that, Did
he think he would need courage? Would
there be trouble? For theonly time that
evening, Amerson lost a little of his
bland dignity,

“Why should there be trouble?’? he
sald impatiently, I won it fair and
square, The people must want me, They
voted for me,”’

But Macon County’s two-to-one Ne=
gro voting majority didn’t deliver a
bloc vote for Amerson, About 1,000
Negroes voted for Sadler,

Some Negro leaders were among
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col, 1)

SCLC Moves
Out of Ala.

BY TERRY COWLES

MONTGOMERY -- Hosea Williams
surrounded himself last Wednesday
with the entire Alabama Southern
Christian Leadership Conference staff,
Then he told them they would be moving
out of the state by next Tuesday,

Out of more than 70 SCLC staff mem-
bers in Alabama, 50 are to be moved to
the Black Belt in southwest Georgia,

Three field workers arebeing moved
to Chicago, What Williams called ‘“‘a
strong skeleton staff’’ of less than 20
workers will stay on in Alabama,

Wwilliams said a temporary staff of
Mark Harrington, Lula Williams, and
Bruce Huffman would be in Montgom-
ery,

He gave the names of some of the
staff members who are going to Geor-
gla, including Ben Clarke, Willie Taft,
Leon Hall, Ethel Brooks, Wardell Ham-
ilton, Robert Sims, Terry Johnson,
Johnny Treadwell, ‘Richard Smiley,
Barry Wallace, Jerry Love, Roosevelt
Barnett, Rebecca Jenkins, and the
Freedom singers,

The Rev, Thomas Gilmore, unsuc-
cessful candidate for sheriff in Greene
County, was sent to Chicago,

“We suffered, we died, we walked,””
williams said of Alabama, ‘“We just

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col, 4)
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Editoral Opinion
Just the Facts, Please

An example of the newspaper reporting this state can
do without is in last week’s edition of The Democrat-
Reporter of Marengo County,

In a front page ‘“news story’’ The Democrat-Report-
er asks:

1s the end of the 200 year history of America’s secret ballot at hand?

Will representatives of the elected head of the United States be allowed to ‘‘Ob-
serve’” as a voter marks hisballot? Will a citizen be required by law to cast his
ballot so that these ¢observers’” can see exactly who this citizen votes for?

Federal Judge Daniel Thomas will render this decision Thursday morning, May
25, at 11 a,m,

June 4-5, 1966

In the rest of the paper women are refered to as
““Mrs.!”” or ‘‘Miss,” but in another front-page story
The Democrat-Reporter refersto one of the candidates
for county tax assessor as ‘‘Ann Braxton,”’ In the next
line, itcallsher ¢ Braxton, a Demopolis negro woman."’

Further, it describes the House of Representatives
race between Ira Pruitt and Albert Turner, ‘‘Pruitt is
an experienced legislator,’’ says the paper, ‘‘while his
opponent is involved in the civil revolutionary move-
ment,’’

And Now the Elephant

The Republican Party in the South, suchas it is, has
thus far managed to tell the restof the world that it is
a respectable bunch of conservatives who, unlike most
Southern white Democrats, are not embarrassed by the
policies of its national organization,

The Republican Party hasdone this without being ex-
posed for what it is, an exclusive all-white club that
has no interest in Negro rights. Negroes have not
challenged the Republicans, have not made life mis-
erable for them,

The Republicans have held several county conven=-
tions in the past month, and nobody knows of any Ne-
groes who have demanded to be admitted.

Negroes probably won’t be able to have a voice in
the Alabama Republican Party but theycanembarrass
it by crowding into its open state conventionin Garrett
Coliseum in Montgomery July 29-30,

Negroes can pressure the national party to cut off
funds if the Alabama Republicans continue to be all-
white, all-states-righters.,

The people to write to are Governor George Romney
of Michigan, who will need Negro votes to run for
President in 1968; Mayor John Lindsay of New York
City, who needed Negro votes to get elected last year;
Attorney General Edward Brooke of Massachusetts, a
Negro who is running for U,S. Senate and who should
be reminded what sort of party he is in; U, S. Senator
Jacob Javits, a ‘“liberal’® Republican from New York;
and Republican National Chairman Ray Bliss of Wash-

ington, D.C.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

In your May 14-15 issue you said in
an article about the Mobile County pri-
mary election: ‘Some of them (sample
ballots) recommended Flowers for gov-
ernor, some Elliott, because the state
labor council had endorsed him,’?

Is there a differencebetween thatand
this: ¢‘Some of them recommended
Flowers for governur and some Elliott,
Negro union leaders alsowere support-
ing Elliott because the state labor coun-
cil had endorsed him,”?

Some people here think there is a dif-
ference, Only one of the sample ballots
endorsing Elliott did so hecause the
state labor council had endorsed Elliott,
That was the Mobile labor council’s
sample ballot,

M, O, Beale
Mobile, Ala,

* %k %k ¥

To the Editor:

In an article in last week?’s paper con-
cerning thebuying of Negro votes in Mo-
bile County, one of the officials of the
Mobile County Movement stated thathis
organization had received funds from
candidates,

As president of this organization, I
don’t know anything about any such con-
tributions being made to the Mobile
County Movement, Since this official
is affiliated with another organization
apparently he had reference to thator-
ganization and not to the Moblile County
Movement, But if any candidite had
made any contributions to the Mobile
County Movement, [ most certainly
would like for those candidates to con-
tact me about such contribution, be-
cause no contrihution has been reported
to this organization,

Jeffery L, Davis, President
Mobile County Movement
Moblle, Ala,

To the Editor:

In observing and reading your May
28-29 edition I found a whole page of
“lke and Tina” Revue performance
at the Elk Club, which was probably all
right, After observing farther I came
to the politics page, which was last, I
feel it should’vebeen before your social
section,

Being a school teacher,feel thereis
being too much emphasis placed on so-
cializing for our teenagers,

This being graduation time it would he
more appreciative to your readers and
subscribers to read and see pictures of
the different graduating classes through
out Alabama, You had onewrite-upbut
no pictures of Lowndes County,

I have two other papers in my home,
Each page has a capandgownonit, Let
us encourage our boys and girls,

Please organize and raise your paper
to a high level,

Mrs, Joe Jean Sherman
Montgomery, Ala,

* K kX
To the Editor:

Your editorial entitled ¢*Funny
Thing” was excellent, However, on
your map you omitted Monroe County,

Monroe {8 part of the area servedby
the Little River Commuulty Action
Corporation, Its program development
grant has just been approved,

Edward C, Willlamson
Director

Alabama Technical Assistance
Corporation

Montgomery, Ala,

THE SOUTHERN CQURIER wel-
comes letters from anyone on any
subject, Letters mustbysigned,but
your name will be withheld upon re-
quest,

Courier Lady R(gporter Fails in Her Attempt

To Find Federal Observer

BY TERRY COWLES

This week my editor
gave me an assignment--
observe federal voting
observers in Marengo
County during the run-off
election--and Icame back
with a story. The storyis
about how I didn’t get a
story at all.,

My first thought on observing a fed=-
eral observer effectively was to get a
federal observer of my very own, So,
1 called up the Justice Department in
Selina and asked for one,

“Sorry, but I don't think, ,.,” was
the reply to my request,

I got up with the chickens on election
morning and started the drive to Demo-
polls, Marengo County’s largest town,
I was still determined to find myself a
federal observer, Afterall, the observ=-
er didn’t necessarily have to know he
was being ohserved, :

The first step was to find a polling
place, 1noticed a school onthe way in-
to town that definitely had a!l the ear-
marks of being a polling place,

It was a polling place, and there was
a short line of waliting voters, Every
now and then a2 man would come out of
the bailding and herd a few voters in,
Slowly, they would ‘rickle back out of
the buildinz, It was then that I asked
the obvious question=-I certainly could
10t observe an observer when he was in-
side and I was outside s «

«Could 1 please come in for a little
while. I'm a newspaper reporter with
The Southern., , .’

“Sorry, but, , .”

My spirits were getting a little damp=
ened, I called the Justice Department

again,

“There just isn’t anyone youcanfol-
low around,” I was told, But at this
point they put me on to the federal vot-
ing examiners,

1 made my way to the basement of the
U. S, Post Office in Demopolis where
federal voting examiners were receiv-
ing complaints from voters, There was
a group of men sitting around,

I introduced myself and asked if [
could “please” sit aroundand notboth-
er anyone and see what kind of com-
plaints came into the office,

The small, timid man in charge
looked at me doubtfully,

“] don’t think I have the author-
ity, . " he said, and he put through a
telephone call tc the headmanin Atlan-
ta,

After a brief conversation, he turned
to me and began, ‘I regret to inform
KL P

“Bye y’all,” I said on my way out the
door,

Dejected, 1 walked over to City Hall
in the town square, I found a bench
where a large Negro woman was sitting,
She was mumbling to herself,

«yoted yet?’’ [ asked her,

“I come out of that door tussin’,’’ she
said pointing to the polling place, ¢I
voted here sure enough last time and
now thev sayv I have to go tothe Metho-
dist church, 1 got rheumatism, high
blood, and an ulcerated stomach, and
I sure ain’t walkipg, . .*’

I became concerned about her,and so
I offered to take her there in my car,

When wve found her voting box at the
church she went in and voted, After it
was all over, she got back in the car,

““They say there’s another big one
coming up in November,” she said
with a sigh, ¢‘and [ have rheuma‘ism,
high blood, and an ulcerated stomach,”’

hour or so aadstill notbeing able to ob-
serve a single federal observer--1
started homeward, It was almost 3:30
p.m, ’

I dida’t get two miles out of townbe-
fore I heard the sirens,

1 pulled off the road and started taking
out my driver’s license,

«“Was | speeding?’’ I asked,

“Doing 75 back there by the gas sta-
tion,”” said the town constable, whohad

stopped me,

In Eastland’s Backyard

SUNFLOWER, Miss,--The voters in
Mississippl go to the polls Tuesday to
select Democratic candidates for Con-
gress, but for the people of Sunflower
this election is just a warme-up.

The federal Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals has agreed with claims by Sun-
flower City Negroes who said they were
left out of last year’s municipal elec-
tion, And so, the court has ordered
a brand-new election, although a lower
court has yet to set the date for it,

The Mississippi F reedom Democrat-
ic Party, a mostly Negro party that
has been registering voters and run-
ning acceptable Negro and white cand-

ELECTION
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district, even his home coun'y of Perry,

Ira D, Pruitt led Turner there, 3,465
to 3,018, Turner said some 250 white
people and just 40 Negroes had regis-
tered on the one registration day since
May 3 in Perry,

It was a ““strange thing,’® he sald, that
some of the new white voters had ad-

BILL NEVILLE IR,
Winner in 31st District

Sermon of the Week

idates, sees new hope in the decision,

Negroes have gained a slight voting
majority in this Delta town of about
650 persons in the past year, and they
have done it without federal voting ex-
aminers,

The freedom party hasurged its sup-
porters to demand that U,S, Attorney
General Nicholas Katzenbach send ex-
aminers into the county, Katzenbach
has had plenty of time to do so, but he
hasn’t, One reason is thatSunflower is
the site of the 5,800-acre plantation of
Senator James Eastland,

The powerful segregationist Senator
has been around Congress a long time;

RESULTS

dresses like Brent and Centreville,
which are in the middle of Bibb County,
‘‘But 1t’s possible that thev live in Perry
County, andhave their mailing address-
es in those towns,”” Turner said,

Then there were white candidates like
Mrs, Bettye Frink (state treasurer)and
Miss Mary Grice of Bay Minette (Cone
gress, Second District), Bothreceived
Negro support May 3, afact their oppo-
nents emphazed during the run-off cam-
paign, and both were beaten Tuesday,

Tuesday also saw the defeats of two
state senators who opposed Governor
Wallace’s succession bill last sum-

mer--Kenneth Hammond of Valley Head
and L, D, Bentley Jr, of Oneonta,

All 14 of Wallace’s senatorial oppo-
nents are now ou* of the 1966 races,
Bob Gilchrist of Hartselle lost In the
May 3 governor's race, John Tyson of
Mobile was beaten in the election for
lieutenant governor, and the other ten
senators did not run for re-election,

In Choctaw County, the man who had
come closest of all Negro candidates
to being nominated without a run-off
May 3 lost to his white opponent, On
May 3, the Rev, L,I, Spears, running
for a county commissioner’s nominaa
tlon, got 91J votes to 916 for two white
candidates, The results Tuesday,
though, were Spears 872, C,R, Ezell
1,051,

Tuskegee Institute Grads
Urged To Help Poor

TUSKEGEE -- The Negro middle
ctlass doesn’t care enough about poor
people, Tuskegee Institute’s baccalau-
reate speaker told some middle-class
Negroes Sunday,

But poverty is the “common enemy**
of everyone, sald the Rev, M, Moran
Weston, of St, Phillp’s Episcopal
Church in New York,

Middle-class Americans “must re=
ject the dominant appeals of American
culture to selfishness and personalad-
vancement,’ Weston said, They must
‘‘hecome more fucreasingly aware of
and related to the poor and needy,’”

Weston told the 300 graduates that
their degrees shouldbe somethingmore
than keys to unlock the doors of money
and suctess,

‘“The very science, technology, and
managerial skills that made affluence
possible also provide the means for the

conquest of poverty,’” he said,

He urged each graduate to make ¢¢that
priceless gift of himself in quietand un-
Spectacular ways that make the crucial
difference between retreatandadvance,
complacency and involvement,”

That, he said, means the graduates
should all find a way to join the ¢#*war on
poverty’* begun by the federal governs
ment,

But, Weston sald, even President
Johnson’s ““earnestappeals and diligent
efforts’” have not made the war on pove
erty a true war,

National, state, and local governs
ments have contributed too little money
and too much bickering to anti-poverty
programs, the minister sald,

He warned that the Un'ted States
might not survive as a free nation 1f it
fails to wipe out poverty at home in the
next ten years,

he heads the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee and the Senate Judiciary
Committee, which the attorney general
must deal with continually,

Eastland is running for reeelection
this year,

A Justice Department spokesman
said that both the Sunflower County
registrar and the city registrar ¢«are
in compliance with the Voting Rights Act
of 1968 and,..are registering all appli-
cants,"”

The Mississippi Freedom Democrat-
ic Party wants federal examiners who
will travel around the county,

The party  has said, “A victory in
Eastland’s backyard will give hope and
alternatives tothe thousands of Negroes
who, vut of fear, have still not regis-
tered,”’

BY MARY MOULTRIE

TV magazines are famous for their
tid-bits of informa‘ion about the stars
in their natural habitat, the shows you
see¢ on TV, and the humorous things
sald ot done,

One show that réceives a lotof publi-
city on the humorous side 18 the Art
Linkletter Houseparty, on daytime TV,
Linkletter is well khown for his interas
views with the youngsters, and some«
times he is literally rocked back oh
his heels by some of the answers given
by these littie tykes,

On a recent Houseparty show, Link-
letter asked his young guests these

-

questions: “What are eggplants?*
"*What's a pruné?*® «whatdo plants live
on

The following gems of misinforma-
tion were the answers givendy the kids:
“Eggplants are wherbbaby chicks think
they come from," A prune is a plum
that didn’t take care of itself,’ *pPlants
live on the carton dioxide we breathe
out, I you want to kill weeds, don't
breathe in their direction,’”

These are only a few of the many odd
bits of information or misinformation

Atter shuttling around for another

of Her Very Own

BT AR s

He ended up with v driver’s license
and my press card,

¢You gotone of them newspapers with
you?” he asked,

With a shudder I reached into the back
seat of the car, Icameupwitha beaten,
muddy Southern Courier,

«Mind if I keep this?” he asked,

‘‘No, not at all,”

“Now, let’s level with each other--
what’s a nice, pretty girl like youdoing
working for a paper like this,” hesaid,
holding up the paper, Hehada troubled
look on his face,

«“Great experience,” I said enthusi-
astically,

“Done any hauling voters to the
polls?*?

“Oue," 1 gulped,

¢] saw you with one in your car, , ,
I can't figure out you kids today,”

There was more discussion about
kids today,about Governor Wallace,and
about my relatives; and then:

“Well, I'm going to disappoint you,
young lady, I'm not going to give you a
ticket,- Actually you weren't really
speeding, I just wanted tofind outabout
you, I'm a fair man,” he finished,

We agreed that the next time he came
to Montgomery I’d buy him 3 cup of cof-
fee, and I will.

On ‘he drive back to Montgomery, I
contemplated what kind of story I should
do, Ftinally,Idecided thattheonly stor;
I had to tell was how I just didn’t get a
story at all--and how I never did find
myself a federal observer of my own,

you’ll hear onthe Art Linkletter House-
party show, Sounds amusing? Just
watch and you’ll be in for lots of fun
and laughs,

SATURDAY, JUNE 4

GUNSMOKE -- A 12-year-old boy,
whose father has been murdered on the
tratl, is saved from hunger and ex-
posure by Doc Adams, who cures his
physical ills but not his desire for re-
venge, 9 p,m, Channel 4 in Do‘han,
Channel 13 in Birmingham, Channel 19
in Huntsville, and Channel 20 in Mont-
gomery,

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8

CHARLIE BROWN’S ALL-STARS --
Animated cartoon special featuring
Charlie Brown pitching the *Peanuts’
gang to their 999th loss in the game of
baseball, 7:30 p.m, Channel 4 in Dothan,
Channel 19 in Huntsville, and Channel
20 in Montgomery,

BOB HOPE PRESENTS--Analcohol-
fc first mate and a young widow are
Shipwrecked on a deserted island fol-
lowing the first atomic tests, 8 p.m.
Channel 10 in Mobile, Channel 12 in
Montgomery, Channel 13 in Birming-
ham, and Channel 15 in Florence,

FRIDAY, JUNE 10

TAMMY--“Grandpa’s Secret Love”
-Two of Grandpa’s friends think he has
found @ way to cure his loneliness--a
pretty girl, 7 p,m, Channel 6 in Birm-
ingham, Channel 8 inSelma, Channel 31
in Huntsville, and Channel 32 in Mont-
gomery,

THE ADDAMS FAMILY--*/Gomez,
the Reluctant Lover’’-Pugsley sends
one of his dad’s old love letters toa
teacher who visits Gomez, 7:30 p.m.
Channel 6 in Birmingham, Channel 81in
Selma, Channel 31 in Huntsville, and
Channel 32 in Montgomery,
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Public Education in Tuskegee

The Quiet Battle on South Main Street

- -,

MACON ACADEMY IS ALL WHITE, INSIDE AND OUT

“SOME PEOPLE YOU DON'T LIKE, SOME YOU Do

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE--South Main Street
curves away from downtown Tus-
kegee between rows of graceful
old trees, It looks like Main Street
in a thousand American towns, It
doesn’t look like a battle front,

But South Main Streetin Tuske=-
gee draws aline betweentwo con-
flicting ways of life, On one side

stand the red brick buildings of Tuskegee High
School, Three years ago, Tuskegee High became
Alabama’s first desegregated public school,

On the other side of South Main Street stands the
white frame structure of Macon Academy, Three
years ago, Macon Academy became Alabama’s first
white private school founded to confound desegrega-
tion of the public schools,

The first year the spirit of Macon Academy pre-
vailed, After a fewdays,the 12 Negro students who
desegregated the public school were attending clas-
ses by themselves, After one semester, the school
closed,

Across the street, Macon Academy grew bigger,

But Tuskegee High School reopened in the fall of
1964 with about 20 Negro students and about 200
whites, In 1965-66, the school year that just ended,
the public school enrolled 33 Negroes in seven
grades and 250 whites in 12 grades,

Macon Academy last fall stopped publicizing the
size of its enrollment, But public school officials
guess that the white frame building (and another
building a few blocks away which houses the ele-
mentary school) enrolled more than 320 white stu-
dents,

The quiet battle of South Main Street appeared to
be a draw, Both schools were winning students--
but both were losing students they wanted to attract,

Possibly, things could have continued the way they
were, Asmallincreaseinthe number of Negro stu-
dents at Tuskegee High next year might have meant
another year of uneasy coexistence without any real
change in the situation,

But the federal courts, which have had the Macon
County school systemintheir care since 1963, ruled
otherwise, In a plan that basically follows the U, S,
Office of Education guidelines, the courts openedall
grades to ““freedom of choice,”

In several school systems across the South,
“freedom of choice?” means ¢‘token desegregation,’’
But Macon County is different, Tuskegee Institute
1s home for a lot of families who will not settle for
less than whatever they feel are their rights,

In April, 256 Negro children selected Tuskegee
High School as their first choice school for the
1966-67 school year, Only 180 white children said
they wanted to attend Tuskegee High,

Under the freedom of choice plan, first choice
goes to the students who live closest to a school,
Once the school is filled with those who live near
it, students from farther away must make another
choice,

Space is no problem at Tuskegee High, With only
280 students, its classrooms havebeen half-empty,

But some white parents who sent their childrento
the bi-racial school this year say thatenoughroom
is too much room--if it means that Negro children
will outnumber whites,

¢¢We?ve lost eight white students already because
their families moved away,’” said Joe C, Wilson,
superintendent of the Macon County schools,
#QOthers have said they won’t send their children
under these conditions,?’

“Only about seven or eight white families have

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE--¢It’s dull,” said Wil-
liam P, Smith, glancing critically
around the big lunchroom at Tuskegee
High School, He picked up a pencil and
tapped it lightly on the tabletop.

¢«This school is really no different
from any other,”” he said, ““The educa-
tion is the same, The white students are
becoming more and more friendly,

¢But it’s dull, There arelessactiv-
ities, You have to be ready to give up,
some of your social contacts,”” He
paused and thought over what he had
said,

“I'm glad I came,’” he added, “My
parents didn’t force me, It was totally
my idea,”

Smith will be a senior at Tuskegee
High School nextyear, During his junior
year, he was one of 33 Negro students
who attended classes with about 250

- white students,

Although it was the secondyear of de-
segregated classes at Tuskegee High,
Smith said it was the first year that
whites and Negroes were able to relax
enough to get along, ‘‘Notmuchofany-
thing worked out last year,” he said,

This year, prodded by John L, Mea-
cham, the school’s outspokenand open-
minded principal, white and Negrostu-
dents cautiously began to do things to-
gether, Basketball and baseball teams
were desegregated,

‘It was fun,’ said Smith, a basketball
player, (Three weeks ago, however,
someone who didn’t think it was fun
burned down the grandstand where peo-
ple sat to watch the desegregatedbase-
ball team play,)

Although there were no dances and
very few parties, the students did holda

Students at Tuskegee High Say,
“Things Worked Out This Year’

junior-senior banquet in honor of the 11
graduating seniors,

‘It was real nice,’”” Smith said, “but
I was disappointed in the seating ar-
rangement, Most of the white people
were at one table and the Negroes at
another,”?

None of the Negro students wanted to
discuss the difficulties they faced in
dealing with openly hostile white stu-
dents,

‘“You find some people you don’t like,
some you do-~just like anybody else,”
insisted Miss Angle Ricks, a ninth
grader, Smith, who ran for student
council vice president at the end of the
year, similarly stressed the positive
in his campaign speech to the student
body,

‘““You are a select group,’” he told the
students, “Youhave shownyouaregov-
erned by reason, not by emotion, What
matters to you is what a man thinks,??

But if that was true about many of the
students, it wasn’t true about all of
them, Four white girls arounda lunch-
room table one day spoke their minds
about school desegregation,

I hate it,” said Miss Johnnie Kelly,
an eighth-grader, ¢¢The colored people
have enough already--fancy cars and
houses--why do they need our stuff??’

Miss Margie Chadwick, a graduating
senior, returned from private, all-
white Macon Academy to spend her last
year at Tuskegee HighSchool, ‘*This is
where | wentallmy life--until these lit-
tle things came over here, Now we can’t
have a prom--or a private party for
graduation,”

But one of the girls disagreed, ‘“You
shouldn’t dislike Negroes,’”” she told
the others, ¢‘That’s not right, Their
skin’s another color,but they’re not dif-

ferent, Some are bad,some are good,”’

The other girls jeéred or ignored her,
But the dissenter--who asked that her
name not be used because ¢‘my parents
told me to stay out of trouble?”--stood
her ground until the bell rang toendthe
lunch period,

Dean Hornsby went to Macon Acade-
my last year, This year he came to
Tuskegee High, He had the titlerole--
Huckleberry Finn--in the junior class
play, was elected student council vice
president, and at the end of the year ran
unopposed for student council presi-
dent,

¢¢There’s more freedom and more
sports here,” Hornsby saidinexplana-
tion of his returnfrom Mazon Academy,
Asked about school desegregation, he
shrugged,

¢¢] don't like it too much,” he said,
‘“‘but it’s the way it is, If you’ve got to,
you’ve got to,””

Next year’s student council vice
president will be Steve Segrest, who de-
feated Smith in a run-off, He also took
a part in the junior class play, which the
class wrote themselves, using excerpts
from the book ¢‘Huckleberry Finn,”

“] think it was one of the best plays
we could have given,’” said Segrest, *It
pertains to right now, People wouldget
something about race relations if they
read the book,”

Segrest, a Tuskegee lawyer’s son,
said he wanted to attend Tuskegee High
School, “I could have gone to Union -
Springs where I could play football,’ he
said, Because Tuskegee had nofootball
team this year, he settled for basket
ball, Why?

“‘Well,” he said, ‘I decided I had an
obligation to this school,’”

really chosen to support the public school,” said a
white parent who didn’t want his name used, ‘The
others are the real poverty-stricken people, They
can’t afford to pay Macon Academy’s monthly tui-
tion,””

“]d rather go to school with intelligent Negroes
than with white trash,” said Jimmy Cohn, who will
be a senior next year and was student council pres-
ident in 1964-65, ‘‘But most white people would go
to segregated schools if they could, These poor
people who are so pro George Wallace--in their
hearts, they’re really against Negroes,”

Would he continue at Tuskegee Highif there were
more Negroes than whites? Cohn thought it over,
“«But there won’t be,’”” he said, ‘‘Ireckon it’ll be a
100 or so Negroes, and close to 200 whites,”

Cohn isn’t the only person in Tuskegee who wants
to believe that the Negro students will change their
minds, A week after all the transfer applications
had been turned in, John L, Meacham, Tuskegee
High’s principal, said he expected 100 Negroes and
250 whites next year,

Since then, Meacham has resigned, Next fall he

r—— (5

will be back in Muscogee County, Georgia, where
Wilson found him a year ago after severalmen had
refused to accept the principal’s job at Tuskegee
High,

‘“Nobody’s indispensable,” Meacham said, But
Negro students and their parents don’t see it quite
the same way, )

“School was miserable last year because the
principal tried to scratch everything under the rug,”
said William P, Smith, who came to Tuskegee High
as a sophomore and will be a senior next year,
“This year there was a big difference, Meacham
was just what it takes in a situation like this,”

A native of Oregon who graduated from Auburn
University and married an Alabama girl, Meacham
spent his year at Tuskegee speaking out against
bigotry, He encouraged the formation of desegre-
gated athletic teams and fought--successfully--for
their right to compete against other schools,

He brought Thomas Jatkson, a social studies
teacher and athletic coach, with him from Muscogee
County, This winter Jackson’s ninth-grade civics
class (seven Negroes, a dozen whites) heldaformal

debate on school desegregation, (The pro-segrega-
tionists won: ¢‘They argued better,” Meacham ex-
plains,)

But Jackson, the only teacher who solidly backed
Meacham’s frank approach to racerelations,isre-
turning to Georgia with the principal,

The school board may be able to find another
principal who will encourage casual friendliness
between the races, ButWilsonadmits itwill be dif-
ficult, He looks not to the school board, not to the
principal, not to the teachers, and not to the white
community for a solution to the problem of keeping
Tuskegee High School open and desegregated,

“] think that the time has come when the Negro
people have to demonstrate their desire to have an
integrated school,’” he said,

¢“We will have an integrated school or another
segregated school come September, Ifthe Negroes
show maturity and responsible leadership, we will
have a good school year, If immaturity and emotion
prevail, if the Negroes come in the numbers that
have requested to come, we will have segregation
agam.n

Wilson agreed that the Negro students have a
moral and legal right to attend Tuskegee High
School, ‘But we need a little moretime for people
to get more adjusted,” he said,

““We suggested to the courts that we enroll 105
Negroes along with the 180 whites, Thatwould have
meant a greater percentage than any other school
in Alabama, It wouldbefair, There’s not that much
difference in the instructional programs here and at
other schools in the county,”

Some of Tuskegee High’s Negro students agreed
with him, Several who attended Tuskegee Institute
High, the city’s Negro high school, last year said
there was no difference--or that Tuskegee Institute
High was harder,

But no Negro student said he was sorry he’
switched schools, None of them plannedto discour=-
age friends from joining them next year,

That leaves a lot of unanswered questions about
the future of public education in Macon County, One
of them--a questionthat Wilsondidn’t discuss--was
raised several months ago by Paul L, Puryear, a
Tuskegee Institute professor,

Twelve years have gone by since the U,S, Supreme
Court told the South that separate schools are not
equal, Puryear pointed out, Some people, he said,
will never accept social changeuntil after ithas oc-
curred, Where predictions and promises are use-
less, only the reality of change convinces,

‘‘Suppose the public school system is all-Negro
for a few years?” Puryear asked, He replied to his
own question, It won’t stay that way, In the long
run, there isn’t enough private money to support a
school system in direct competition witha publicly-
financed school system,”

But the long run isalongtimeaway, In the short
run, Macon County’s school children and their par-
ents face two alternatives,

The whites can abandon Tuskegee High (and later
other schools), enforcing segregationby factinstead
of by law, Or, desegregation can continue at what-
ever pace the white community allows, pushing the
real decision--on full integration of the schools--a
few more years into the future,

Either way the choice goes now, Macon Academy
will probably grow bigger, When tokendesegrega-
tion begins throughout southeast Alabama nextfall,
more white families will scrape up the cash or
credit to send their youngsters to the private school,
If Mrs, George C, Wallace wins the governorship,
her husband probably will see toit that Macon Acad-
emy has enough money to function,

The quiet battle of South Main Street is really only
beginning,

PRINCIPAL JOHN L, MEACHAM: HE'S LEAVING

SEGREGATION DIES HARD: IN THIS CLASS NEGROES SIT ON THE LEFT, WHITES ON THE RIGHT
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Two Election Views
In Perry County Town

NEGROES, WHITES CHAT

BY DAPHNA SIMPSON

MARION -- Tuesday was another
election day--similar to May 3, but in
some ways more important,

It was a day of final de¢isionfor Ala-
bamians in the Democratic primary,
and in Black Belt counties the issue
seemed tobe‘““Whom shall we elect, Ne-
gro or white?””

AMERSON
WINS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

them, The Rev, K, L, Buford, a city
councilman, spoke out for Sadler the day
before the election, The Macon County
Democratic Club, headed by C, G,
Gomillion, withdrew its original en-
dorsement of Amerson,

But the club didn’t endorse Sadler
either, and many precinct leaders told
the voters In their areas to turnoutfor
Amerson,

They did, The run-off attractedabout
300 more voters than did the primary,

In nominating Amerson, the voters
chose a 32-year-old native of Greene
County who never had anything muchto
do with politics until he entered the race
for sheriff,

Amerson spent eight years in the
Army and later worked at the Veterans
Administration Hospital in Tuskegee,
He had been working at the post office in
Montgomery for about two yearsbefore
he quit his job to run for office,

“It was a hard battle,”” he admitted,
Someone asked how he felt about the
possibility of having to fight the battle

. over again in November against a Re-
publican candidate,

“I won once,” said Amerson, ¢I
could win again,”” For the first time,
he smiled a winner’s smile,

The day itself was cool and sunny--
the first day of *Blackberry Winter,”
People stood in groups around the court-
house, Negroes on one side and whites
on the other, Across the street at the
Rev, Liona Langford’s church people
gathered to await the election returns
after the polls closed,

It was very different from the first
primary election in the attitudes of the
people, There was an air of patient
walting, and thgre was little of the exe
citement that marked May 3, Everyone
was calm, except perhaps the nervous
candidates,

Albert Turner, Negro candidate for
a seat in the House of Representatives,
had planned to sleep all day, but in-
stead he rode around in a car, frown-
ing, He was waiting like everybody else,

Patt Davis, running for sheriff of
Perry County,appeared after the court-
house clock chimed five, looking rested
and inhighspirits, He, too, was waiting,

In a small grocery store across the
street from the courthouse,a white man
and woman were talking about the vot-
ing,

““Well,” the woman drawled, ‘‘that’s
the first time I ever voted with carpet-
baggers breathing down my neck, It’s
just like Reconstruction days,*”

The man answered, ‘‘Yes, just a
bunch of carpetbaggers, It won’t do
them no no good, though, Wait till they

see the count,*

The waiting was over about 10:30
Tuesday night, All the Negro candi-
dates of Perry County had lost in the
run-aoff,

Albert Turner gathered up his port-
folio to leave the church as the walting
crowd began leaving,

«1 don’t know yet whether we’ll file
suit or mot,"” he said, looking tired,‘‘I
guess we'll just hav2 to wait to see,”

Think and Grin

BY ARLAM CARR JR,

1, Can you make sense outof thefol-
lowing?

Stand take to world

1 you throw the

2,- Down on our farm we had a hen that
laid an egg six inches long,
Can you beat that?

3, Can you make sense out of the fol-
lowing?

YYURYYUB

ICURTYY 4 ME,

4, An old woman in a red cloak was
crossing a fleld in which there wgs a
goat, What strange transformation sud-
denly took place?

5. What is it that when once lost, you
can never find again?

6, What is it that stays hot in a re-

MALDEN BROTHERS
BARBER SHOP

407 South Jackson
Montgomery, Alabama

262-9249
Nelson and Spurgeon Malden

HELP-HELP-HE

REV. ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN
of Macon, Ga,
DIVINE
SPIRITUAL HEALER

Jesus 1is truly giving victory to maay,
many people’s problems, SUCCESS
CAN BE YOURS, See or write me
today; I-have a special message for
every troubled soul, Last week
many, many people were helped by
my special selected Bible reading,
to be read on Special Days, If you
want to be delivered quickly, Send
$1,00 and stamped, self-addressed
envelope to:
REV, ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN
630 MORROW ST,

Macon, Ga,, Phone SH, 5-6475
You will get these
SPECIAL SELECTED BIBLE
VERSES BY RETURN MAIL
SR )

M —
CLUB MEETING?

ANNOUNCEMENT?
FUND RAISING?

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE?
EVERYBODY WILL SEE
A NOTICE IN
THE COURIER

$1,00 an inch for non-profit groups

Write THE SOUTHERN COURIER 4
Room 522, Frank Leu Bldz.
Montgomery, Alabama 361014

frigerator?

7. What {s it that grows longer the
more it is cut?

8, What is it that has eight feet and
can sing?

9, What is it that canbe broken with-
out being hit or dropped?

10, What is it that everyome in the
world {s dolng at the same tme?
(ANSWERS ON PAGE SIX)

MRS, JOHNNIE MAE WARREN
Leaving for Washington D,C,

WHITE HOUSE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

sor; Dr,John Nixon, state NAACP pres-
ident, Birmingham; W,C, Patton, South-
érn voter registration, NAACP, Birm-
ingham; and Austill Pharr, president,
First National Bank, Mobile,

Truman Pierce, Auburn University;
Lucius Pitts, president of Miles Col-
lege, Birmingham; and Paul Puryear,
Tuskegee Institute professor,

The Rev, F,D, Reese,Dallas County
Voters League, Selma; the Rev, T,Y,
Rogers, Confederatioh of Alabama’s
Political Organizations, Tuscaloosa;
Mrs, Aaron Sellers, Midway; Stanley
Smith, Tuskegee city councilman; M, B,
Spragins, chairman, Federal National
Bank of Huntsville;and L, W, Stallworth
Jr,, president of Lincoln’s Industrial
Insurance, Birmingham,

Howard Strevel, director, District
36, United Steel Workers of America,
Birmingham; Right Rev, Moasignor J,
Edwin Stuardi, superintendent of paro-
chial schools, Mobile; William Thomas,
Bessemer; Most Rev, Thomas J,
Toolen, Roman Catholic Bishop of Mo-
bile - Birmingham; Albert Turner,
SCLC, Marion; Robert Valder, acting
director, Alabama Council on Human
Relations, Huntsville; Mrs. Johnnie
Mae Warren, Pike County Voters
League, Troy; John A, Welch, Tuske-
gee Institute; and Lonzo West, Selma,

Patronize
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BIC DRADIO IS BETTER THAN EVER!
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SIGN SCHOOL GUIDELINE FORMS

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

Almost every day during the monthof
May, another Alabama school district
decided to comply with the federal
guidelines for school desegregation,

On May 6, the deadline for filing
signed compliance forms with the U,S,
Office of Education in Washington, 29
school districts--25 percent of the to-
tal--had said they would follow the
guidelines in 1966-67,

By last Tuesday, the number of dis-
tricts complying had risen to59-half of
the state’s 118 school systems--ac-
cording to a spokesman for the Qffice
of Education,

The spokesman pointed out that only

94 Alabama school boardsare required
to submit signed compliance forms,
Most of the others are under court-
ordered desegregation plans, he said,

Governor George C, Wallace, State
School Superintendent Austin R, Mead-
ows, and other state and congressional
leaders have asked the local school dis-
tricts not tocomply with the new federal

guidelines, Wallace has called a meet-
ing of school board members and super-
intendents next Monday in the state Cap-
itol, to discuss ¢‘the illegal guidelines
on education,”’

Wwallace and the others have also
asked complying school districts to

SCLC MOVES ITS STAFF

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

may have more trouble than we thinkin
the Black Belt of Georgia, They are go-
ing to be scared after what happened in
Alabama,” '

“Uncle Toms in Georgia are richer,
more educated--and more entrench-
ed,” he added,

The largest single staff to be left be-
hind in Alabama will be in Selma under
the direction of field worker Stoney
Cook, Williams, SCLC voter registra-
tion and political education aide, de-
scribed Selma as the “most divided city
in the country?’” and sajd that SCLC’s job
was to “reunite the community,*’

SCLC would stay on in Birmingham,
Williams said, But he planned to have
only two regular workers in Jefferson
County because ¢¢it is a county where
you can get the soldiers--the troops are
already there,””

Williams said the main jobfor work-
ers left behind in Alabama would be to
work on federal projects like rural
housing, the cotton allotment program,
and the anti-poverty program,

They would also be on hand to help
people who suffered ‘‘economic repri-
sals?’ like evictions,

The aim of SCLC’s move to Georgia
is to get more Negroes registered to
vote in the upcoming electionthere, He
mentioned massive non-violent street
demonstrations as a weapon SCLC
might use,

Gilmore said that the main reasons
that Negroes lost elections in Greene
County were ¢‘mainly smartness and
corrupt Southern politics,”?

The SCLC field worker praised the

newly registered Negro voters inmany
Black Belt counties in Alabama,

¢This has been one of the most mem-
orable times inmy life,” said Williams,
softening near the end of the meeting,

¢«When they ask why nothing happens
over in Georgia, Itell Attorney General
Katzenbach it’s because SCLC isn’t
there,’”” he cried, The staff members
whistled and applauded,

The meeting closed with freedom
songs. The first verse of the first song

went:
“No more Alabama,

No more Alabama,
No more Alabama over me, , ,’”

change their minds and take back their
compliance forms, The Office of Edu-
cation spokesman said that so far, one
school district had asked to withdraw
its compliance,

The spokesman said his office had
also received a letter from State Super-
intendent Meadows, asking to withdraw
the compliance form submitted by
another local school district, However,
said the spokesman, when the Office of
Education contacted the superintendent
of that district, he said he did not want
to withdraw,

Meadows was notified that he could
not change the decision of a local super-
intendent, the spokesman said, InAla-
bama, each school district makes its
own decision on signing compliance
forms,

The most important requirements of
of the new guidelines are:

1, Faculties, as well as student
bodies, must be desegregated,

2, Small and inadequate all-Negro
schools mustbe shut down immediately,

3. Districts with freedom-of-choice

plans must have a certain percentage of -

their Negro children in integrated
schools, ¢Token’’ integration will no
longer be approved,

4, School boards are responsible for
protecting parents and students who
taxe advantage of desegregation plans,

ALL HATS

529 Old Montgomery Rd.

May 27 Jd\')u& June 6

1/2 price & less

Special lot of jewelry

Special lot of hosiery reduced

Petite Bazaar

1/2 price

Tuskegee Institute, Ala,

Alabama Festival

f Arts

Steel Band from Trinidad!
Free Southern Theatre !

Ishangi Dancers from Nigeria !
Sunjet Serenaders !

Staple Singers (Fri. only)!

. )
Norman Lumpkin ’- Ralph Featherstone!

SEE THEM ALL

Fri.-Sat.-Sun., June 3-4-5
Highway 81 in Notasulga
Admission: Adults $1.00, Children 601

Open=-10 a.m.,

Evening Concerts - 7:30 p.m.
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COMMENCEMENT AT TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE MONDAY

Special Commencement
For Several Students

I'he "1g news in the state this past
week wasn’t really news at all: School
is out,

Thousands of high school seniors
were graduated last week and this week
with baccalaureate and comencement
services,

And several Negro students became
the first of their race to be graduated
from previously all-white schools in
Alabama,

At Wetumpka High School, Miss
Janice Grayson received her diploma
as her parents looked on, Aiso in the
audience last Friday night wereanaunt
from Cleveland; Miss Winifred Falls,
who has worked on school desegrega-
tion for the American Friends Service
in Atlanta; and a staff member from the
.S, Office of Edication who received
his ticket from the schoo! principal,

A lady in Prattville whose daughter
attends the desegregated Autauga Coun=-
tv High School said that when she and
her friends went to zraduation cere-
monies there, ¢‘they stared and they
gave us real wild looks, Butitwas real
nice,”

Miss Flora Yelder and Miss Katie
Mae Morris, both Negroes, received
diplomas there Sunday night, Two other
Negroes in the senior class have to
make up work before they receive
theirs.,

Two Negro students were at the top
of the 1l1-member graduating class at
Tuskegee H'gh School,

Seven Negro students were among the
504 graduates at Tuscaloosa High

School,

Miss Sandra Taylor, Miss Emma
Jean Carter, and Viss Annie Joyce Rig=
gins weregraduated from the once-seg-
regated Robert E, Lee High School in
Montgomery, Miss Riggins’ younger
brother received his diploma from Lee
last year,

In the small Black Belt town of But-
ler, Don Muss received his diplomaat
the previously all-white Chnctaw Coun-
ty High School, His family and friends
looked on as Willie M, Wimberley, su-
perintendent of education, presented the
diplomas,

Moss andall 11 other Negro students
went to Wimberley last January seek=
ing admission to the high school, Thev
were told to return Feb, 28, when they
were admitted,

After graduation, Moss looked at his
certificate and explained why he trans-
ferred to the white school from the Ne-
gro Choctaw County Training School,
¢«It sure looks better without that
TRAINING on the diploma, when you
want a job or want to get intocollege,?’

Alabama Christian

Movement for Human Rights
The Monday night weekly meeting
will be at 6:30 p,m, at 17th Street
A, O, H, Charch of Gnd, Bishop Jas-
per Robey, pastor, Climaxing the
tenth anniversary celebration, the

Rev, F,L Shuttlesworth will speak,

covers

Next 7 cacheted covers commem-
orating oanly the major U, S, space
achievements for $5,00 advance de-
posit, SPACE CRAFT COVERS,
P,0, Box 2296, Huntington, W, Va,
25724, US.A,

Ross Street Cleaners

418 ROSS ST,, MONTGOMERY
CLEANING EXPERTLY DONE
BY
EXPERIENCED PERSONNEL
CITY WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE

Mack Guilford, Prop.

PHONE 262-0990

. Richmond Flowers ‘Unwinds,’ Says

BY ROBERT E, SMITH

MONTGOMERY --Richmond Flowers
pushed around some papers on his
desk and all of a sudden decided he
needed a padlock on his office door,

‘“About this size,’”” the big, red-
haired attorney general said as he
showed with his hands the size of a
catcher’s mitt,

He was trying to find a hate letter he
had received the other day and ‘was com-
plaining that someone always comes in
to ¢lean off his desk while he is away,

Flowers found the letter, in the rough
scrawl of a Ku Klux Klansman from
Selma, and displayed it with great de-
light, He read from it again andagain,
“The Klan has rode again,’” andlaugh-
ed,

Flowers was finishing up some work
in his office before taking a few days’
vacation in Miami this week, From
there, he said, he would go to West Vir-
ginia and Illinois to maXke speeches,

“I’ve justbeenunwinding,”” he saidas
he talked about the four weeks since the

May 3 Democratic primary when he ran
second, far behind Mrs, George C, Wal-
lace, in the race for governor,

Had he learned anything in the cam-
paign, in which he went for the Negro
vote?

“Jt was interesting, very interest-
ing,”” Flowers said, ¢‘Those slum walks
shocked me, It jolted me to see our
people living like that with the federal
government spending hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars ona poverty program,?’

“And I’ll tell you something else,
I started out running for governor as a
man of law, But, you know, there are
moral issues involved in the ma‘ter of
integration,

“There is discrimination, and we’ve
got to stop it,”

His eyes stared straight ahead, ¢“We
have got to stop it,”?

He said he received about as many
Negro votes as expected, Then his face
brightened, and he added, *I got a lot
more white votes than people expected,
And that’s encouraging,’”’

Answers

ANSWERS TO RIDDLES ON PAGE FIVE

1, I understand you undertake to over-

throw the underworld,

2, Yes, with an egg beater,

3. Too wise you are, too wise you be,
I see you are too wise for me,

4, The goat turned ‘o butter (butther)

and the old woman became a scarlet

runner,

5, Time,

6, Mustard,

7. A ditch,

8. A quartet,

9, Silence,

10, Growing older,

P A He Will Run Again for Governor

\/,/57’@ NV ovER

PEGCROES +—LIBRAL
NNEF [T o5

J e

d

T

A S

,7’7’% PE 4= 4

RICHMOND FLOWERS' FAN LETTER FROM SELMA VOTER

«There is a white liberal votein this
state, That’s what’s going to do it
when it’s done--a coalition of white
liberals and Negroes,’’

During the campaign, critics andeven
supporters asked ‘why Flowers hadn’t
appointed any Negroes to the attorney
general’s staff if he believed so much
in Negro rights,

“Couldn’t do it,”” he said this week,
‘I would like to appoint a Negro at-
torney to this office, but no Negro at-
torney would take the job, Therearen’t
enough Negroattorneys inprivate prac-
tice now, Andbesides, the jobs hereare
on the merit system,”

That means, he said, that he cannot
replace the employees in his office and
that Negroes would never get through
the merit system,

“That’s what I would do when I was
governor; I would open up that merit
system to Negroes,”’

They’re Reading Us In:

Lower Peach Tree, Alabama

Flea Hop, Alabama
Itta Bena, Mississippi

Flowers’ plans for the future? “I’m
going to run for governor, I got more
votes than any other second-place fin-

isher has ever gotten in a primary
without a run-off, I see no point in
ducking that, in throwing that away,
A lot of people had a lot of hope,”

Richmond Flowers went on to talk
about what was bothering him, He said
he didn’t worry too much about people
his age, but he did worry about ‘‘the
young people in our schools who are
being taught in this old system,’” And
he grumbled for a whileahouta minister
in his home town of Dothan who preach-
ed against legal liquor but¢¢hasn’t once
preached on the brotherhood of man,
Not once,”

The attorney general then gotback to
his work, with a last reminder that he
would be back in four years to run for
governor, Then it was off to Floridafor
a little sunshine with his family,

Womack Hills, Alabama
Letohatchee, Alabama
Rye, New York

eager

Normal, Alabama

West Point, Georgia

High Point, North Carolina
Sandy Spring, Maryland
Opp, Alabama

Snow Hill, Alabama
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Falls Church, Virginia
Cold Bay, Alaska

Yellow Springs, Ohio
Brown, Illinois

Golden, Colorado

East Orange, New Jersey
Walnut Grove, Mississippi
Hiwasse, Arkansas

Rock Run, Alabama
Pansey, Alabama

New Bern, North Carolina
Rolling Fork, Mississippi
Sweet Water, Alabama
Haven, Kansas

Hope Hull, Alabama

Chickasaw, Alabama
Coconut Grove, Florida
Beatrice, Alabama
Belzoni, Mississippi
King Salmon, Alaska
Cuernavaca, Mexico
Olterterd, Netherlands
Victoria, Australia
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Kailua, Odhu, Hawaii
Leroy, Alabama,..,

toplease

Derider, Louisiana
Glen Rock, New Jersey
Woodstock, Vermont

And Why?

Because people want to know what’s really happening in Alabama, Don’t you
have a friend who wants to know what’s really happening? Tell him that The
Southern Courier is the only way tofind out, Show a friend a copy of your paper,

our service 1s excellent

You are invited to use the many customer

o THE SOUTHERN COURIER

are free. Let us provide sound advice , Covering Race Relations in Alabama
and the credit best suited to your needs. : i

$5 per year mailed in the South
$10 per year mailed in the North
$25 per year patron subscription

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

ALABAMA EXCHANGE BANK

Send me the SOUTHERN COURIER
for one year, I am sending check or

MAIL TO: money order,

THE SOUTHERN COURIER
Room 622, Frank Leu Bldg.
79 Commerce St.,
Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Name

Member
Federal Reserve System and

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Address

P.O. Box 728 Tuskegee, Alabama
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We Are an Equal Opportunity Employer






