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Alabamians Tell Hopes and Fears for 1966

New Year’s Eve is traditionally a
dme for having a big party and making
merry, Alotofpeople makeNew Year’s
resolutions, and’tell each other how
great and prosperous the coming year
will be,

But everybody doesn’t feel that way,
To Mrs, Louise Marshall, of Troy,
the new year ¢¢‘looks like the same thing

IKE MARSHALL

over and over again,’’
‘A day is justanother day,’”” shesaid,
¢It’s just like turning another page.,”

But her husband, Ike Marshall, said
New Year’s Day is a time tobe ¢‘thank-
ful to God for my being here this long.”’
(He’s 68 years old,)

A 17-year-old high-school girl
agreed with Mrs, Marshall, ¢It’s just,

MRS, LOUISE MARSHALL

another year,’” she said., ‘‘If noone had
told me, I would never have known,’’
Mrs, Martha Summer, of Montgom -
ery, refused to make any New Year’s
resolutions, “I’m not going to live that
long, 1 work so hard,” she said,

Mrs, Summer said she did domestic
work in a private home, ¢I’m tired of
cleaning, cooking and washing for oth-
er folks’ children while my own go lack-
ing,” she said,

Though she wouldn’t make any reso-
lutions, Mrs, Summer did have a New
Year’s wish:

“I'd like to get an office job, so I
could sit there on my fanny and typeall
day, and make lots of money,’’

Others were more hopeful about their
prospects for 1966,

For Carlton Adams, of Mobile, the
best thing about the new year was, ¢I
got a new house, Be movin’ in soon,
and outta this shack,”’

Adams lives in Mobile’s hobojungle,
hidden between the railroad yards and
a polluted creek, just afewblocks{rom
the center of the city,

He said he’d also like ¢‘a more bet-
ter job” in 1966, And, if he can ‘‘find
the right woman,”” he’d liketoget mar-
ried--but he doesn’t expect to find her,

MRS, MARTHA SUMMER

For Miss Diane Madison, the best
thing that could happen in the new year
would be ‘¢if | got an A in chemistry,’’

Miss Madison, who ‘‘came out’’ at
the big, elegant Negro debutantes’ ball
in Mobile’s Municipal Auditorium Sun-
day night, is a sophomore at Bennett
College, apn integrated school in

Greensboro, North Carolina,

She was an excellent student by the
standards of Central High in Mobile, but
sald she discoveredat college that Cen-
tral’s standards weren’t very high,

¢“The Vietnam war is going to get
worse before it gets better,” Miss
Madison salid,

Alabamians were thinking about civ-
i1 rights as 1965 turned into 1966,

¢““There’s gonna be big changes”’
through civil rights activity, said Carl-
ton Adams, But he said he doubted the
changes would affect his life very much,

For John Leflore, a long-time civil
rights worker in Moblle, the new year
will be very different from the old, Le-
flore retired from the PostOfficeatthe
end of theyear,aftermorethan45years
of service,

He might be among the Negroesrun-
1ing f'or local offices in Mobile County
this year, He couldn’t run before, be-
cause he was a federal employe,

Leflore said he hoped for ¢¢a contin-
uation of thekindof policies that George
Wallace has espoused,’’ because these
policies have ¢welded Negroes to-
gether’? better than anything else could
have,

He foresaw just one personal problem
in his retirement--¢¢Peoplesometimes
become lazy when they don’thave pres-

sure on them,’’ But he said he expe.ted
other problems from ¢‘this dormant
state that’s so obvious among Negroes
of our community,’?

Said J. M.Gantt, anelevator operator
in Montgomery:

‘“The coming year will be just about
whrt you make it, Life is largely what
you make it,”’

JOHN LEFLORE

Quiet Demonstration

In SCLC Vote Drive

BY STEPHEN E, COTTON :
BIRMINGHA M--¢‘At least it’s better thannodemon-
stration at all,”’” sighed one SCLC staff member.
He was watching 250 civil rights workers singing
freedom songs on the steps of the Jefferson County

courthouse here last Tuesday,

The demonstration was part of a county-wide voter-registration drive, Four-
teen Northern college students and25SCLC staffershave come to Birmingham to

join in the campaign,

Some of the SCLC people wanted
something dramatic to happen during
the deh)onstratlon, sothatunregistered
Negroes in the county would take more
interest in the drive, But there wasn’t
much drama here Tuesday,

Early in the a3y, Mayor Albert Bout-
well himself sawtoitthat Negroes were
issued a parade permit,

The chanting demonstrators marched
from Kelly Ingram Park--the scene of
hosings and police-dogattacks in1963--
to the courthouse, ignoring stoplights as
they snarled traffic at a half dozen
downtown intersections,

At an hour-long rally at the court-
house, speakers called on Negroes to
register, and demanded that county offi-
cials ald in the voter-registration
drive,

The Rev, Abraham Woods, who has
worked on registration inthe county for
several years, said the county ought to
have ‘‘deputy registrars goingout in the
community and knocking oh doors.” He
also said registration offices shouldbe
open six days a week,

Mr, Woods sald there are now only
three places to register in Jefferson
County--the courthouses in Birming-
ham, Fairfieldand Bessemer, When the
Board of Registrars isinsessioninone
of the three offices, the other two are
closed,

Tuesday the registration office at the
Birmingham courthouse was closed,
because the Board of Registrars was in
session 1n Bessemer,

According to SCLC plans, Negroes
who wanted to register Tuesday were
supposed to sit inat the registration of-
fice at the courthouse here,

The sit-in was called off when the
SCLC workers decided there were too
few unregistered Negroes in the demon-
stration,

SPEECHES DRAW CHEERS

That has beenthe major problem with
the voter-registration drive so far--
few unregistered Negroes have turned
out,

Some of the complaintsagainstcoun-
ty officials that werevoicedon Tuesday
had actually been cleared up before the
demonstration began,

The Board of Registrars Monday
agreed to register voters in Bessemer
for five days this week,

And Dr."John Nixon, state head of the
NAACP, said he and several other Ne-
groes had been assured Monday thatthe
board would be insessionon Saturdays,
beginning next week,

A few hours before Tuesday’s demon-
stration began, the Jefferson County
Commission authorized the hiring of six
moiE clerks to help the Board of Regis-
tFirs speed up the registration process,

The SCLC drive officially began three
weeks ago, whenthe Rev, Martin Luther
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PARADE TO THE COURTHOUSE

New Political

Group in Lowndes

To Name Own Negro Candidates

BY EDWARD M, RUDD

LOWNDES COUNTY -- Last August,
leaders of the Lowndes County civil
rights movement sized up their chances
of joining the ranks of the Democratic
Party here, Their decision: if youcan’t
join them, then beat them,

So last month the Lowndes County
Christian Movement unleashed a Black
Panther in the backyard of the Alabama
Demacratic (Party’s ‘‘white suprema-
cy’’ Rooster, The Panthar is the em-
blem of the new Lowndes County Free-
dom Organization, formed to support
Negro candidates.

‘“We had to find some wavs or means
to get our own people on the ballot,”’
said John Hulett, president of the
Lowndes Christian Movement,

“The Democratic Party has a right
to say who can come ontheirballot, and
I feel like they would turn usdown,’’ he
said,

Alabama Attorney General Richmond
Flowers has sald the words ¢“white su-
premacy’’ should be removed from the
Democratic Party emblem, And Demo-
crats might be willing to include some
Negroes on theirballot, But in Lowndes
County, it’s probably too latefor any in-
vitations,

Plans Made For
A Credit Union

BY JOHN KELLY JR,

EUFAULA--More than 100 Eufaula
citizens met last week to organize a
credit union,

The meeting, held Dec, 21 in the Bap-
tist Academy school, was called to or-
der by John Kelly Jr, and the Rev, W, M,
Lewies,

After a brief statement, the chairman
of the meeting, the Rev, G, H, Cossey,
introduced the main speaker, William
E. Jordan,

Jordan gave the group a big hello
and then pointed outsome of the advan-
tages of a credit unionforacounty, city
or community,

He mentioned the low interest rate
at which a member may borrow money
{from a federal credit union, Any mem-
ber may borrow up to$750 onhis or her
signature alone, he said.

The meeting was then thrown open for
questions and comments, Then Kelly
and Mr, Lewies proposedthatthegroup
file an application for a charter with the
federal government, This motion was
adopted by those present, with two op-
posed,

Mr, Cossey sald that as soon as the
charter is approved in Washington, a
credit union will be set up in Eufaula, A
committee was appointed to make plans
for the credit union,

Eufaula citizens decided they wanted
a credit union in a meeting last Novem-
ber, One purpose of the creditunionis
to help Negroes get started inbusiness,

As someone said at the November
meeting, ¢God helps those who help
themselves,”?

In a credit union, members pool their
savings, usually by buying shares {n the
organization, The members then can
borrow money at low interest rates,

‘] feel even if we were nominated on
their ballot ticket, we would have to walk
in the footsteps of the Democratic Party
and be doing the same things they’ve
been doing all their days,”” saidHulett,

The Freedom Organization will get
into politics for the firsttimein the May
primary, ‘“This will be our day to as-
semble in or around the courthouse in
Hayneville and nominate our own candi-
dates for the Freedom Organization, in-
stead of voting for people in the Demo-
cratic Party,” said Hulett,

Realizing what trouble this assembly
could meet, Hulett added solemnly:

‘“People in Lowndes County, whether
they live or die, will put upour own can-
didates--that’s a sure thing,’”

The Negroes will be trying tonomi-
nate candidates for sheriff, tax asses-
sor, tax collector and two spots on the
school board,

The Lowndes County Freedom Orga-
nization isn’t an overnight political de-
velopment, It has its roots deep in the
Lowndes County Christian Movement,
. The Christian Movement started
holding mass meetings a year ago, Ii
started small, and has always done
things the people wanted and could do
for themselves, Its first project wasa
community parkintheMossesarea,

Every Sunday night, the ChrisUlan
Movement nolds a mass meeting some-
where in the county, Aboutaquarterof
the people at these meetings move
around with the Christian Movement,
The rest are people from the commun-
ity where the meetingis being held, The

meeting places are always filled up.

The Christian Movement also has a
strong supportingarm inMichigan, Ne-
groes there have left Lowndes County,
but they have not forgotten what they
left, They have formed a Northern
branch of the Christlan Movement, to
send back money and encouragement,

Last summer, the Lowndes County
Christian Movement, with the help of
SNCC, ran a campaign to get Negroes
elected to the Agricultural Stabilization
and Conservation Service committees,
Although Negro farmers were in the
majority, they could not elect Negro
ASCS committeemen in four of thefive
communities where they put up candi-
dates,

Many people in the Christian Move-
ment and SNCC feel that J.owndes Coun-
ty public officials threw away their last
chance to court the Negro vote in this
election,

‘“We don’t know, but we feel sure that
we were tricked at the ballotbox,’? said
Hulett, ASCS officials have said the
elections were conducted honestly,

“We did it fair and square,” said
Stokely Carmichael of SNCC, ¢Webe-
lieved in them, and they cheated us,

‘“They told us-to vote, and we did
everything they said, Now that we have
the power, they’re not going to shame
us, Ignorant, smelly, with our noses
running, we’re going to take thatpoliti-
cal power because it belongs to us.”

Carmich~~] said the Freedom Orga-
nization will not be closed to whites,

“This 1s not a black nationalist
party,” he told a crowded mass meet-

Attorneys Argue Fairness

MONTGOMERY -- Alabamians may
get a New Year’s present from the fed-
eral courts, They may be told that they
don’t have to pay $1.50 every year {nor-
der to vote in state and local elections,

Last week, a panel of three federal
judges listened while the U, S, Justice
Department and the state of Alabama
argued about whether the poll tax dis-
criminates against Negroes and poor
people,

After the hearing,the judgessaid they
would not rule out the poll tax unless the
Justice Department could show that it
was used to discriminate,

But they decided to hear some more
facts before they made a final ruling,
The Justice Department claimed the
Alabama poll tax should be abolished,
because it i{s usedto keep Negroes from

voting,

But the state of Alabama disagreed,
In a hearing here Dec, 20, attorneys for
the state tried to convince the judges
that the poll tax is simply a test to see
whether a citizen is really interested in
voting,

The attorneys for Alabama also said
the federal government was trying to
give everyone the right to vote, ‘‘Nev-
qr In the history of the 'Anglo-Saxon
race,” they said, had such a thingbeen
done,

In fact, said John Kohn, a state lawyer
and a close political friend « Gov,
George Wallace, George Washington’s
wife couldn’t vote, Abe Lincoln’s wife
and mother couldn’t vote,anduntil1918,
¢‘the lowest livery boy could vote while
the saintliest white woman could not,”

Kohn said it was up to the courts to

ing the night after Christmas, ¢‘But
if you think white folks are coming out
here before they can get something out
of it, you’re mistaken,’’

In the same mass meeting, it was
pointed out that Alabama Democratic
Conference spokesmen have said they
can deliver 90 per cent of the state’s
Negro vote,

But Carmichael told the mass meet-
ing that the Democratic Conference, not
the Freedom Organization, was splitting
the Negro vote,

Members of the Lowndes €ounty
Freedom Organization will not be able
to vote in the regular Democratic pri-
mary in May, This means that if At-
torney General Flowers runs for
governor, he can expect no help from
the county where he took his strongest
stand for equal administration of jus-
tice,

But Hulett feels that Negroes in
Lowndes County have to work from the
bottom up to improve their lot:

*We fail if we vote in the primary, be-
cause we will lose out in the local Demo-
cratic election, Andthe electionoflocal
officials is the mostimportant thing for
people in Lowndes County,”?

JOHN HULETT

of Poll Tax

save the nation and the constitution,
¢‘because the people havelost the abili-
ty to control their government,’?

‘I this nation is going to be saved,’’
he said, ¢¢it will not besaved by the Con-
gress; it will not be savedby the execu-
tive branch; it will not be saved by the
people. . .It will be saved by the courts,’’

At this point, Judge Frank M, John-
son Jr, leaned over to interrupt,
‘«That’s one of the greatest arguments
I’ve ever heard,” he declared,

In another case, Alabama Attorney
General Richmond Flowers filed abrief
in a suit aimed at overthrowing the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, The suit wag
brought in the U, S, Supreme Court by
the state of South Carolina,

Flowers plans to argue that no i1lit-
erates, black or white, should be al-
lowed to vote, The voteactoutlawed lit-
eracy testsin Alabama and other states,
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HFowers

Is Ri_ght

4

Alabama’s May primary is not far away, and the
state’s political climate is beginningto heat up, Sever-
al well-known figures have announced their candidacy

for various offices.

But there have beenother developments besides pol-

iticians® throwing their hats in the ring.

County,

In Lowndes

a militantly Negro political movement has

sprung up. At the same time, Attorney General Rich-
mond Flowers has begun a campaign to remove the
words ‘‘white supremacy’’ from the label of the Ala-

_bama Democratic Party.

It is too soon to tell whether the Lowndes County
Freedom Organization, as the new movement is called,

will be a force for good or ill,

Certainly it is a sign

that in some counties, Negroes are so fed up with
segregationist politics that even suggestions like the
attorney general’s will not win their support.

But there is no question thatthe ‘‘white suprémacy?”’

label must go.

Flowers is right--the label is an offen-
sive relic of a system thathas brokendown,

And more

than a change of label will be needed if the Alabama
Democratic Party really wants the Negro vote,

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

Why {s it sohard for a white man to
get segregation out of his blood?

Why send Negroes to Vietnam when
they don’t have anything to die for? We
don’t have freedom, all we haveiskill-
ing and harassing,

The Ku Klux Klansmen want to kill,
why not send them to Vietnam? If they
want to kill someone, they could do it
there,

The white man wants the Negroes, to
go back where they came from, Has he
stopped to think, he needs to go back
where he came from? This is not his

E 3 L]

To the Editor:

Could a Northerner who has spent
very little time in the South make a
suggestion? How about helping us to
locate the events in each story by iden-
tifying the state where the events are
taking place?

The lead-in to each news story now
shows the town, How about adding the
three or four extra letters necessary
to show the state? It would sure make
finding some of these placesonthe map
easier,

TRhanks for making our geography
job easier, Keep up the good job that

* &

To the Editor:

Your newspaper provides all the news
that is fit to print, but that other news-
papers don’t feel fit to print,

I realize from my past summer in
Selma with the Medical Committee for
Human Rights that the presence of the
press'and/or medical personnel act as
deterrents to violence, Your glare of
publicity seems to shine most brightly
in those small municipalities whose
Southern exposure has in the past

home, no more than the Negroes’, We
have just as much right to be here as
the white man,

The white man is eating, sleeping and
fighting alongside Negro GI’s in Viet-
nam, so why segregate yourself here?
You cannot afford that kind of thinking,

This word ‘‘nigger?’--oh, how I hate
it! Anyone can be a nigger,

We are tired of being told what and
how to think, We want our freedom now
--not years to come, but now,

Name withheld
Jackson, Ala,
* *

you are doing,

John L, Gable
Arlington, Va,

(Editor’s note: THE SOUTHERN
COURIER 1is an Alabama newspaper,
Therefore, when an Alabama city ap-
pears in the lead-in, we don’t think it‘s
necessary to mention the state, We do
include the state for cities outside Ala-
bama--except for the major ones that
everyone knows, like New York,Chica-
go or New Orleans,)

* *

blocked out any of the Northern lights,

The lucidity of your reportingisonly
excelled by the sharpness of your pho-
tographic essays, There’s a poetry in
those pictures which makes good read-
ing even better,

Stay as sharpas your reporters’ pen-
cils,

Edwin L, Zinman
New York, N, Y,

It’s Coming-Out

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL!?

MOBILE -- A few weeks ago, a
full-page picture on thefrontofthe Mo-
bile Press Register’s society section
announced that this year’s debutantes
had arrived., The 14 of them had just
¢‘come out?” at the glamorous Camellia
Ball in the Admiral Semmes Hotel,

Last Sunday night, 27 more debu-
tantes came out at another glamor«r.m"
ball, in the Municipal Auditorium, and
the head of the PressRegister’s society
section didn’t even knasw about it,

The ball at the auditorium was the 19 th
annual Debutante Cotillion, sponsored
by the Strikers, a sbcial organization of

40 Negro men, The group was founded in
1931,

There is anolder, white social club in
Mobile with the same name, LeBaron
James, the president of the Negro Strik-
ers, said theidentical names were no
accident,

According to James, the Negro Strik-
ers and other Negro social clubs are
trying to dothe same kinds of things that
the white clubs have been doing since be-
fore the Civil War--holding social af-
fairs and performing civic services,

The Negro Strikers’ most important
affair each year is their huge Debutante
Cotillion,

This vear, the 27 Negro debutantes
had a cocktailpartyatthe Sheraton Bat-

tle House Hotel three days before the big
ball, Then, Sunday morning, they had a
breakfast atthe Admiral Semmes Hotel,
and checked into rooms there, They
used the rooms throughout the day and
evening, for changes of clothes and for
receiving guests,

Mrs, Dorothy Daponte, one of Mo-

Message of Christmas

Teaches Trust in

SELMA --What 1s the meaning
Christmas™ One answer was glvenlast
Sunday by the Rev, P, R, Hunt, speaking
on Selma radio station WHBB,

Mr. Hunt, pastor of Trinity Lutheran
Church, saidChristmas reminds us that
¢God will never fail us,””

God

“If you ever have any doubts about
God, remember how the Lord fulfilled

His promise to send the Messiah,
That's the meaning of Christmas,’” he
said.

“God not only gave mankinda savior,
but He prepared mankind for His
coming,” said Mr, Hunt,

““And when the hearts and minds of
men had been prepared, when the stage
had been set, the Lord fulfilled His
promise and sent forth His son,”

Mr, Hunt said he agreed with the
words of “OLittle Town of Bethlehem?’
--4God fulfilled the hopes and fears of
all the years” when He sent Jesus,

From this we see that God fulfills
his promises, said the minister, ‘So
it is with the prayers you offer, He
hears them, He will never fail,”

““Maybe you once thought,™God has
kept promises for others, but not for
me.’

“Don’t believe it,’”” said Mr, Hunt,
“¢Just as HesentHis son, He is not going
to fail yow,”’

Mr, Hunt also noted God’s ‘‘second
promise, the promise that He will come
again, Believe inthe LardJesus Christ
and you shall be saved!”

You Can Afford

Many Negro high school students in
Alabama will not be able to 3o tocollege
because they can’t afford it, i

But for Miss Margaret Mitchell of
Auburn, Claude H, Oliver of Bir-
mingham, Miss Thelma Y, Smiley of
Montgomery and 37 others, things may
be different,

They are all finalists in this year’s
National Achievement Scholarship Pro-
gram, The program,for outstanding Ne-
gro students, is runby the National Me-
rit Scholarship Corporation, Scholar-

.ship winners will be announced in Feb-

ruary,

If, for instance, Miss Mitchell wins
one of the more than 200 National A-
chievement Scholarships, she will be fi-
nancially able tostudy her main {inte-
rest--veterinary science--at the col-
lege of her choice,

Even if she doesn’t win a National A-
chievement Scholarship, justbeingafi-
nalist may help her get financial aid
from some other source, And it will
certainly help her get accepted by the
collegé she wants to attend,

National Achievement Scholarships
provide the money Negro students need
to go to college, The award may be as
low as $250 ayear,or as highas $1,500,

This month, highschool juniorsbegin
competing for nextyear’sscholarships,
There are two waystoenter the compe-
titlon--either you can be nominated by
your high school, or youcantake the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test,

School officials can get nominating
forms from the National Achievement
Scholarship Program, 990 Grove St,,
Evanston, 111,60201, The qualifying test
will be given in highschools throughout
the state on Feb, 26 and March 1,

For these or any scholarships, you
need more than just good grades, Your
extra-curricular activities should show
that you have ¢get-up-and-go’’ and a
real interest in the world around jyou,

,Though they may not think so, all qua-
lified high school students canafford to
attend the nation’s top colleges--like
Harvard, Yale, andPrinceton for men
and Radcliffe, Wellesley andSmith for
women,

At all these schoois, if students are

T . .
bile’s white debutantes a few ears ago,
went to the Cotillion Sunday night, She

said afterwards that it was ¢‘a master-
ful dance, beautifully done,”

The debutantes presented at the Co-
tillion each year are selected by the
Strikers, The girls havetohe twoyears
out of high school, and mostare college

AT THE DEBUTANTE COTILLION

bright enough to be accepted, they are
sure to get the scholarship money they
need to attend,

The Cooperative Program for Educa-
tional Opportunity provides guidance for
students who want to go to these col-
leges, and tries totell applicants where
they have the best chance of being ac-
cepted,

You can get an application for this
program’s services by writing tothe
Cooperative Program for Educational

Opportunity, 17 Hillhouse Ave,, New Ha-
ven, Conn, 06520,

Students can, and probably should,
have applications on file as early as
their junior year,

The National Scholarship Service and
Fuad for Negro Students (NSSFNS) also
offers college advice to highschool stu-
dents, through their schools and gui-
dance counselors, It helps qualified stu-
dents get intotheir chosen colleges,

NSSFNS awards scholarships of up to
$600 to students whowinother scholar-
ships, but still need more money to go to
college,

For this service, you should write to
NSSFNS at 6 E, 82d St.,New York,N,Y,
10028, by the spring of your junior year,

The Eleanor Roosevelt Scholarship

Mobile

sophomores,

However, the main qualification,
James said, is thateach‘¢has tobea la-
dy.”” He added that the hope of becoming
a debutante encouraged Mobile’s Negro
girls to act like ladies as they grewup,

Wealth and family background play no
part in the selection, according to Dr,
Gaines Thompson, a member of the Ne-
gro Strikers,

Mrs, Daponte said most of the white
debutantes were ¢‘‘born debutantes,”
and that their selectiondepended main-
ly upon their family’s wealth and posi-
tion in the community,

The white debutantes have many more
balls and parties than the Negroes, and
their affairs are carefully covered in
the Press Register, %

James sald, ‘‘Last time we tried to
get some publicity, the Press Register
was nice enough togive us apicture way
back toward the want-ad section, and it
was so dark, you couldn’t tell who was
who,””

George Cox, executive editor of the
Press Register, said the paper often
ran stories about Negro social events,
but carried them in the news sections
instead of the society section,

] don’t think we have togive any rea-
son,” he said, But he added, *My door’s
always open, Any nigger group can come
in and talk.’’

News from Washington

Literacy Program Has
U.S., Private Backing

BY LAURA GODOFSKY

WASHINGTON -- Alabama residents
who can’t read or write may get
help next year from a vast new program
now being set upby the U.S, government,
private industry, labor unions andother
groups,

The federal government’s anti-pov-
erty agency, theOffice of Economic Op-
portunity, is expected to announce
a grant of $800,000 to get the program
started, A larger amountof money will
be contributed by private groups,

Next March 1, James Farmer will
leave his job as the national director of
CORE, to head the private organization
that will run the program, The newor-
ganization will establish literacy and
education centers and projects allover
the United States,

These centers and projects would be
runin cooperation with local anti-pover-
ty groups, The goal of the new program
is to give people the education they need
before they enter job-training pro-
grams,

Many people cannot how be trained for
jobs, because they can’t read textbooks
or instructions,

The federal government may take new

College

Program provides scholarships of up to
$1,500 (and possibly $500 more) for stu-
dents of all races, especially those who
have been active in the civil rights
movement,

Seniors who have beenadmittedto a

. college can upply for scholarships by

writing to the CORE Scholarship, Edu-
cation and Defense Fund, Inc,, 150 Nas-
sau St,, Room 1312, New York, N.Y,
10038,

Application forms must be filed by
May 1 for students who want to start
college next fall,

The state of Alabama may Day part
of the cost for a Negro student who
wants to attend one of the fine out-of-
state graduate schools,

This bargain is open to Negro stu-
dents who want to take graduate, pro-
fessional or technical courses offered
at the Undversity of Alabama or Auburn
but not at Alabama State, Alabama A&M
or Tuskegee Institute,

The state will pay railroad fare tothe
out-of-state school, and the difference
between what the courses cost there and
what they would have cost at the Univer-
sity of Alabama or Auburn,

steps to enforce the 1964 Civil Rights
Act, judging from some of the recent
changes that have been made in 'Wash-
ington,

U,S. Attorney General Nicholas Katz-
enbach told all federal agencies tocon-
duct regular inspections to be sure that
programs gettingfederal money are de-
segregated, Aprogram to train inspec-
tors will start in February,

Katzenbach also said government
agencies should not give federal money
to applicants who won't promise not to
discriminate, or who have not lived up
to their promises,

Until Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights
Act, noprogram may receive federal
aid 1f it discriminates,

Another important change in Wash-
ington is the transfer of the Community
Relations Service from the Department
of Commerce to the Justice Depart-
ment, and the appointment of Roger Wil-
kins, a Negro, as its new director, He
is the nephew of NAACP leader Roy
Wilkins,

Wilkins replaces Calvin Kytle,acting
director, who was reportedly forced out

- of his job, Kytle did not want the Com-

munity Relations Service moved to the
Justice Department, and was said to
have made many people angry by his
firm stand,

The Community Relations Service
was set up under the 1964 Civil Rights
Act to help solve problems in racial-
ly troubled communities,

Brooks Hays, former U.S, congress-
man from Arkansas, has taken over as
assistant to the director of the CRS.

Another Washington change is the ap-
pointment of Harold Howe as thenew U,
S, Commissioner of Education, In a
press conference after his appointment,
Howe said that he would work to bring
about school integration throughout the
South,

To the TV viewer, New Year’s Day
means the famous Tournament of Roses
Parade and other big parades,followed
by bowl games and more bowl games,
Featured attractions of the day:

SATURDAY, NEW YEAR’S DAY

ORANGE BOWL PARADE--Gala fes-
tivities in Miami, Florida9a,m, Chan-
nel 10 inMokile,Channel 12 in Montgom-
ery, Channel 13 in Birmingham and
Channel 15 in Florence,

COTTON BOWL PARADE--Galafes-
tivitles in Dallas, Texas, 9:30 a.m,
Channel 12 in Jackson, Miss,, Channel 19
in Huntsville and Channel 20 in Mont-
gomery,

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES PARADE
--Gala festivities in Pasadena, Calif,,
10:30 a,m, Channel 10 in'Mobile, Chan-
nel 12 in Montgomery, Channel 12 in
Jackson, Miss,, Channel 13 in Birming-
ham, Channel 15 inFlorence, Channel 19
in Huntsville and Channel 20 in Mont-
gomery, ‘

SUGAR BOWL GAME -- Missouri (7-
2-1) meets Florida (7-3) in a contest of
also-rans, At least the blots on Mis-
souri’s record were put there by good
teams--Kentucky, Nebraskaand UCLA,
But Florida ran up a mediocre record
against weak opposition, Missouri
should be favored when the teams meet
New Orleans, 12:45 p,m. Channe] 10 in
Mobile, Channel 12 in Montgomery,
Channel 13 in Birmingham and Channel
15 In Florence.

COTTON BOWL GAME--Arkansas
(10-0-0) defends its 22-game winning
streak against Louisiana State (7-3),
Arkansas has one of the country’s most
powerful offenses and a solid defense,
LSU, however, isanother also-ran, The
Tigers made it into the Cotton Bowl by
swamping hapless Tulane, 62 to 0, They
may find out how it feels inthe game in
Dallas, 12:45 p,m, Chaanel 6 inBirm-
ingham, Channel 12 tn Jackson, Miss,,
Channel 19 in Huntsville and Channel 20
in Montgomery. .

ROSE BOWL GAME--Michigan State
(10-0-0) hasalready beaten UCLX (7-2-
1) once this year, 13 to 3. The mighty

Spartans will probably increase the
margin in Pasadena’s ¢‘grand-daddy’’
of all bowl games, 3:45 p.m, Channel
10 in Mobile, Channel 12 in Montgom-
ery, Channel 13 in Birmingham and
Channel 15 in Florence,

ORANGE BOWL GAME--NBC’s third
bowl game of the day will be the best and
most evenly-matched, Two of the na-
tion’s top-ranked teams--Alabama (8-
1-1) and Nebraska (10-0-0)--goatitun-
der the lights, It will be the Crimson
Tide’s speed against the Cornhuskers’
power in the Miami game, 7 p,m, Chan-
nel 10 in Mobile, Channel 12 in Montgom-
ery, Channel 13 in Birmingham and
Channel 15 in Florence,

SUNDAY, JAN, 2

NFL CHAMPIONSHIP -- The Cleve-
land Browns, kings of the EasternCon-
ference, meet the Green Bay Packers,
Western Conference champs, for all the
money, The Packers will have the ad-
vantage of playing at home, 12:45 p,m,
Channel 4 in Dothan, Channel 12 in Jack-
son, Miss,, Channel 13 in Birmingham,
Channel 19 in Huntsville and Channel 20
in Montgomery,

WEDNESDAY, JAN, 5

YOUNG PEOPLE’S CONCERT --
Leonard Bernstein presents a salute to
the great So!letcomposerDmltrI Shos-
takovich, on the Russian’s 60 th birth-
day, 6:30 p,m, Channel 12 in Jackson,
Miss,, Channel 19 in Huntsville and
Channel 20 in Montgomery,

FRIDAY,. JAN, 7

HOLLYWOOD DEBSTAR BALL--In-
troduclng 12 of the most promising

’youn¢ actresses in films and TV, Steve

Allen and Jayne Meadows host the event
at the Hollywood Palladium, 9 p,m,
Channel 3 in Pensacola, Fla,, Channel
6 in Birmingham, Channel 8 in Selma
and Channel 32 {n Moatgomery,



New Year at a Dying Dump

PHOTOGRAPHY AND TEXT BY DAVID R. UNDERHILL

MOBILE -- When tne restaurant
opens at the top of the new 33-story
First National Bank building in Mo~
bile, diners will be able to see the
city dump from their tables. If
they’ve come to the restaurant at

night, from the opera or the symphony, and have a
pair of those littlebinoculars that many taketo per-
formances, they may be able to see people outlined
against the flames of burning trash,

These people make their living picking paper and
metal out of the garbage and selling it to junk deal-
ers, One hundred pounds of paper brings ' 50¢,
Brass, copper, and aluminum bring much moreper
pound and are also much harder to find,

About 60 people--mostly middle-aged or elderly
men and women--live at the dump in shacks built of
trash, Perhaps 200 others, including children,come
to the dump regularly to earn what they can,

Most people say they average $3 or $4 a day and
can make $10 on a rare lucky day,

¢] don’t like it, But I’m too old and busted up to

do anything else,’”” explained one man who lives at
the dump, Nearly all the older people gave similar
reasons for being there., They aren’t very happy,
but they aren’t angry either,

The younger ones come because they can’t make

better money at anything else, A 2l-year-old man,
who left school in the seventh grade, recently quit
a job in a restaurant towork atthe dump, He made
$30 for 72 hours of dishwashing a week,

He, and most of the other young people and kids,
didn’t want their pictures taken, because they don’t
want anyone to know where they make their money,

But everyone at the dump is worried about the
dump’s closing, The city will soonopena new gar-
bage plant, The dump won’t close completely.
Things like broken furniture, old refrigeratorsand
tin cans will still be dumped there,anda few people
may be able to make a living off them,

But food will be a problem, The people who live
at the dump can’tafford store prices,andso they eat
what others have thrownaway, All this will be going
to the new garbage plant,

These people will have to make the bestof what-
ever comes, They’ve all had lots of practice at
that--1ike the lady sitting between two mountains of
broken toys and crumpled Christmas wrappings,as
flames climbed toward the top of one and smoke
whirled around her. “The dump’s real pretty right
after Christmas, ain’t it,”’ she said quietly,
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PAGE FOUR

Birmingham: Closed Door or Key to Future?

il
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‘'housands ol men ol both races are employed In the City’s steel plants,
BY STEPHEN E, COTTON
BIRMINGHA M--At a hastily-called meeting in the

basement of an aging, red-brick church, a group of
Negro leaders here recently made a New Year’s re-

solution,

They vowed that Jefferson County Negroes would

register and vote in 1966.

They resolved to organize

the most massive voter registration campaign in the

county’s history.

But it will take a lot
these vows into voters,

It

more than words to turn

will take hundreds of volunteer canvassers,

phone calls, and speeches--and a miracle or two--to
register the 80,000 unregistered Negroes in Jefferson
County. Right now, less than one-third of the eligible
Negroes are on the voting rolls.

One out of every four Alabama Ne-
groes of voting age lives here in the
state’s largest countv, Unless these
voters are brougnt ourt in aroves, Ne-
_groes won’t have much of a sayinstate
politics, White politicians will still be
able to ignore the Negro and preach
segregation,

That is why civil rights leaders are
taking such an interest in voter reg-
istration in Birmingham,

Last month the Rev, Martin Luther
King and Hosea Williams of SCLC came
to town to rally supportforavoter reg-
{stration drive,

At a meeting of Negro students, Wil-
lianis said, “Birmingham holds the key
to the strugglefor humandignity in Ala-
bama,’” He pointed out that there are
more potential Negro voters in Jef-
ferson County than in most of the Black
Belt counties put together,

¢‘We were whipped crossing thatEd-
mund Pettus Bridge, butwe gotthe Vot-
ing Rights Act,’”” Williams declared, “If
we fail in Birmingham, that whipping
was in vain,”

But Willlams realized that Jocal lead-
ers weren’tatall preparedtoorganize a
huge registrationdrive, Sohe askedDr,
King tosendout telegrams tolocallead-
urs, calling a meeting toplanthedrive,

Enough of Birmingham’s Negrolead-
ers gathered at themeetingin thebase-
ment of St, Paul’s Methodist Church tc
glve a pretty good idea of what shape the
Birmingham civil rights movement is
in,

At one point a noted church leader
stalked out of the meeting saying that
members of his organization had been
insulted. Actually, no one had really
been 1nsulted, Infact, Willlams had just
finished showing that the vote drive
could not succeed without the support of
Negro ministers,

A couple of other menrushed out ear-
ly saying that they’dbe happy to help but
they justcouldn’tstay, and, yes, they’d
be in touch,

Most of the people who were left
behind didn’t have the slightest idea how

to plan mass community action, One
man suggested that the whole campaign
had already been planned and they
should all go home,

Willlams may have a hard time per-
suading Negro leaders to work hard on
the votedrive, Anditmaybe impossible
for him to get them to work together,

You could fill a small conventionhall
with all of the ¢“Negro leaders’” of
Birmingham. There are political lead-
ers, social leaders, economic leaders,
religious leaders, and civil rights lead-

Negro leader in Birmingham since the
Rev, Fred Shuttlesworth left tobecome
pastor of a church in Cincinnati,

In 1963, Shuttlesworth, president of
the Alabama Christian Movement,
changed the course of the city’s histo-
ry. As one old preacher put it, ¢Bir-
mingham ain’t the same oldham it used
to be.”

Shuttlesworth is still the Christian
Movement’s president, and the people
still call him ¢‘our leader,’” although he
comes back to talk to them only once or
twice a month, The Alabama Christian
Movement still holds mass meetings
every Monday night, and 300 people s#ill
attend,, They still post guards outside
the doors, justas they did in the old
days,

But now it is mostly old people who
attend the meetings, Young people have
grown tired of listening to Monday night
prayer sermons week after week, They
no longer come to hear speakersremi-
nisce about what happened in 1963,

The truth is that it is hard to give
rousing speeches about what has hap-
pened in the past two and a half years,
The city has settledbackintoa comfort-
able pattern of segregation,dotted here
and there with a little integration,

The Alabama Christan Movement has

The Alabama Christian Movement still meets Mondays.

ers--all leading in differentdirectons,
The only thing most of them have i1n
common |s.that they don’t have many
followers,

Many of them ralk about the others he-
hind their backs:
¢He’s timid,” ... ¢‘He wants to be the
darling of the power structure,”,,.‘He
is a white man’s nigger.”’, .. ¢ Hewants
to geta cut of the poverty program,’”
, « « ““He can speakfor middle-class Ne-
groes--and that’s all,”’
And a lot of what they say is true,
There hasn’t been a strong popular

Three weeks ago a new voter registration drive started in

just moved into a new downtown office,
The NAACP has just about finished re-
modeling its Ensley office, with carpets
on the floor, Jpictures on the wall, and
a potted plant in the corner,

Most of the city’swealthiestNegroes
are now members of the Chamber of
Commerce, A, G.Gaston, the million-
aire insurance executive, can callanv-
one ir City Hall at any time to talk
over a problem that comes up,

But few Negroes in Birmingham are
so privileged, They can’t leave work
long enough to register to vote, let alone

chat with elected officials. Taking time
off from work means earning less mon-
ey, and the jobs they have pay poorly
enough,

Discriminatory employment practi-
ces are at the heart of Birmingham’s
racial problems, Thousands of men of
both races are employed in the city’s
steel plants, butNegroesalmostalways
earn less than whites who work in the
same plant,

Jobs in all plants used to be classi-
fied by race--only certain jobs were
open to Negroes, and they were always
the low-paying jobs,

Ten years ago, the federal govern-
ment began to bring pressure on the
companies to open all jobs to Negroes,
Over the years, most companies have
agreed to do so, although some still
have not, (Obe major company ended
discrimination just three weeks ago.)

The companies told Negroes they
could advance up the ¢‘/line of pro-
motion’” without discrimination--the
man who was entitled toa higher paying
job was supposed to get it, no matter
what color he was,

But inmany plants, it never seemed to
work out that way, Negroes were told
that they weren’t qualified for a promo-
tion, or that they would have to take a
written test, Somehow the white men
still seemed to getbetter jobs, AndNe-
groes, even those whohad worked at the
plant for years, were still stuck in the
lowest-paying jobs,

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits
such discrimination, Grover SmithJr,,
chairman of the NAACP’sLaborandIn-
dustry Committee, has been working
overtime to bring violations to the at-
tention of the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission in Washington,

But the going has been slow, Many
workers refuse to file complaints when
they’ve opeen discriminated aygainst,
They are afraia ot 10sing their jobs,u.
they don?’t think it will do any good.

And the Equal Employment Commis-
sion really can’t do very much, It can
threaten to have government contracts
withdrawn, and it can try to persuade
employers to end discrimination, But
if an employer doesn’thave any govern-
ment contracts, persuasion doesn’t al-
ways work,

The complaints may be usedforatar-
reaching legal suit that could dramati-
cally change mring practices in Bir-
mingham, but that is a while in the fu-
ture,

In the meantime, the NAACP has ma-
naged tohalt one example of discri-
mination in the piants, A largeunion lo-
cal was planning to hold two separate
Christmas parties--one for Negroes
and one for whites--untill the NAACP
found out, The NAACP sent telegrams

to everybody from the president of the
local uniontothe President of the United
States, The parties were cancelled,

The NAACP has also been concerned
with jobs outside the steel mills, Ear-
ly in December it fired offletters to the
managers of 21 major stores in the
city, demanding that Negroes be given
more and better jobs,

When an N2AACP official checked up,
he found, to his amazement, thatallbut
three stores had complied within a
week,

In areas other than job discrimi-
nation, Birmingham has made halt-
ing racial progress,

In 1965 five Negroes were appointed
by the City Council to various city
Joards and agencies, although few Ne-
groes seemed to think much of the peo-
ple chosen,

Recently the public library quietly
unlocked the doors to 1its washrooms,
which had been closed ever since Ne-
groes made their first integration at-
tempts,

But most of the city’s swimming
pools, which closed, rather than inte-
grate, have never reopened, At least
one fieldhouse in a public park is pad-
locked, though park officials say they
locked it because it’s too rundown to
be safe,

There are no Negro firemen in the
city, And Birmingham is the one ma-
jor city in the South without a single
Negro policeman,
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isn’t an action organization any more,
and soon there were oaly two or three
pickets walking the ¢‘line,”” Visitors
to City Hall simply ignored them,

There are hints now that the city is
really anxious to hire Negropoljcemen,
but few young men now are applying to
take the exam, They don’t want torisk
the embarrassment of failing the test, as
so many other Negroes have,

Meanwhile, Negroes themselves
seem to be erecting new racial walls,
This spring, construction will start on
a new $798,000 YMCA to replace the
ramshackle 18th Street Branch, Be-
cause of its location--on Fourth Ave.
North between 14th and 15th Streets-
it iscertainto he another all-Negro
Y--just like the old 18th Street Branch,
Most of the money for the new build-
fngs will come from local Negro busi-
i\essmen,

A, G. Gaston is asking that promi-
1ent citizens support a new Bays’ Club
for Negro youngsters rather than try
to integrate the existing Boys’ Club,

‘“‘Somebody’s got to be practical
enough to see that you can’tusea Bovs’
Club to fight segregation,’” he explains,
“We can’t use the boys for that,”

And where Negroes aren’t actually
erecting new racial walls they aren’t
working very hard to tear the old ones
down,

There have beenseveral voter regis-
tration drivesinrecent years, including
one that beganwhen the Voting Rights

John Nixon, state NAACP chairmanand member of
the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, sits in the
newly remodeled NAACP office. ‘‘Mostleadershere
are out of touch with the masses of Negro people,’’
he says., ‘‘We’ve got to strike atthe gut issues--un-

employment and poverty.’

For years the police force has been
the symbol of segregation in Birming-
ham, Until seven years ago, Negroes
weren’t evenallowed to take the ex-
amination necessary to becomepolice-
men, In 1958 a suit was filed demand-
ing" that the tests be given to Negroes
as well as whites,

Since the ruling that Negroes must
be admitted to theexams, the testshave
been made much harder, Only a hand-
ful of Negroes have been able to pass,
ana all of those who did score well either
1ave been disqualified or havenottaken
the job,

Again and again groups of Negroes
have declarev that the exams are much
toohard. 7They have also charged that
the exams have been administered un-
fairly,

In August, the Alabama Christian
Movement decided to picket City Hall
until Negroes were hired as police-
men, But the Christian Movement just

Birmingnam,

Act wentinto effect last August, but none
has gotten very far off the ground,

A number of people have labored hard
over the years to organize the drives,
But never have all of the county’s Ne-
gro leaders come together to workona
single, massive campaign, Asaresult,
far less than a third of the county’s
eligible Negroes are now voters,

And so a greatdeal rides onthe cur-
rent voter registration drive, Ifitsuc-
ceeds, then, as Hosea Willlams said,
Birmingham might hold the key to hu-
man dignity in Alabama,

For if Birmingham leaders canbring
out thousands of unregistered Negroes,
then the drive will certainly inspire fur-
ther progress both within the city and
across the Black Belt,

But if the Birmingham drive fails--
and Willlams has said again and again
how worried he is about it- -the door to
human dignity in Alabama may stay
locked for many years to come,




MOBILE--Twenty-six SOUTHERN COURIER newsboys took an inspection tour
of the battleshipU, S, S, Alabama in Mobile Bay two days before Christmas, Find-
ing everything in order, they left the shipanchored in the bay and went off to eat
hot dogs, potato chips and marshmallows,

Prattville Group Wants
Concessions by Jan. 30

PRATTVILLE--The Autauga County
Voters Association last week askedthe
city of Prattville to declare its opposi-
tion to racial discriminationand extend
city services to Negro neighborhoods,

Nine members of theassociation met
privately with the mayor andcity coun-
cilmen before the regular Dec, 21 coun-
cil meeting,

Mrs, Sallie Hadnott, one of the nine,
said later that they had told the council
the Voters Association would ¢‘take
whatever steps necessary” if its re-
quests were not met by Jan, 30,

She said Voters Association presi-
dent Willie Wood had told city officials
he ¢hoped Prattville wouldn’t have to
learn by experience what other cities
have learned, in order to comply with
these requests,’”’

The Jan, 30 deadline, Mrs, Hadnott
said, was ¢¢just a division todetermine
whether they’re going to doitor wheth-
er we’re going to have to force them,””

The association has asked for speed
control signs, traffic signs, better
street lights, ‘¢‘immediate attention’ to
public utilities, and a study of the pos-
sibility of paving streets in Negro
neighborhoods,

The group also asked that policemen
¢‘be exact in making charges and re-
porting facts in cases that have ractal
overtones,?’ that a Negro policeman be
hired, and that a commissionbe formed
to study how Prattville might partici-

pate in federal programs suchasurban
renewal,

Mrs, Hadnott said that except for the
new requests concerning the police

THINK
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BY ARLAM CARR JR,

Ray: What do you mean, your brother
is always telling people where to get off?

Jay: He runs an elevator ina depart-
ment store,

An Army recruit_failed to salute a
captain, The captain followed the re-
cruit anddemanded, “Didn’t you recog-
nize the uniform?”?

“Yes, sir,” replied the recruit, feel-
ing the lapel of the captain’s coat,
¢¢pretty nice uniform, Lookatthis thing
they issued me,”’

Harry: I hear that sculptors run in his
family,

Larry: Yeah--they’re all a bunch of
chiselers}

A young doctor received a phone call
from a doctor friend who wanted him to
come over and play poker,

¢¢Must you go out?’”’ his wife asked,

““Yes, it’s an urgent call,” the young
doctor replied, ¢“There are three doc-
tors there already,’”

Joe: A good day’s work never killed
anyone,
Moe: Neither did a good day’s rest!

Bob; Why are you carryingthat cane?
Rob: Because it can’t walk by itselft

RED BELL CAFE AND POOLROOM

Enlsriainmant a8 you ke it
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e —

Space Covers

Next 7 cacheted covers commem-
orating oaly the majar U, 8, spece
achievements for $3.00 advance de-
posit, SPACE CRAFT COVERS,
P.O. Box 3396, Hustiagtmm, W, Va,
2072¢, U S.A,

force, the list of requests was almost
identical with one presented to the city
council last July, as a summary of
grievances heardby Voters Association
members duringa summer voter regis-
tration campaign,

Since then, she said, the city had in-
stalled several stop sigmns, put two
street lights on TenthStreetand spread
¢a little tar and slag on Chestnut
Street,”

¢We felt that was just to hush our
mouths,” she said, ‘and we have kept
quiet since July,”

Collins Released,
Back in Pa.

MOBILE -~ Tyrone Collins,al9-year
-old Negro formerly from here,is back
with his family in Norristown, Pa,, after
a quick round trip to Mobile tha attract-
ed nation-wide attention,

On Dec, 19, twoMobile bailbondsmen
arrived athus mother’s home in Norris-
town, handcuffed Collins, and brought
him to jail 1n Mobile, He had fajled to
appear in a Mobile court for his sched-
uled trial on a charge of assault with a
knife,

The charge arose out of a knife fight
Collins allegedly got into some months
ago here, After hisarrestfor thatfight,
the bondsmen put up $500 to get him out
of jail until the trial date,

Collins had been back in the Mobile
jail for a few days before Pennsylvania
congressman Richard Schweiker found
out about his return and objected pub-
licly to the way ithadbeendone, Penn-
sylvania’s governor, William Scranton,
then wired Gov, George Wallace andde-
manded that Collins be released,

Normally, Alabama would have to go
through Pennsylvania courts togeta de-
fendant like Collins back--unless he re-
turned of his own free will,

About the same time, Scranton’s of -
fice contacted Vernon Crawford, a Ne-
gro attorney in Mobile, and asked him
to investigate the case,

The Mobile branch of the NAACPal-
so askedCrawford toenter the case, and
he got Collins released from jail again,
this time on an $8,700 bond,

Alabama Attorney General Richmond
Flowers says thebondsmenacted legal-
ly if they did not use excessive force,
But Pennsylvania authcrities say the
bondsmen may have used force and
trickery,

And the boy allegedly injuredby Col-
lins in the knife fight has now joined the
controversy, Cleveland Thornton,19, of
Mobile, says he doesn’t like the way all
the publicity has turned Collins into a
llhero."

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE--In i -ua County, ten
young men, all high-school drop-outs,
are sweeping streetsanderecting signs
for the Tuskegee city government, But
they aren’t costing Tuskegee citizensa
penny in wages.

The federal government i{s paying
them,

In Macon, Lee, Elmore and Bullock
counties, seasonal jobs are over for
many agricultural workers, Theyhave
begun another kind of job--attendirg
basic education classes,

The federal government is paying
them,

In Lowndes County, students and
teachers from Tuskegee Institute are
teaching evening and weekend classes,
They are giving poor children and adults
a second chance at a good education,

The federal governmenthas agreed to
pay them, too,

All three projects are part of the fed-
eral government’s War on Poverty,
Each of them isdesigned to help poor
people get better jobsby gettingabetter
education,

The ten young men sweeping Tuske-
gee streets are members of the Macon
County Neighborhood YouthCorps, The
youth corps, sponsored locally by the
county Board of Education, is providing
jobs for 100 high-school drop-outs from
poor families,

These 16- to 21-year-old youths earn
$1.25 an hour for 30 hours of work a
week, for 26 weeks, Besides the city,
they work for Tuskegee Institute, the
Veterans Administration Hospital and
public elementary schools, Their jobs
range from carpenter’s assistant tore-
ceptionist,

Tutoring and remedial education, to
prepare them for better jobs, forman-

War on Poverty Comes
To Macon County Area

other part of the program,

Three hundred more students, still in
high school, have been enrolled in an-
other Macon County Neighborhood
Youth Corpsproject since mid-Septem-
ber, They are paidfor part-time work,
This enables them to stay inschool, in-
stead of dropping out to earn money,

The federal government recently
granted $1,400,000 to educate the sea-
sonal agricultural workers in Macon,
Lee, Elmore and Bullock counties,

This education project is directedby
George T, Dowdy, a Tuskegee Institute
specialist in agricultural economics, It
will pay the farm workers $25 a week
for spending 25 hours a week in special
classes,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)
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Quick ‘Trial’ Clears Air

BY EDWARD M, RUDD

SUMTER COUNTY--In this heavily
wooded western Alabama county, the
road to peaceful race relations 1s under
construction, and the signposts read
¢‘proceed with cautious optimism,”’

Things had been pretty much at a
standstill up until the beginning of De-
cember, SNCC had come and goane,
SCLC was going, The Sumter County
Movement and the local chapter of the
NAACP were n«t on speaking terms with
the mayor or the county’s bi-racial
committee,

Then one of the leaders of the Sumter
County Movement ran a traffic light in
York and changed the whole situation,

Leaders of the Sumter County Move-
ment claimed that the ticket for this vio-
lation and another for speeding, were
police harassment, They called in Jul-
fan Hall from the NAACP, and went to
see York Mayor Warren Grant,

The mayor decided to try the caseson
the spot, He would be the judge and the
members of the Sumter Movement
would be the jury,

The ¢¢jury?’? found the ¢/defendant’’ in-
nocent on the speeding charge, but guilty
of running the light,

After the ¢¢trial,”’ thegroup turned to
other problems like the anti-poverty
program, and found thattheair hadbeen
cleared.

“We discussed the poverty program
--everything above board,”” said Mayor
Grant, ‘““When you clear the air, you
can discuss anything,’?

Since then, the mayor has been meet-
ing with theleadershipfrom the NAACP
and the Movement to discussthree ma-
jor problems--a Negro boycott, thean-
ti-poverty program, and the Sumter
County Human Relations Committee,

The boycott had been called to im~
prove job opportunities for Negroes in
downtown stores in York, The Rev,
Felix Nixon, president of the local
NAACP chapter, gave the mayor the
names of 14 Negroes who wanted temp-
orary jobs during ‘the Christmas rush,

The mayor took the names to the mer-
chants, but came back empty handed,
Mr, Nixon said he had no choice but to
coatinue the boycott,

Mr, Nixon said he wasn’t punishing
the mayor with the boycott,

“In my best judgment, he’s done
a nice job and plenty else to keep down
violence,” said Mr, Nixon, ‘‘But he
can’t do it by himself,”

Another thing the mayor can’t do by
himself is get an anti-poverty program
in Sumter County, Onthis, he needs the
help of Mr, Nixon and his group,

When the mayor applied for anti-
poverty money last July, he was turned
down by the government ¢‘due to the
structure of the board,”” Mr, Nixon had
complained that the mayor had ‘*hand-
picked’”” the two Negroes on the board
of directors for the anti-poverty pro-
gram,

Now the mayor had asked Mr, Nixon
to provide the Negro representation on
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the board, But Mr, Nixon won’t cooper-
ate untill the ma or -how: him the
charter,

‘““We never heard the charter 1ead,
and we won’t sign our name to any thing
we don’t know the set up of,” said Mr,
Nixon, ¢We want to talk together and
know who is who,””

Mr, Nixon i: also holding back on
sending representatives to the Sumter
County Human Relations Committee,
a bi-racial group -tudying education,
job opportunities and law enforcement,

Rut Mr, Nixon feels that the Negroes
now on the committee don’t speak for

the Negroes of Sumter County,

‘““When we ask them what they talk
about at the meetings, they won’t even
tell us,”’ said Mr. Nixon, ‘‘InOctober,
we asked them to come explain andbe-
come a part of us, One showed up out
of 14--and that was Negroes,’*

In all three problems, both sides
still view the situation with a mixture
of frustration and hope,

“They are going all the time in the
opposite directions,” said Mr, Nixon
in an unhappy moment,

“But if we can talk,”” said Dr, Hor-
ton, “that’s our best solution, I think
we all have a cautious optimism,’*

Wilkins Going to Prison

BIRMINGHAM -- Lawyers for Collie
Leroy Wilkins Jr, are appealing his ten-
year jail sentence for conspirac . But
even {f that conviction {s thrown out,
Wilkins will serve a year in prison,

Wilkins, 22, will go to federal prison
Jan, 4, to beginserving a one-year sen-
tence for illegal possession of a sawed-
off shotgun,

He had been on probation since he
pleaded gulty to the shotgun charge
in November, 1964, But last week Fed-
eral Judge Clarence W, Allgood ruled
that Wilkins had violated the terms of
his probation,

One violation was Wilkins’ conviction
last month in Montgomery for conspir-
ing to violate the civil rights of people
in the Selma-to-Montgomery march,
Others involved leaving the Birming-
ham area without permission,

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS JR,

Wilkins said in court on Dec, 20:

tJf 1 made a mistake,1t wasanhonest
m 'stake, and nothing intentional was
nieant,’*
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Negroes in US. History -- Chapter 9

BY BOBBI AND FRANK CIECIORKA
MOST PEOPLE TODAY don’t know that Negroes
played an important part intamingthe American West,
But they did. Asearlyas1539,a Negro explorer named

Estevanico discovered the

Pueblos of New Mexico. In

the middle of the1700’s, Negro families were among the

founders of Los Angeles.
Negroes were brought to

Before the Civil War, many
Texas as slaves, After the

war, many more went west to find a new life.

The big business of the West was raising cattle, The big problem of the West
was to get the cattle to the people in the East who would buy them, That meant
verv hard work driving the big herdsonthe trails from Texas to the railroads in
the North, The trip took two or three months, Over 5,000 Negro cowboys helped

to do that work,

Besides being cowboys, many Negroes were cooks for the trail crews, The
cook was often a cowboy who was too old for the hard work of riding with the
herds, He was in charge of settingup camp and feeding the cowboys, He also kept

up their spirits by listening to their
troubles and entertaining them, Some-
times he played a banjo or a fiddle,

Negro cowboys met with some discri-
mination, But there was less than in
other parts of the country, Inthe East,
poor white workers were afraid that Ne-
groes would get their jobs sothey hated
Negroes, Inthe West, there were more
jobs than workers, If men could work
hard, that was more important than
their race, Even so, very fewNegroes
ever got the top jobs,

There was more justice for Negroes
in the West than in the South, If a white
man murdered a Negro, he might hang
for it if he were caught, Anda Negro’s
testimony in court could puta white n.an
at the end of a rope, Butmany of .ne

whites who went west were unrec. ..-
structed confederates, So iheie were
examples of people being mu:  ‘edfor
no reason other than the colur oi their
skin, just like in the South,

Thousands of Negroes also . ¢rvedin
the cavalry, Therewere tworugiments

WAR ON POVERTY
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE)

Seven thousand children andadults in
seven counties will receive extra edu-
cation through the Community Educa-
tion Prog'ram developed by P, B, Phil-
lips, Tuskegee Institute’s dean of stu-
dents,

The CEP, modeled on last summer’s
Summer Education Projectandfinanced
by a federal grant of more than $2,000,-
000, willeventually operate in Lowndes,
Macon and five other counties,

400 NORTH SECOND AVE.
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

of Negro cavalry, the Sth and the 10th,
They saw duty all over the West, from
the border of Mexico clear up to Canada,
The Indians called them ¢‘Buffalo Sol-
diers?” because their tight cu_rly hair
looked like buffalo hair, They foughtin
many battles with the Indians, Negro
cavalry captured Geronimo,

Sometimes Negro soldiers even
fought against Negro Indians, One Ne-
gro who was on both sides was James
Beckwith, He was atrapper, frontiers-
man, army scout and Indlanfighter, He
was also a member of several Indian
tribes, When he died he was a chief of
the Crows,

BESIDES WORKING AS cowboysor
being in the cavalry, Negroes were also

X-CEL

farmers, trappers, prospectors and
miners, A few owned saloons, hotels,
danfe halls and gambling houses, And
some were outlaws,

One outlaw was Ben Hodges of Dodge
City, Hewasaswindler,forger and cat-
tle thief, Nobody trusted him but most
people likedhim, They thought his plans
were funny, It washardto find a jury
that would convict him of anything, He
lived a long life, When he died, he was
buried near the founding fathers of
Dodge City so that ¢‘they could keep an
eye on him,”"

Another Negro outlaw who wasnot so
well liked was Cherokee Bill, Hewasa
robber and a killer, By the time he was
20 years old, he had killed somany peo-
ple that the judge who sentenced him to
hang said he was a monster, They asked
him if he had any last words as he stood
on the gallows, He said, ¢No, I came
here todie--not to make a speech,”’

There were many Negro outlaws and
there were many Negroes who rode with
the posses that tried tocatchthem, Ne-
groes rode withBillytheKid and Negro
cavalry rode after them, Negroes hada
part in just about everything that hap-
pened in theWest, Many were famous
for bronco busting and for bul}dogéing.

Rodeo workers today say that Bill
Pickett, a Negro, invented bulldogging.
Pickett worked on the same ranch with
Tom Mix and Will Rogers, Intheearly
1900’s, they went around the country
putting on shows, Pickett’sbulldogging
act was always one of the highlights of
the show,

Reprinted by permission from ¢ Ne-
groes in American History--A Free-
dom Primer,” available in book form
from The Student Voice, Inc,, 360 Nel-
son St, S,W,, Atlanta, Ga,

Copyright 1965, The. Student Voice,
Inc, Text by Bobbi and Frank Ciecior-
ka, Drawings by Frank Cieciorka,

Gray Tops Blue in Rough Game;
Tales Of the Wild West Negro Stars Integrate Classic

MONTGOMERY -- For 26 years,
some of the best college football play-
ers in the country have re-enacted the
Civil War here on Christmas Day, in
the Blue-Gray game,

This year the game looked more like
the Civil War than usual, as the all-
star teams from the North andthe South
ended an exciting game with a wild-
swinging brawl,

The Gray won the game, 23 to 19, on
a touchdown pass in the final 25 seconds,

Almost unnoticed in the excitement
was the fact that for the first time, Ne-
gro football stars were playing in the
Blue-Gray game,

Both the North and South teams were
integrated. The Southernsquadinclud-
ed Florida A&M stars Eugene Thomas
at halfback and Johnny Holmes at tackle,
End Jim Long of Purdue andtackle Bill
Briggs of Iowa were the Negroeson the
North roster,

Briggs was in the thick of the free-
for-all that broke out after the South
scored the winning touchdown, But the
fight .was enthusiastically joined by
many other players, without regard for
race, color or national origin,

As the game ended, South defensive
back Anthony Golmontof North Carolina
intercepted a desperate Blue pass,
Three North players came off thebench
and tackled him, The officials appa-
rently didn’t notice this violation of the
rules,

There were reports that the Blueand
Gray Association integrated the game
for financial reasons, The association
is operated by the Montgomery Lions
Club, and income from the game sup-
ports Lions charities,

Television networks had refused to
broadcast the game since 1962, use
it was segregated, Accordingto re-
port, the sponsors decided to integrate
the game because they needed the pro-
fitable TV contract,

This was vigorously denied by Allyn

Birmingham March
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King Jr, addressed a mass meeting
here, But that week, only 341 of the
county’s 80,000 unregistered Negroes
went down to the courthouse to register,

The following week, the Northern vol-
unteers began to arrive,

Last Monday the drive began to pick
up, By Tuesday about 50 Negroes were
turned away from the courthouse in
Bessemer, because the registration
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lines were so long, Three hundred
ninety-one Negroes were registered
there Tuesday,

Negroes have complained that if the
county registrars can’t handleall of the
people who turn out to register, then
federal examiners shouldbe sentin,

And to make the point, about 100 civil
rights workers and local students stood
in line with the 50 Negroes who were
still waiting when theregistrar’soffice
in Bessemer closed Tuesday,

McKeen, the former Mississippi State
coach who now runs the Blue-Gray
classic,

¢t Absolutely no pressure was put on
the association to integrate the game,”
said McKeen, ¢‘‘We did it because we
thought the time had come,”?

¢Jt takes a long time to change so-
cial customs,” he explained, ¢Ifwe had
tried it sooner, we would have hadtrou-
ble, But now people inthe South recog-
nize that integration is here,”

Last year, he said, the stands were
integrated for the first time, and there
was no unfavorable reaction,

McKeen said the integrated teams
would boost attendance at the game,
“All of the whites still come,’” he said,
¢‘and now more coloredpeopleare buy-

Ing Yckets,”

Accordingto McKeen, the players’
social life was fully integrated, The
entire Southern squad stayed at the
Whitley Hotel, while the North players
all roomed at the Jefferson Davis Hotel,

“The ballplayers went everywhere
together,’”” McKeen sald. ¢‘One night, for
esample, we had a bigparty withenter-
tainment at the Jeff Davis Hotel, Allof
the ballplayers and coaches were there
with their wives, and everyone had a
good time,” .

McKeen also predicted that Auburn
and the University of Alabama will soon
have integrated football teams,

“I1t’s aforegone conclusion,’’ he said,
““If the teams were integratedthisyear,
there might have been some reaction,
but in three years there won’t be an; at
all»

Hero of the Blue-Gray game was
South quarterback Randy Johnson of
Texas A&l, who completed20 of 33 pas-
ses for 308 yards and two touchdowns,

Johnson threw the game-winning TD
pass to end Harlan Lane of Baylor,
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