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CARL ELLIOTT, CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR, CHATTED WITR EDUCATORS
BEFORE ADDRESSING PRINCIPALS MEETING INMONTGOMERY WEDNESDAY,
FORMER CONGRESSMAN CITED HIS RECORD IN WASHINGTON ON EDUCATION
LEGISLATION, INCLUDING NATIONAL DEFENSE EDUCATION ACT OF 1958,

‘Crusading’

Elliott

Charges Alabama
‘Misled, Misused’

BY ALAN BAUGHMAN

TALLADEGA Carl
Elliott, a tall, shambling
man with iron grey hair
and drawling voice, spoke
vut sharply against the
Wallace Administration
at a rally here this week,

Elliott spoke of ¢‘a great crusade?’ for
Alabama as he enlisted the support,
help, and prayers of the crowd of 3,000
people,

“We are crusading for the new Alaba-
ma,” he said, ¢‘‘And we will strive to
make it rank first in education, firstin
industrial expansion and economic
growth, first indedication to the lawand
to justice, first in the eyes and respect
of this great nation,andfirstintherev-
erent growth of the human spirit,”

“The future itself--that’s what this
race for governor is all about,” the
former congressman thundered,

¢The Alabama we love so well has
been too often misled, mistreated, and
misused by men who have put their own
personal ambitions above the well-
being of the people,’?

t#Because of the lack of responsible
leadership, Alabama has not been per-
mitted to make thekind of dazzling pro-
gress that is well within its capabili-
ties,”

The former congressman cited evi-
dence that Alabama was third from the
bottom in salary, population growth,
bank deposits, and education,

For Talladega County, he specifical-

65 or Older ?
WatchDeadline

Elderly people have until Mar, 31 to
sign up for the health insurance partof
¢‘Medicare,”

Persons 65 years of age or older who
do not sign up by then may have to wait
two years for another chance, They will
also have to make higher payments,

The health insurance, which covers
doctor bills and other medical ex-
penses, is voluntary and costs each per-
son $3 a month, The government pays
$3 also,

Those who want the insuranee must
ask for it at their local social security
affice,

The hospital lnsurance part ofMedi-
care is automatic for folks over 65,
whether or not they are eligible for reg-
ular social security benefits, They do
not have to sign up for that part,

Robert M, Ball, commissioner of So-
cial Security, said that many people
think they must be fully retired before
they may collect social security bene-
fits, But this is nottrue,he said,

Older persons who are on state wel-
fare may also arrange with the state
welfare department to take part in the
Medicare program and to have the $3
paid for them,

Social security officials have said
that, if notified, they will visit the homes
of elderly people to explain Medicare
and register people for it,

Social security officials urged citi-
zegs to notify the local social security
office of anybody more than 65 years of
age who has not signed up for Medicare,

Alabama social security offices are
in Anniston, Birmingham, Decatur,
Dothan, Gadsden, Huntsville, Mobile,
Montgomery, Selma, Sheffield, and
Tuscaloosa,

ly promised a new four-lane state high-
way leading to Moatgomery,

He promised the development of
Cheaha State Park onthe highest moun-
tain in Alabama, a part of the Talladega
Nationsl Forest in north east Alabama,

Elliott pledged better access roads,
more campsites, advertising and pro-
motion, and the building of the oft-
planned Skyline Drive over the top of the
mountain,

Cheaha now sits in lonely isolated
splendor, he said,

The veteran Jasper campaigner, who
served in Congress between 1948 and
1964, asked, *“Who has put up the mon-
ey for all the programs that have
boosted Alabama? Uncle Sam--the
same Uncle Sam that some politicians
are cussing and callingbad namesfrom
every stump in Alabama,’?

¢“The smear artists say that if you
lift my shirt, you’ll find ¢U, S, Govern-
ment-approved’ stamped on my back-
side, Well, 'm proud tobean Ameri-
can.”

“I won’t shout ‘Never’ today, tomor-
row, or ever,” he roared,

stAnger and hate brought out from
under therocks ' the night riders, the
church vomoers, the snipers, and the
cold blooded killers, , . The shrill
voices of hate attracted to our state
hordes of agitators, troublemakers,
publicity seekers, and unshaven, un-
washed beatniks,” Elliott went on,

This was strong language touse in the
heart of the Klan country here, but El-
liott’s crowd responded with a big
cheer,

“]f 1 am elected governor I will re-
open the lines of communication be-
tween the stateand national government
and will talk openly and man to man with
our leaders,”

Elliott said after the rally he would
strive for raclal peace, and to make
certain that the goals he outlined were
goals for all citizens,

Asked if he would fly the Confederate
flag over the State Capitol if he were
governor, Elliott hung his head, pon-
dered for a moment, then indignantly
replied, “Of course not!”

In his 45-minute speech, Elliott made
little reference to past laurels, and
framed his talk around his views of
Alabama’s needs and what he would dc
to meet those needs,

True to the traditions of Alabama
politicians, he was accompanied by a
hilibilly band,

Afterwards, people streamed by the
big man and everybody got a hanu-
shake, They came in bluejeans, uver-
alls and $100 suits, Elliott boosters
wearing red ties with the name ¢El-
liott?” in white stood on both sides of
the door , narrowing the crowd down
to a single file line,

Bables --what few there were--got
kissed and Elliott.had a stock Iline for
such occasions: ¢Bet this is the first
political rally the little feller’s been
to,”?

° One Elliott team took flash pictures
and another stood by the door with a
little gadget in his hand to count the peo-

ple’fhe suits and evening dresses main-
ly came to hear Elliott, Theblue jeans
and cotton prints mainly came to hear
Hank Williams Jr,

The blue jeans outnumbered the suits,
Once in a while Elliott would lean

close and whisper in an ear confiden-
tially, “Let’s really get this moving,
Let’s get things going for Alabama,
Vote for me May 3, Give me your
support,”

C;urts, Rightsl Groups Press
Teacher, Pupil Integration

‘DESEGREGATION KIT’ LACKS
ONE IMPORTANT ELEMENT

BY TERRY COWLES

MONTGOMERY--Delegates from almost every county in Alabama came last
Saturday to hear speakers from the federal government,the NAACP, and the Na-
tional Educational Association tell them how to get an integrated school system

this fall.

Everyone was given what was calleda‘desegregation kit,” The kit was a ma-
nila envelope that contained all the informationneeded in desegregating formerly

all-white schools,

In fact it gave everyone just about everything, one delegate

sald, ““except the guts, You gotta supply that yourself,””

David Marlin of the U, S. Civil Rights Commission addressed the delegates
first, He told them that 1966 ¢‘finds us in a very interesting position,”’

He sald thatafter 12 years, sincethe U, S, Supreme Court declared school seg-
regation illegal, less than one-half of one per cent of the Negro children in Ala-

bama attend integrated schools,

Marlin said there are two chief ex-
planations why integration of schools
has been slow. One was that the ¢‘free-
dom of choice” plan handed downby the
courts does not encourage speed, The
second explanation was thata lot of peo-
ple were harassed and intimidated,

¢The very heartof thiswholerevolu-
tion is the schools,’” he said, ¢‘Aslong
as the ‘freedom of choice’ plans are
there, get out there and make that
choice,??

After Marlin spoke therewasa ques-
tion-and-answer period, A Roman
Catholic priest from Sheffield, Father
Bryce Joyce, complained that all the
federal government did was ¢‘investi-
gate” and nothing was ever done to cor-
rect what was wrong,

¢The federal government is so far
behind us they can’t see us any more,”
Father Joyce said,

Marlin replied that desegregation
was a ¢ slow process,’’

Caryle Ring of the U. S, Office of Ed-
ucation of the Department of Health,Ed-

ucation, and Welfareexplainedthenew= -

er, stricter guidelines for desegrega-
tion, These guidelines have been re-
vised after last year’s failed to bring
about much desegregation,

Ring drew applause from the dele-
gates when he said, ‘‘Some time the Ne-
gro teachers use their influence agaianst
integration because they are afraid
they’ll lose their jobs,”?

Teachers and thefederal government
continued to catch fire from all sides
during the entire meeting,

One delegate said that he had asked
six teachers to come tothe meetiogand
not one of them was there,

“How can you help someone if they
won’t help themselves?”” he asked,

Another delegate from Marengo
County asked one of the speakers from
the federal government, ¢What I want to
know is when are you peoplegonnacome
down there,””

Just about everyoneagreed that it was
easy enough to talk about desegregating
schools, but doing it was another thing,

James Kolb, from Crenshaw County,
said that the people that he has to deal
with are either kluxers or Uncle Toms,

A representative from the NAACP,
Miss Jean Fairfax, told the delegates
the more Negro children who are en-
rolled in formerly all-white schools
this fall, the less chance thereis of any
one family being singled out for repri-
sals,

The Rev, Joseph Lowery of Birming-
ham agreed,

““If you get 100,000 knocking on those
school doors, they will integrate,” he
said,

Pickets Hit
In Prattville

PRATTVILLE--One of the firstcivil
rights demoastrations attempted here
ended in violence Wednesday,

David Houser, nephew of SCLC local
president Dan Houser, was knocked un-
conscious and hospitalized when hit by
a bottle in the face, Others, including
Willle Wood, president of the Autauga
County Voters Association, were hit by
bricks, bottles, or stones thrown by
about 30 whites,

At the side of the post office,from 10
to 20 students and adults marched with
signs like ¢‘Segregation Must Go’® and
“Don’t Buy Here Until You See Black
Faces,” At about $ p,m, shoving and
pushing began when whites appeared and
taunted the marchers,

Wood later said, ¢“The police said
they couldn’t keep law and order and
protect citizens.’?

Minutes later Wood got on the phone
to the FBI and asked for protection, And
then he called Attorney General Rich-
moad Flowers and asked for protection,

Flowers said he would call the State
Troopers and get protection,

BY ROBERT E, SMITH

‘““We will have to desegregate the pupils first, be-
fore the teachers,’”’ the Montgomery County Superin-
tendent of Education said in federal court last week.

$*The student-teacher relationship is based on re-

spect,”’

said Walter T. McKee.

¢If there 18 no re-

spect, there is not much teaching and education going

on,”’

To that Attorney Fred Gray shot back to McKee, ‘‘Are you going to tell the
court you will wait until the attitude of the white people of Montgomery changes
before you do something on this point of faculty desegregation?’’

The exchange before U, S, District Judge Frank M, Johnson Jr, represented a
debate repeated throughout the state in the past seven days,

Many white educators and parents said quicker integration of students ana uny
integration of teachers would wreck the public schools,

Negro leaders and civil rights groups argued back that school integration, al-
though token, has gone fairly welt and more integration will improve, not burt,

ICrEppIed Girl Brings Discuveq‘

HUNTSVILLE--A few weeks ago the
Community Action Committee here
found out about a ;ittle crippled girl who
lives about 12 n.:!:s out of town in Madi-
son County,

The family of 10 children had no in-
come at all, and the girl needed cor-
rective shoes,

When the anti-poverty people heard
about the fourth-grader they brought
her to Huntsville for the help she

* needed.

The girl’s eyes opened wide when she
saw the sights of the Space City--the
lights, the cars, all the people, the
signs, the buses, the big buildings, She
had never been to any city before,
although she lives just 12 miles out of
town,

This discovery led the Community

Action Committee people in Huntsville
to start a new program called ¢‘Project
Discovery,”?

They plan to send a bus out to the
rural areas to pick up youngsters be-
tween the ages of six and 12 and take
them on little trips,

The trips may not mean anything to
folks who are able to travel, but thav
will take deprived children to places
they have never seen before: downtown
Huntsville, Nashville, the George C,
Marshall Space Center, Chattanooga,
Birmingham,

Jerry Hornsby, administrator of the
anti-poverty program, says, ‘“We hope
to start ¢discovery clubs’ so that the
youngsters can get together and talk
about what they have seen, They will
have their own little social clubs.”

FORMER GOVERNOR JOHN PATTERSON AT PHENIX CITY RALLY,

JP Campaign Theme:

‘Federal Interference’

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

PHENIX CITY--¢Qur liberty is being
taken away,” shouted former Governor
John Patterson, ¢ The federal govern-
ment is interfering inanillegal way with
the rigbts of our citizens,

“The people of Alabama have a right
to live under a Coastitution that means
what it says, They have aright to gov-
ern themselves,

«]1 will never surrender this right,
Never,”’

Nearly all the 500 people gathered on
the front lawn of the Russell County

Court House burst into applause, But.

one of two Negro men on the fringe of
the crowd turned to the other,

“Come on, let’s go,’”” he said, As most
of the crowd surged forward to shakm
the former governor’shand, the two Ne-
groes silently walked away,

That was the end of the beginning of
Patterson’s campaign to win back the
chair he gave up toGeorge Wallace four
years ago, It was the second of two
¢opening rallies’” in the two towns Pat-
terson clajms as home,

The first rally was held twoweeks agc
in New Site, the tiny Tallapoosa County
community where the former governor
was born, The second was held last
week in Phenix City, where he grew up
and made his political fortune,

Now he was seeking to recover theold
magic that brought crowds to their feet
and lazy voters to theballot box in 1958,
The Phenix City gathering welcomed
him a little cautiously, the way a host-

ess treats a guest who hasn’t been
around to see her for quite a while,

The people nodded and clapped when
Patterson promised four-lane high-
ways, better education, bigger old-age
pensioas, and new industry,

‘'hey clapped a little harder when he
said, “I’'m a great believer in law en-
forcement, I willenforce the lawsfair-
ly, equally, and impartially, Every-
one--demonstrators, agitators, orfed-
eral agents--will be expected to obey
the laws and respect the rights of oth-
ers,”

They cbeered when Patterson attack-
ed the federal government,

“They’re trying to tell us how we can
operate our schools, who we can serve
in our restaurants, and whose hair we
can cut,”” the former governor sald,

¢They’re meddling with our jury sys-
tem--even that--and our right to bear
arms, These are the actions of a po-
lice state,’?

¢ A federal agent camearoundtoa TV
station the other day and said,‘Youhave
to put onprograms for certain people or
else you’ll lose your license,’

tigatganbach has ordersd the FBI to
investigate candidates in the Alabama
governor’s race, Butlcanpromiseyou,
no amount of intimidation will silence
me.,’

The applause was long and loud, But
Patterson wasn’t quite through,

“The federal government’sbeen dab-
bling in this campaign,” he went on,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col, 6)

the schools,

The U, S, Department of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare stressed teacher
desegregation in its new guidelines for
the 1966-67 school year,

The guidelines were a great topic of
conversation at the separate Negroand
white teachers associations meetingsat
the end of this week,

White teachers viewed the rules as
one more federal invasion of local
school affairs, Manmy Negro teachers
feared for their jobs if thefaculties are
desegregated in their systems,

“You know who will be the first to
go,” said one Negro teacher,

At the meeting of the Alabama State
Teachers Assoclation in Montgomery,
leaders of the Negro group were pre-
pared to promise quick court fights or
other aid for Negro teachers whoclaim
they are displaced by integration,

Mooey has been set aside in ASTA’s
budget for such aid,

The Alabama Education Association
met in Birmingham at the end of the
week, An all-white group, its leaders
voted in January to admit members of
either race,

(The Georgia Education Association
convention this week in Atlanta is ex-
pected to abandon a similar all-white
restriction in its coastitution,)

The AEA in Birmingham planned to
discuss whether to combine the teach-
ers groups, or at least their annual con-
ventions,

Another big topic in the hotel lobbies
and workshops was the possibility of a
special session of the Alebama legisla-
ture to split up surplus educational
funds,

Governor George C, Wallace and the
major candidates planned to attend the
meeting,

Three of the school superintendents
at the Birmingham coavention were
greeted with federal court orders last
Friday in Montgomery,

After hearing McKee and two Negro
staff members in the Montgomery
County case, Judge Johnson ‘‘approved
in part and rejected in part’’ Moatgom-
ery’s desegregation plan,

He ordered all gradesbut five and six
desegregated in all schools next fall,
and ordered all 12 grades desegregated
by the year after,

He told the school board to sendevery
Moatgomery County parent bot later
than April 1a transfer form as approved
by the federal government,

Johnson ordered 21 old rural Negro
schools closed by September 1867, and
at least seven of them closed by Septem-
ber of this year,

Students from those schoolswould be
allowed ¢‘freedom of choice’’ transfers
for the next school year,

¢All faculty and programs must be
on a desegregated basis,” Johnson said
in court, “The board must take stepe
to eliminate past discrimination,’?

He ruled out separate Negro and
white teachers meetimgs armd a ‘‘dual
transportation system,”

The judge asked for a report on stu-
dent transfers by May 15 and onfaculty
desegregation by June 185, ’

“This order is approximately the
same,’ he said at the end, *‘as the ones

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO, Col, 3)

Bound to Happen

NEW YORK CITY--The Columbia
Journalism Review noted that last
fall someone absent-minaealy seat
the following over United Press In-
ernational wires:

(VATICAN CITY)--Liberal and
traditionalist wings of the Roman
Catholic Church clashed today in
Vatican City during the reconvening
session of the Ecumenical Council,
The issue was church indulgences,
The indulgence issue was one of
many that sparked Martin Luther
King to break from the charch in the
16th Century,
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Editorial Opinion

It’s Simple Arithmetic

In spite of federal regulations and court orders, the
procedure for a Negro student to transfer to a white
school remains bothersome and discouraging.

But a report comparing school courses in Mobile in-
dicates that transfer is worth the trouble. Not only is
it a pioneering step for speeding the desegregationpro-
cess, but it is alsoa way for an ambitious youngster to
get better instruction,

A comparison of the courses offered at all junior
high and senior high schools in the Mobile public
school system during the 1964-65 school year showsa
great gap between the white and Negro schools.
(Figures for 1965-66 are not available yet, buta school
official says things haven’t changed much since 1964~
65.)

All schools have the basic courses; the gap appears
in advanced and specialized courses, For instance, out
of 14 white high schools and eight Negrohigh schools,
the following courses were offered by the indicated
number of schools:

COURSE WHITE NEGRO
SPANISH II

SPANISH Il

SPANISH IV

GERMAN

LATIN

BOOKKEEPING
BUSINESS ARITHMETIC
BUSINESS ENGLISH
BUSINESS LAW
RECORD KEEPING
SHORTHAND 1
SHORTHAND I
TYPING @I
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Gaps like these appear in almost all other advanced
or specialized subjects, For example:

ADVANCED ARITHMETIC 5
SOLID GEOMETRY 10
ALGEBRA I 4
ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 2
ELEMENTARY PSYCHOLOGY 8
JOURNALISM 9
READING IMPROVEMENT 4
SPEECH 3
ORCHESTRA (]
MECHANICAL DRAWING n
METAL SHOP 4

(]

5

—

WOODWORKING II
VOCATIONAL HOMEMAKING
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The gap is even larger between rural white schools
and rural Negro schools in the Mobile system,

(rnere are exceptions: A slightly higher percentage
of Negro schools than white schools offers such cours-
es as physics, world history, Freanch II, music theory,
vocational auto mechanics, and vocational tailoring.)

About 99.9 per cent of Mobile County’s Negro stu-
dents are still inall-Negro schools, ‘‘Attendancearea’’
boundaries prohibit most Negro students from trans-
ferring, Parents whose children are eligible fortrans-
fer either do not want their youngsterstodo so or have
not been shown the advantages of transferring.

Simple mathematics shows that Negro children are
not: getting their share of the educational dollar in Mo-
bile. The story is the same in most other school dis-
tricts.

Roads, Roads, Roads

Alabama nas a Democratic primary and run-off for
good reason, If all 11 candidates for governor were
elected, the state would not have room for all those
promised four-lane highways,

This is the year of the promise fo. .igger and better
four-lane highways to and from more and more places.
The 1966 primary campaign has six weeks to go, and
80 you can expect someone to promise a six-lane high-
way before it's over.

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

The Baby Braves midget baseball,
team is seeking a game in Montgomery
after April 10,

The Braves can play either softball
or baseball, The Braves have played in
PensacolapFla,, New Orleans, and Bi-
loxd, Miss, Anyone who would like to
play the Braves, please contact Mana-
ger Louis Beck, 364 South Jeffersoa 8t.,
Mobile, Ala,

The Braves won the midget baseball
and saftball champienship in 1963-1964
and won the Pony League in 1965,

Louis Beck
Mobile

P, 8, I enjoyed reading your sports
page on our own Showboat Thomas,

To the Editor:

The 80 called ministers are guilty of
what Ralph Featherstone says on the
air, All who areinvolved aregullty, He
said that they did not visit the sick and
visit the ones inprison, Andbe said the
truth,

All they are after is money and rob-
bing the poor, All of them have gone
moaey cragy,

They weren’t called topreach, I don’t
believe. The Lord called only half of
them,

When we go to church we don’t hear
anything but about mooey.
1 want this to be in the paper

(Name withheld)
Moatgomery, Ala,

On Patient, Staff Desegregation:

Federal Agency Seeks
Hospital Compliance

WASHINGTON -- Hospital adminis-
trators throughout the nation were re-
Quired this week to complete question-
naires on discrimination intheir medi-
cal facilities,

The deadline for returning the form
to the Public Health Service in Washing-
ton was Tuesday,

The form is part of the Public Health
Service’s steps to assure compliance
with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, ac-
cording to Dr, William H, Stewart, Sur-
geon Geperal of the United States,

Title VI of the act prohibits racial
discrimination or segregation in any
services, employment and facilities of
any federally aided program,.

The government has said that it will
withhold federal money from any insti-
tution where discrimination is proven,
but so far it has not done so, *¢Title VI
is the atomic bomb of civil rights,” said

Dear Faces Rutledge

a member of the Johnson Administra-
tion, ‘‘We dare not use it allat once,”

The Justice Department claimedlast
December that withholding or ending
federal funds may not be the best way
to obtain compliance,

The questionnaire asked for specific
information about civil rights practices
in hoepitals,

The hospitals were asked in theform,
for instance, to indicate whether pa-
tients are assigned to all roomsandfa-
cilities without regard to race; whether
all persons are allowed to use en-
trances, admission aoffices, walting
rooms, diningareasand cafeterias, toi-
lets and lavatories, and other service
facilities; and whether the hospital
hires and trains personnel without re-
gard to race,

If the questionnaire indicates dis-
criminatory practices, Dr, Stewart
said, the hospital will be notified and
glven a chance to comply with the law,

“If discrimination persists,” the
Public Health Service said, ¢‘the hospi-
tals will be excludedfrom any new Fed-
eral assistance programs,’” This in-
cludes ¢‘*Medicare®” health insurance
for the aged, which begins July 1 and
which affects aboutevery hospital in the
country,

The Public Health Service vowed to
cut off present federal monev, go to
court, or negotiate to assure compli-
ance,

Dr, Stewart also told the hospital of -
ficials that a new Public Health Service
Office of Equal Health Opportunity has
been established in Washington to in-
vestgate complaints, It 1s headed by
Robert M, Nash,

Anniston Voters to Choose

Mayor inRun-off Tuesday

BY ALAN BAUGHMAN

ANNISTON--Voters will go to the
polls here Tuesday toelect the Anniston
city commission,

The primary held two weeks ago re-
sulted in a record turnout of voters and
one of the highest percentages of Negro
voting ever recorded in the city of An-
niston,

Present Mayor Claude Dear will face
Joe Rutledge in a run-off for mayor
while James Gardner opposes Herb
Morgan for the seat of finance commis-
sioaner,

Rutledge and Gardner have received
support from the Anniston Teachers
Association,

Morgan and Dear are the choice of a
25-member screening committee of the
Calhoun County Improvement Associa-
tion, a Negro organization,

In the primary, an estimated 80 per
cent of the Negro community stood be-
hind the screening comm{ittee’s choices,
The 25-man body had interviewed each

candidate and made its choice on theba-
sis of which man would be best for the
Negro community,

Four men on the committee are mem-
bers of the Human Relations Council,
and some voters expressed surprise at
their backing of Dear, Previously the
four bitterly complained about‘¢thelack
of cooperation on the part of the city
commission and a molasses-like atti-
tude towards the HRC,”

Education is a big issue in the race,
Rutledge and Gardner are infavor of an
increased wage tax to raise teachers
salaries while Dear and Morganare op-
posed to this move,

Morgan is Dear’s stated choice as a
commissioner mate,

An automobile accident near Oxford
Wednesday seriously injured S, W,
Nichols, member of the screening com-
mittee and president of the Alabama
Baptist Laymen’s Association, The
crash killed Mrs, Happy O, Elston, an
active community leader,

MOBILE HUSBAND, WIFE
SEEK TEACHER TRANSFER

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE -- Last year, Mrs, Jackie
Jacobs, a chemistry and bialogy teacher
at all-Negro Blount High School in
Prichard, applied for a transfer to one
of the white high schools in the Mobile
County school system,

Her request was not approved, but

SCHOOLS
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for Macon, Lowndes, and Bullock coun-
ties,”

The Bullock decision was reached in
the judge’s office in a conference be-
tween lawyers for the Justice Depart-
ment and the Bullock school board,

The Macoa decision, reached by a
three-judge court about five hours ear-
ller, requires desegregation of all
grades by next September,

It allows parents, or in some cases
students, to chooseinApril of eachyear
any school for attendance,

Choice forms must be sent April 1to
all parents, They may be filled out and
returned, or a plece of paper with the
same information may be submitted,

The judges--Johnson,H,H, Grooms,
and Circuit Judge Richard T. Rives--
sald race may not be & factor in hiring,
assigning, promoting, demoting, or dis-
missing teachers, ‘‘with the exception
that assignments may be made to fur-
ther the process of desegregation,’’

The new Nichols School must open
this year with an integrated faculty, they
ruled,

They ordered Oak Grove, Pine Grove,
and Brownville I1 Elementary Schools
closed this year, and Prairie Farms
Elementary and Macoa Training School
closed or improved to be at leastequal
to Tuakegee High School and Notasulga
High 8chool,

Judge Johnsom placed a similar de-

segregation order on the Lowndes
County Board of Educating last moath,

that dido’t stop her,

This year, she has applied again, and
her husband is applying also., Devid
Jacobs teaches art and English at Dun-
bar Junior High Schoal in downtown
Mobile,

The transfer application asks the
teacher to give a reason for wanting a
transfer, Mrs, Jacobs says she wrote,
“] want to teach in an integrated
school.,”” Jacobs, with his artist’s in-
stinct showing, wrote, ‘‘Significant
changes would bring about a beautiful
harmoay,’’

There are three main ideas behind
these brief explanations, David says
one i8 the hope that the mere presence
of Negro teachers in white schools
‘‘would encourage Negro kids totrans-
fer to white schools,’*

Another idea is to encourage Negro
teachers totranafer, Mrs, Jacobs says,
“Most Negroes lack self-confidence
and have untold fear of moving into the
white man’s world, A lotof the teachers
feel inferior, feel they aren’t qualified
to teach a white child, They think only,
the very best Negro teachers and chil-
dren should move to the white schools,
They think you should be a perfectmod-
el instead of being real,’”

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col, 1)

School Transfers

HUNTSVILLE--The Alabama Coun-
cil on Human Relatons announced this
week a ‘‘door-to-door campaign’’ ix
Negro neighborboods of Mobile, Auburn
and Opelika, Huntsville, Muscle Shoals,
and possibly Birmingham and Tusca-
loosa to notify parents of school trans-
fer choices.

S““We did this last year in Lauderdale
County, and it worked,” said Robert 8,
Valder, acting director of thebi-racial
group, All grades were desegrated and
at least 200 Negroes weat to previously
all-white schools on the first day of
school in tbat north Alabama county,

AFTER MYSTERIOUS BOMBING LAST MAY, CHURCH MEMBERS WERE LEFT
WITH ONLY WRECKAGE--AND A WILL TO REBUILD LOST CHURCH BUILDING,

Bombed Church Rebuilt
In Calhoun County

BY ALAN BAUGHMAN
OXFORD--!¢, , ,for they that carried
us away captive required of us a song;
and they that wasted us required of us
merriment, saying, ‘Sing us one of the
songs of Zion,’ How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land?”’

Thus spake David in the Psalms, and
his words were echoed during the dedi-
cation ceremonies at the Pine Ridge
CME Church which had been rebuilt af-
ter having been bombed last May,

“That is a sad Psalm,” Mrs, V, T.
Westbrooks, dedication speaker, said,
t'We shouldn’t feel like this is a strange
land, even after what happened,?’’

Amid the smell of new pine wood,
voices were lifted in agreat chant, ‘¢To
the glory of God and the service of
men, , .,”” and the response, ‘‘We dedi-
cate this house,” repeated over and
over,

The church hadbeenbombedat 1a,m,
May 13 of last year, F,B,I,, state, and
U.S, Army investigators have not un-
covered the person who bombed the
church yet,

A fund was started lastyear to repair
the church, and nearly $2,000 was
pledged in the first few hours, It was
started with a $600 donation from the
executive board of the Committee of
500, who published a ‘/liberal” *Where

BY MARY MOULTRIE

Shows on TV that tend to defy the
imagination are becoming popular with
modern day viewers, Those of youwho
«enjoy this type of fantasy show will find
just what you’re lookiag for on ‘‘Be-
witched,” ‘1 Dream of Jeannie,” and
“My Favorite Martian,”

SATURDAY, MARCH 19

AMERICA’S JUNIOR MISS PARADE
--This little affair from Mobile might
defy the imagination, It replaces ‘I
Dream of Jeannie,”” usually seen at

'17 p.m, Saturdays, Theparade startsat

6:30 p.m, Channel 10 in Moblile,

SUNDAY, MARCH 20

TWENTIETH CENTURY--‘“Woman
Doctor in Viet Nam,” story of Dr. Pat
Smith and her war aguinst dipease: in
the central highlands of Viet Nam,
6 p.m, Channel 19 in Huntsville and
Channel 20 in Montgomery,

SUNDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES--
“Tender Is The Night,” a dramatic
story centered around love and mar-
riage on the Freach Riviera, Starring
Jennifer Jones and Jason Robards Jr.,
8 p,m, Channel 3 in Pensacola, Fla,;
Channe] 4 in Dothan, Channel 6 in Birm-

We Stand?’ statement in a newspaper in
nearby Anniston,

The Adelaide Mills, Tape Craft, Inc,,
Eugene L, Evans Mamifacturing Com-
pany, Anniston Cordage Company, Lin-
en Thread, Anniston Manufacturing Co,,

Classe Ribbon, Roanoke Manufacturing
Company, Genesco Manufacturing Co,,
and two radio stations, each pledged
$100, with a $250 contribution from The
Anniston Star,

The church received more than
$6,000 from the white community, With
a loan from the Oxford Bank, the cqa-
gregation had enough money torebufld,

Donations included $1 from a Ku Klnx
Klan member in Madison, who wrote
that ¢, , ,one klucker has done a good
ieed at any rate,”

The omly items that were salvaged
from the blasted church were a buge
print of daVinci’s ‘“Last Supper,’” anda
large wooden crucifix that stood behind
the altar, These two items occupy a
prominent place in the new church
building,

The new church was built at a cost of
$12,191 and is much larger than the
original church, Begun in July, it was
finally completed by the last week of
February and dedicated soon after ata
special service,

ingham, Channel 8 in Selma, Channel 81
in Huntsville, and Channel 32 in Moat-
gomery,

MY FAVORITE MARTIAN=--Mrs,
Brown accidentally triggers the Mar-
tian’s personality altercator and is
turned into a crimipal trying to steal
the world’s largest diamond, 6:30 p.m,
Channel 19 in Huntsvilleand Channel 20
in Moatgomery,

THURSDAY, MARCH 24

BEWITCHED--¢Double Split?--Sa-
mantha’s twitchcraft sets off a series of
tiffs when she s insulted by thesnobbigh
daughter of one of Darrin’s clients,
8 p,m, Channel 3 in Pensacola, Fla,;
Channel 6 in Birmingham, Channe: 8 in
3elma, Channel 31 in Huntsville, and
Channel 32 in Moatgomerv.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25

THE ADDAMS FAMILY--‘The Ad-
dams Policy,” Morticia calls the in-
surance company when Uncle Fester
burns & stuffed bear with his flame
thrower, 7:30 p.m, Channel 3 in Penss-
cola, Fla,; Channel 6 in Birmingham,
Channel 8 in Selma, Channel 31 in
Huntsville, and Channel 32 in Moatgom-
ory,
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Further, Faster, Higher

Pole vaulting, broad jumping, hur-
dling, running and shot putting fur-
ther, faster, or higher-and whenever
possible, resting-that’s the life of the
high school track men who met in Mont-
gomery last Saturday,

An added attraction in the Ramsay-

Lee-Lanier meet was the exhibition
performance of Richmond Flowers Jr,
University of Tennessee freshman
Flowers, seen here in the 220-yard
dash (lower left) and 120-high hurdles
(right center), departed for Australia
Monday as part of a U, S, team to com-
pete in games there,
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THE BASES HAVE HOBBY SHOPS WHERE AN AIRMAN CAN CARVE WOOD OR REPAIR CARS

Airmen

A Frien

BY GREG KANNERSTEIN

MONTGOMERY--The life of a
serviceman is a lonely one, in
some towns.

When he goesoff his base, he is
attacked by hoodlums or pursued
by police. Parents hide their
daughters and wunleash blood-
thirsty hounds. And prices soar
at the sight of a uniform.

For Negro servicemen new to the South, the sys-
tem of segregation has been a real shock,

But most of the 10,000 airmen who live at Max-
well and Gunter Air Force bases (and contribute
about $80 million a year to the local economy) don’t
have such problems, Many of them say Montgom-
ery’s about the friendliest place they’ve seen,

The bases have hugerecreation programs--from
sports to hobby shops--but the men like to get into
town on evenings and weekends, When they do, they
find plenty of ente}tainment,

¢] was a little shook up my first time through
town, when I didn’t see many bars,’’ one young air-
man recalled, ¢“But now I know there are some
really good night spots,’?

He also remembers his first day in town, While
he was waiting for a bus, a man pulled up in a car,
asked him where he was headed, and drove him
right out to the base,

Negroes have few complaints, although, as one
said, ¢“It’s still the South,””

A young Negro sergeant, who grew up in Alabama
but has been stationed all over the country, said:
¢] was really surprised when I got to Montgomery,
Things have really changed, I go into all kinds of
places now and never think about anything, But you
know a few years ago someone would have said
something,””

“There’s been a lot of progress in the South,” he
went on, ‘“Why, I've been up to Birmingham to be
part of an integrated color guardata football game,
Little things like that really help,”

Still, Negroes and whites tend to go their own
ways when they go off the base, ¢I never thought
anything about color out in California,’” a white air-
man said, ¢‘Butdown here, when my colored fri-
ends go over to the Laicos Clubora place like that,
I don’t go along, I'd just feel funny, like a daisy in
a rose garden,

“«It's a funny thing about the South,” he said,

]

BUT SOMETIMES HE WANTS TO GET AWAY, INTO TOWN

ike Life in Montgomery:

Town With No Snow

“People are real friendly, but some of them-when
you talk about certain subjects, they justgo crazy,”

Young airmen don’t earn much--$88 a monthisa
typical salary, But thisdoesn’tkeepthemfrom en-
joying life in Montgomery., Notallthe enjoyment is
in night clubs, either,

“I'm a motorcycle bug,”” one said, *And I’ve
been all over these back roads--made some friends
in town that way, too,”

Another serviceman likes to go to the sporting
events, ¢Why, they even gotus discountsfor Blue-
Gray game tickets,”” he said, ¢*¢Good seats, too,

Airmen like the local stores, They agree that
prices don’t go up when merchants learn they’re in
the service, Some say it’sa lot easier to get credit
when they show their Air Force identity cards,

For this and other reasons, Air Forcewivesfind
Montgomery pleasant--too pleasant, one meek-
looking husband thought,

“Every time we go to town, she ends up buying
all kinds of things, The stores are really well-
stocked,

“For everything--stores and entertainment--
this is the best town we’ve béen in, I thought Kan-
sas was good, but Montgomery tops it,”?

The surrounding area holds many attractions for

airmen. Some appreciate the chance tolearnabout
the Southern past, ¢“I’d never even seen a state
capital before, not even in my ownstate,’” one said.
«And I really like tolook at the old houses and think ~
about what it was like back in the days of the Con-
federates,”?

“Some of the best hunting and fishing I’ve ever
seen is right around here,’” one Westerner thought,
‘“You just have to make sure you stay in the right .
county in the right season,’* :

There are many kinds of hunting, *This is a
great place for chasing women,”” one man said,
‘“And a lot of fellows laugh at first,but they end up
marrying Montgomery girls,

‘“You can’t just sit back in the barracks, like a
lot of fellows do, of course,’”” he said, ‘‘If you go
off the base, girls are easy to meet around here,”

The Alr Force brass appreciate thecommunity?’s
friendliness, ¢‘When McNamara comes around to
close those bases,’’ one captain thought, ¢‘he looks
at the relationship to the community,””

Not all airmen are enthusiastic about Montgom-
ery, ‘I can’t wait to get out of the South and the,
service,” a slender 25-year-old said, ¢‘But I've
got no real complaints,

“You have to be somewhere--it might as wellbe
here, At least, there’s no snow,””
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SOUTHERN HISTORY INTERESTS SOME SIGHTSEEING YANKEES
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Sparkman Says, ‘U.S. Belongs in Viet Nam’ Ex-Governor Patterson
Tours Wiregrass Towns

In Southeast Alabama

SENATOR JOHN SPARKMAN
Speaks to College Students

A TV Show Comes

BY SAMMY STAGGS

SNOWDOUN--The last place anyone
would expect to find television actors
and a film company is in Snowdoun, a
quiet community surrounded by flat
Alabama farm land and pastures,

Trees are scattered over the fields,
and the Spanish moss blows gracefully
from the branches, As you drive along
the highway you can see milk cows rest-
ing in the shade of the silos, and the
smell of hay andfodder is mixed with the
smell of the dairy barns,

Snowdoun has one service stationwith
a large Rebel gas sign in front, and two
country stores,

There is one two-story farmhouse in
this south Montgomery County town
which has beenempty solong that some-
one has written ¢‘dead’” on the rusty
mailbox infront, Thedriveway has deep
ruts, but they were not causedby tires,
The rain washed away the soil in the
drive,

Early in March a Trailways bus and
three orange trucks pulled into the
driveway and up the hill, and workmen
began to unload cameras and lighting
equipment, They were getting ready to
produce a television show about an old
woman and a little boy who are busily
preparing for Christmas,

The show is a special program that
will be seen on the ABC network next
December, and is called ¢¢A Christmas

H rr'll

"It: star of the show is Geraldine
Page, who has been in movies andsev-
eral Broadway plays, Although she is
34 years old, she plays a 60-year-old

BY SAMMY STAGGS

MONTGOMERY--Why is the United
States involved in a war in Viet Nam?

Senator John Sparkman sought toan-
swer this question in his speechbefore
the student body of Huntingdmn College
last Mooday.

“The United States,” be said, ‘*has
actually been in Viet Nam since 1954
when it pledged its support to France,
the country which colonlzed Viet Nam
and brought Western civilization to that
country,

““TheGeneva Conference divided the
war-torn country into two separate
parts, North Viet Nam, which was tobe
a communist people’s republic, and
South Viet Nam, which was tochoose its
ownform of government by democratic
elections,”

“These elections were never held,”
the senator continued, ‘‘because the
North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong
would not allow them,

Five minutes later the director is
ready to try agaln, Lights glaring,
make-up men dabbing Miss Page’s face
to remove spots of powder, and suddenly
a bell rings,

¢Silence” yells the sound man, and
the cameras begin turning, Miss Page
and the little boy go through the same
scene. and thedirector says ¢¢Perfect!”

This 1s one of the scenes televison
viewers will see next December on ‘A
Christmas Memory,”?

The old house is well stocked for the
filming, The producer hasbrought old-
fashioned high-back parlor chairs, an-
tique iron chandeliers, long thick lace
curtains, and dark-framed portraits of
distinguished looking men with patches
of mustache and long sideburns,

In the kitchen there is an open pantry
filled with bright jellies and dried pep-
pers,

A whistling kettle sits on the black
pot-bellied coal stove, and the room
looks too comfortable to be make-be-
lieve,

Miss Page comes strolling through
the hallway while waiting to do the next
scene, Although she seems tired, she
is willing to chat,

When asked about her three children,
she beams--#I just talked to their nurse
on the phone, They are all taking naps
back at the motel,”

She says there are many film roles
she would like to play, but each one
takes a lot of time and study,

#A Christmas Memory” is a good ex-
ample of what she means, It took sev-
eral days like this in rural Alabama
working a scene over and over to pro-

¢‘President Eisenhower permitted
Iimited military aid to South Viet Nam,
and several years later President
Kennedy sent advisors tohelpestablish
peace in the country,

¢By the time President Johnson came
to affice, however, the communist guer-
rilla forces had increased to sucha de-
gree that it was necessary to senc fight-
ing divisions.’?

“Many people think that the Viet Cong
is composed only of North Vietna-
mese,”” Senator Sparkman said,

¢¢Actually, the averagemember of the
Viet Cong is a South Vietnamese who
has been trained in subversion by the
North Vietnamese communists, and he
is controlled and directed by Hanoiand
Peking.’”

¢¢Is the United States in Viet Namil-
legally?”” Senator Sparkman asked,

Quoting a recent declaration by the
American Bar Association, the senator
said that the present United States posi-
tion is in accord with the Geneva Con-

=
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ference, SEATO treaties, and the policy

of the United Nations,
The senator, who has served almost

30 straight years in Congress and ran
for vice president in 1952, explained
that the crisis iriViet Nam isnotmerely
a civil war but aneffort of the commu-
nist North to take over the government of
South Viet Nam and establish a com-
munist government,

“It {s against the policy of the United
States to allow such communist aggres-
sion in any country,” he said,

Sparkman, a candidate for renomina-
tion in the Democratic primary, con-
cluded by saying, “The three things
needed most in Viet Nam are a stable
government chosen by the people, pa-
tience on the part of the Vietnamese and
Americans, and confidence,

“At best, war is cruel and brings
many hardships, Sometimes, however,
we cannot avoid it without losing our
honor, I know that we must, can, and
will win,”

tOFAlabama

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

¢“They want & rubber stamp for Lyn-
don Johnson in Moalgomery, Youknow
that stamp they put on beef? If you
raised up the shirt tail of some capdi-
dates, you would find a littleblue stamp
that says ¢U,S, Government-inspected
and approved,’ **

That kind of talk wentoverbigatnight
in Phenix City, At noon the nextday in
Clio, a small town in the hills of Bar-
bour County, it didn’t seem to win as
many friends,

As the Patterson motorcade rolled
out of town, a Clio businessman looked
across the street to where Patterson
had stood on his platform truck,

“You can’t defy the federal govern-
ment,” saidthe businessman, a deGraf-
fenreid supporter in search of a pew
candidate, “It’s foolish to try,” He
turned to three Negro men sitting on a
nearby window ledge,

¢When a colored kid entered the
school, I was for it,”” besalid, ¢It’s the
law now. People cangetalong witheach
other if they try,’’ The three Negroes
nodded their heads,

Across the Henry County line in Ab-
beville, Patterson’s men were setting
up for a rally in the townsquare, They
let down acurtain of red, white,andblue
streamers to hide the tires of the plat-
form truck., The country music group
that plays and sings for Patterson
warbled ¢The Ballad of the Green Be-
ret?” for the sixth or seventh time that
day,
=

I

covers

Next 7 cacheted covers commem-
orating oaly the major U, §, spece
achievements for $5.00 advance de-
posit, SPACE CRAFT COVERS,
PO, Box 2296, Huntington, W, Va,
25724, U .S,A.

Patterson toured the square, in and
out of stores, shaking hands and pass-
ing out campaign cards, Hegave one to
an elderly Negro sitting on abench, The
man turned the card over and over be-
tween his hands, .

When the former governor got up to
speak, he was talking to an integrated
crowd., Of the 200 people who stood in
doorways, leaned aguinst telephone
poles, or sat down on the curb to listen,
at least 50 were Negroes,

¢sSome people say Alabama has abad
image,” Patterson said, ¢‘They don’t
know what they’re talking about, Oncea
week a new plant leaves the Northor the
Midwest and locates somewhere in Ala-
bama, '

“Those folks up North criticize us
because they’re jealous of the progress
we’re making,

“Some folks say we’ve got to rejoin
the mainstream of Americanlife, Well,
if the mainstream is those goateed
draft-card burners, then Idon’t want no
part of it,

¢Some people say we’ve gottorejon
the Unjon, We’re already in it, Look at
all the Alabama boys that have been
killed in Viet Nam,”?

When the former governor was all
through, many of the white people inthe
crowd smiled and applauded, None of
the Negroes did. After a few minutes,
everybody went about his businessasif
Patterson and the sound truck had never
been there at all,

NOW AVAILABLE
Financial Aid for South-
ern Negra Students I

CONTAINING

160 prime sources of moaeyfor your
college education 25¢ ea, plus 5¢ea,
postage, Quantity rates on request,

ALSO

Get on our mailing list for scholar-
ship and career information,

WRITE: SIC, UNC-YMCA,
Chapel Hill, N,C, 27514

THE SCENE IS A TWO-STORY FARMHOUSE THAT HASBEEN EMPTY SO LONG
THAT SOMEONE HAS WRITTEN “DEAD?” ON THE RUSTY MAILBOX IN FRONT,
WHO WOULD EXPECT TO FIND BROADWAY STARS, TV CAMERAS, AND MAKE-
UD IN THE MIDST OF THE FLATALABAMAFARM LAND? BUT THERE THEY
WERE, A CREW FILMING A TELEVISION SHOW IN SNOWDOUN, MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, SPECIAL SHOW STARS GERALDINE PAGE AS AN OLD WOMAN,

ATTRACTIVE OPPORTUNITIES NOW AVAILABLE
For specialized training in

Seen Your Picture in

THE SOUTHERN COURIER
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Buy a Print For Yourself or a Friend

Wide-Open Fields for much needed help!

CLASSES NOW OPEN FOR
1B MKEY PUNCH ,,, I BM CLERICAL

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING ,,. CLERK TYPIST
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REGISTER Now- Please Call 265-4345
AUTOMATED INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

P, O, Box 4057

woman, And for that reason she wears
a frizzy gray wig, long wrinkled dres-
ses, and a pair of dirty bedroom slip-
pers,

In one scene Miss Page and thelittle
boy are counting the pennies they have
saved for Christmas,

She gives him some coins and says,
“Here, thisis your picture-show money
’t{l Christmas,”?

The director yells ¢¢Stop,” and the
actors relax, A loud helicopter flying
over the house has ruined this scene,

MOBILE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)

The third idea is to help whites and
Negroes get used to being together in
the schools, Jackie says, ‘/If our sys-
tem is going to keep in line with the
changes going on in our society, the peo-
ple in the system will have to get used
to each other,’?

David, who is treasurer of a newly
formed, integrated teachers’ union here
says, “The union is a good example of
what can be done, When we speak in the
union, we speak frankly,’*

The newfederalguidelinesfor deseg-
regation of school faculties apparently
will not directly affect Mobile,

The guidelines are for school dis-
tricts desegregating under plans filed
with the government since the passage
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Mobile
18 integrating under a 1963 courtorder
that doesn’t require integration of fa-
culties,
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Jim Clark vs. Wilson Baker for Dallas Co. Sheriff

Two Old Foes Battle in Selma

Reese Charges
Called Factor

BY JOHN KLEIN

SELMA--The primary
election for sheriff of
Dallas County is a re-
match of an old feud, with
a new twist--thousands of
new Negro voters,

Running for re-election, there’s
Sheriff James Gardner Clark Jr,--the
same Jim Clark who became anational
symbol of die-hard resistance to the
civil rights movement through his han-
dling of demonstrations here last
spring,

There’s Clark’s opponent Wilson
Baker, the Selma police and fire chief
who is being cast in the role ofa racial
moderate,

There’s the Dallas County Voter’s
League (DCVL), the Negro voter group,
which surprised everyone by failing to
back a Negro candidate for sheriff inthe
May 3 Democratic primary,

There’s an embezzlement charge
hanging over the head of DCVL presi-
dent Rev, F.D. Reese that could make
it unwise for him to antagonize Wilson
Baker,

There’s a newly-formed third party
in Dallas County that may still bring
forth a Negro candidate to oppose Clark
or Baker in the November general elec-
tion,

And federal examiners say 10,200
Negroes are now registered to vote
here, as compared to 12,100 whites,

Four men have qualified to seek nom-
ination for county sheriff in the May 3
primary, Besides Clark and Baker,
there are Virgil B, Bates,former depu-
ty sheriff, and Murphy Suther, former
Selma police officer,

But Clark and Baker are generally
considered the men to watch,

Clark Las been sheriff here for 10
years, and he has defended his position
against Baker once before,

When governor Jim Folsom took of-
fice in January 1955, he madeClarkas-
sistant commissioner of revenue, and
when Dallas County Sheriff W, C,
McCain died that fall, F olsom appointed
Clark to complete this term,

In 1958 Wilson Baker resigned from
the Selma police force to run against
Clark for sheriff, and was defeated in
a run-aff vote,

WILSON BAKER
Police Chief Running for Sheriff

‘‘He led me by 337 votes in the first
primary,” Clark said, ¢but when the
story spread to the voters about his
having gone to a Ku Klux Klan meeting
and made a speech, the tide turned.”

Now Clark and Baker are oppoaents
again, and it seems likely thatthemain
{ssue will be provided by the three-
month Negro voter registration cam-
paign here last spring that led to pas-
sage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,

In the course of thatcampaign, Clark
and his deputies arrested more than
2,000 persons, A three-judge federal
court said afterward that there was no
doubt Clark’s actions were intended to
¢‘suppress efforts by Negroes to exer-
cise their lawful and constitutional
rights,”

While Clark was making those ar-
rests, Baker was saying that officlals
should permit peaceful demonstrations
and avoid a direct confrontation with the
Negroes,

Clark, who {is making ¢law and
order” his campaign slogan, would
probably reply that the demonstrations
last spring were anything but peaceful,

With the primary election approach-

ing, he sald, ¢¢I certainly hope that my
opponents will bring up my methods of
handling demonstrations, Iam proud of
it. The Los Angeles palice have said
many times that they would have averted
the riots in the Watts area, had they han-
dled the situation there inthe same way
1 did,”

¢] think it will help my chances in the
election,” he said, ‘‘because the white
people and the Negroes both know had
law and order broken down, we would
have had a full-scale riot with probably
two-thirds of thecity leveledby fire and
looting,”?

4] believe the other issues are com-
paratively minor,” Clark saild, But he
added, ““Even some of my bitterestcrit-
ics will admit my department is more

efficient than Baker’s department has
been in the past 14 moaths,’’

Clark has also linked Baker’s ap-
pointment as police chief to¢¢a group in
Selma that feels so guilty they want to
jump up and give the Negroes every-
thing they want,’”

Whatever the Negro masses think of
Clark, it is clear that those in the civil
rights movement consider him a symbol
of police brutality and die-hard dis-
crimination,

To the Rev, Edward Gardner of Birm-
ingham, executive vice president of the
Alabama Christian Movement for Hu-
man Rights, he is*Jim Clark, the great
monster of Dallas County, , . the club-
swinger; the head-beater,”

Closer to home, DCVL chairman the
Rev, F.D, Reese reminded a recent
mass meeting of the many outsiders
who came to Selma to take part in the
demonstrations, ¢When that election
is over, he said, “they’re goingtowant
to know one thing: 1sJim Clark gone?”
His listeners roared approval,

DCVL officials have not publicly
committed themselves, but they are
generally expected to back Wilson Bak-
er,

They are already backing Negro can-
didates for state representative, tax
collector, coroner, andtwopositions on
the board of revenue--but not for sher-
lﬂ.

When the DCVL candidates were an-
nounced to a mass meeting, screening
committee chairman R.J, Reagin said
the group hadn’t found any qualified Ne-
gro candidate for sheriff,

And the Rev, Louls Anderson said,
“If we must select the lesser of two
evils we want Jim Clark out, ,,and
though I'm not tickled about it, I want
Baker in,”?

No one mentioned Samson Crum, a
popular Negro postal employee who said
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he had offered to runfor sheriff and was
refused ‘¢any financial or moral sub-
port,”

But some Negroes here speculate that
DCVL putupnocandidatefor sheriffbe-
cause of embezzlement charges against
president Reese,

They pointed out that Baker personal-
ly traveled as far as Californiaand New

JIM CLARK
Dallas Sheriff Seeking Reelection

Jersey to gather evidence allegedly
showing that Mr, Reese had lined his
own pockets with ¢thousands of dol-
lars” from contributions that should
have gone to DCVL, At that time, Baker
sald more people might be involved,

That was eight months ago, but the
four embezzlement indictments against
Mr. Reese have never come to trial,
Postponed three times, the case isnow
set for trial Monday, March 28,

With the case still pending and more
indictments threatened, the Negroes
say, DCVL might find it wiser to sup-
port Baker than to oppose him with a
Negro candidate,

But if Baker is seeking Negro votes,
he isn’t doing it openly, He refused to
be interviewed by The Southern Courier
reporter because, he said, hewasafraid
of being branded as a ¢Negro candi-
date’” by his opponents,

All he would say was, “I’maprofes-
sional law enforcement officer andI ex-
pect to sell thepeoplethe need tohave a
professional man on the job,’’
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Dallas County Voters
Start Third Party

BY JOHN KLEIN

SELMA--Dallas County has a third
political party now,

It’s called the Dallas County Inde-
pendent Free Voters Organization, Like
the black panther party of Lowndes
County, it is intended to run independ-
ent Negro candidates for county offices
in the Nov, 8 general election,

About 100 local Negroes chose offi-
cers for the new organization at a meet-
ing here Monday night,

They also chose a party symbol and
slogan: a black-and-white diamond in
a circle of chain, with the words
¢sstrength through unity,”

Those backing the third-party move-
ment in Dallas County give three main
reasons,

First, like many Negroes here, they
are unhappy because the Dallas County
Voters League (DCVL) doesn’t have a
Negro candidate seeking the Democrat-
ic nomination for many county offices,

Second, they point out that registered
Negroes will notbe inthe majority when
the Democratic primary is held May 3,
but they mightbewhenthegeneral elec-
tion is held six months later,

Third, they claim that DCVL dosen’t
reach the poor and illiterate Negro
voters in the back woods of Dallas Coun-
ty.

¢“We find that people out in the rurals
have never heard of a Dallas County
Voters League,” said Clarence Wil-
liams, newly-elected chairman of the
Independent Free Voters Organization,

DCVL president Rev, F, D, Reese re-
plies that DCVL has more than 2,000
members among the county’s 10,200
registered Negro voters, and reaches
many more through precinct meetings,

At Monday’s meeting, Mr, Reesealso
argued that if a third-party Negro were

elected, he wouldn’t have as much in-
fluence asa NegroDemocrat would have
through his contacts in the Democratic
Party,

But he admitted that itis¢‘a possibil-
ity’? that all five DCVL candidates will
lose out in the May 3 primary,

That’s why DCVL isn’t running a Ne-
gro for sheriff, Mr, Reese said: be-
cause he might get caught in a run-off
vote with Sheriff Jim Clark,whois run-
ning for re-election,

“Even if (the white voters) hated
Clark’s guts, they’d vote for him, said
Mr, Reese,

Instead, he says Negroes should

throw their support behind one of the
white candidates, ¢‘If the Negroes could
come together and decide who thatis,”
he said, ¢‘then that man musthave some
¢caterance’ to the desires of the Negro
communities,””

Though people at the meeting spent
nearly an hour aiming hostile questions
at Reese, DCVL and the new group
seemed to be moving toward an uneasy
coexistence,

‘“You can forget about the freedom
organization in the primary and vote for
whom you want to,”” explained James
Lytle, a statf member of the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee,
which backs the third-party approach,”®
Then you’ve got the candidates in the
freedom organization to fall back on.””

Mr, Reese was asked whether DCVL
would support third-party candidates if
its own candidates were defeated in the
primary,

“P’1l say this: If a Negrois up, I’ll
vote for him,” he said,
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