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The People Tell the Candidates

Jobs, Rights the Big Issues

Negro Interviewers Press 90% WORRY ABOUT RACE,
Politicians on $$ Problems

WHAT WAS DICK GREGORY READING IN THE SE

A NEWSPAPER?

Dick Gregory

MONTGOMERY

MONTGOMERY--Dick Gregory had
Viet Nam on his mind when he hit the
county Alabama Democratic Confer-
ence, Inc, dinner Saturday night:

““Saigon, That’s like you and your
wife running over to putoutafire in my
house, and you find my wife and me
fighting in the kitchen as the fireburns
around us,”

The tearing down and destroying of
the American flagby Negro demonstra-
tors in Cordele, Ga,, last week re-
minded Gregory of a similar destruc-
tion of the American flag by demonstra-
tors in Panama two years ago,

““And we sent down a bunch of high-
level diplomats and offered to split the
canal with them,””

The Chicago humorist, whois running
for mayor of his home city, compared
the poor people’s invasion of Greenville
Air Force Base in Mississippi with what
might happen overseas: ‘/Imagine if
poor people in Spain went on to our air
base there, They'd be treated with kid
gloves, In Mississippi Uncle Lyndon
had them thrown out into the cold,”

Gregory said Negroes have always
demanded a lot from their leaders,
“You’ve seen Lyndon Johnson and
Hubert Humphrey on television, haven’t
you? They couldn’t lead a Negro outof
a paper bag,’” he said to the Democrats,

“We demand more of our leaders,
Always have,”

‘“You gotta be clean when you lead
Negroes,”

After he had joked about the common
charge that people involved in eivil
rights are communists, Gregory said,
] can’t guarantee I won't overthrow the
country but I know I won’t give it to
some other white cat across the Atlan-
tic, Idon’tknow what that makes me but
it ain’t no communist,’’

SELMA

BY LARRY FREUDIGER

SELMA--**Anything a cat can trick
you out of or steal from you mustnot be
worth having in the first place,””

That was the message from humorist
Dick Gregory, who warned Negroes of
Dallas County not to waste their votes
on white Democratic candidates,

Gregory kept his crowd laughing for
more than an hour, Hishumor wasbit-
ing, and he spared no words on those
who would give the Negro vote to white
politicians, He spoke at a rally heldby
Dallas County’s independent party to
mark the first anniversary of the Selma
to Montgomery march,

¢It’s not surprising what a lot of
preachers been doing,” he said,

“After all, the church already got a
cross--it just takes one more to make
a double cross,”

He said that politicians are going tobe
making deals and using all the tricks to
stay in power with the Negro vote,

¢““We've learned to actthe fool solong
that sometimes it gets carried too far,

¢“They’ve already got the biggest
trick goin’, They gotJim Clark running
against that other fool, and if either one
of ’em wins you all are gonna end up
looking the fool,

“Just watch all the deals gonna be
made, Whitey’s gonna be comin’ around
and whisperin’ in people’s ears and
handin’ out money.

“And they'll tell you, ‘If you do this
for me I’m gonna take care of you nig-
gers,”

He warned the people not to fall for
“the lesser of two evils,”

“I1f a man has a choicebetweenmar-
rying a girl that’s a prostitute seven
days a week and one that’s only a prosti-
tute on the week-ends, he might decide

(CONTINUED ON PAGE o, Col, 1)
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Flowers Campaign Runs

Aground in Port City

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--Richmond Flowers’ cam-
paign for governor broke into the open
here this week, Flowers had been to
Mobile earlier in the campaign, but
those trips were malnly for private
meetings with leading Negro and white
supporters,

This time, he hadabig integratedre-
ception Monday night at a home in a
white section of town,

Tuesday, campaign workers opened
a headquarters in downtown Mobile and
said they would open another office soon
on Davis Avenue inthe main Negro sec-
tion of the city,

One of their first jobs will have tobe
undoing damage caused by Flowers’
fallure to appear at a rally in a Negro
church Monday night, where about 200
people turned out expecting to see him,

Forty-five minutes after Flowers
was supposed to appear, his campaign
manager arrived and said a scheduling
conflict made it impossiblefor Flowers
to come,

Many people at the rally resented
having come 4o hear Flowers and then

finally hearing his campaign manager

instead, Flowers may lose a few votes
because of it, but he has much bigger
worries than this in Mobile,

One is that the turnout of Negro voters
may be small compared to the rest of
the state,

C,H, Montgomery, a Negro running
for the state ]egislature, and Dr, W, L,
Russell, a Negro dentist running for the
school board, have conducted very quiet
campaigns, Neither of them nor the
candidates for other offices, except
governor, have generated much enthu-
siasm yet upon Negro voters,

The second problem is that thousands
of Negro workers are union members
and the Alabama Labor Council, AFL-
CIO, has endorsed Carl Elliott for gov-
ernor,

Isom Clemon, a union leader here,
says he expects Negro union members
and their wives to vote pretty solidly for
Elliott, And George Dixon, president of
the Negro dock workers union, says that

when organizers of Monday night’s rally
asked to have the rally in the union hall,
he had to turn them down because they
intended to have Flowers on the pro-
gram,

BY ROBERT E, SMITH
MONTGOMERY --Can-

didates who faced a Negro
political group’s inter-
view committee here last
weekend got a good idea
what is worrying Negro
voters in the state,

The big concern is money, First on
everybody’s list of questions for the
politicians was ¢“Will you use the in-
fluence of your office to employ Negroes
in all categories and all levels,, .?”

The representatives let the candi-
dates know that Negroes are worried
about what are usually called ‘bread
and butter issues,”

The interview committee of SCLC’s
Confederation of Alabama’s Political
Organizations wanted to know about
jobs, and improving the state’s econo-
my, and guaranteedminimum wage, and
fair employment.,

“They wanted to know how the candi-
dates intended to beef up the economy
of the state,” sald one man present at
the private meeting,

One person asked about development
of Alabama’s natural waterways to
bring more business thropgh the state;
another wanted to know,why Alabama
didn’t have research facilities and
‘‘prain trusts’ like other states, Some-
body complained about telephone costs,

Some of the candidates weren’t ready
for all of this, saida committeemember,
¢ Perhaps thewhite candidates were ex-
pecting more questions from Negroes
about civil rights,”

To be sure,enforcement of the feder-

al civil rights laws and voter registra-
tion were very much on the minds of the
confederation interviewers, and there
were questions on these subjects, One
candidate was asked what he would do
to get rid of the Ku Klux Klan,

But more and better jobs were the
prime concern, A question about ap-
pointing Negroes tostate jobs was asked
of every candidate,

And they asked the candidates for
governor--only Richmond Flowers and
Jim Folsom were there Saturday--
about Negro state troopers, Negro
judges, Negro members of state com-
missions, and full desegregation of the
Alabama National Guard,

“Those candidates knew when they
saw you they weren’t looking atabunch
of fools,” SCLC’s Hosea Williams said
to the people after the politicians had
left.

Say ‘Tree-grow’

MONTGOMERY --Some of the
candidates who appeared before the
interview committee of the Confed-
eration of Alabama’s Political Or-
ganizations last Saturday were
caught saying *nigra’ or ‘“nigger,”

When that happened, which was of-
ten, somebody would jump up from
the audience and straighten the man
out,

Usually it was Hosea Williams of
SCLC who would say, * Look, you can
say ‘tree’ and you can say ‘grow,’
Now say ‘tree-grow’ and ‘Ne-gro,’ !

Former Loiondes Residents Send Food

SECRET POLL FINDS

MONTGOMERY--What are the problems white peo-
ple think they face this electionyear? To no one’s sur-
prise, about nine out of ten think that ‘“race and civil

rights??

is the biggest problem facing Alabama,

White women think about racial issues more than
white men, and they tend to be more moderate. Women
are less concerned than men aboutthe federalgovern-

ment and about state’s
rights, They are more
concerned than menabout
demonstrations and vio=-
lence and about civil
rights workers,

Beyond the race issue, nearly seven
out of ten white voters in Alabama feel
that beefing up theecondmy isalsoa big
problem they face, After that, 41 per
cent of the women and 28 per cent of the
men are worried about schools,

These are the results of a private
survey taken inJanuaryinAlabamabya
national polling company for one of the
major candidates,

The conclusion of the professional
pollster: ¢‘¢Race, . ,is on the mind of
nearly every white voter, but the voice
of moderation can be heard and econo-
mic problems and education are also
very important issues to the white vot-
ers of the state,”’

The polling people advised the candi-
date that a politician who can “‘run on
race will attract a lot of attention and
sympathy but the candidate who runs on
the economic problems of the state and
education will be talking to justas many
people and many of them will be the
same,”

Voters who like a candidate’s stand
on either race or education-economics
but not his stand onboth issues would be
“faced with a very difficult decision?’ in

Folks Up North Remember

BY LARRY FREUDIGER

LOWNDESBORO--Farmers in this
Black Belt county, which has received
national attention as the first Southern
movement for independent Negro poli-
tics, have been receiving help from
their black brothers who have moved
North,

The Michigan Lowndes County Chris-
tlan Movement has been sending $100a
month to the Lowndes County Christian
Movement for Human Rights and last
week shipped more than a ton of food
and clothing collected in the ghettos of
Detroit, Mich,

Last Saturday trucksunloadedpartof
the food at the tent city settlement on
U, 8, Highway 80 (above),

The Michigan organization was begun
by Simon P, Owens, a former Lowndes

County resident now living in Detroit,
and Willlam Cosby, an active member
of the Lowndes County movement and
the Lowndes County Freedom Organi-
zation,

Owens visited his old home county
last year and found that the struggle
to survive was as urgent as the strug-
gle for freedom, He found that those
who work are mostly farm laborers re-
celving around $3 a day,

For about 1500 families, support
comes from one parent, who is a farm
laborer,

Tenant farmers are no better off, as
their monthly returns from the land-
owners average between $30 and $40 a
month,

And since January almost 60 families
have been evicted from land they have

farmed for generations, Most of them
say the evictions are due to activities
with the freedom movement,

Most of the homeless families have
been able to move in with friends or
relatives, and four families have moved
into the group of tents known as Free-
dom City.

There are no jobs to be hadfor these
people, and their only support comes
from individual donations and the MicHe
igan people,

The Michigan group has been sending
money since July, Last month it got a
Detroit minister to announce on his Sun-
day radioprogram thatfood and clothing
were being collected for Lowndes Coun-
ty.

The 2300 pounds of supplies were
shipped free by the teamsters union,

the privacy of the votirgbooth, the can-
didate was told.

The poll showed thatabout one-fourth
of the white people in the state think the
federal government should keep out of
matters of segregation, Twelve per
cent said, ‘“Keep civil rights workers
out and stop demonstrations,” One out
of ten opposed any integration,

Twelve per cent of the white folks
favored moderation; integration is in-
evitable, they said,

The candidate was told that the num-
ber of people questioned who hold seg-
regationist views of one sortor another
totals 61 per cent of all white voters,
Twenty-six per cent of the white voters
held what would generally be called
‘‘moderate’” or integrationist views,

Six per cent of all the womenand two
per cent of the men told the poll-takers
that they thought continuation of Gover=
nor George C, Wallace’s policies was
their number-one concern,

In general, men proved to be more
concerned than women with pocketbook
issues, About a fifth of the men wanted
to see more industry come to Alabama
and this, they sald, was the greatest
need of the state,

Nearly 40 per cent of the women,
compared to 23 per cent of the men, said
more and better teachers, equipment,
schools-and pupil transportation are
important problems facing voters,

Sen. Gilchrist
In Tuscaloosa

BY DAPHNA SIMPSON

TUSCALOOSA--It seemed very much
like a big family reunion,

The Jetz, a rock ’n’ roll band of
youngsters with Beatle haircuts, played
a loud and tuneful song called ‘‘Double
Shot.ﬂ

Men in suits and women in well-tai-
lored clothes wandered about talking
and laughing,

A two-year old performed the twist
amid TV cables,

An old manpassed outa sample ballot
advertising a local candidate,

And State Senator Bob Gilchrist
walked through the crowd of perhaps
75 people shaking hands,

The rally took place Monday at Gil-
christ’s headquarters,.and when Gil-
christ stepped onto the porch to make
his speech, enthusiastic applause broke
out,

“The last threeadministrations have
borrowed money for highways and spent
every penny, Political favors have been
paid out of your taxes to build state high-
ways, If I am elected, I willcall in the
best people in their fields for the high-
way department--and notchoose some-
body because they are a member of the
Ku Klux Klan,”

Applause,

“My mother taught school after my
father died. I can remember having to
buy groceries on creditbecause the $65
a month she made was not enough,

“For 12years]have worked for high-
er salaries for teachers in the state of
Alabama, [ will continue to work for
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO, Col, 5)
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Editorial Opinion
Have a Seat, Hosea

The thousands of newly registered voters in the
state need an institution to help them develop a quick
political education and to watch out for their interests
at election time. Thus,the Confederationof Alabama’s
Political Organizations was born,

Its members arecloser thananybody else tothe peo-
ple with the greatest needsinthis state. New to poli-
tics but quick to learn, from the small towns and rural
areas, the confederation members truly represent
these newly registered voters,

Any candidate who faced the confederation’s inter-
views last Saturday must have known that the repre-
sentatives there knew the needs of the people.

The new confederation has succeeded thus far thanks
to the organizational talents of SCLC’s Hosea Williams,

But Williams said at the March 5 meeting when the
group was forming that it was going to be run by its
elected representatives, not by SCLC, and not by Hosea
Williams,

COAPO, a refreshing venture in American politics,
would fail if it became a one-man show,

More than a month has passed, and Williams is still
a-yellin’ and a-hollerin’ at COAPO meetings. He is
setting the rules, and putting inindirectplugsfor can-
didates, Williams’ secretary keeps all the records of
the confederation,

The Rev, T. Y. Rogers of Tuscaloosa and Lonnie L.
Brown of Wilcox County are the elected leaders of
COAPO, and itis their responsibility to runthe confed-
eration, Williams is notanofficer of the organization.

It is time for Hosea Williams to take a seat on the
sidelines, But give him a hand as he goes, folks,

No Show

There are several things Dr, Martin Luther KingJr,
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“ean do, but one thing he cannot do is be in two places

at once.

People at the SouthernChristian Leadership Confer=-
ence, who should know better, have a way of promising
the appearance of Dr, King when there is not the slight-
est chance that the man can appear,

It is bad manners for SCLC topromise Dr, King for
a speech when they know thathis schedule will not per-
mit it, And itisaninsultto the people of a community
to have them fill a meeting place with the idea they are
going to hear Dr, King, when there is only a slight
chance they really will hear him

After a while, people are not going to believe all
those advance notices about a speech by Dr, King, And
there may come a time when Dr, King DOES show up,
but the disbelieving people willhave stayedhome., And
then everybody will be mad,

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

working, we never would have gotnoth-

We, the local people here in Birm-
ingham, Ala,, could notall affordan ed-
ucation, but there’s one thing we are
proud of, We will not in no means go
downtown to sip teaand eat cookies with
the white man to fool us or make us
think he loves us, We are not the Uncle
Tom type of people.

These preacher teachers is nothing
but flunkers for the city white people,

We don’t want the white folks good
words spoken to us, but we want our
freedom and a chance just as they do,
We are tired of so many socalled to be
for us, and working the poor unlearned
people here in Birmingham,

We give the teachers a job to teach
our children and pay their salary too,
because if it wasn’t for black women
birthing black children they surewould
not supply enough children tohavea job,

Ph,D,’s and B, S,’s didnotgetoutand
help get freedom bells ringing for the
poor and needy,

We went from door to door when you
all were too high and lifted up to go,
We are not going to follow the colored
lawyers here, who are NAACP workers
who do business under the table or
across the table, We want leaders who
won't sell us out to the white man par-
ties,

We have more than 30,000 to go and
vote; that’s all you all did, We have
been sold down the drain all our lifeby
Ph, D.s, B,5,s, and Mr, and Mrs,
Brains, Wehavebrains enough tonotbe
afraid to tell the white man we want to

" be free,

We can go and present our own self,
we no longer need Mr, and Mrs, Brains
here in Birmingham to speak for us, We
speak to theboard of education, We need
& man like Hosex Williams in Birming-.
ham“ to teach us anyhow, what to do,

We are notafraid of people, Wenever
have had a chance, We have been robbed
of our rights by our own people, We
Ill’ people to lead who don’t worry

sbout the dollars before we start to

ing here in Birmingham without Dr,
Martin L, King sending his staff work-
ers here,

We want Hosea Williams todirect our
people here in the Magic City, Weneed
Hosea, we don’t have a teacher or law-
yers here to come to the people, They
are too big to meet the little people,

We need to talk to the preachers who
spend all their time in the pulpit preach-
ing and not teaching the people, We pay
them plenty money, that’s all for them
to live high up over thé poor peoples,
The Lord said *the poor would be with
us always,”

Mrs, Julia Smith
Birmingham, Ala,

Wilcax Urges Pupils
Not to Transfer

CAMDEN--The federal government
has filed a suitagainst the Wilcox Coun-
ty Board of Education calling for an end
to school segregation,

Federal courts usually rule that stu-
dents must be allowed to attend any
school they want to, So justin case Wil
cox is ordered to comeup witha ‘free-
dom ©of choice’ plan, the board has al-
ready passed out an information sheet
for parents, It reads:

“In an effort to prevent the destruc-
the school system of Wilcox

of
% as we know itand realizing what
best, we are asking thatyou promote

and encourage your children to continue
in the school in which they are now at-
tending, In eur honéstopinion, integra-

tion or desegregation is not good for ed-
ucation; it is against sound educational
principles and works to the disadvan-
tage and to the detriment of bothraces,
It is our further opinion that in all this
controversy the person who has invari-
ably suffered is the child,’”
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First They Listened,

SELMA--Before the music started in
orrville the other night, first there was
speaking, And more speaking,

After two hours of speeches, theband
started in and the young people started

to dance, Even the SNCC workers had
a good time,
SNCC’s Julian Bond (above, left) was
there, and he spoke about Negro votes,
There is no point in voting for white

people in the South,

SNCC’s work among Negroes,

Students May Work With Poor Whites

ATLANTA, Ga.-- A two-year-old group of Southern college students has
made informal plans to set up projects that would try to organize poor white

Up to now, the Southern Student Organizing Committee (SSOC), which held
a conference here last weekend, has been aservice and educational organiza-
tion providing contact between the civil rights movement and white Southern’
students, Most of SSOC’s members are white,

Students at the conference said that they thought poor white communities in
the South shared the same kinds of economic problems that Negroes have,

Stokely Carmichael of the Alabama Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC) told the students about SNCC*s work and about the building of
the independent Lowndes County Freedom Organization.

SNCC has long urged SSOC to work with poor whites in ways similar to

A.W. Todd Campaigning

A Half Hour of Soup,

Crackers, and Politics

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

OPELIKA--“I’m againstoutside agi-
tators and inside agitators,’” saldA, W,
Todd, the state’s only agriculture com-
missioner and one of ten Democratic
candidates for governor, He tore open
a cellophane bag of oyster crackers,

#The first thing I’'m going to do as
governor is setupabi-racial committee
to work out our problems inside Alaba-
ma,’”” He tilted the open cracker bag
over his bowl of vegetable soup.

“The streets aren’t the place to solve
our problems, Neither are the courts,
I’m not going to carry the first case to
court, We've lost every single one of
real importance,”’

He sprinkled the crackers into his
soup, Not too many crackers, and not
too few, It was a middle-of-the-road
sort of sprinkle,

“The place to settle our differences
is around a conference table in the gov=-
ernor’s office,”” he said, ‘The South
will solve its racial problems sooner
than the North if we use our own ener-
gies and talents to solve them,”

It was h-if an hour past warm, sunny
noon on Tuesday, Theagriculture com-
missioner had just stumped into Lee
County after a frustrating morning in
Phenix City,

“Some of those cars had a Patterson
sticker on one bumper and a Wallace
on the other,” sigheda weary Todd sup-
porter. But Todd himself didn’t seem
very upset about it,

In Opelika, he walked briskly in and
out of adozen stores, shaking every free

Swedes--all the differentgroups willbe
represented. We?’ll get their leaders
from business, industry, agriculture,
education, and government,”’

That reminded him of something
pleasant,

“Did you know Lieutenant Governor
Jim Allen has consented to chair the
Committee for a Greater Alabama?" he
asked, ¢That willbea state-wide com=
mittee of leaders from science, labor,
education, literature--all areas of hu-
man endeavor,

“They’ll work with me and the legis«
lature in an advisory capacity, Reap=
portionment is going to give the legis-
lature a lot of people who are new in
government, This way they’ll have
sound advice and we can make real pro-
gress,”

Todd talked enthusiastically abouthis
plans to raise teachers’ salaries, lower
taxes, attract new industry, and create
a docks authority and highway commis-
sion,

“For years the governor’s been trad-
ing roads for legislation he wants
passed,’” Todd said, “‘We’ll stop that
by taking the highways out of his con-
trol,”

It was one o’clock, Todd put down
his soup spoon and reached for his hat,
‘‘My program should appeal to the ma-
jority of all voters, white and Negro,”
he said, smiling. He shook hands with
three customers and the cafe cashier,
In ten minutes, he was on his way to
Lanett,

hand he could find, Butwhenheentered Sermon of the Week

a small cafe, he took off his hatand sat
down to eat, For dinner he had soup,
crackers, and politics,

“A bi-racial committee has worked
in Birmingham,” he said, between
spoonfuls, It will work for the whole
state, Whites, Negroes,Jews, Italians,

Sunrise Service
in Montgomery

MONTGOMERY -- “And when the
sabbath was past Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James, and Salome
had brought sweet spices, that they
might come and anoint him, '

¢“And very early in the morning the
first day of the week, they came unto the
sepulchre at the rising of the sun,

“And they said among themselves,
Who shall roll us away the stone from
the door of the sepulchre?"

The Rev, Percy Smith Jr, used this
passage from the lastverse of Mark for
his Easter message,

Mr, Smithpreached at an outside sun-
rise service at Alabama State College
to mark the “first day of the week, , .
at the rising sun” when it was dis-
covered, ‘‘He is risen,”

Mr, Smith, pastor of Mt, Zion A, M.E,
Zion Church, said those words of the
three women might have been said by
the Romans, Their intention was to
close up the influence of the church, to
stop it from speaking, he said, Butthe
influence of Christ and of the church
lasted, he said,

“The stones of fear, hate, and death
did not close up the church,” Mr, Sinith
continued, .

A chorus of 100 voices directedby the
Rev, J, E, Noble of the State Baptist
Convention and Lilly Baptist Church,
provided Easter music for the early
morning service in Hornet Stadium at

.the college,

Then They Danced

politicians who won’t vote for the needs
of the Negro people, Bond said, The
young representative-elect to the Geor-
gian legislature warned against white
politicians who will come in and shake
the Negro’s hand around election time
and then goaway for another four years,

“We are our own best representa-
tives,” Bond said,

A, D, Smith, temporary vice presi-
dent of the Dallas County Independent
Voters Organization, tooka shotat edu-
cated Negroes whoforget the people who
sacrificed to gain them their education,

Samson Crum, the first Negro candi-
date for sheriff inDallas County, also
spoke at the voters organization rally
and dance, He told why he decided to
run for sheriff: ¢ Peoplewereafraidto

GILCHRIST IN

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
this, and I willbuild an educational sys-
tem in Alabama thatis second tonone,’

Applause,

“I'm tired of reading in the newspa-
pers about demonstrations,

“I'm tired of reading about what’s
wrong with America, because there’sa
lot that’s right about America,

“¢And I want to work for a government
in Alabama that’s for the good of Amer-
ica, Lying in the streetsdetractsfrom
the dignity of the human being, The
United States doesn’t need this, I want
to build Alabama for the United States
of America,”

Applause,

run for office, They’d volunteer and
then withdraw at the last minute,”

And Clarence Williams, chairman of
the voters organization, said a few

. Words, explaining the political aims of

the group.

‘‘People say this is black democracy
and that that’s bad, Buthow couldblack
democracy be any worse for us than the
white democracy we’ve been living
under for the last 100 years?'*

John Hulett, president of the Lowndes
County Freedom Organization spoke
about the aims of the black panther par-
ty, and then Stokely Carmichael of Ala-
bama SNCC made a speech,

By 10:30 p,m,, it was time to dance,

TUSCALOOSA

“It is more important to know the
philosophy of government of a candi-
date than his campaign promises, That
way, you canknow how the man you elect
will act in any given situation,??

Applause,

Senator Gilchrist once more walked
through the crowd shaking hands as the
band played more rock, People lingered
to talk to friends,

As two women were leaving, one
asked, ‘“Well, who are yougoing to vote
for???

“1 don’t know,” shrugged her com-
panion, ¢‘‘But.that Senator Bob sure is
a nice young man,”

A SCENE FROM THE CONCLUSION OF *HISTORY OF THE NEGRO PEOPLE"

BY MARY MOULTRIE

The National Educational Television
network (ETV) has produced a nine-
program series called ‘“History of the
Negro People.””

. Due to the make-up of this series,
thete is much doubt that it will be shown
in the South,

The films have been available since
last year, but Alabama’s educational
television network has still not decided
whether to show them, For this reason,
here is a brief summarized profile of
the programs,.and their significance,

The first show deals with thaHeritage
of the Negro, the first knowledge df his
existence, and an exploration of his lit-
tle-known past through art, sculpture,
and present-day pageantry which should
reflect the old cultures,

The second in the series explores the
Southern way of life for the Negro and
the white, with interviews from mem-
bers of both races,

The third program, Slavery, givesa
portrait of life in chains, based on actual
testimonies of former slaves,

The fourth program is Brazil: The
Vanishing Negro, It tells of a trend
amowg dark Negroes to marry lighter
" skinned Negroes in order to have chil-
dren with lighter skin, And it shows
Afro-Brazilian religious ceremonies,
which reflect the African influences in
the Brazilian culture,

Program five, Free at Last, traces
the history of the American Negrofrom
emancipation to the end of World War
11, while the sixth serial, Omowale: The

Child Returns Home, deals with the
American Negro who goes to Africa,

The seventh in the series, called New
Mood, traces the impact of the new Ne-
gro militancy on both Negro and white
Americans in the years since the mo-
mentous Supreme Court school deci-
sion of 1954,

Program eight is entitled Our Coun-
try, Too, and is an essay on the inner
world of the American Negro, his
values, his attitudes, and his impres-
sions of life, _

Program nine, which concludes the
series, I8 The Future and the Negro, It
is composed of discussions by distin-
guished persons in the fields of inter-
national Telations, education, and civil
rights, N

The intention of this series is togive
the publit a good look at the Negro, and
understand him in his natural habitat,
And to settle the issue of whether tbo
Negro has a history or not,

It is said that the Negro is a man with-
out a past, With this attitude in mind,
historians saw the need for extensive
research and investigation, It ishoped
that the lost history of a people will be
restored for all time,

That is what the “History d the Ne-
gro People” series is all about,

(il

A free booklet with highlights and
memmuuaml-
able from National Educational Tele-
vision, Department of Program Utiliza«
tion, 1oeolumb-cm. New York,
ll'lrl.wl'-
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A Rally

~ In Selma

TEXT BY LARRY FREUDIGER PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES H, PEPPLER

SELMA--By the time Samson Crum, anindependent
candidate for sheriff, rose to address the crowd gath-
ered to mark one year since the Selmato Montgomery
march, people were beginning to get a little tired of
standing in the hot sun,

The all-day event had attracted some 600 people at
different times, and at times it seemed that what was
being said on the platform was very nice but had little
to do with the people of Selma who had showed up,

When Crum began to talk, there waslittle doubt that
the people remembered well the ordeals of last year,

He wanted the people to know that they now held the
power to determine their ownfuture, and thatthe same
men who beat them and tried to hold them back last
year were now trying to get their votes,

Few in the crowd had been aware that Samson Crum
was going to run for sheriff, but the response was im-
mediate and enthusiastic.

He told them that the Democratic Party was out to
swallow up the Negro vote and make it meaningless,

‘“If we have to answer tothose politicians, scheming
day and night, we’ll be no better off than we were in
1964, Crum said,

The folks in the audience stopped talking to one
another and began to respond,

He told of the battles of lastyear,and every time he
mentioned the parts played by Jim Clark or Wilson

Baker, the present Democratic sheriff
candidates, he would look out at the
crowd and say:

“But you're golng to forget all that
on May third,”

¢“No we won’t,” they shouted, ‘‘Nev-
er|»

“Jim Clark hasn’t changed,’”” hecon-
clnded,’”” and Wilson Baker’s just a little
bit smarter, That’s the only differ-
ence,’’

Crum is the sheriff candidate of the
Dallas County Independent Free Voters
Organization, which sponsored the ral-
ly.

The organization was formed about
six weeks ago by Dallas County SNCC
and SCLC to run Negroes for public of-
fice independent of the Democratic Par-
ty.

The group will hold amass meeting on
May 3 to nominate candidates who will
appear on the November ballot against
whoever wins the Democratic primary,

Crum was followed by the Rev, Ernest
M, Bradford, chairman of Dallas County
SHAPE (Self-Help Against Poverty for
Everyone),

He said that SHAPE had been formed
by the Negro people themselves, inor-
der that they might have representation
in the war onpoverty when federal mon-
ey came to Dallas County,

But the white community in Selma set
up a bi-racial committee, with Negro
members who, SHAPE says, were hand
picked to be responsive to the whites,

Mrs, Pearl Moorer then gave abrief
but fiery message from the Dallas
County Farmer Movement, a group of
tenant farmers who have receivedevic-
tion notices since complaining that their
landlord was cheating them out of fed-
eral funds,

“They told some of us to move back in
December, but we ain’t moved yet and
we don’t intend to move,” she said,

‘““We're gonna march right intotown,
and ain’t no Jim Clark gonna turn us
around,”’

At this point comedian Dick Gregory
arrived from Chicago and joked about
the Dallas County Voters League and
ministers who are now urging Negroes
to vote for Wilson Baker,

He glanced over at Brown’s Chapel
and said, “Someone just asked me if I
was going to Easter services, but it’s
getting so you don’t know which church
to go to any more,’?
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A FEW MILES FROM MONTGOMERY, OUR LADY OF FATIMA CHAPEL AND SCHOOL IS THE ONLY OR-
PHANAGE IN ALABAMA THAT CARES FOR NEGRO TEEN-AGERS--AND IT ACCEPTS ONLY BOYS,

THE SOUTHERN COURIER

They All Live at ‘Our Lady’

A Family of 40 Young

BY LARRY FREUDIGER

MONTGOMERY -- A small
clump of buildings stands a little
way back from the Atlanta High-
way several miles out of Mont-
gomery.

The cars whiz by. Thedrivers
don’t know there is anything unusual to see,

But the little clump of buildings is the only or-
phanage in the state for teen-aged Negroboys, Our
Lady of Fatima Chapel and School for Boys is home
for some 40 youngsters, aged about 10 to 18,

It is also the life work of Father Michael Caswell,

“There just wasn’t any place for theseboys,” he
said, So, in 1949, he set about raising funds, The
following year he opened one smallbuilding, and the
home was on its way,

Although that was 16 years ago, there still is no

center in Alabama where orphaned, teen-aged Negro
girls can find a home, But twoCatholic orphanages
in Mobile were integrated not long ago,and now take
boys and girls of both races up to about age 10 or
12,

Our Lady of Fatima Chapel and School receives
no federal or state funds, Father Caswell is not
supported by any particular Catholic order, As a
result, the home has to send financial appeals all
over the United States every year,

The boys now live in a college-type dormitory
which was built a piece at a time over four years
as money slowly trickledin, And the home is build-
ing a gymnasium, Father Caswell hopes it will be
finished in another year,

Books are not a very big problem, Catholic
schools have been quite eager togive their old books
to the home, Father Caswell said that Montgomery’s
military people have been very helpful in donating
books to the school,

The staff has grown to ten, but Father Caswell is
the only one who lives there full time,

The boys' come from all over the state,and from
many different backgrounds, Many are referred
there through churches, but most are sent by wel-
fare workers from the Department of Pensions and
Securities,

Father Caswell said he tries to take only boys
who need a home, but don’t need special help, The
school has no facilities to deal with juvenile delin-
quents or retarded children,

‘‘Ocasionally we do get boys who are retarded,
and it's a real problem, as we aren’t equipped to
help them,” he said,

The boys’ daily life is as informal and homelike
as possible,

They have few formal programs to attend, other
than school, On a free afternoon, they often pile in-
to a car and drive to Montgomery for a movie or a
baseball game, Or they stay home and organize a
game of marbles on a patch of dirt,

The staff buys the food and supplies, but the boys
themselves do all the cooking and laundry, They
also keep the yard in order,

Many boys have learned carpentry, plumbing,
painting, and other job skills from having to main-
tain the home,

The boys also raise some farm animals for sale,
It’s not unusual for a couple of curious pigs to keep
the boys company while they dp the chores or play
games,

In the early years of Our Lady theboys were sent
to school at St, Jude’s, way out on the opposite end
of Montgomery,

‘CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND MILITARY GROUPS GAVE OLD BOOKS TO THE LIBRARY

But classrooms were eventually added to the
original small building, The boys now attend all
their classes right there,

Father Caswell expects the school tobecomeac-
credited soon, although it is not graded before the
seventh grade, and is very short on teachers,

Since the boys arrive with many different back-
grounds, they are placed in classes grouped by
ability until they are ready to enter the seventh
grade,

To make the most of the few teachers, the school
gives classes like algebra and geometry only every
other year, Two or three grades take the same
class at once,

Two volunteers now tutor students whoneed spe-
cial help in certain subjects, Father Caswell said he
is always on the lookout for more teachers and
volunteers,

i
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FATHER MICHAEL CASWELL, A CATHOLIC PRIEST, FOUNDED OUR LADY OF FATIMA 16 YEARS AGO
WITH LOTS OF FAITH BUT NOT MUCH MONEY, THE HOME STARTED SMALL AND GREW SLOWLY,

THE GROTTO I8 A PEACEFUL PLACE FOR PRAYING, THINKING, OR JUST SITTING
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Election Year: Nitty-Gritty, SNFF, 2 Conddue Suea i O
GROW, and ‘This Has Been’

BY ROBERT E, SMITH
The increased Negro vote and the role
of civil rights groups in the election
have their effect on Alabama’s political
sideshow,
In Tuscaloosa County somebody went

IN MOBILE

IN BIRMINGHAM

———

around pasting signsonall the billboard
pictures of Carl Elliott so that it looks
as if the candidate is wearing anecktie
saying NEVER.

The trick in Macon County is toputa
bumper sticker on a traffic sign sothat
it reads STOP--WALLACE,

The sign infront of the new vocational
school in Montgomery has a PATTER=
SON sticker on top of the governor’s
name,

A black panther, symbol of the inde-
pendent Black Belt party, was pasted on
a window in the Macon County Court-
house, but it didn’t stay there for long,

For years, the Student Non-Violent
Coordinating Committee has been hear-
ing speakers talk about ‘‘getting down
to the nitty-gritty,” For last year’s
voter registration, SNCC printed up
yellow bumper stickers saying NITTY =
GRITTY IS COMING. . .. Now the signs
say NITTY-GRITTY IS HERE,

In’ Selma there is a campaign in Ne-
gro neighborhoods to vote for Wilson
Baker as ¢‘the lesser of two evils,”
which is a different election pitch, And
in Birmingham the SCLC office changed
a campaign poster to read AL LINGO
FOR POLICE BRUTALITY. In one of
the more interesting radio ads of the
campaign, former State Public Safety
Director Lingo is heard on Birming-
ham’s mostly Negro radio station, tothe
accompaniment of soap opera music,
saying the job of sheriff is a toughone,
a job for a man ten feet tall, and Al
Lingo is such a man,

Former Governor James E, Folsom
is handing out leaflets with a largepic-
ture of Big Jim andwith large lettering,
THIS HAS BEEN, Inside, you see that
“This has been” is the beginning of a
sentence about Folsom’s platform--the
Bill of Rights,

Political groups have picked up the
civil rights groups’ habit of using ini-
tials to tell their story,

The group of whites who hang around
Gene Crutcher’s Bookshop in Birming=
ham and trade anti-Wallace remarks
display GROW bumper stickers, GROW
stands for Get Rid of Wallace,

In Tuscaloosa, young people have
formed a club called SNFF--Students
and Negroes For Flowers,

IN MOBILE

IN HUNTSVILLE

An Honor for Voter Registration

TROY--Just about every county has
its person, usually a lady, who takes on
the job of getting people registered to
vote,

The job involves long hours of carry-
ing people to the courthouse, standing

MRS, JOHNNIE M, WARREN
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around taking down names and addres-
ses, and endlessbattling toget informa-
tion from.the registrars, And there is
no pay, of course,

In Pike County, the lady who has taken
that job was honored this weekas ¢Wo-
man of the Year’”of Gamma Lambda
Chapter, Iota Phi Lambda sorority,

Mrs, Johnnie M, Warren of Troyre-
ceived the community service awardfor
her work in political action,

Registration workers like Mrs, War-
ren havea problem either getting court-
house clerks to register people orget-
ting the people to the courthouse, And
sometimes there are both problems,

Mrs, Warren said that her greatest
problem was getting people to the court-
house on the days of registration,

‘Since the Voting Rights Act was
passed,” she said, *we have had no
trouble from the registrars,” As a
matter of fact Mrs, Warrennow has the
people at the courthouse calling her to
notify her of extra registration days,

When the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference’s SCOPE project came
to Troy last summer there were about
520 Negroes registered in Pike County,
SCOPE set up the Pike County Voters

League, and Mrs, Warren was named
president, Now there are more than
2,000 Negroes registered, Mrs, Warren
said,

She and her husband, Ed, parents of
two children, took time off tocarry peo-
ple to the courthouse in their own car,

‘“Sometimes you have to fight for
yourself, Sometimes Icouldn’tsleepat
night because itseemed we weren’t get-
ting anywhere,”?

Facing the Negro Voters

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

OPELIKA =-- ‘] don’t
know what you want me to
say,’”” said Charles W,
Gilmer, one of the 39
white men running for of-
fice in Lee County.

He looked around the Greater Peace
Baptist Church at 75 members of the
Lee County Voters League, an all-Ne-
gro group, He looked at three other
candidates, sitting together in a front
pew, Heshruggedand spread his hands,

““There isn’t much I can promise
you,” he said, ¢As tax collector I
won’t have any political influence,”

“We don’t want you or anyone to
promise us anything,” replied Dr,
Frank E, Steele, Opelika’s only Negro
physician and a vocal member of the
voters league, *The day of promises
is past, We want good government, We
haven’t been getting good government,
Do you agree?”?

Gilmer swallowed but he didn’t hesi-
tate, ¢ certainly do,’” he said, “I’m
with you 100 per cent,”” Then he sat
down,

A llgile man with gray hair anda soft
volce took his place, 1’1l do my best
to bring surplus food in to the county,”
said Roy W, Broach, a candidate for
county commissioner, The audience

applauded, Broachspoke a little louder,

““The county already works nigrason
the job,’ he said, That wasasfar as he
got,

“Who?"* shouted several men and
women, ‘“They work who?*?

“Let me hear you say that again,’
said the Rev, A, L, Wilson, president
of the voters league, But Dr, Steele
spoke first,

“This man can’t speak as well as
some,’” he said, ¢But he isn’t going to
say ‘nigger,’ If a college-trained per-
son says ‘nigra,’ that’s the end of him,
But someone without education, that’s
different,”” The audience became quiet
again,

C.G, Littleton, an insurance sales-
man and ambulance operator, promised
to be a conscientious coroner, “We
grew up together,” he added, ‘I hope
you feel toward me asIdotoward you,”

A man promptly questioned how Lit-
tleton feels toward Negroes,

“] was at an accident four years ago
when a policeman called for an ambu-
lance,’” the man said, ¢ The person on
the phone asked, ‘What race is the vic-
tim?* Was that you?"?

Littleton said it wasn’t, “I’ll go as
quick for Negro as for white, I serve
all the people,”

The last politician in line was the
most outspoken, He was also the only
one with any experience,

Democrat Rules Change

Upsets Negro Candidates

MONTGOMERY -- An unexpected
change in the rules has upset Negro
Democrats? plans to get representation
on the county executive committee here,

Five days before the qualification
deadline for candidates, the Democratic
Executive Committee, which is all
white, voted to change its rules so that
committee hopefuls run at large in the
whole county, instead of {from a pre-
cinct,

In other words, a person who wants
to get on the committee must be one of
the top 23 vote getters in the whole
county, instead of defeating one or two
opponents in his own neighborhood,

Negro voting workers say this makes
it more difficult for a Negro to be
elected, Montgomery County hasabout
42,000 whites registered, and slightly
more than half that number of Negroes
registered,

And, the Negro political leaders say,
the rules were made so late thatno Ne-
groes who are well known throughout
Montgomery County filed as candidates,

There are three Negroes running for
the committee, and Negro voters have
been grumbling about one or more of
them,

Only one showed up at a dinner of the
Negro Democratic bigwigs last Satur-
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day night, He was Alvin A, Holmes, as-
sistant registrar at Alabama State Col-
lege,

Sam Nash, a farmer in Spriggs, and
ArthurJ, Elmore,a teacher from Mont-
gomery, are the other two candidates,

Attorney Solomon S, Seay Jr, of Mont-
gomery said he would challenge the
rules in federal court, ¢¢Ourargument
will be similar to the one in the Bullock
County case, This rules change was in-
tended to keep Negroes from getting
elected, It violates the purpose of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965," Seay said,

Robert B, Stewart, chairman of the
Montgomery County Democratic Exe-
cutive Committee, wouldnotgivearea-
son for the rules change,

He said the members of the 23-mem-
ber committee voted for the change, It
was announced Feb, 25, the Friday be-
fore the Tuesday filing deadline for
candidates,

Montgomery has one other Negro
running for county office, He is the
Rev, Jesse L, Douglas, president of the
Montgomer) Improvement Association,
the civic group started during the bus
boycott in 1955, Mr, Douglas is run-
ning for the school board,

¢] don’t ever intend to dodge any is-
sue of any type inany wayatany time,”
said Judge C,S, Whittelsey of the Lee
County Common Pleas Court, a candi-
date for re-election, *‘If you can find
a man with a better record than mine
for impartiality, elect him,””

Dr, Steele asked the judge why he
hadn’t given the county Democratic
Executive Committee a voters league
list of Negro poll watchers,

“] don’t plan to lose friends in one
place to win them inanother,” Whittel-
sey replied, “That’s not good politics,
doctor,”

‘“He’s honest, I like that much about
him,” said Mr, Wilson after the candi-
dates had left the meeting, **But there’s
a difference between being honest and
being fair,”

Only the four candidates came to the
voters league meeting, ButMr, Wilson
said the other 35 had been invited, He
also said they probably won’tbe invited
again,

“If they want our votes, they should
come when we ask them--not when they
get ready,’” he explained, ‘‘We've got
other work to do now, We’vegotto or-
ganize 3,500 voters,”

Those 3,500 Negro voters are less
than 25 per cent of the total in Lee
County, They can’t show their strength
by voting for a Negro candidate, be-
cause there aren’t any Negro candi-
dates, But league leaders hope topro-
duce a bloc vote for league-endorsed
candidates, The selections will be an-
nounced later this month,

““We're like an embryo,” said Dr,
Steele at the end of the meeting, ‘*We’re
just starting--we’re waiting tobe born,
But we have stirred people up.

“This is one time when we have to
follow the leader. When the league says
vote for somebody, vote for him even if
you hate his guts,””

VYOTE FOR
Otis Pinkard
for Tax Collector
Macon County
Democratic Primary May 3

(Pd, Pol, Adv, by Otis Pinkard,
Tuskegee, Alabama)
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No More Open Seas

THAT’S CAMPAIGN PROMISE
OF CANDIDATE FOR SHERIFF

BY MARY ELLEN GALE
INDIAN CREEK--‘“If
you kill a bird out of sea-
son, somebody’s gonna
get you for it,”” said H, O.
Williams, the first Negro
to run for Bullock County
sheriff in at least 100
years,

“There’s a season on birds, But
there’s no season on us, The white man
can come and beat you up whenever he
feels like it,”

His audience, 75 people sitting on
hard wooden benches in Mt, Calvary
Baptist Church, burst into applause,

“Just a few years ago we had three
white candidates sitting right up there,””
said Williams, He pointed to a row of
chairs behind the altar,

“They made us a lot of promises,
They said they were going to treat ev-
erybody equal, Well, does anyone know
of any white person who’s been beaten
or kicked? But we got a manhere with
us tonight to tell us whathappens to Ne-

groes,”

williams swung around and looked at
a man sitting behind him, But the man
didn’t look up. He justsat,looking sad-
ly down at the floor, So Williams went
on,

«They say the vote changes things,"
he said, “It does. Now that we got a
majority, the white people want to shake
your hand, They’ll even call you ‘Mr,*
But you take a rattlesnake and cut his
tail off--he don’t rattle nomorebut he’ll
still bite you,”

Everybody laughed and clapped, But
Wwilllams wasn’t through,

“QOne night some of these Uncle Toms
are gonna sneak in to your house and
say, ‘Don’t vote for Red Williams, It's
not time,” And the white man’s gonna
come and say he’s been good to y’all,
You know what he means by that?

“When I was a boy,Ionly hadto go to
school four and a half or five months ev-
ery year, But the white boys down the
street went for nine months, Now they
say Negroes don't have enough educa-
tion, How could you have any?”

DICK GREGORY

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

to take the lesser of two evils,

«“But even if he takes the week-end
prostitute, he’s still married to a
whore,”’

(In Montgomery later, Gregory ad-
vised Negroes, when white politicians
approach them, ¢Take that dough, take
that bread,” Then, he said, *On elec-
tion day pull the switch on ’em,”
Gregory told Negroes to vote for the
opponent of the manwho offers money or
to vote for no one, ‘*Nothing scares a
politician more than people stayin’ away
from the polls,’”)

Gregory, raised in a poor family in
Chicago, is now one of the highest paid
entertainers inthe country, He hasbeen
active in civil rights work in his home
town and in the South, and runs a founda-
tion to fight juvenile crime,

He told the people to watchfor tricks
everywhere, He saidalotof people talk
about love of country and regret the vio-
lence in Watts,

“But you know, when George Wash-
ington and his bunch of hoodlums told
Mama England they weren’t gonna pay
taxes and went and dumped Daddy’s tea
in Boston Harbor, that was Watts,

“Once youunderstand where the trick

is, you can trick the trick,”

Although he never mentioned names,
he made it quite clear thathis remarks
about a double-cross had beendirected
at the Dallas County Voters Leagueand
its president, the Rev., F,D, Reese,

He held upa copy of the Selma Times-
Journal, which had a front-page news-
paper story on Mr, Reese’s attack on the
independent freedom organizations,

“Kind of makes you wonder when a
Negro leader gets on the front page up
there with all those white folks,

“And the funny thing is that right next
to it there’s a picture of Jesus on the
cross,

“You know, they denied him too,”

t“Watch out for those preachers, Cap-
tain’ll double-cross you with the Bible
when it’s his rent gotta be paid,

¢“And when you go to churchtry doin’
a little more listening and a little less
hollering, You might find out when
you're hollering old preacher’s just
moving his lips,”

He ended by promising the people he
would keep in touch and return some-
time before the May primary election,

] think 1’11 come down then and talk
some names,”’

RUFUS C, HUFFMAN
Running for tax assessor

Most of the people on the benches
murmured and nodded their heads, But
Williams said he was looking for some-
thing besides nods and murmurs, He
was looking for votes, He said he wanted
to see all 3,400 Negro voters in Bullock
County at the polls May 3, tooutvote the
2,300 registered whites,

After Williams finished, Jessie L,
Coleman, the sad-looking man, spoke
for a few minutes, He said he went to
sleep in his car along the highway a few
nights earlier,

“The next I knew anything,” he said,
¢‘someone was hitting me, Myface was
bleeding, There were four or five po-
licemen, They took me to jail, They
said I was resisting arrest, How could
I resist five with my bare hands?"

The people in the audience looked an-
gry. Wilbon Thomas, head of the Mid-
way NAACP branch, told them he hoped
they were as angry as they looked, He
said that was why the meeting was being
held in their small church ten miles
south of Union Springs.

“This freedom course 1s going from
town to town to stir the communities
up,” he said, “We want togetyour at-
tention, We want you to know that the
men here are fully qualified for office,
They have the courage to run, They
have the background and training, And
they’re each one of us,”

Williams, whoowns a TV repair shop,
has two opponents in the race for sher-
iff, One of them,C,M, BlueJr,,already
holds the job, He claims he has the sup-
port of ¢call the people, colored and
white,” The third candidate is R, E,
Newman, a retired city policeman,

Rufus C, Huffman,a Negro teacher, is
running for tax assessor against two
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Win Cash Prizes!
PLAY SINGLE-NUMBER

KENO

RULES

Super Market

The People’s Store

Griffin Ave, at Broad St.--Selma, Ala.

Get a KENO cardat the B& P Super Mar-
ket in Selma each time youbuy grocer-
ies, Each KENO card has anumber be-
tween 1 and 100, Save KENO cardsand
bring them with you when you shop at
B&P, If you have a KENO card whose
number matches the card you get from
the cashier, you win from $100 to $500
cash, depending on the amount printed
on the cards., Matching KENO cards
must also be of the same color, and a
different color will be used every few
weeks, Contest begins Friday, April 1,
Play KENO every week at the B& P
Super Market!
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HENRY O, WILLIAMS
Running for sheriff
white men, He told the freedom course
that the tax assessor’s jobis¢‘the most
important in the county,”

“«More land has been taken from our
people through the probate judge’s of-
fice and tax assessor’s office than anyv
other way,” Huffman said, ‘“Thei’ve
been charging us the maximum rate and
chargirig themselves the lowest,

“Why are Negroes seeking office??
he asked, ‘Why has the white man held
office all these years? This is our great
opportunity to correct the mess the
white man has created.

“But we're not going to abuse him,
Though he’s been cruel to us, we’ll be
kind to him, The best way to destroy
an enemy is to make him into a friend.””

One other candidate spoke to the free-
dom course at Mt, Calvary Churchlast
week, He was Thomas Reed, one of two
Negroes running for Place No, 1 in the
31st House District (Macon, Bullock,
and Barbour counties),

After each of the candidates talked, 25
students from Merritt High School in
Midway sang freedom songs, They suns
special words, urging people to vote for
Williams, Huffman, Reed, and Fred
Gray, a Negro attornev running for
Place No, 2 in the 31st House District,

‘“There’s not a thing in the world we
can do without you,”” Williams told the
audience on behalf of all the candi lates,
“Unless you come out and vote as our
conscience dictates, we haven’t got a
chance,

“Don’t vote as the white man fells
you, Don’t hand your ballotback tohim
and let him read it, Don’t let an body
buy you off or scare you off,”?

“The ballot is power,” said Huffman,
“But if we don’t use it, we'll lose it,”

on 1in Bll]lOCk U.S. Official Not Hopeful

About Race Relations

BY DAVID R, UNDERHILL

MOBILE--*It's very difficult to be
optimistic about the race problem in
America,” according toBenHolman, of
the federal Community Relations Serv-
ice,

Holman sees some optimistic signsin
the area of race relations that he knows
best, the work of the Community Re-
lations Service, This agency is tohelp
communities settle racial problems
quietly,

“Our view is that if this problem is
going to be solved, it won’t be solved
through laws or in the courts,butin the
local communities, We’ve had a long
string of successes in the South, And
we’ve been well received where we have
gone in the South,”

But Holman, a Negro, found little rea-
son for optimism in other areasof race
relations, He said that the country “is
accepting changes in almost every part
of our life, except race relations, .. .
This nation still seems tobe ona course
of resisting racial change, of accepting
just barely enough to get by.”

The result is that ¢¢the masses of Ne-
groes 1n most cities have advanced only
slightly compared to the rest of the pop-
ulation, And the gap is widening, North
and South, , ,,.In almost every city,
almost all the Negroes live in one sec-
tion and that section is a true ghetto,*”

Holman said Negroes who once were
“‘willing to believe that the ideals of
American democracy would be reach-
ed” are now beginning to doubt this in
large numbers,

MEDICARE

WASHINGTON -- The deadline for
people over G5 years of age to sign up
for the government’s doctor bill insur-
ance has been extended to May 31,

They are doubting that integration
will really come, he said, They are
saying, “What is so great about this
white man’s middle class life that I
should break my neck trying toachieve
it.”” And theyare beginning to question
Christianity, “*a religion that preaches
one thing and practices another,¥

In these circumstances, *‘gradualism
won’t work,”” Holman argued,

He said bi-racial commissions area
form of gradualism that doesn’t work
because “the wrong Negroes are often
on them,”

“Watts is a good example, Theyhad
a commission there, but the people on
it were surprised when the riots broke
out and were absolutely helpless to do
anything about it,”

Not even the vote will work, Holman
said, although “many peoplebelieve the
battle is over, since the Negro can
vote,”

Holman said the solution would have
to come through individualsandprivate
groups working “to banish racism and
segregation from our communities?
and through government doing equally
“radicaland drastic things to save our
country from what it’s heading for at
the present time,”’

He suggested “massive relocation of
Negroes throughout metropolitan ar-
eas, taking them out of slums and put-
ting them in middle class neighbor-
hoods,””

HOUSE for RENT

"house for rent, Tastefully decora-
ted interior, Wired for air-condi-
tioning, modern plumbing, 1273
Glennon Ave,, near Davis, $50 per
month,

MOBILE, Charming three-room |

VOTE May 3rd FOR

The Man Who Cares For All
The People Of Macon County

And Who Knows Our Needs
- ELECT -

Charles G. Stokes

Commissioner
Board of Revenue District 1

I appreciate your vote and support
(Pd, Pol, Adv, by Charles G, Stokes, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama)

The Southern Courier
gives you the straight story

$ To know what’s happening

every week subscribe to

" THE SOUTHERN COURIER

Covering race relations in Alabama

$5 per year mailed in the South
$10 per year mailed in the North
$25 per year patron subscription

O —— N ——— ———— —— ————————— ——— T S — — N S e —— e — -

MAIL TO:

THE SOUTHERN COURIER
Room 622, I'rank Leu Bldg,

79 Commerce St,

Send me the SOUTHERN COURIER
for one year., I am sending check or
money order

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Name

Address

City
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