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THE REV, JOSEPH HICKS AND HIS CHILDREN

After His Children Integrate Local School

Farmer’s Cattle Killed by Poison

BY GAIL FALK

HARRISVILLE, Miss,
--When the Rev. Joseph
Hicks went out tohis pas-
ture Thanksgiving night,
he found one of his cows
lying dead.

I knew something wasn’t right,””
Hicks said later, ‘“ThenIlooked across
the pasture and saw several more of
them down,” In all, 11 of his cattle
were dead,

Hicks called the local veterinarian,
who came out and told him the cows had
been poisoned,

Some of the young calves liveda cou-
ple days longer, But, Hicks said, they
started ‘“wobblin’ ** and he had togetrid
of them, Now all that's left is one sick
milk cow--‘the poorest Jersey Ihad--
and it looks like she mightfall over any
time,” sald Hicks, He said the only
thing that saved her was being a picky
eater--*'she won’t “eat nothin’ that
smells funny,’”

Hicks, alarge, strong man witha gen-
tle voice and smiling eyes,farms a hilly

plot of land a few miles north of Harris-
ville in rural Simpson County, The
house where he lives is small and rough,
but the walls are gally decorated with
drawings and designs his four children
have made with crayons,

Hicks said his cattle were poisoned
because he had enrolled his three oldest
children--Roy Lee, 12, Troy Gilmore,
10, and Kathy, 8--in previously all-
whlte Harrisvllle High School, Theyare
the only Negro children attending Har-
risville High,

One reason he believes this, he said,
is that some of the white children at

Harrisville knew about the poisoning .

tirst thing Monday ‘morning, before the
story was public,

Besides, said Hicks, he and his chil-
dren have all heard of threats by white
people against his life, One Saturday
night in October, someone threw abot-
tle through a window of their house, he
said, and last month, the school bus his
children ride was shot full of buckshot
while parked in the driver’s yard,

When Hicks found his cattle dead or
dying, he called Simpson County Sheriff
Howard Varner, Varner came out and

looked around, but said he couldn'tfind
any clues,

So Hicks decided to look for himself,
On the edge of his cotton patch, he said,

“] found where (someone) had poured -

out sweet feed--there must have been
100 pounds--down the middle of one of
the trenches,’””

Hicks gave a sample of the feed to
Varner, but the sheriff wouldn’t say
what he found in the sample, Varner re-
fused to comment at all on the case,

Did the polsoning scare Hicks into
withdrawing his children from Harris-
ville High? *‘Fear is the only thing to
be scared of,’ said the Methodist min-
ister, ‘You are born to die,””

He said Harrisville High is 15 miles
closer to home than the Negro school
his children used toattend,and they are
getting better lunches andbetter teach-
ing at Harrisville,

The poisoning may not have scared
Hicks, but it put him in financial trou-
ble, He estimated that the cattle were
worth $2,500, *‘They were choice
cows--from registered bulls--they
wasn’t no scrub stuff,’® he said,

He bought the cows last Julv with a

loan--and the loan still has to be paid
off, Most of the cattle werebeef cattle,
which couldn’t bring any profit until they
were sold, And the milk cows hadn’t
started giving milk yet,

Hicks’ wife sald,“Ibeenused to feed-
ing the cows along with the children in
the morning,’” She recalls saying one
morning jus. before the cows were
killed, ‘“Well, maybe in January or Feb-
ruary I'll be milking,*?

Some of Hicks’ neighbors inSimpson
County are trying to raise money topay
back his loss, The Civic League of
Simpson County boughtanadinthe local
paper to tell what had happened to Hicks’
cows and to ask for donations to‘‘a spe-
cial account for Rev, Joseph Hicks, to
try and help replace his cattle,””

The Rev, John Perkins, treasurer of
the fund, said he had received gifts from
Negro churches, and from a white em-
ployee at the bank where he opened the
special account,

Perkins said contributions could be
sent to the Civic League of Simpson
County, Box 752, Mendenhall, Miss,,
or direct to the People's Bank in Men-
denhall,
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TEN CENTS

SCLC-MIA Drive
Nets 180 Jobs

MISS DOROTHY HOLMES AT WORK IN J,J, NEWBERRY CO,

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

MONTGOMERY=-=When
SCLC’s Roosevelt Bar=-
nett and the Montgomery

Improvement Association (MIA) got to-
gether last fall, they had no idea how to
open up job opportunities for Negroes,

““I wasn’t sure what we were going to
do,’”’ Barnett recalled this week, He
noticed that ‘*Negroes spent so much
money downtown,’” and decided that
‘‘Negroes needed more jobs--and not
just maid jobs,'?

But, he sald, ‘‘everybody we talked
to, it looked like they had done all the
hiring they were going to do--and the
people they hired were white,””

‘“At the time,”” saldMrs, Idessa Wil-
liams of the MIA, “wedidn’t have pick-
eting in mind, We were just going to
sit down and discuss what would be the
best first move,

““Then the incident at Kress's gave
an opening to us,”

The *‘incident,’” said Mrs, Willlams,
came about when S, H, Kress & Co, em-
ployees falsely accused a Negro girlof
shop-lifting, Within a week, a picket
line was thrown up around the store,
and Negroes were urged to do their
shopping elsewhere,

The picketing lasted five weeks,
When it ended Nov, 10, the Kress man-
agement agreed to treat Negrocustom=
ers courteously in the future, and to step
up its hiring of Negro employees,

This week, Kress manager J, C,
Spikes listed the names of 51 Negroes
who had been hired, either for the
Christmas season or permanently,
since the picket line came down,

Apparently, other stores felt the im-
pact of the picket line, too, ‘It looked
like all the stores started to fall in
line,' said Barnett this week, ‘‘They
wanted to hire Negroes for ‘position’
jws."

Barnett displayed lists compiled by
managers of 31 Montgomery stores,
They showed that more than 180 Ne-
groes had been hired since the job cam=
paign began, at stores like H, L, Green
Co,, Webber Co,, Gaylord’s, Dexter
Toyland, and J,'J, Newberry Co,

In approaching these businesses,
Barnett said, he didn't threaten them
with a picket line, *I never do that,”

he said, ‘I always try to talk,”

Only once did the civil rights groups
go back on the streets, They picketed
Butler’s Shoe Store for two days last
week, until a Negro was hired there,

The increased hiring of Negroes
“‘came. with the trend of the times,”
said Frank Sego, executive vice-presi-
dent of Downtown Unlimited, anassoci-
atlon of most of the stores involved,

Some merchants might have put off
hiring Negroes ‘‘until they absolutely
had to,” Sego said, but ‘“many joinedin
a city-wide effort to comply (with the
Civil Rights Act of 1964) even before
the act became effective,”

Since Negroes trade heavily with the
downtown stores, he said, hiring Negro
employees ‘‘seems the proper thing to
do,”” and the merchants have been
“‘highly pleased” with the results,

Some of the new employees were
hired just for the holiday season, said
Mrs, Wllllams, “but we’re hoping the
majority of the people were hired per-
manently,””

““We're making such progress by
sticking together,” sald Barnett, ““To=
gether, we make such a great force,”

A Wallace Bill for Miss. ?

BY GAIL FALK

JACKSON, Miss, -~ Little noticed
during debates on reapportionment and
a $42,000,000 bond bill, a number of
states rights measures were passedby
the Mississippi legislature last week,

Two resolutions criticizing the fed-
eral government’s school and hospital
desegregation guidelines received
overwhelming approval from both the
House and Senate,

One of the resolutions asks the U, S,
Congress to “‘protect the constitutional
rights being denied the sick elderly citi=
zens of Mississippi’” because of the
hospital desegregation guidelines,

This resolution,says elderly citizens
in Mississippi don’t get the same treat-
ment ‘‘as citizens of other states,’’ be-
cause the U,S, Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare (HEW) has re-
fused to approve many Mississippi hos-
pitals for Medicare, People in other
states get more benefit from Medicare

*$3 Million to CDGM

Y GAIL FALK

JACKSON. Miss,
“Qur phones in Madison
County were ringing until
three o’clockinthe morn=-
ing last Friday,”’ said
Mrs, Annie Devine of
Canton. A typicalconver=-
sation, she said, wentlike
this:

““Heard the news?” ‘‘Yes, chile,”
*Aintcha glad?"

““The news’ was that the federal
Office of Economic Opportunity (OEQ)
had just agreed to give the Child De-
velopment Group of Mississippi
(CDGM) $8,000,000 to run for another

year,

Last October, OEO refused to give
any more money to the state-wide Head
Start program, The federal agency
charged CDGM with misuse of funds
and poor administration, In announcing
OEOQ’s about-face late last week, Di-
rector Sargent Shriver sald CDGM had
agreed to changes that made the pro-
gram legally fundable,

But CDGM officlals said this week
that they didn’t agree to anything that
‘““meant changing the things we stand
for,”” They said the program OEO
agreed to fund last week was basic-
ally the same program it turned down
in October,

When CDGM’s funds ran out in Octo-
ber, many people charged that politics,
not CDGM'’s administration, was the
reason for the cut-off,

At the time, the whole anti-poverty
program was fighting for its life, and

LAST SUMMER’S CDGM PROJECT IN SHUBUTA, MISS,

OEO spokesman Marshall Peck ex-
plained that attacks politicians could
make against CDGM were ‘‘chinks in
our armor,”” But OEO apparently found
that getting rid of CDGM left gaping
holes, instead of chinks, in its armor,

OEO officials resigned in protest
over the CDGM affair, And many na-
tionally prominent liberals--the peo-
ple OEO had always counted on to he
its friends--began working together to
save CDGM, which gave a large share
of responsibility and money to poor
black people,

Late in October, Shriver announced
that OEO would consider re-funding
CDGM, after all, By last week, nego-
tlations had come so far that half of
CDGM's board and afew top staff mem-

WASHINGTON, D, C, -- Alabama
leads the nation in school segrega-
tion, with Mississippl a close sec-
ond, according to the U, S, Office of
Education,

In Alabama, the education office
said, 2,4% of the Negro studentsare
attending *‘‘white’* schools,

The Office of Education said the
percentage of Negro students in
white schools is 2,6 in Mississippi
and Louisiana, 4,9 in South Carolina,
6.6 in Georgia, 12,8 in North Caro-
lina, 14,5 in Arkansas, and 14,7 in
Florida,

Ala. Tops in Segregation

Other Southern and border states
had much higher percentages, the of -
fice said, In Kentucky,for example,
the office said 88,5% of the Negro
students are attending integrated
schools,

Other percentages are 84,8 in
Delaware, 83.4 in West Virginia,
40,5 in Maryland and Okiahoma, 34,6
in Texas, 26,7 in Missouri, 21,9 in
Tennessee, and 20 in Virginia,

In determining these percentages,
a school that has a few white stu-
dents, but is more than 95% Negro,
is notconsidered tobe desegregated,

than people In Mississippl, even though
Mississippians have to pay the full So-
cial Security tax, the resolution says,

The other resolution calls on Gover-
nor Paul B, Johnson to submit an anti-
school-guidelines bill to the legisla-
ture,

This school bill could be like Alaba-
ma Governor George C, Wallace’s anti-
guidelines law, sald State Senator
Robert Crook, of Ruleville, who intro-
duced the school and hospital resolu-
tions, But Crook saidheis ‘“not neces-
sarily wedded’” to the kind of law passed
by the Alabama legislature, .

Crook said he thought he would favor
a law cutting off state aid to school dis-
tricts that complied with the federal
desegregation guidelines, *‘‘We would
say, ‘It youplay ball with them, you
don't play with us,’"” he explained,
(School districts receive most of their
support from the state,) '

9

The resolution does notforce Gover-
nor Johnson to offer an anti-guidelines
bill, It simply says the House and Sen=
ate want him to,

Crook sald he introduced his resolu-

tions because ‘‘interference with local
government is the biggest issue facing
the country right now,””

The legislature also approved anex=
tra $350,000 for tuition grants to private
school students, Since 1964--the first
year of public school desegregation in
Mississippi--private school students
have been able to collect $185 of their
tuition cost each year from the state,

Last spring, the legislature voted
$1,000,000 for the tuition-grant pro-
gram, but last week, the Rev, Edgar
Stephens of New Albany told the House

more money was needed, Accordingto

Stephens, 3,000 students asked for tul-
tion grants this fall, and 1,000 more
applications are expected for next year,

bers traveled to Washington for four
days of final talks,

Shriver’s statement after theagree-
ment was reached said significant

. changes had been made in CDGM, The

statement said Mary Holmes Junior
College, the official grantee for CDGM,
had agreed to ‘‘full financial responsi-
bility for any past, present, or future
disallowances of expenditures,” The
statement also said that CDGM willnot
let its staff take part in partisan pol-
ftical activity during working hours;
that a management consulting firm will
oversee the operation; and that at least
half the members of each community
committee (the local advisory board
responsible for running the Head Start
centers) will be parents of children in
the program,

CDGM staff member Marv Hoffman
sald none of this was anything new, For
example, he said, any grantee of OEO
is legally responsible for any *‘dis-

allowance of expenditure,’

However, Hoffman said, CDGM did
add three white boardmembers, so that
the board of directorsisnow 30 cwhlte.
And it is setting up a special board to
review the qualifications of resource
teachers before they are hired,

But on the things they considered im-
portant, said Hoffman, CDGM’s board
members stood firm, They refused
OEO’s demand that they replace the
Rev, James McRee, CDGM board chair-
man, and John Mudd, the executive di-
rector, And they insisted on workingin
more counties than OEOhad suggested,

During the week in October when OEO
ended CDGM, it also announced the
funding of three new Mississippi Head
Start programs, to be run by Mississ-
ippi Action for Progress (MAP), Rust
College, and South West Mississippi
Opportunities, Inc, (SWMO),

Last week, however, CDGM still had

(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX, Col, 6)
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Editorial Opinion

Merry Xmas (More or Less)

As the Christmas and New Year’s holidays begin,
how many families of tenantfarmers will not have their
contracts renewed and will face eviction from house
and land? We have no way of knowing, but it will be
plenty, Where will these people go? What-agencies
of our government will offer bold new programs to
house and employ these people ? Nobody is really in-

terested.

Senator Mike Mansfield, who is thehead of the Dem=-
ocratic senators in the United States Senate, is report=-
ed as saying we need a ‘‘pause’’ in the Great Society.

While we are pausing, let’s recite thislittle poem to

cheer our hearts during Christmas-tide.

THE WHITE POWER STRUCTURE’S XMAS POEM

Merry Christmas Mr, and Mrs, Moorer,

Merry Christmas Big Bill Williams,

Merry Christmas Mr, Wiley Bell and family.

Put up your Christmas tree anyway,

It doesn’t need to be in a house,

You can dance around it to keep warm,

You are a people who bear affliction lightly.

You won’t mind.

But don’t you listen to Stokely.

He’s.no Santa Claus,
We’re here to tell you

That black Santa ain’t produced one present

. NptHe ‘goodie,

In the months he’s been talking,

You believe in Santas Mansfield, Dirken, Johnson,

and Whitney Young Jr,

They got the bag, haven’t they?

You believe in them

And you can be us white folks® Holy Family,
We won’t have to build a pine slab lean-to

In front of the First Segregated Church,

We won’t have to use the plywood Mary and Jesus,

If you will truly accept

(You are a people who bear affliction lightly,)
Senator Mansfield and all his choir

As yoyr personal Santas

We’ll . let you stand around outside our church
Holding your children in your arms,

(This guest editorial was written by the Rev, Francis
X. Walter of the Selma Inter-religious Project.)

Mobile Citizens
Plan for Actlon

BY JOHN C, DIAMANTE

MOBILE--Some 35 citizens got to-
gether at tworecent ‘*workshops’’ here,
to exchange ldeas abql_t the Negro's
situation in Mobile County,

There were participants of all ages
and from all backgrounds, Buttheyhad
one thing In common, which they
stressed in their discussions--they re-
fused to believe the slogan that *‘Mo-
bile is the best place in the South for a
Negro to live,”

Virtually every aspect of Negro life
in Mobile was considered, But mostof
the people at the workshops were pri-
marily interested in action, rather than
talk,

By the endof the second meeting, they
had decided to re-activate the Neigh-
borhood Organized Workers (NOW), a
militant civil rights group which died
out last summer for lack of support,

The people made it clear that they
wanted an active, hard-hitting organi-
zation, ‘' we canreach the people with
an organization that talks facts, it'd
be the best thing that ever happened to
Mobile,’” said George Crenshaw,

The participants agreed to a third
meeting, which would actually be the
first meeting of the re-organized NOW,

All this activity started a few weeks
ago, when a small group of people, say-
ing they were ‘‘fed up,”™ invited some
others they knew to come “*and discuss
why nothing was being done in a con-
structive way in Mobile,”

No one showed up the first time a
meeting was called, But another week
of letter-writing brought 12 people toa
Toulminville church, where Mobile's
most serious problems were discussed,

The Trinity Gardens area--where
water moccasins have been observed
during flood conditions on the unpaved
and undrained roads--was raised as a
typical example of city hall indifference
to Negro ghettoes,

““In each situation like this, some-
body’s selling these people out,’” said
Jerry Pogue,

People had no difficulty locating the
heart of Mobile’s problems, “It’s
downtown,” said one participant, ‘‘and
with some other people who bear the
responsibility, The older people here
won’t move unless you put a bomb un-
der them,”

‘*We don’t have anything, because of
so many years of Uncle Toms,’” said
David Jacobs, one of the original found-
ers of NOW, ‘““Wegot to re-brainwash
the people, and it's going to take per-
sistency,”

Out of this meeting came invitations
to about 40 people to attenda more ela-

FLOOD IN TRINITY GARDENS
borate workshop last Sunday afternoon,
About 22 people came to consider the
proposition that ‘*white people won’t
deal with you when they know they can
deal with certain so-called leadersand
make compromises,*

“It’s up to us who'velost some of our
fears to help those who still have
fears,’” said John Todd,

““When we organized NOW, we hadin
mind a militancy that Mobile people
haven’t ever seen before,’” Jacobs re-
called, *You can’t sit down and com-
promise with the people downtown, be-
cause they’ll win out every time,”

‘“We have to really get out and reach
the rank and flle,” sald Crenshaw,

“The power’s out there,’”” said Ike
Johnson, ‘‘We don’thave the power, We
got to penetrate to the masses of people
and shake their complacency, or we’ll
be like those other organizations that
represent a selected two or three peo-
ple.l’

A temporary chairman was appointed
for the purpose of handling a motion to
organize the group formally, A few
minutes later, it was all over,

But several people lingered on into
the evening toevaluate the results of the
two gatherings, There was alotof dis-
cussion about whether the people would
actually stick together,

“m not sure,’” saidone man, ‘“Some
of them came out to see if this group
was like all the rest,

“‘But I know if we could get 10 people
together and communicate to the manon
the dock, the man in the street, and the
man in Trinity Gardens, you could get
these people. You could get national
recognition,”’

NAACP Speakers Hit
Apathy in Birmingham

BIRMINGHAM--‘‘Am 1 afraid of the
thug in the alley? I'm more afraid of
the thug with a badge and a gun,”” sald
the Rev, K, L, Buford,

Buford, state NAACP field director,
was addressing a mass meeting held
by the Jefferson County branch of the
NAACP Dec, 15 in the St, Paul Metho-
dist Church,

He reported on the NAACP’s investi-
gation of the death of James Earl
Motley, Motley died Nov, 20 in the El-
more County jail, two hours after being
arrested by a sheriff’s deputy,

LETTERS TO THE

EDITOR

To the Editor:

In Editorial Opinion, Dec, 17-18
(““What For?"), you summed up the
complete article in the first line of the
last paragraph: ‘“We believe that the
people are entitled to spend their mon-
ey any way they please,” 'Tis true,

Previously, your editorials (that I
have read) have sought toexplainfacts,
and not slant or take digs at Montgom=-
erians, Which you are not and all of
Montgomery’s Negro attorneys are;
even the one which you have not met,
Attorney Mahalia Ashley Dickerson (the
first), Attorney FredD,Graywasborn,
reared and educated in Montgomery,
except for the time he spentat Western
Reserve (Cleveland, Ohio), because
no Alabama law school would accept
him,

Your editorial will really help the
James Earl Motley Fund, because the
citizens ‘will give because they know At-
torney Fred D, Gray and what he has
done for Montgomery, even though they
do not know James Earl Motley, I1hope
your subscriptions do not fall off be-
cause of it,

I hope you print this letter,

Mrs, I, J, Baskin
Montgomery
* ok ok %

.To the Editor: _
We take this opportunity to express
sincere thanks for the giftsubscription
to The Southern Courier we have re-
ceived for nearly a year now, Your pa-
per fills a vacuum that has existed since
the advent of journalism in the state of
Alabama, It is refreshing to know that
your organization had the perception to

recognize the need for a news vehicle
that would expose people toan objective
view of ‘““the other side’ of thenewsas
presented by the white dailies (if,in-
deed, the news Is presented at all),
Incidentally, weare placing our order
for another -year’s subscription to your
paper, '

Elijah Singley

Librarian

George W, Trenholm Memorial Library
Alabama State College

Montgomery

x % k%

To the Editor:

To the Honorable Mr, and Mrs,
Governor George C, Wallace:

Who am I? Iam history, a maker of
the past, a creator of the future, Iam
a seeker, seeking alittle for myselfand
my people, I seek equality, in educa-
tion, in jobs, and civil rights,

What do I mean by equality in CIVIL
RIGHTS? The right to equal protection
of the law, the right to freedom of
choice, and to be respected for those
cholces, Equal rights in education: to
be provided with the equipment, enough
teachers, and the room and space which
is necessary, Equal rights in jobs: to
be given a higher paying job, withbetter
working conditions,

Who am I? A human being desiring
a higher education intenseiy enough to
work and pay the bills required,

-Don't feel forced to accept me, Ac-
cept me because you believe in me,
and know that I am now a civilized and
dignified human being.

I.do not want to force myself on any-
one, I want to have the opportunity to

prove to you that the Negroes have pro-
gress since the years of slavery, That
we are clean, capable of using our minds
effectively, and we have no hatred for
anyone, , ..

Who am I? If you were me, who would
you be?

James O, Hadnott
Prattville

* % X %

To the Editor:
If you care to publish the following let-
ter, you have my permission ,, ,

Dear Lajuan Rose,

This poor little gift ($2 check) comes
from an old lady far away from Mobile,
She doesn’t know Santa, but she does
know some of his helpers here, But
more important, she knows a friend of
the Person who ted Christmas over
1900 years ago, and this friend livesin
Mobile, He won't mind a bit that you
are getting part of his candy to try to
make up for- that candy Santa didn’t give
you one day,

You know something? if it hadn’t been
for that man in Mobile and his Friend,
I might never have known or cared about
youl

Merry Christmas, to you and your
auntsl|

R,P,K, (age 77)
Cambridge, Mass,

(A tew weeks agoin Mobile, a depart-
ment-store Santa wouldn't give any can-
dy to Lajuan Rose, a seven-year-old
Negro boy, Santa told the boy he was
saving the candy for ‘“everybody else,”
-=-THE EDITOR)

Buford’s report included little that
was new on the case, excepta complaint
that certain officials of the Elmore
County NAACP had been threatened
since the NAACP began its investiga-
tion,

No action was proposed, although it
was suggested that some more tele-
grams be fired off, Buford had pre-
viously sent telegrams to county, state,
and federal officials, demanding a full
investigation of Motley’s death,

The meeting dealt at length with the
problem of apathy,

The Rev, J,H, Salary, pastor of Fair-
fleld’s Mt, Olive Baptist Church, said
anybody who is satisfied with Birming-
ham is ‘“‘mentally sick, morally crazy
and religiously dead,”

The chairman of the NAACP’s local
committee on labor andindustry, Virgil
Pearson, said that inhis experience, he
has come to recognize three sorts of
people-+the people who make things
happen, the people who watch things
happen, and the people who don’t even
know what’s happening,

‘“Let’s quit being like neon lights,”
he said,‘fragile and temperamental,’’

The last speaker, and also the most
militant, was Mrs, Bernice C, Johnson,
president of the Alabama Democratic
Women's Committee,

Referring to the difference between
herself and the other speakers, she
saild, ‘‘Rev, Buford’s an optimist, 'm
a pessimist,”

Looking out at the small turn-out
for what was billed as the largest
NAACP mass meeting since the NAACP
returned to Alabama in 1965, Mrs,
Johnson said that ‘‘if the people don’t
come to us, then we should go to the
people,”

““We are going to sleep,’” she said,
‘““Somebody is singingus lullaby land,'

LT. GOV. GARTIN DIES

JACKSON, Miss, -- Mississippi
Lieutenant Governor Carroll Gartin,
53, died unexpectedly of a heart at-
tack in his home town of Laurel last
Monday, Many people thought Gartin,
who had planned to run for governor
in 1967, was the only man with a
chance of defeating former Governor
Ross Barnett for the post,

Gartin was in his third term as
l}eutemt governor, He had also
served two terms as mayor of Lau-
rel,

Troy

Academy High School is located on
Academy St, in Troy. It hasbeenthere
for a number of years, but this is the
first time there has ever been a sign
in the schoolyard saying ‘‘Academy
High School, Home of the Roving Ti-
gers,” John E, Nolan has been princi-
pal of Academy since September, anda
lot has happened in the past four months,
This is the first year there have ever
been Christmas decorations in the
schoolyard, Academy took part in the
Peanut Festival in Dothan, The home
economics room now has a washing
machine and a dryer; the agriculture
building has been wiredfor arc welding,
and it has a breeding bull; and a Quar-
terback Club has been organized to help
the athletic department, InJanuary, the
PTA will add new draperies to the
lunchroom and home economics build-
ing, (From Miss Elalne Warren)

Washington, D.C.

Clem William Burroughs, son of Mr,
and Mrs, William Burroughs of Greens-
boro, Ala,, is going to work in India as
a Peace Corps volunteer, Hehascom-
pleted 13 weeks of training at the Uni-

versity of Missouri in Columbia, Mo,

Burroughs was one of more than 500
volunteers being trained to go to India,

Meridian, Miss.

The Boy Savior Club of Sister Xav-
eriane’s sixth-grade class at St, Joseph
Catholic School visited the Matty Hersey
Hospital in Meridian this week with lit-
tle baskets of gifts for the needy and
sick,

They were accompanied by members
of the Sacred Heart League, who also
presented a basket of gifts,

The Boy Savior Club took $5 out of its
club money to buy the gifts--a bar of
soap, Life Savers, wash-cloths, tissue,
and other little needed things,

The gifts were taken to the rooms of
the sick by three members of the Boy
Savior Club, while the other members
sang Christmas songs, (From Miss
Patricia James)

Little Rock, Ark.

On Jan, 1, Christopher C,MercerJr,
will become the first Negrodeputy pro-
secuting attorney in the history of Ar-
kansas’ Sixth Judicial District, which
includes Little Rock, The newly-elect-
ed chief prosecutor, Richard B, Adkis-
son, announced Mercer’s appointment
last week, He said Mercer would prob-
ably be the South’s first Negro deputy
prosecutor in modern times, Mercer,
a graduate of the University of Arkan-
sas School of Law, previously has work-
ed with the Arkansas Council on Human
Relations and the NAACP,

Mprif{ian , Miss.

Miss Sarah Calmese and Major Stew-
art were married here last Sunday, The
afternoon ceremony took place at the
home of Mr, Stewart’s mother,

Butler

Mrs, Etta Mae Slate of Lisman
teaches citizenship classes at Wesley
Chapel in Butler every Monday and
Wednesday night, The classes include
spelling, arithmetic, and discussion of
such things as voting and Social Secur-
ity., Mrs, Patsy Jackson, who didn’t
know one letter from the other, has been
learning the alphabet, Mrs, Hattie Ruf-
fin is teaching a similar citizenship
class at the First Baptist Church in
Lisman, (From Mrs, Elizabeth Foster)

Stallo, Miss.

““What are we going to do about all
these lying textbooks?, . ,What about
the dropouts? Why is therenocompul-
sory school law in Mississippi?, ., .
What kind of organjzation are we setting
up now to get people torunforlocal of-
fices in 19677 These wereafew of the
questions Mrs, Annie Devine of Canton,

Miss,, askedat Stallo’s Mt. Ary Baptist
Church last Sunday afternoon, Mrs,
Devine was the guest speaker atarally
to raise funds for the Mississippl Free-
dom Democratic Party (MFDP), Mrs,
Devine said black people should tackle
these questions through the MFDP, be-
cause ‘‘it is the only political organiza-
tion YOU have in this state,”” But even
if the MFDP, which is inseriousfinan-
cial condition, should fail, said Mrs,
Devine, *I don’t think the concept (of
independent political power for black
people) will ever be destroyed,” More
than $80 was raised for the MFDP at
the rally,

Mobile

The following poem was written by
Thelma Moore, a sixth-grade student
at Stanton Road Elementary School,
whose teacher is Mrs, Gladys Robinson,

MY FEELING OF CHRISTMAS

Christmas is a day set aside
To praise the new born King,
Let us not only celebrate it
But praise His holy name,

This is a day of singing special songs
To the precious new born child,
He will forgive us for all our wrongs
Let’s keep His day tender and mild,

For behold that special day

Let not our hearts be in distress,
Let us praise Him in our own way
For all the good things He has blessed,

Washington, D.C.

In a case involving the 24-mile beach
at Biloxi, Miss,, the U, S, Supreme
Court has ruled that Mississippi cannot
bar Negroes from using facilities that
are constructed and maintained with
public funds, The case began in June,
1963, when Dr, Gilbert Mason and 28
other Biloxi Negroes were arrested
while trying to use the beachalong Mis-
sissippi’s southern shore, Other Ne-
groes were beaten during the attemptto
use the beach, and several Negroes’
cars were overturned andburned, Last
week, the Supreme Court threw out the
charges against the 29 Negroes who
were arrested, Lawyers from the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund had argued
that the beach, one of the longest man-
made beaches in the world, had *‘taken
on a governmental character,” There-
fore, they said, Negroes had a right to
use it, and could not be prosecuted for
doing so.

Tysonville

Santa Claus brought gifts to 30 Head
Start youngsters last Friday night,
More than 75 parents and friends also
came to the Head Start center for the
Christmas party, The children sang
‘Jingle Bells” and ““America,” andre-
cited the pledge of allegiance to the flag,
Miss Bessie Hunter sang several
Christmas carols, Mrs, Consuello J,
Harper, director of the Head Start pro-
gram, told the guests that this was the
end of the money, But, she said, *‘if
you truly believe in what we’ve done,
express your feelings from Tysonville
as far as Washington, and maybe some
way we will be able to continue,”

TYSONVILLE HEAD START PARTY
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CHRISTMAS

Is a Time For...

...Remembering to be thankful.

ATLANTA, Ga,--There they were, all
in the same room~-Santa Claus,Avoncos=-
metics, Uncle Sam, the State of Georgia,
Mary and Joseph, and 19 happy children.

Santa Claus was there in person--com=
pliments of Avon cosmetics, who sent the
bearded jolly-man to Ed S. Cook Elemen-
tary School with a bag of gifts for the kin-
dergarten class,

Uncle Sam and the State of Georgia were
represented by the kindergarten instruc-
tors, Mrs. Sonya Rohales, Miss Thoma-
sine Haskins, Miss Kristina Morningstar,
and Mrs, Jean C. Young are members of
the National Teachers Corps which is fi-
nanced by federal funds and administered
by the Atlanta school board and the Uni-
versity of Georgia,

Mary and Joseph were carved wooden
figures standing under a tiny paper Christ-
mas tree, The child was bornagainin the
unaffected joy with which Micheleand Ter-
ry and Kathy and Michael and Diane and
their classmates greeted thiscollectionat
their annual Christmas party,

Photos and Text by Bob Fitch
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...Needing one another.

...Reading
‘It Was the
Night Before

Christmas.’

...Making a paper-bag
Santa Claus.
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Anatomy

THE TESTIMONY

BY MARY ELLEN GALE
TUSKEGEE--It was some time after midnight inthe

early morning of Jan, 4, 1966,

The late bus for At-

lanta had pulled away from the Greyhound station, next

door to the Good Service cab stand,

ago.

Ben Davis, a young man who worked as a part-time

several minutes

cab driver, had made two round trips to carry bus

passengers home,
g0 home to bed himself,

Now he was ready to lock up and

He had already flicked off the lights when he saw a
thin stream of liquid trickling under his feet, “‘In the
dark I thought it was water,’® he saidlater, *‘I went to cut it off, Then I saw the

bw.ll

Davis knew that there had been some trouble earlier that evening at Ed Wil-
son’s Standard Oil service station on the other side of the bus depot, He was
walting at the cab stand for the late bus when he saw Samuel L, Younge Jr, and

heard him ask

the service station attendant i#f he could use the bathroom,

Moments later, Davis drove off with his first load of arriving bus passengers,
As he turned right at the traffic light in front of Wilson’s service station, he heard

2 gunshot,

Thomas Boddie ITI, a Tuskegee Institute student, was riding in Davis’ cab, He
was sitting on the right-hand side, and he remembers the gas station lights were

bright enough that he could see clearly,

] saw Sammy ducking, and the old manwith the gun, , . ,Sammy shouted, ‘Go

ahead and shoot me,’
a shot,” By now the cab was turning
the corner, Boddie recalls that the cab
driver said, *Ithink he gotaway,” They
drove off into the night,

When Davis got back from carrying
the bus passengers home, he sald,
“Sammy Younge’s brother ran through
the cab stand--never said a word, just
ran through,”

Now, not long after midnight, Davis
stood in the alley next to the cabstgnd,
looking down at the body and the liquid
which he began to realize wasnot water
but blood, Younge waslying onhisback,
and Davis knew who he was,

Davis also knew that the police were
over at Ed Wilson’s service station,
talking to Marvin L, Segrest, the night
attendant, about the disturbance earlier
that night,

So the cab driver walked across the
sloping pavement infront of the bus sta-
tion and up to the filling station, to tell
Grady M, Story, who was then the cap-
tain of the Tuskegee police force, that
there was a dead man lying in the alley
next to the Good Service cab stand,

Up untl]l the time Ben Davis came
across thedriveway totell the police of-
ficers what he had found, Sergeant
George O, Prince, one of many Negro

policemen for the City of Tuskegee, was
carrying out a routine investigation,

He had been patrolling around town
with a white officer, Lieutenant Jimmy
Lee Gates, when the call came in:
““There has been a shooting at Wilson's
Standard station,’”” Prince andGates got
over to the filling station in two or three
minutes, Theyarrivedahead of Captain
Story,

“] saw Segrest under the shed of the
(service) station,” Prince said, Iasked
what was the trouble,”” The sergeant
said Segrest complained abouta person
who had been “harassing and cursing”
him, Prince remembers Segrest say-
ing he had fired a couple of shots but
didn’t think he had hit anyone,

Although Segrest ‘‘gave the wrong
name for the person,” Prince recog-
nized Younge’s car and went to the
Younge home to see if Younge was
there, He came back, Hewas standing
with Story and Gates when Davis came
over and told them where to look for
Sammy Younge,

The three police officers went back

ThenIcouldn’tsee Sammy any more, but the old man fired

into the alley, Prince said they found
Younge lying face up with ‘‘something
in his hand,”

Rain was pouring down, and the po-
licemen covered the body witha blanket,
Story stayed there while Prince’and
Gates went back and began calling the
county, state, and federal law enforce-
ment officers who would take over the
investigation,

One of the people called was Paul
Shoffeitt, in Auburn, assistant director
of the state department of toxicology,
Shoffeitt got out of bed and drove 20
miles along rain-slick Highway 29 to
Tuskegee,

When he got there, police officersre-
moved the blanket and he made a pre-
liminary examination of Younge’s body,
Beneath the dead man’s right arm, Shof-
feitt found a golf club, ‘the handle out
from the body, the club under it

Younge was then taken to the Peoples
Funeral Home, past the downtown
square where he had led civil rights
demonstrations, past the Tuskegee In-
stitute campus where he had attended
classes for the last year, past the turn-
off to his home on Logan St, At the fu-
neral home, Shoffeitt made the first

SAMUEL L, YOUNGE JR,

steps in a careful
Younge’s death,

He tested Younge’s blood and found
that it contained 0,11% of ethyl alcohol--
enough, - Shoffeitt said, toput a man
under ‘‘the early influence of alcohol”

investigation of

&

of a Murder Trial

THE TRIAL WAS HELD IN THE LEE COUNTY COURTHOUSE

and cause some “impairment in judg-
ment and reasoning,’”

Shoffeitt also examined the bullet
wound in Younge’s head, Later, he gave
his opinion, as an expert, that *‘the bul-
let went straight in and across,”” He
said that, in his opinlon, the bullet did
not strlke any other object before ithit
Younge,

By the time Shcﬂeltt left the funeral
home that morning, he had with him the
bullet that hadkilled Younge and the,38-
caliber revolver that Macon County
sheriff’s deputy Jack Ayscue had re-
ceived from Sheriff Harvey Sadler, who
got it from Segrest, Sadler had also
given Shoffeitt six live rounds of ,38-
caliber bullet hulls picked up from the
pavement at Wilson’s service station,

The toxicologist took all these things
back to his laboratory in Auburn, He
fired tworounds of the ammunition from
the revolver into a long box of tightly-
packed cotton, Then he retrieved the
bullets and examinedboth of them care-
fully under a microscope, Next, he took
the bullet he had recovered from
Younge’s body, and compared it with the
two bullets he had fired himself from
Segrest’s gun,

Although the fatal bullet was dam-
aged, Shoffeitt said, he was able to make
a satisfactory comparison, *Itwasmy
opinion that the bullet I removed from
the head of Samuel Younge was fired
from the revolver Ireceived from dep-
uty Ayscue,”

several hundred Tuskegee Institute stu-
dents swarmed downtown the night after
the murder trial, painted the Confeder-
ate monument (left), and smashed the
windows of 13 businesses (below),

But few people know that many stu-
dents spoke out against the riot, and
called several workshop meetings to

explore more constructive approaches
to Alabama justice, Attorney Fred D,
Gray led one group in a discussion of
legal steps to protect Negroes (right),

Shoffeitt also made tests on the shells
Captain Story had given him, ‘It was
my opinion these twohulls were firedin
the revolver I received from Ayscue,”
he said,

While Shoffeitt was driving west on
Highway 29 in the early morning hours
of Jan, 4,W,B, Powell,a Greyhound bus
driver, was heading east toward At-
lanta, Ga,, along the same highway, He
had some lost ime to make up for be-
cause, a few miles down the road from
Tuskegee, he had pulled over to the side
of the road,

There, Powell tried to find out ifany
of his passengers had seen the incident
at Wilson’s service station, Butnoone
said anything much, and Powell drove
on,

Powell had seen only some of what
was happening at the service station, As
he drove in, he sald, ‘I saw a person
taking what I thought was part of a cue
stick out of a Volkswagen,” As he left
the bus, he heard a shot, Thenhe went
in to the service station and ‘‘had a
Coca-Cola,”

When Powell came out, he saw Se-
grest and saw the gun in his hand, I
was looking over his shoulder down the
barrel,”

The bus driver saw Younge “‘walking
away toward an alley,” When Segrest
fired, Powell said, he did not aim at
Younge, “‘After the shot was fired, the
boy walked completely out of my sight,’

Powell took the tickets of boardle_g'

What Happened After It Was

Over

OPELIKA--Twelve men took an
hour and ten minutes to decide that
Marvin L, Segrest, 69, a white man,
was not guilty of murdering Samuel
L, Younge Jr,, 21, a Negro civil
rights worker,

The jury basedits decision onnine
hours of testimony in the Lee Coun-
ty courtroom Dec, 7and 8, Theart-
cle on this page summarizes the
sworn statements of the key wit-
nesses,

But testimony is not all thereisto
a trial, The lawyers for each side
also had a chance to tie the wit-
nesses’ statements together,

The state attorneys argued that
Segrest shot Younge through the head
as he fledfrom the Tuskegee service
station where Segrest worked, They
said Younge fell onto his knees, and
rolled over on his back,

The defense attorneys contended
that Segrest shot at Younge as he

sald Younge was threatening Segrest
with a golf club,

If a bullet from Segrest’s gun

sald, Segrest was not guilty of mur-
der because he shot only in self-de-

THE ARGUMENT

came toward Segrest, The defense"

killed Younge, Segrest’s attorneys- -Raymon, said, ‘“We all regret the -

fense, They said Younge was found
lying on his back because he was ap-
proaching Segrest when the shot was
fired,

The state called four Negro stu-
dents, a white bus driver,anda state
toxicologist to support its versionof
the events, The defense called Se-
grest, and cited differences between
the testimony of the bus driver and
the students, Inaddition, the defense
produced 16 character witnesses
who said that Segrest was a quiet
man with a good reputation around
Shorter, his home town,

“There’s no doubt at all that the
defendant fired the shot that killed
the deceased,” said Lee County at-
torney G, H, Wright Jr,, insumming
up the case for the state, ‘‘Thereis
no legal justification for this kill-
ing,” . .

‘It seems tome there isa reason-
able doubt about when the boy was
killed or who killed him " said Wil-
liam M, Russell Jr,, one of Segrest’s-
attorneys,

Another defense lawyer, HarryD,

loss of life, but the defendant had a
legal right to protect himself.”

passengers, and climbed back oato the
bus. As he was pulling out, ““I saw a
body laying back inthe alley there some
four or five feet,’” Thatwas the reason
he stopped down the road to ask the pas-
sengers what they had seen,

Although the bus passengers were not
watching the incident, some people
were, One of them was Joseph David
Morris Jr,, a Tuskegee Institute stu-
dent,

Morris drove Otis Smithand Admiral
Leroy, also students, to the bus station
around 11:15 p,m, Jan 3, They were
early, so Leroy got out of the car and
put his golf bag on the bench, Then he
got back in the car, The students sat
there, eating chicken and talking,

About 20 or 30 minutes later, Younge
drove up to the service station in his
cream-colored Volkswagen, and parked
near the gas pump,

Morris sald he heard Younge ask to
use the restroom, and Segrest tell him
to go around to the back, When Younge
demanded to use the “public rest-

MARVIN L, SEGREST
room,” Morris sald, Segrest drew a
gun and ordered him off the service
station property.
Morris said Younge ‘‘was cussing,”
but he moved his car, ‘“He came over

. and asked did I have 4 gun, I said no,” .

Segrest “approached by the Standard
0il sign, Sammy was ducking up and
down behind his car’ and calling out,
He ran to the bench and snatched a golf
club from Leroy’s bag, Segrest ‘‘took
a step as if he was coming over, He had
his gun out, Sammy ran, As he ran,a
shot was fired,”

Morris backed his car across High-
way 29, Younge ran after him, Mor-
ris remembers Younge saying, ‘‘Don't
leave, , , .I want you to witness this,”

Then Younge ran back across the
highway, stepped on and off the Atlanta-
bound bus, and ran around the front of
the bus toward the cab stand, At that
moment, Morris said, Segrest firedand
Younge fell,

Afteta minute or two, Morris pulled
out on the highway with his headlights

on bright, The beams angled up into.

the alley by thé cab stand, and Morris
saw Younge lying there in a pool of
blood, *I went directly to the police
department and reported to the dispat-
cher that someone had been shot,’”

The dispatcher, in the small radio
room on the second floor of the Tuske-
gee City Hall, put out the call that sent
Sergeant Prince, Lieutenant Gates, and
Captain Story over to Wilson’s service
station,

The young men in Morris’ car were
not the only students who saw some of
the events leading up to Younge’s death,
Marcellus Brooks, Roby L,Radley,and
Antheal Plerce were also sitting ina
car parked at the bus station,

Brooks remembers seeing Younge
arrive and argue with-Segrest, He re-
calls Younge cursing and calling out,
“You threatened me and P'm going to
get you,” Brooks said Segrest replied
by daring Younge to ‘‘come back onmy
property,”

Radley didn’t listen closely to thear-

gument between Younge and Segrest, “I
was trying to watch the gun,”” Radley
sald that Segrest left the service station

- property and walked *‘right behind our

car,,..He was about 10 or 11 yards
from Sammy when the first shot was
fired,”

At that point, Brooks backed out and’
drove away, His car was gone when the
second shot was fired, The only persons
known to have been there were abusful
of drowsy passengers, their driver, the
occupants of Morris’ car--and Younge
and Segrest,

To Segrest, the elderly night atten-
dant in charge of Wilson’s service sta-
tion, the arrival of Younge's Volks-
wagen meant trouble, For four or five
months, Segrest sald, Younge had ha-
rassed him,

Segrest recalls that Younge once
“tried to drive off withoutpayin’forall
of thegas,’” Another time,Segrest said,
Younge grew impatient and said, ‘‘Put
some goddamn gas in the car or P11 hurt
you," Segrest also said Younge “‘tried
to run me down with the car,”

Two part-time night assistantsatthe
service station also remembered the
incidents, Willie J, Tate and Eddie Ma-
con said Younge had threatened l.nd
cursed Segrest,

On the night of Jan, 3, Segrest was
alone except for his wife, asleep ina
car parkedaround the side of the ser-
vice station, Younge droveup ‘‘ranting
and raving,” He swore and refused to
go to the men’s restroom behind the
service station, although Segrest told
him the restrooms were not segregated
except by sex,

(Segrest explained later thata ladies’
room was on one side, a men’s roomon
the other, and a third, small bathroom
was inside the service station, Thein-
side restroom was ‘“‘used principally by
everybody--never forbidden toanybody
« « « « There’s no segregation at all,’”

After Younge cursed him, Segrest or-
dered Younge to leave, Segrest said
Younge left, but came back, carrying
something that looked like a gun, ‘He
started advancing toward me, ., ,I
said, ‘Don’t come any closer’,,, ,He
kept coming,” Then, Segrest mu,ho
fired atthepavementnear Younge's feet
to scare him away,

During all this time, Segrest is sure
he never left the service station proper-
ty: ‘‘absolutely not,”” he said, He re-
members that Younge retreatedaround
the bus, then re-appeared, ‘‘He was
comin’ towards me,”

Segrest raised the gun and pointed it
‘“‘down in the general direction of where
he (Younge) was,” But Segrest saldhe
didn’t aim; he simply shot, Younge
‘“‘went on past the Greyhoundbus station
and cab stand out of my sight,”

Segrest remembers that the city po-
lice, and later Sheriff Sadler anddepu-
ty Ayscue, came to talk with him around
midnight, He recalls that they stayed
about 20 minutes, But, Segrest said, it

‘was 10 a,m, that morning when hefirst

learned that someone had been shotand
killed, and found lying in the alley next
to the Good Service cab stand,

e e .
Jury Suit Qut

MONTGOMERY--A challenge to
the Lee County jury system was dis- |
missed for technical reasons last
week by Federal Judge Virgil Pitt-
man,

The suit, filed by Montgomery at-
torney Solomon S, Seay, had been
scheduled for ahearinglast Tuesday
(Dec, 20), After the federal suit was
filed, but before it could be heard,
Marvin L, Segrest’s trial took place
on Dec, 7 and 8,

The federal suit charged that the
Lee County jury system excludes
Negroes, and also discriminates
against white people who are not so-
cially or politically prominent, ﬂl-l

grest was acquitted by a jury of 12
white men,
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U.S. Cuts (y‘.f Montgomery County Problem

No More Ambulances ?

G’boro Bank

BY ROBIN REISIG

GREENSBORO--As of Nov, 30, banks
with federal money on depositwere re-
quired to offer equal employment op-
portunities to all races,

Shortly before that, however, L,J,
Lawson, board chairman of the People’s
Bank of Greensboro, wrote the U,S,
Secretary of the Treasury: “Qur bank
is a small country bank, and we believe
it is not to the best interests of our-
selves and our community if wearere-
quired to come under the civil rights
“LD

The Treasury Department replied by
saying the bank could no longer act as
its depository, This means the bank
will not be able to store Social Security
and other funds, althoughit canstllac-
cept payments for other banks,

These funds are valuable to the banks
that store them, since they give the
banks increased loaning power, Peo-
ple’s Bank was one of about five bank
depositories that refused to comply with
the equal-opportunity requirement--
out of 14,000 such banks across the
cmm“%

But, sald Lawson, ‘Insofar as the
people of Greensboro are concerned,
they’re benefiting exactly as they were
before. I’m not reaping,” He took an
ad in a local paper, reprinting his letter
to the Treasury,

This isn’t the bank’s first civil rights
problem, said Lawson--‘‘Nigras have
been boycotting me ever since thefirst

boycott (of white stores last summer),” )

He said he doesn’t understand why,

‘““We've been nothing but good to
them,” he said, *‘We've never done a
thing,
of interest, They stand side by side with
white people in line,”

But Lewis Black, secretary-trea-
surer of the local all-Negro Greenala
Credit Union, said itis very difficult for

Negroes to get loans,and ‘‘the People’s .
Bank wouldn’t even let Negroes open a .
before the credit.

savings account”
union was formed in 1961,

We charge them the same rate

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

MONTGOMERY -- Ambulance serv-
lce may soon be hard to get in Mont-
gomery County, especlally outside the
city. Both white and Negro ambulance
owners are talking about cutting their
operations,

Roary Snider, owner of Ambulance
Service Compan) sald this week that
his firm would stop making public-ser-
vice emergency calls outside the

Montgomery police jurisdiction unless

the county board of revenue pays part
of the cost, Snider’s company already
gets a subsidy from the city of Mont-
gomery,

His ambulance service ‘‘basically’?
is for white people, Snider said, ““From
time to time,’” he sald, “we don’t know
who’s hurt when we're called on a
wreck, If it’s a nigger that’s hurt, we
pick ’em up,”

But, he said, ‘‘we don’t solicit that
buslnesr.. We're not trying to run (the
Negro owners) out of business,”

Montgomery’s three Negro ambu-
lance services now pick up people any-
where in the city or county, without get-
ting any financial help, *We pick up
anybody we're called on, - white or
colored,” said C,W, Lee of Lee's Fu-
neral Home,

But that doesn’t mean the county could
get along without subsidizing the white

Support the Movement

The Civic League of Simpson
County, Miss,, needs financial as-
sistance to buy property and con-
struct a building for office and as-
sembly,

We have much work to do
in civil rights and political affairs,
A building is absclutely necessary,
Send your donation to Civic League
of Simpson County, P,O, Box 752,
Mendenhall, Miss, 39114,

In Montgomery, Ala,

You Can Depend on WRMA

WRMA News airs racial, civic, and social

information,

Do you have adequate street lights? Proper
police protection? For a public complaint or
a note of praise--call Norman Lumpkin, WRMA

News, at 264-6440,

WRMA--950 on Your Dial
e = e & 2 s 31 T

WANT ADS

TITTUSVILLE CIVIC LEAGUE --
The civic league’s beautification com-
mittee is asking all persons topartici-
pate in its special project for the month
of December, “Community Christmas
Decorations,’”” The purpose is to spread
Christmas cheer and beautify Tittus-
ville, Citations will be basedon points,
as follows: full block participationand
uniformity, 30 points; theme and types
of decorations, 20 points; originality,
30 points; and artistic quality, 20 points,
Any block captain whose block receives
100 points will be given special recog-
nition, There will be first, second,
third, and fourth prizes, and all below
will receive honorable mention, The
contest closes the night of Dec, 26, Mrs,
Eleanor Smith, chairman,

HELP NEEDED--Anyone who can
help furnish land, housing, pasture,
feed, clothing, or food for evicted Dal-
las County farmers, write Miss Shirley
Mesher, Farmers Aid Committee,
31 1/2 Franklin St,, Selma, Ala,

JOB OPENINGS=--The Southern Cou-
rier will soon be interviewing appli-
cants for four positions on itsbusiness
staff, Two people are needed to work
on circulation and subscriptions, and
two are needed to work on advertising,
High pay, generous expense accounts,
Applicants must be honest, responsible,
and willing to work long hours, and they
must be experienced or interested In

ibusiness, A car is required, If in-
terested, call 262-3572 in Montgomery
to arrange an interview,

WANTED--A manager for the Free-
dom Quilting Bee Handcraft Coopera-
tive, Should have experience inartsand
crafts or design, some business sense,
and the willingness to live and work in
a rural community, Write Selma Inter-
religious Project, 810 29th Ave,,
Tuscaloosa, Ala, 35401, or call
158-2301,

ARKANSAS--The Arkansas Council
on Human Relations has affiliate coun-
cils in Conway, Fayetteville, Pine Bluff,
Fort Smith, and North Little Rock, We
are interested in establishing local
councils throughout the state, ACHR is
integrated at all levels, working in ed-
ucation, voter education, employment,
welfare, and housing, For information,
write Arkansas Council on Human Re-
lations, 1310 Wright, Little Rock, Ark,
72206,

KRISTEE FOUR-YEAR BULBS --
Guaranteed to do away with frequent
burn-outs, replacement buying, and
bulb-snatching, Call265-03901in Mont-

gomery,

CHOICE OPPORTUNITY=--For med-
jcal records librarian or technician,
The challenging task of directing the
medical records departmenl of a mod-
ern 95-bed hospital awaits the “‘chal-
lenger” at Good Samaritan Hospital in .
Selma, Ala, Exceptional working con-
ditions, fringe benefits, salary open,
Letter of application should include
character references, work experi-
ence, and educational background, Send
to Good Samaritan Hospital, P, O, Box
1053, Selma, Ala, 36701,

FOR A BETTER ALABAMA--The
Alabama Council on Human Relations
has active chapters in Birmingham,
Mobile, Montgomery, Huntsville, Flor-
ence-Tuscumbia-Sheffield, Auburn-
Opelika-Tuskegee, Talladega,and Tus-
caloosa, It has a staff that works
throughout the state, The Alabama
Council is iIntegrated at all levels:
its staff officers, staff, and localchap-
ters all have people of both races
working side by side, The Alabama
Council wishes to establish local chap-
ters in every county in the state, H
you wish to join the Council’s crusade
for equal opportunity and human bro-
therhood, write The Alabama Council,
P,0, Box 1310, Auburn, Alabama, for
turther information,

service, ‘I doubt if (the Negro ambu-
lances) could do it all,”” sald Lee,
“We'd have to ask somebody for help,”

In fact, said Lee, heand the other Ne-
gro operators--Cillie’s Mortuary Cen-
ter and Ross-Clayton Funeral Home-~
have ‘been threatening to discontinue
ambulance service,’”” Unless the Negro
ambulance services can get some kind
of city or county subsidy, he said, they
may stop running soon after Jan, 1,

Lee said that, in his opinion, Ambu-
lance Service Company should get
money from the county, as well as the
city, “Their needs are the same as
ours,” he said, ‘‘We're going to quit
unless we get some subsidy of our own,
It’s a tremendous cost, to pay twomen,
and keep a vehicle ready to go at all
times."”

The problem, said Lee, is that
‘‘strange as it seems, people justdon’t
pay ambulance bills, Mostaof 'em seem
to forget they had tobe rushedtoa hos-
pital by a vehicle to save their life,”

Snider said he thought the Negroam-
bulance services should be in better
financial shape than his firmis, “‘They
all have funeral homes to go with (the
ambulance service),”” he saild, “You
can make $1,000 off a funeral, but you
can’t make nothing off a $20 ambulance
call,

‘‘We don't have anything to offset the
rising cost of everything,”

But Lee said that wasn't the way it
works, ‘‘We're forced to make each
department stand on its own legs,’’ he
said,
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CALL OR WRITE:

THE SOUTHERN COURIER

ROOM 1012, FRANK LEU BLDG,
79 COMMERCE ST,
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36104

PHONE 262-3572
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Program Schedule

Monday thru Friday

Sign On 6:00 AM
6:00-7:00 AM
7:00-9:00.
9:00-9:30.
9:30-10:00

rJ, McLain
Jordan Ray

Rev, Greene
Dorothy Jo Stanley

Morning Reveries (Gospel)
Jordan Ray Show (R&B)
The Gospel Hour (Religion)
Dorothy Jo’s Pantry Shelf
(Women’s News)
Gospel Train (Gospel)
Ruben Hughes Show (R&B)
Jordan Ray Show (R&B)

10:00-12 Noon
12:00-3:00 PM
3:00-Sign Off

Dorothy Jo §tanley
Ruben Hughes
Jordan Ray

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD (Church & Social News)--On the Half-Hour
NEWSCASTS--5 Minutes Before the Hour

Saturday

Sign On 6:00 AM
6:00-7:00 AM
7:00-9:0C
9:00-9:30
9:30-12 Noon
12:00-3:00 PM
3:00-Sign Off

r,J, MeLain
Jordan Ray

Rev, Greene
Dorothy Jo Stanley
Ruben Hughes
Jordan Ray

Morning Reveries (Gospel)
Jordan Ray Show (R&B)
The Gospel Hour (Gospel)
Gospel Train (Gospel)
Ruben Hughes Shqw (R&B)
Jordan Ray Show MB)

Merry Christmas!

from

THE GOODWILL GIANT
MOBILE, ALA.
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THE

SOU THERN COURIER

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL--$1 OFF!!

Buy a $3.50 subscription for
., yourself, and send a year’s

subscription to a friend for

only $2.50!!

FOR A FRIEND:

Name

Address

City

State

A5

0 $3,50 for one year ($10 in North, $25 Patron)
[ $2.50 for one year (If you buy or renew for yourself)
ﬂ $2 for 6 months (South only)

O $1 for 3 months (South only-paid in advance)

MAIL TO:

THE SOUTHERN COURIER
Room 1012, Frank Leu Bldg.

79 Commerce St,
Montgomery, Ala, 36104

with

FOR YOU:

Name

Address -

City State f‘ .
O $3.50 tor one year ($10 in North, $25 Patron)

[ $2 for 6 months (South only)
1 $1 for 3 months (Suuth only-paid in advance)

QO BILL ME
B CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENC LOSED

Be sure to fill out

both blanks, if you

are just sending a gift,
We need your name, too,
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LLADY GETS HELP MFDP Challenges Plan

Troy Leaders Act

BY VIOLA BRADFORD

TROY--Mrs, Emma Walker, a 62-
year-old widow, has lived in a wheel-
chair for eight years. Until recently,
the only financial aid she had was{rom
friends, relatives, and neighbors,

“I know they’re tired of doing it now,"
she said, So one day a group of Negro
leaders--including Mrs, Johnnie M,
Warren, Elder Willle Paul, and Mrs,
Mary Howard--went to tell Probate
Judge Ben Reeves about Mrs, Walker’s
situation,

As a result, Mrs, Walker wasableto
get money from the welfare department,
She now receives a check on the 28thof

4 “ t s 4
every month, o B f” d

Wi

CHRISTMAS IS DEC, 25, MRS, EMMA WALKER

Patronize Courier Advertisers

the whole family
benefits from your
all-services bank!

Competent money-management protects and helps
everyone in the family, from great-granddad to the
newest member, very junior grade!

Aim toward specific '‘targets’’ — old-age security,

music lessons for the youngsters, a special vacation —
new car — whatever it is, save for it . . . let us help you
finance it with easy payments. You will reach your aim
more quickly by letting us be your financial partner!

ALABAMA FXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

P.O, Box 728 Tuskegee, Alabama

We Are an Equal Opportunity Employer

For State

JACKSON, Miss, -- Members of the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Par-
ty (MFDP) last Tuesday challenged
Mississippi’s new reapportionment
plan for the state legislature, In asuit
filed in federal court, the MFDP mem-
bers said the district lines for the 52
Senate and 122 House districts still
aren't fair,

The suit claims there is too much
variation in the size of the districts,and
it accuses the legislature of ‘‘racial
gerrymandering,”?

According to the U, S, Supreme
Court’s ‘‘one man, one vote' decision,
legislative districts must all be about
the same size, The suit says the popu-
lation of each district should not vary
more than 15% from the average,

But, the suit charges, 24 House dis-

Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Righu'

The weekly meeting will be at
7 p.m, Monday in St, James Baptist
Church, 1100 Sixth Ave, N,, theRev,
C.W, Sewell, pastor, Editor Emory
O, Jackson will be our pep speaker,

MALDEN BROTHERS
BARBER SHOP

407 South Jackson
Montgomery, Alabama

262-9249
Nelson and Spurgeon Malden

/] ' CHRISTMAS
TO ALL!

? THE
/ SOUTHERN

e N P T )
HELP-HELP-HELP
REYV. ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN
of Macon, Ga,

DIVINE
SPIRITUAL HEALER
Jesus is truly giving victory to many,
many people’s problems, SUCCESS
CAN BE YOURS, See or write me
today, I have a special message for
every troubled soul, Last week
many, many people were helped by
my special selected Bible reading,
to be read on Special Days, If you
want to be delivered quickly, Send
$1.00 and stamped, self-addressed
envelope to:
REV, ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN
630 MORROW ST,

Macon, Ga., Phone SH, 5-6475
You will get these
SPECIAL SELECTED BIBLE
VERSES BY RETURN MAIL
R T AT

g

from

COURIER

Legislature

tricts and 16 Senate districts vary more
than 15% from what should be theaver=
age population of the districts, Alcorn
County, whichforms one House district,
has almost twice as many people as
Montgomery County, which forms
another district, the suit says,

The MFDP also claims that indraw-
ing the lines, the state legislators com-
bined ‘‘counties with Negro majorities
with counllps with white majorities, so
as to produce an over-all white major-
ity in the combined districts,”

For example, the suitsays, Jefferson
County -- which has almost twice as
many Negro citizens as white, and now
has a small Negro voting majority--was
combined diagonally with mostly-white
Lincoln County, in both the House and
Senate plans, Combining Jefferson with
closer counties would have resulted in
a district with the same population, the
suit says, but this, wasn’t done because
it would have given Negroes a majority,
el SIS

Game of the Week

BTW Smashes Blount

MONTGOMERY -- The high-scoring
Booker T, Washington basketball team
had no trouble pulverizing the Blount
High Leopards, 80 to 36, last Tuesday
night in the BTW gymnasium,

The Yellow Jackets led from the
opening whistle to the final buzzer,
picking up their sixth win in seven
starts, They buried the visitors from
Mobile with a 30-point splurge in the
second period,

Herbert Carter and Arthur Roberts
each tallied 18 points to lead the BTW
attack, Blount’s top scorer was B,
Thrash, with 11,

Basketball activity will be stepped
up after Christmas, Bigholiday tourna-
ments are scheduled in several spots
across the state,

DON'T FORGET!
There’s just one week left in The
Southern Courier’s Party Line contest,
Draw a new Party Line headline, and
win $10! Other prizes, too,

Radio Station

Ministerial Alliance,
our Pastor’s Study,

Listen

HAS INSTITUTED The Pastor’s Study

BROADCAST DAILY
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 9:00 to 9:15 AM

THE PASTOR?'S STUDY is a daily devotional prepared under
the auspices of and in conjunction with the Montgomery

Also, for your continuing listening, our GOSPEL PROGRAMS,
4:00 to 6:00 AM and 9:15:to 11:00 AM, and with Gretchen
Jenkins from 11:00 AM to 12 Noon, Monday thru Friday,

WAPX Radio
1600 k.c. on yourdial

WAPX

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

more children in its volunteer centers
than these three programs combined
had in theirs,

MAP has been able to get Head Start
going in only twocounties--Warrenand
Laudérdale, SWMO has not gotten any
centers going, or as yet hired a staff,
And Rust College hasn’t yetbegun to set
up a program, because of confusion
about administration, .

At mid-week, CDGM and OEO had
not come to an on-paper agreement
about the details of CDGM's new grant,
But according to their verbal agree-
ment reached last Friday, CDGM will
run centers for about 6,000 children,

to your favorite minister in

Mrs. Isaac
Dickson

of the FirstC ME Church
in Montgomery says: ‘I
wasable to purchase mu=-
sic for the choir with the
money I made from my

Southern Courier

Subscription Drive

CHURCH GROUPS! " CLUBS!
money, too?
like to buy?

and members, and share in the profits,

Montgomery, Ala,

1400 on Your

ORGANIZATIONS!
Are you having a fund drive, or is there something you would

Have a subscription drive for The Southern Courier, and join the many other
groups who are raising money this way, Sell subscriptions to your friends

Call us at 262-3572 in Montgomery, or write us at 622 Frank Leu Building,
36104, for full details,

At first, OEOhad said CDGM could work
in just 12 countles--Madison, Rankin,
Issaquena, Sharkey, Jones, Jasper, Co-
piah, Leake, Smith, Lowndes, Scott, and
Stone, But last Friday, OEO said CDGM
could also operate in at least four more
counties--Clarke, Neshoba, Leflore,
and Humphreys--where MAP has been
unable to get centers going,
000000000000000000000000

FOR A BETTER §

TOMORROW ¢

L]
In Alabama all our yesterdayse®

eare marred by hate,dlscrlmlnatlon,:
:mjustlce, and violence, Among the:
eorganizations working for a bettere
stomorrow on the principle of humang
®brotherhood is the Alabama Council ®
:on Human Relations, Membership ¢
®in the Council is open to all who:
ewish to work for a better tomorrowe
Son this principle, For further in-g
:rormatlon, write the Alabama:
e Council, P,O, Box 1310, Aurburn,e
® Alabama, .
:........................

Madam Choctaw

INDIAN HEALER

READER & ADVISOR
Are you sick? Doyou have bad luck?
Bring your problems to MADAM
CHOCTAW today and be rid of them
tomorrow,

4 MILES FROM
BOYLSTON ON LOWER
WETUMPKA ROAD

LOOK FOR INDIAN HEAD SIGN
IN FRONT OF HER HOME

Would you like to make

Don’t wait--DO IT TODAY!

Fall and Winter

Dial Program Schedule

Monday through Friday

BIG D WAKE UP SHOW
6-9 AM Sam Double O Moore

GOSPEL SHIP

9-11 AM Trumon Puckett

NOON SPECIAL

11-1 PM Rick Upshaw

[}
AFTERNOON SESSION
1-3:30 PM Willie McKinstry

Saturday

WEEKEND SPECIAL
6-12 Noon Sam Double O Moore

SATURDAY SESSION
12-6 PM Johnny Jive

SATURDAY EXPRESS
6-12 Midnight Willle McKinstry

MOVIN’ HOME SHOW
3:30-6 PM Sam Double O Moore

EVENING SPECIAL
6-8 PM Willie McKinstry

GOSPEL SHIP
8-10 PM Trumon Puckett

LATE DATE
10-12 Midnight Johnny Jive

Sunday

FAVORITE CHURCHES
6-12 Noon

TOP 14 REVIEW

12-4 PM Rick Upshaw
SONGS OF THE CHURCH
4-6 PM Trumon Puckett
FAVORITE CHURCHES
6-12 Midnight

All-Nite Show--Midnight to 6 AM
Johnny Jackson - Lewis White - Rick Upshaw
News at Twenty-five and lf‘uty-me Past the Hour

BIG D RADIO






