Dahmer Slayer Gets Life Sentence

Murder Conviction in Miss.

B

BY JONATHAN GORDON
HATTIESBURG, Miss,-=A jury
of 12 white men made history last
weekend when it convicted Cecil
Sessums of murder in the 1966
night-rider slaying of Negro civil
rights leader Vernon Dahmer.

Sessums, 31, was the first of 11 alleged Ku Klux
Klansmen from Laurel to be tried in state court
here on murder and arson charges stemming from
Dahmer?’s death,

Circuit Judge Stanton Hall sentenced Sessums to
life imprisonment, after the jury failed to agreeon
-the death penalty,

During the three days of testimony, the jury heard
a bizarre tale of a 12-man conspiracy to attack
Dahmer?’s home in Forrest County.

T, Weber Rodgers, a crippled former Klansman,
testified that he participated in a ‘‘dry run’*--or
reconnaissance mission--on Dahmer’s house, led
by Sessums as ‘““exalted cyclops?? of a Laurelklav-
ern,

#The plans were ‘projects three and four’--burn-
ing and annihilation,”” said Rodgers.

He also testified that Sam Bowers Jr,--imperial
wizard of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan and
another defendant in the Dahmer case--was furious
because the assassination of ‘that damn nigger down

south?” was behind schedule,

The state’s key witness was Billy Roy Pitts, who
has already pleaded guilty to participating Ln the
conspiracy to kill Dahmer, He said he was Ses-
sums’ bodyguard during the attack on Dahmer’s
home,

Pitts recalled seeing Sessums throw gasoline and
torches through Dahmer?’s picture window, *Cecil
said, ‘Let him die,” when we heard a man’s voice
inside,? Pitts testified.

The defense tried to discredit the testimony by
calling Pitts the *‘government’s bought liar,”” De-
fense attorney Lawrence Arrington produced three
witnesses--Sessums?’ mother and two others--who
said they were with Sessums at the time of the kill-
mg.

One of them--James Yount--was arrested for
perjury after he denied membership in the Ku Klux
Klan,

In his final argument, Arrington said, ‘‘There are
some men in Washington who will be awfully sick if
you (the jury) return the right kind of verdict, The
federal government has sent down FBImen, federal
marshals, and bought phony testimony from Pitts,

¢“You know Pitts is a bold-faced liar, He’d sell
his soul to LBJ, ..and everybody in Washington,
You know why they waited two years tobring up this
case--this is an election year, And if the football
is kicked in the right direction, somebody might run
for a touchdown, And you know who I'm talking about

--that little man from Alabama,?

District Attorney James Finch replied, *“Think
of the trial Vernon Dahmer got, A farmhouse in the
country--Sam Bowers, judge, Cecil Sessums, pro-
secuting attorney, Vernon Dahmer was one of the
finest men in our community--honest and hard-
working, But these people from Jones County came
down to Forrest County for projects three andfour
--arson and murder,’?

“If we turn justice over tothe Klan,’ said Finch,
“then we may as well tear down this courthouse,
and send the judge and jury home, And I don’t want
to live here then, , ..

¢«*Now I didn’t vote for LBJ, And I didn’t agree
with (former President) Kennedy, But that doesn’t
give me the right to kill him, I didn’t want federal
charges here, I wanted a Forrest County court, a
Forrest County judge, and a Forrest County jury,

“You 12 men represent Forrest County to the
world when it comes to justice,’ Finch concluded,
¢May God help you in your deliberations,”

Judge Hall carved wood almost continuously as
he listened to the case, Hesaidhe was using a ra-
zor confiscated from a defendantinanassault case,

The two state witnesses--Pitts and Rodgers--
were under constant guard by federal marshalsand
FBI agents, Pitts said he had moved his family to
a secret location for safety, ‘‘You get a barrel of
cement for crossing the Klan,”” he explained,
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TEN CENTS

JAMES K, BAKER (LEFT) ADDRESSES BOARD OF REVENUE MEETING

But Board of Revenue Says No

500 Demand Free Food

t Meeting in Barbour

BY MARY ELLEN GALE
CLAYTON, Ala.--Five
hundred people paid a
visit to the Barbour Coun-
ty Board of Revenue last
week at the courthouse
in Clayton.

They overflowed the courtroom
benches, crowded the jury boxes, and
lined the walls three and four deep.

The visitors--poor people and their
friends from all over Barbour County=--
came to ask the board of revenue to
withdraw its application for food stamps
and to support the surplus food program
instead,

¢Stamps cost money, commodities do
rot--it’s just that simple,?”” James K,
Baker, attorney for half a dozen Negro
civic groups, told the white revenue
commissioners,

““These people here is just a few,”
added the Rev, L, C, Loman of Clio,
¢“Wouldn't have been able to get these
people out here if they weren’t terribly
disturbed.

#] don’t want to see no demonstra-
tions, I don’t want to see nomarching--
if they march I'm not going tobe in it--
but people may march if they don’t get
what they are entitled to,”

Jury Suits Filed

MONTGOMERY, Ala,--Several citi-
zens of Barbour, Bullock, and Henry
counties complained last week that they
are excluded from state-court juries
because they are Negroes--or because
they are women,

In three separate suits, the people
asked the federal court here to halt
state-court proceedings in all three
counties until the jury boxes are emp-
tied and re-filled, The new jury lists
should accurately reflect the ratio of
Negroes to whites and men to women
in each county, the suits noted.

Only a “token number?’ of Negroes--
and no women--have ever served on ju-
ries in the three counties, the suits said,

The people applauded Loman’s re-
marks, And they clapped even more
loudly when Mrs, Jimmie Lou Osborne
said, *I think Pm speaking for all the
people here--I don’t want no part of no
stamps,”?

The board of revenue didn’t respond
to the demands at the meeting, But this
week, chairman John M, Dismukes said
that present plans are to go ahead with
the food stamp program,

He insisted that the people had been
“misinformed,” *I think they’ll come
to feel (stamps) are a mighty good pro-
gram, once they understand it,”” Dis-
mukes said,

The board of revenue endorsed the
food stamp programatanearlier meet-
ing March 6--after several white mer=-
chants said that free food would put them
out of business,

By its action, the board canceled a
two-year-old agreement with the Dis-
trict 24 Community Action Program,
The CAP was planning to begin distrib-
uting surplus food next month,

At last week’s meeting, the board of
revenue left most of the talking to Clio
Mayor Dan Easterling, a strong sup-
porter of food stamps,

“I'm mayor of the whiteand I'm may-
or of the colored,” Easterling said, “I
know something about the needs of the
poor people--both races.*

Although the Negro civic groups were
not invited to the March 6 meeting,
Easterling said, the purpose was not
“to discriminate against anybody, We
met to represent you,””

He said surplus food consists mostly
of ‘“dried milk” and ‘‘wormy beans,*
but stamps are *something justas good
as a $1 bill,” Given the choice between
getting $70 worth of free food and pay-
ing $10 for $80 worth of stamps, “I
daresay you’d rather have the stamps,””
Easterling commented,

¢Nol No!* shouted back several peo-
ple in the audience,

And John Kelly Jr,, a civil rights
leader from Eufaula, pointed out that
surplus food is the same food the coun-

ty uses in its school free-lunch pro-
gram, “I think thefederal government
puts out quality food,” Kelly said,

Other people wanted to know whether
it would take another two years to get
the food stamp program started, Gor=
man Houston, the board’s attorney,
claimed that state and federal officials
told him the program can begin very
soon,

But Oscar Bentley, head of the Ala-
bama bureau of commodity distribution,
admitted this week that the U, S, De=-
partment of Agriculture has said it
won’t add any food stamp programs be-
fore July 1, *“‘But you never know what
the federal government will do,’” he
added,

Police Chief, Trooper
Arrested by Amerson

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE, Ala,--Shortly before midnight last Saturday, said Ocie Devance
Jr,, a 2l-year-old Negro man, he was sitting alone in a friend’s car outside the
First and Last Chance tavern at the northern edge of Macon County,

Then, said Devance, Notasulga Police Chief Bobby Singleton drove up and ar-
rested him for disorderly conduct.

During the next two hours, Devance told MaconCounty Sheriff Lucius D, Amer-
son this week, Singleton held a gun on him while State Trooper James Howard

Bass beat and kicked him,

At one point, Devance, said, the two white law enforcement officers drove him

out to the police pistol range between
Notasulga and Tuskegee,

There, as the fog swirled up around
his feet, Devance recalled, ‘‘Bass snap-
ped the gun behind my head, Then Sin-
gleton said, ‘Let’s put this nigger off
here and kill him, I don’t want to get
the blood all over me,?

“] begged *em please not to kill me,
After that they taken me back to (the
Notasulga) jail,”

On warrants sworn out by Devance,
Amerson--Alabama’s only Negro sher-
iff--arrested Bass for assault andbat-
tery and Singleton for making threats
with a dangerous weapon.

Both law enforcement officers were
freed on $300 bond to await the April
1 session of Macon County Inferior
Court,

Neither officer could be reached for
comment this week, But Amersonsaid
Singleton signed a statement denying
the accusations against him,

And Colonel C, W, Russell, state pub-
lic safety director, said Bassis stillon
the job while the incident is being in-
vestigated, A man’s not guilty until
he’s proven so,’” Russell remarked.

Meanwhile, civil rights leaders and
FBI agents joined in the investigation,
“Things like this must not be allowed
to happen,’”” said the Rev, K, L, Buford,
state field director of the NAACP,

Devance, a soft-spoken young man,
said his arrest for disorderly conduct

puzzled him, When Singletonand anoth-
er Notasulga officer approached him
outside the tavern, Devance said, “I
asked why was they arresting me, I
told them I hadn’t said anything and I
hadn’t did anything,?’

But, he said, the officers put him in
their patrol car and drove him to the
jail in the Notasulga City Hall,

After booking him, Devance went on,
Singleton took him into another room,
¢“Trooper Bass came in and cut the

lights out,” Devance recalled, *I was
standing in the corner and he started
beating me, He hit me one time with
his hand, most times with his fist, He
kicked me in the stomach and side,”

While the beating was going on, De-
vance said, Singleton stood by, holding
a a‘nt

Then, said Devance, the officers
drove him out to the pistol range, and
“Chief Singleton handed Bassa sawed=

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE, Col, 4)

B’ham Company Accused

Of Racial Discrimination

BY BOB LABAREE
BIRMINGHAM, Ala,--

Hayes International Cor-
poration--a large federal

contractor employing
over 4,500 ©people to
make aircraft parts--

has been accused of ra-
cial discrimination by
one of its Negro employ=-
ees,

And Investigations by the federal
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission (EEOC) have supported the
charge that certain hiring, training,

ACHR DIRECTOR RESIGNS

AUBURN, Ala,--Bob Valder, execu-
tive director of the Alabama Council on
Human Relations for thelasttwoyears,
is resigning as of May 1,

In a letter to ACHR officials, he out-
lined some of the reasons why he is
leaving,

¢The nature of human relations coun-

cils is that much of their work contri-
butes to few TANGIBLE results--and
sometimes to few intangible results,"”
he wrote,

“Although fund-raising and member-
ship drives are necessary and good,”
Valder continued, ‘‘they tend to takean
inordinate amount of time--time which
could better be used on projects,”

In additon, he said, “I have found it to
be extremely difficult for a staff person
to have much influence in getting local
chapters active and effective,

“Where you have a good, active and
effective local chapter--and that’s
pretty rare--it is almost entirely due
to thelocal leadership, Where the chap-
ter is less than desirable--which is not
rare--that is almost entirely due to
local leadership, and there’s not much

the staff persons can do about it,

#This is probably the most perplex-
ing and frustrating problem I’ve en=-
countered with the council,””

And ““in spite of all the good folks,”
Valder wrote, he no longer wants to
work inAlabama, He cited “‘the oppres-
sive -atmosphere, the savage indigni-
ties, the near hopelessness, and one’s
near helplessness,”

Alabama, he said, is ““extremely fer-

tile soil?” for ‘‘cynicism, the implicit
assumption that most white people and
some black people are basically brutal

or at best unconcerned, (and) serious
doubts about this country--its priori-
ties, its will, its racism,”?

Finally, Valder said, he thinks he can
be more useful inhis new job--regional
director of information for the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
Inc,, in Charlotte, N, C,

He will be working withlocal organi-
zations in five Southern states to im-
prove employment opportunities for
black people, by influencing major com-
panies and labor unions to end racial
discrimination,

Valder said he had a hard time mak-
ing the “‘rather painful decision’ tore-
sign from the ACHR, Although “the
council has not yet become the kind of
organization which I had hopedI could
help it become,’ he wrote, ‘I am con-
vinced (it) has great potential,”

BOB VALDER

and advancement practices at Hayes
work to keep Negroes in luw=paid jobs,

In a federal-court suit filed here last
month, Roosevelt Bitten claimed that
he was turned down for a jobasa stock
clerk two years agobecause there were
“no openings at the time,”

Instead, Bitten said, he was hired in
the wash rack,anall-Negro department
where aircraft parts are cleaned,

But the EEOC found that on the same
day Bitten was turned down, six other
men--one of whom was a Negro--were
hired in the stock clerk department,

Bitten, who formerly worked as a
stock clerk for a New York aircraft
manufacturer, said his requests to be
transferred from the wash rack have
never been granted,

In addition, EEOC investigators said,
no white man has ever been transferred
into the wash rack department in its
15-year history,

Bitten said his job inthe washrackis
not in the same seniority division as a
stock clerk position, so he has little
chance for advancement,

EEOC reported that between August
and October of 1965, 62 menwere hired
for positions which are in the line of
progression leading to stock clerk, But
only five of the men were Negroes, the
EEOC said,

The report also said 80% of the 210
Negroes who work at Hayes--Birming-
ham’s third largest employer--are
classified in labor grades 9 and 10, the
lowest in the plant,

According to the EEOC,Hayes repre-
sentatives explained the refusal to
transfer Bitten on the basis of union
agreements, The company said the
unions do not permit employees to be
transferred into a department until all
men laid off from that department have
been recalled,

And if Bittenhadbeenhiredasa stock
clerk at the time he applied, the com-
pany claimed, he would have been laid
off after June of 1966,
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Editorial Opinion

Suicide

The Barbour County Board of Revenue has decided
to fill the pocketbooks of white grocers instead of the
stomachs of poor black people. Despite angry protests
from hundreds of Negro citizens, the board is not going
to allow the local anti-poverty program to distribute

surplus food.
vide food stamps.

Instead, the county is planning to pro-

At last week’s board of revenue meeting, civil rights
leaders repeatedly pointed out that while surplus food
is free, stamps cost money, But the board didn’t seem
to hear the arguments, It was too busy listening to Clio
Mayor Dan Easterling, In anincredible oration, East-
erling spoke about the ‘““God-given right’’ to buy food
--instead of getting it free. Hedidn’t mention that God
doesn’t usually provide the cash,

Easterling also insisted that he knows what poor people need better than they
do themselves, “I’m representing you,’” he claimed,

But the sad truthis thatwhite officials in Alabama have seldom--if ever--been
truly responsive to the needs of their black constituents, It was apparent at the
meeting that most Barbour County Negroes place far more trust in federal offi-
cials they have never met than in local officials they have knownall their lives,

By its action last week, the Barbour County Board of Revenue demonstrated
the peculiar self-destructive tendency of local government in Alabama, White
people in this state often complain that the heavy hand of the federal government
is érushing ¢‘local control,” But federal officials aren’t really murdering local
goverfiment, It’s obvlously a case of suicide,

Letters to the Edltor

To the Editor:

I was pleased to see, in the March
9-10 edition, a couple of stories and a
display ad concerning the war in Viet
Nam, Anti-war activity and sentiment
has been a little slow getting started
in the South, even though it’s way past
time that we woke up and realized what
the war is doing--not only to Viet Nam

but also to the USA and to the whole

world community,

I'm not a pacifist--maybe I should
have been, but I've never thought
through that position, Like most ordi-
nary joes, I've just assumed that “‘war
is hell,”” but what the hell, sometimes
you have to go to war--sometimes you
have to beat the jesus out of the Adolf
Hitlers and the John C, Calhouns, A
bad show, but you got to do it,

Maybe at first that's what most of us
thought was going onin Viet Nam, Well,
it ain’t so, To beginwith, weare fight-
ing a spook (something called “inter-
national communism,’ which doesn’t
exist, in spite of our State Department),
Number 2: we’re utterly annihilating a
country and its people (**We found it
necessary to destroy this towninorder

"to save it"’), Number 3: weare spend-
ing over $2,000,000,000 a month on the
war, which is a lot even for the USA,
Number 4: we are, in the name of the
war, turning aside from our domestic
tragedies--poverty and racism=-at the
very time when these fatal diseasesare
in most need of treatment, Numbers5,
6, 7 etc,~~the list is disastrously long,
and everybody ought to look and listen
and find out for himself what’s going on,

So I urge and beg--on my knees if
necessary--every red-blooded Ameri-
can to say “NOI” to the war in Viet
Nam, There are several formsof pro-
test available, and protest has to be
drastic because we’ve got a drastic
situation, Young men of draft agehave
taught us certain ways of saying “NO!**
For middle-aged types like myself
there are other ways,

One way, and this is the point of my
letter, is the INCOME TAX REFUSAL,
When I file my tax forms during the next
month, I plan to hold back 25% of my
tax, which is theapproximate amount of
your and my tax that would go towards
the war in Viet Nam, And I shall so
state in an accompanying latter to the
Internal Revenue Service,

Some of your readers may not find
this kind of protest very meaningful;
others may, But may I encourage ev-
eryone to find a way (or ways) of say-
ing ““NO!” Whether our combinedpro-
test will affect USA policy isaquestion
I cannot answer, butone has totry, And
I am afraid the liberal days of writing-
letters-to-your-congressmen are past,

There are various ways of protesting
via the income-tax-refusal route, I'll
be glad to send information to anyone
who would like to know more--andalso
information on the penalties you may
incur,

Being a clergyman, I suppose I
should add that unfortunately I am not
speaking for my church, but only for
myself as a person, And when the stuff
hits the fan, that’s whatitalways comes
down to, isn’t it?

John W, B, Thompson
Mobile, Ala,

* k k %k
To the Editor:

I read in Sunday’s paper a statement
read as follow: it was agreed by both
sides that Negro athletes now in inte-
grated schools are being treated fairly
and there have been no complaints of
discrimination,

Attorney (Fred D,) Gray and the op-
posing attorneys, do you visit Lanier
High School to see whats going on over
there? Have you interviewed the stu-
dents, the Negro students who trying
to make the football team?

The Negro students tryed last year,
Did any of them play foot ball on Lanier
team? It is rumored that therewillnot
be a integrated team,

I saw the white students hitting the
Negro students in the back twoand three
at a time, Did the white coaches open
their mouth? No, Did you ask any of
the Negro students that walked off from
the team practice why they walked off?

1 have been going out there often look-
ing, Ask the Negro students how many
times the white students pick them up
and throw them as tho they are a foot
ball after the plays are over,

I am visiting Montgomery, Alabama,
¥ you go to Bell Street Baptist Church
on Monday nights, you will find out
enough to make a new world, A mem-
ber of the Alabama Action Committee
showed me a copy of a letter sent to
Mr, E, D, Nixon concerning the treat-
ments of Negro students at Lanier High
after we read the paper this morning,

Alabama Action Committee officers
been going out there (to Lanier), and
looking through the fence, and on the
campus, taking pictures, They are
awaiting the news media to tell their
side, and they will tell and show their
side,

Who do Mr, Nixon represent, as
president of the local NAACP branch?
1 am here to see if the Alabama Action
Committee need support financhly mor-
ally,

John A, Ishom
Niagara Falls, New York

ASTA Head
‘A Move to

BY FRANKLIN HOWARD
AND BOB LABAREE

MONTGOMERY, Ala,
--A 4% pay raisefor Ala-
bama’s teachers is much
too little and comes much
too late, according to Joe
Reed, executive secre-
tary of the Alabama State
Teachers Association
(ASTA),

“It's just chicken-feed,” Reed said
about former Governor George C, Wal-
lace’s promise to give state teachersan
average salary increase of $230 next
fall,

1 think it’s a political move,”
charged Reed, “I think he’s outtrying
to hoodwink the teachers into voting for
him for president this year--or gover=-
nor in 1970,*

Reed said the increase will simply
move most teachers into a higher in-
come tax bracket, ‘‘so they won’t ex-
perience even a $230 raise, The tax
will take it,”*

Reed noted that the former governor
has also promised to build two new jun-
ior colleges next year--one in Fayette
and one in Andalusia,

“They say over and over they don’t
have the money to doanything for teach-
ers, and then, if you please, they come
right back with $900,000 for two new
junior colleges,’”” Reedsaid, *Alabama
can’t afford the ones it has now--and if
you have that money, don’t tell me you
don’t have it for the teachers,

*The whole educational system in
Alabama is a political football, Some-
thing ought to be done to stop it=-but I
don’t know what can be done,””

Wallace announced the 4% salary in-
crease last week atthe 86thannual con-
vention of the Alabama Education Asso-

MRS, CONSUELLO J, HARPER

Macon Gets
Lady D eputy

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE, Ala.--Mrs, ConsuelloJ,
Harper of Shorter last week became the
first Negro lady law-enforcement offi-
cer in Alabama,

She was appointed to serve as a spe-
cial deputy by Alabama’s only Negro
sheriff, Lucius D, Amerson of Macon
County,

Mrs, Harper has a tiny silver badge,
and a card that says she is authorized
“‘to enforce the law, make arrests,and
to execute any legal papers placed in
her hands,”

Amerson put her to work rightaway,
He sent her out to deliver six subpoe-
nas--including one for her husband,
Socrates Harper, a witness in a civil
case,

When she gave the subpoena to her
husband, Mrs, Harper recalled this
week, ‘“he said, ‘Oh no, is thatfor me?’
But then he laughed,”

Mrs, Harper--a civic leader who
campaigned for Amerson twoyearsago
--hopes to organize a teen-agers aux-
iliary to the sheriff’s department,

“Many of our drop-outs are getting
in trouble in Macon County,?” she said,
“This would give them something more
constructive to do than fighting with
each other,”

She also plans to arrange a program
for school-children, to answer the
question, “What is the law??

Kelly Loses

EUFAULA, Ala,--John Kelly Jr,
lost his bid tobecome Barbour Coun-
ty’s first Negro office=holder this
week, In the racefor the city Demo-
cratic Executive Committee, he re-
ceived just 717 votes to 1,882 for his
white opponent, J, J, Jaxon,

But Kelly said he’s not discour=
aged, and plans to run for office
again, Healsosaidthat city officials
switched opponents on him--to make
sure he ran againstthe most popular
candidate,

¢] think I have proved a point,**
Kelly said, ““We have to work for
what we get, The citizens dida won-
derful job, but they didn’t go all the
way,”

GEORGE C, WALLACE
ciation (AEA) in Birmingham, His
words drew a ripple of applause,
But later, there were signs that the
AEA--which has a membership of about

JOE REED

25,000 white teachers--wasn’t much
happier than the ASTA--which repre=
sents about 10,000 Negro teachers,

Vernon St, John of Opp, the AEA’s new

Calls Pay Increase

Hoodwink Teachers’

president, suggested that Wallace dou-
ble the raise to 8%, But state officials
said this week that the money isn’t
available.

In his speech, Wallace said *“Alabama
has done well”” inproviding for the edu-
cational needs of its citizens, He cited
the free textbook program, and the re-
cent appointment of an Education Study
Commission,

¢¢This administration will continue to
put public education firstin impor-
tance,” he pledged,

While white educators were meeting
in Birmingham, Negro educators met
in Montgomery, The ASTA members
were told that the two groups are mov=-
ing steadily toward their planned merg-
er, and may complete it by July 1.

Clarence Mitchell, head of the
NAACP’s bureau in Washington, D, C,,
told the ASTA?’s 85th annual convention
that the merger is a step in the right
direction,

At the meeting, Herman L, Harris
of Montgomery was inaugurated as the
new ASTA president.

Hattiesburg High School Youths
Arrested on Vagrancy Charges

BY JONATHAN GORDON

HATTIESBURG, Miss,--*The sum-
mer has begun already, and it’s going
to be the worst we’ve ever had,” the
Rev, Peter Quinn, a civil rights lead-
er, said gloomily this week,

Quinn was talking about several re-
cent incidents involving white city po-
licemen and Negro youths,

For instance, he said, six Hattles-
burg High School students werearrest-
ed last Saturday and charged with va-
grancy. ¢‘‘How can a person attending
school be a vagrant?” asked Quinn,

Willy Moore, 18, said he was walking
outside the Star Grill Cafe on Saturday
night, when a policeman drove by and
told him to ‘‘get in the damn car,”

Moore said he told the patrolman that

-he was on his way home and was trying

to borrow cabfare, ‘‘He saidall right,”
Moore recalled, ‘‘(But) later he came
back and took me in, I had just got the
fare,”

That night, Moore stayed ina cell with
five other black youths, all arrested
separately for vagrancy,

Although he wasn’t allowed tomakea
phone call, Moore said, on Sunday even-
ing he managed to talk through the jail
window to a friend outside,

The friend got in touch with Quinn,
who raised bail for the jailed youths,

In another incident, Rudolph Foster
was charged with assault and battery
and attempted murder--although sev-

eral people say he was derénding him-
self,

“There are 100 witnesses,”” said a
Negro teen-ager, ‘Onekid’s beenafter
Rudolph for the last month, He pulled
a knife on Rudolph,and Rudolph shot his
gu.ﬂ.

“He purposely shot wide, just wanted
to scare the guy with the knife, The bul-
let ricocheted off a car, and hitanother
kid in the leg, But Rudolph didn’t try
and hurt anybody,*?

Hattiesburg police officers refused
to talk about the incidents, except to say
that *‘just because (the youths) were ar-
rested doesn’t mean they’ll get convict-
ed.”

BUSINESS A

Brady Daniel, a graduate of Academy
St, High School and now a sophomoreat
Tuskegee Institute, spoke at the annual
youth program of the Bethel Baptist
Church last Sunday, Daniel is also

;!

BRADY DANIEL
president of the South East Youth Con=-
vention, The theme of the program was
““Remember now thy creator inthe days
of thy youth,” (From Mrs, J, M, War-
ren)

Montgomery, Ala.

John D, McDade, athletics director
and basketball coach at Georgia Wash-
ington High School in Mt, Meigs, has
been appointed by the Montgomery
County Recreation Board to direct a
recreation program this summer, He
will organize and supervise centers
throughout the county,

New Orleans, La.

The U, S, Department of Justice has
filed 2 motion in federal court here to
prevent the Plaquemines Parish (coun-
ty) school board from closing down all
public schools on April 1, The board
said it has to close the schools because
it has no money, But the Justice De-
partment said the school officials have
been supplying transportation and text
books for local private schools for white
students, Plagquemines Parishhasbeen
under court order to desegregate its
schools since last June 27,

Tuskegee, Ala.

“America is determined to win the
war in Viet Nam by a military victory
--not a compromise--so you will not
have people walking over you here at
home,’”” That, said Harold W, Webb, is
what U, S, Ambassador-at-Large Ave-
rell Harriman told Democrats from

several Southeastern states last month
in Atlanta, Ga, Webb--a Negro member
of the Macon County Board of Revenue
--was reporting to the Tuskegee Civic
Association (TCA) on the Democratic
National Committee’s “‘Victory 68"
conference last Feb, 23-24, Webb said
Secretary of Transportation Alan S,
Boyd ‘discussed the need for new civil
rights legislation to deal with the causes
of riots, and Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity Director Sargent Shriver spoke
about the problems in carrying out the
anti-poverty program, And Geor-
gia’s segregationist Governor Lester
G, Maddox said the Democratic Party
has *‘room enough for everyone,’?

Atlanta, Ga.

Leaders of American minority
groups met here last weekend and
pledged their support for the Rev, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr,’s Poor Pegple’s
Campaign in Washington, D, C,, this
spring, The session--called by SCLC
--included representatives of Ameri-
can Indians, Puerto Ricans, poor
whites, Negroes, and Mexican-Ameri-
cans, They elected eight people to serve
on the National Poor People’s Steering
Committeé, The minority leadersalso
talked about the poverty and oppression
of their people--and about their rich
culture and heritage, There were songs

|and stories of the Negroslave, the poor
‘white miner, the Mexican-American

migrant worker, and the original
American--the Indian, Said one poor
white person, ‘It is not really the poor
people who are responsible for hatred

" in our country, but the powerful eco-

nomic and political managers who want
to keep us down, We will nolonger per-
mit them to divide us,’* Cesar Chavez
--head of the United Farm Workers As-
sociation and leader of the historic
grape-pickers’ strike in California--

was unable to attend the meeting be-
cause of his 25-day fast in support of
non-violence in the migrant workers
movement, But he telephoned his ap-
proval,

Tuscaloosa, Ala.

The Rev, William McKinley Branch,
a candidate for the U, S, Congress in
Alabama’s Fifth District, spoke to the
Tuscaloosa Citizens for Action Com=-

mittee on March 4, If he is elected,
Branch said, “I will strive tobring the
people to a standard--not because of the
color of their skin, but because every
man from a base black toa treble white

is a keeper of God,” ‘‘Anygovernment
should be for the people, by the people,
and of the people, and for ALL PEO-
PLE,” Branch said, ““Thegovernment
today have this on paper only, Itis not
being practiced,” He promised toseek

legislation that would *‘bring all South-
erners from the east, west, and north-
ern ghettos,” help farmers, and end
#discriminatory practices,” (From
Mrs, Ethel Thomas)

Atanta, Ga.

In the picture below, Georgia’s two
Negro state senators arereceiving im-
portant communications from two leg-
islative interns assigned to them by the
Southern Regional Council’s Voter Edu-
cation Project (VEP), The senators

are Horace T, Ward (seated left) and
Leroy R. Johnson (seated right), The
interns--both Emory University law
students--are Bernard Parks (standing
left) and Lenwood Jackson (standing
right), Betweenthem is Vernon Jordan,
director of the VEP, who said the proj-
ect hopes to employ additional student
interns for other Negro legislators in
the South,
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THIRD
ANNUAL DAY

BEECHWOOD, Ala,--A black man put a penny ina weigh-
ing machine in a bus station, He got back a card saying,
“You’re a black nigger and you weigh 156 pounds,’” He
turned his back, tried again, and got the same reply,

So he disguised himself in an Indian head-dress, This
time the card said, “You’re still a black nigger--and while
you were fooling with that Indian head, your bus left.,””

Solomon Gort Jr,, the Delta Ministry’s projectdirector in
Tallahatchie County, Miss,, told that story Sunday, March 10,
at the Third Annual Day of the Lowndes County Christian
Movement,

“We should not try to play with the white machine,’” said
Gort, “We (black people) mustdevelopa machine of our own
that means business,’’ By uniting politically and economical-
1y, he said, ““you become black power at work in your com-
munity,*?

T
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Tuskegee Residents Complain

‘We Get Rul Mail in the City’

By MARY EI LEN GALE

TUSKF GFE, Ala,--**The mail truck
goes withina stone’s throw of my door,*”
saii Mrs, Mabel Williams, ¢But the
mailman won’t come up to my house, He
says he’s not allowed to,”

““This 1s something I’ve never been
able to understand,’”” said Mrs, Elaine
Benn, ‘“We’te been inside the city lim-
its mv whole life--but we’re still get-
ting (rural) route mail, It’shardtobe-
lieve, but it’s true,”

Mrs, Williams and Mrs, Benn livein
Rockefeller Hill, in the northeast corn-
er ot Iuskegee. They went to a city
council meeting last month to ask why
they can’t get the same services other
t'uskegee residents get.

Mail deliverv is only one of their
problems, the ladies said, They told
the council that most of their streets
are unpaved ana unlighted, Although
some homes have running water, they
said, the sewer line doesn’t go as far
as rtockefeller Hill,

The councilmen promised to do what
the. could, But, said Mrs, Benn this
week, it looks like it’s goingtobea long
time before there 1s anv change for the
better,

When Tuskegee elected its first bi-
racial citv council in 1964, she said,
the Negro people who live in Rockefel-
ler Hill hegan petitioning for facilities
and services,

“We got two streets paved through
Mr, (John) Sides (a white councilman),
but we haven’t been able to getanything
else,”” Mrs, Bennsaid, “Andfour years
is almost up.”

Sitting in her home on Auburn St,,
Mrs, Benn can look out the window at
her rural mailbox, But many people
in Rockefeller Hill have to walkablock
or more from their front doors to pick
up their mail, And, said Mrs, Benn,

“if vou get a telegram or special deliv-
ery, you have to wait till the next time

MRS, ELAIN}F BENN

1)

MRS, ANNIE ADAMS DRAWS A BUCKET OF WATER

the route man comes,’”

When she complained to Tuskegee
Postmaster John Fletcher Segrest,
Mrs, Benn said, he told her onereason
she can’t get city mail is that she
doesn’t have a house number,

“He said house numbers are the
city’s business,’ Mrs, Benn recalled,
“So I went to City Hall,” But City
Clerk Bill Ross sent her to John A,
Price, chairman of the city planning
commission,

“Mr, Price said, ‘That's one of the
things we plan to do,’ ** Mrs, Benn con-
tinued, ‘‘My patience was pretty well
at an end, I said, ‘This looks to me
like another do-nothing committee,’

It seems to me that since welivein
the city limits, they havealegal obliga-
tion to treat us the same as everybody
else, Sometimes youfeel you’re bump-
ing your head against the wall tryingto
get something--while others get it with-
out any work,*?

But Segrest--the postmaster--said
Rockefeller Hill isn’t the only area that
doesn’t get city mail service, ‘“There
are some white sections, too,’’ he noted,
“The rural route has been established
for years,”

Why can’t it be chinged *I have
tried, but the financial squeeze is onin
the post office,” Segrest said, “Alll
can do is say I can ask for (an extra
man) again,”

And Tuskegee Mayor Charles M,
Keever said, ‘‘It don’t make any differ-
ence to us how rich or how poor you are

Get
THE

--we go where the need is greatest,”

According to the city’s “‘priority
list,” he said, the homes in Rockefeller
Hill will get house numbers by Sept, 1=~
and some streets will be paved and light-
ed even sooner,

But--although Tuskegee has justbeen
awarded a $500,000 federal grant to ex-~
pand its water and sewer system--
Keever said the city can install sewers
only where ‘‘the people pay for them,
You’d be surprised how much these
things cost,””

Many property owners in Rockefel-
ler Hill can’t afford to pay for sewers,
And some people don’t want them, Mrs,
Lula Williams--who owns several
small frame houses in the area--said
her tenants don’t need sewers,

¢“They’re gettingalongall right,?” she
insisted. “They’re not interested, be-
cause so many have spent money dig-
ging cesspools,”?

Mrs, Annie Adams, one of the tenants,
agreed that sewer and water lines cost
more money than she has to spend. But,
she said, straining to pull a bucket of

Alabama Christian
Movement for-Human Rights

The weekly meeting willbe at6:30
p.m, Monday, March 25, inthe First
Baptist Church, Woodlawn, 301 S,
62nd St,, the Rev, W, E, Jones, pas-
tor,
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water up from her rented well, ‘‘sure
would be nice to get ’em,’”

And Mrs, Benn said her sonleft Tus-
kegee because he wanted a better home
--and better services--than he could
get in Rockefeller Hill, “I would like
to see my little grandson stay here,’
she said, ‘These are the things I'm
fighting for,””

MACON ARRESTS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
off shotgun, He fired the gun three
times--down around my feet, up over
my head, and the last time over my
right ear.”

That, said Devance, was when Single-
ton threatened to kill him,

Although he was bruised and dizzy,
Devance said, the law officers left him
overnight in the jail, He didn’t get out
until Sunday afternoon,

] just don’tthink they did me right,”?
said Devance, “They mistreated me for
no reason at all,”

Last December, Bass shot andkilled
another young Negroman, Clayton Pitts
of Loachapoka, following a similar ar=-
rest, State officials said the trooper
fired in self-defense, after Pitts pulled
a knife, No charges were filed against
Bass,

Why did Devance take his story to
Sheriff Amerson? ‘I thought about it
for a while,”” said Devance this week,
¢Jt seemed to me that if I justlet it go
by, it might happen again, Someone had
to speak out,”

Blessings Blessings

The man with the gift--Rev, Roo-
sevelt Franklin of Macon, Georgia,
Some questions you may wish to
know:

Is my sickness natural?

Can my husband stop drinking?
Can my wife stop drinking?

Can my loved ones be returned?
Where can I get money?

They call me the Rootman, But I
um only a servant of God, Because
God is the answer to all life’s prob-
lems, Iam the king of all modern-
day prophets, Send for my special
selected Bible verses--tobe readon
special days,

Send self-addressed envelope and
$2.00 for Bible verses and spiritual
message., You will receive Bible
verses by .return mail, Send to:?

Rev. Roosevelt Franklin
630 Morrow Avenue
Macon, Georgla 31201

Phone (Area .Code 912) 745-6475
LSPECIALIZE IN ALL CASE WORK
e o G B )

ouncements
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED--The Mont-.
gomery Head Start needs all the volun-
teer help it cangettoworkinthe class-
rooms, Men, women, and teen-agers
(minimum age 16) can all be of use,
Volunteers will assist as teacher’s
aides and cook’s helpers, and will take
children on field trips in the area, A
volunteer can choose his or her own
hours between 8 a,m, and 2 p,m, on a
convenient day Monday through Friday,
Transportation and lunch will be fur-
nished, I you are available, apply to
the Rev, E, W, McKinney, volunteer di-
rector at 419 Madison, call 263-3474,
or go to the nearest Head Start center,

ART EXHIBIT--Alabama State Col-
lege is now showing the works of Dick
West, the painter-sculptor whose
powerful 1mpressions of the American
Indian have won national awards. The
exhibition is open from 8 a,m, to5p,m,
Monday through Friday until March3l,
in Kilby Hall onthe Alabama State cam=-

.bus, Montgomery, Ala,

.SPARE-TIME INCOME--Write or-
ders for hosiery, Earnup to $10 an
hour servicing racks instores, Recruit
other agents (easily done by mail), and
receive up to $2 for each $5 they earn,
Franchise, complete outfit provided.
NO FEE, Write Joe N, Ross Jr,,Agent
Manager, 101 University Blvd,, Tusca-
loosa, Ala, 35401,

PHOTO EXHIBIT--The art depart-
ment of the University of Alabama is
showing a selection of “Pictures from
The Southern Courier?’ from 2 to5p.,m,
every day through March31,in Garland
Hall on the university campus, Tusca-
loosa, Ala, Also featuredare paintings
by Carl Holty,

CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS -- “The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but
the word of our God shall stand for
ever,” This verse from Isaiah is part
of the Responsive Reading of the Bible
lesson on ‘‘Matter,” to be read inall
Christian Science churches this Sunday,
March 24,

REGISTERED NURSES--Lee County
Head Start needs a registered nurse for
part-time employment, beginning in
early April, For more information,
write P, O, Drawer 1632, Auburn, Ala,
36830, or call 887-6536,

BAHA’IS {The Baha'is of Montgom=
ery invite you to their weekly fireside
at 8 p.m, this Saturday, at the Commu-
nity House, 409 S, Union St,, Montgom-
ery, Ala, For transportation, call265-
4394, Meet Baha'u’llah,

FOR A BETTER ALABAMA--The
Alabama Council on Human Relations
has active chapters in Birmingham,
Mobile, Montgomery, Huntsville, Flor-
ence-Tuscumbia-Sheffield,. Auburn-
Opelika-Tuskegee, Talladega,and Tus-
caloosa, It has a staff that works
throughout the state, The Alabama
Council is integrated at all levels:
its staff officers, staff, and local chap-
ters all have people of both races work-
ing side by side, The Alabama Coun-
cil wishes to establish local chapters
in every county in the state, i you wish
to join the Council’s crusade for equal
opportunity and human brotherhood,
write The Alabama Council, P, O, Box
1310, Auburn, Ala, 36830,

PHOTOGRAPHERS--The Southern
Courier is now accepting applications
for the position of staff photographer,
Candidates should be willing and able
to travel, They should have a driver’s
license, imagination, and ambition, Ex-
perience will be considered, but it is
not a necessity, Salary: $30 a week
plus expenses, Write to Jim Peppler,
The Southern Courier, 1012 Frank Leu
Bldg., Montgomery, Ala, 36104,

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES --
Last year, more than 5,000,000 stu-
dents were involved in home-study
courses, A directory of accredited
private home-study schools, listing
95 accredited schools with quality
courses, may be obtained without
charge by sending a postcard to Nation-
al Home Study Council, 1601 18th St,
NW, Washington, D, C, 20009,

MONTGOMERY REGISTRATION--
The Montgomery County Board of Reg-
istrars will be in session toreceive ap-
plications for voter registrationfor the
rest of this month as follows: Monday,
March 25 (all precincts), 8:30 a,m,-
4 p.m, at the courthouse; Tuesday,
March 26 (precincts 2S2, 281, 2N), 9
a,m,-3:30 p,m, at Davis School;
Wednesday, March 27 (precinct 11),
10-11:30 a,m, at Chesser Community
Center; Wednesday, March 27 (precinct
22), 12:30-2 p,m, at Snowdoun Commu-
nity Center. Under the law, only those
people who live in a precinct will be
registered when the board is in that
precinct,

TUSKEGEE SUBSCRIBERS =-- You
have TWO local post offices: Tuskegee
36083 and Tuskegee Institute 36088,
Your Southern Courier will arrive on
time if it is sent to the correct one,
Please check your mailinglabel,andlet
us know if it should be changed,

VIET-NAM VETERANS
SPEAK OUT

We are veterans of the Viet-Nam war. We believe that this “conflict” in which our country is now engaged in
Viet-Nam is wrong, unjustifiable and contrary to the principle of self-determination on which this nation was
founded. We believe that the activities and objectives of our forces in Viet-Nam are directly contrary to the
best interests of the Vietnamese people and of the people of the United States. We believe that our policy in
Viet-Nam supports tyranny and denies democracy. We believe this because of our experiences in Viet-Nam.
We know, because we have been there, that the American public has not been told the truth about the war or

about Viet-Nam,
We know:

® that Viet-Nam is one country—historically, culturally and as specified in the Geneva Accords of 1954,
® that this conflict is basically a civil war,
® that the government in Saigon, despite the recent “election”, is a military dictatorship — supported
by a small feudal aristocracy, the ARVN (Saigon) officer corps and half a million American troops.
that the majority of the people we are fighting in south Viet-Nam are south Vietnamese.
that the basic problem in Viet-Nam 1s not military—but social, economic and political; not American
— but Vietnamese. There is no military “solution.” There is no “American” solution.

We believe that if the American people realized this they would join the dissent of the millions of Americans

already against this war.

We believe that true support for our buddies still in Viet-Nam is to demand that they be brought home (through
whatever negotiation is necessary} before anyone else dies in a war the American people did not vote for and

do not want.

Sgt, Alfred L, Ackerly, USMC
Sgt, Albert B, Adams Jr.,,

USA Special Forces
Sgt. Dominic Albanese,

USA Special Forces
5/Sgt, Theordore G, Albert, USA
A/lc Samuel J, Albury Jr,, USAF
Sp/4 Robert F, Barnes, USA
Cpl, Joseph J, Barr, USMC
MU2 Bernard Bartz, USN
Capt, Arthur 5, Blank Jr,, USA
Sp/5 Philip E, Beck, USA
Sp/4 Steven C, Bergmeister, USA
Maj., John Bjornson, USA
L/Cpl. G. James Bogglo, USMC
Capt, Peter G, Bourne, USA
Sp/4 Allen D, Brandon, USA
sp/5 bavid C, G, Braum, USA
1/Lt, N, Danlel Burdekin, USA
L/Cpl, Carl Joseph Campbell, USMC
Sp/5 Daniel E, Cleghorn, USA
Sp.'4 Peter J, Coe, USA
1/Lt, Peter G, Conrad, USMC

Sp/4 Steven Conway, USA
SM George Cross, USN
Sp/4 Jan B, Crumb, USA
Sp/4 Marshall D*Arcy, SA
A/2c Richard J, Davis, USAF
Sp/4 Dennis M, DeMello, SA
YN3 Mark E, Donnelly, Sk
Sp/5 Garrett J, Dressler SA
M/Sgt, Donald W, Duncan

USA Special Forces
GMG2 G, Newell Eisele, SN
Sp/5 John W, Eldredge, USA
1/Lt, Carl Fogelberg, USM™
Sp/4 Steven M, Fox, USA
Sp/5 Nell Friedman, USA
Sp/4 Christian K, v, Graevenitz, USA
Sp/4 Stephen Greene, USA
Sp/4 Samuel M, Grupper, BSA
A/2c Gerald Haletsky, USAF
Cpl, William D, Hamilton USMC
Sp/4 Norman J, Harrds Jr,, USA
Capt, J, George Hilton, USA
Capt, Allen A, Hinman, USA

Sp/4 Jonathan Horwits, USA
A/le Lee Ivy, USAF

Pfe, F, J, Johnson, USMC

Sp/4 Anthony Liotta, USA
Sp/5 Peter Martensen, USA

Sp/5 Dink McCarter, USA
Pfc, Armin 8, Merkle, USA

Pfc, James N, Oss, USA

Sp/4 John K, Pelich, USA
PH3 Sheldon Ramsdell, USN
Sp/4 John M, Regan, USA
Pfc, Joseph Renard, USA

Sgt, Francis R, Rocks, USA
Permission granted for publication,

Lt, (jg) Richard M, Howland, USNR
Pfe, Dalton C, James Jr,, USA
YN2 Stephen J, Kessler, USN

Sp/4 Preston J, Lay Jr,, USA

Sp/5 Frederick R, Lee Jr,, USA
Sp/4 James Mackenzie, USA

S/Sgt, Willlam McAleer, USA

S~t, Michael Mutnick, USMC

S/8gt. Richard Parker, USMC

Sp/4 Richard N, Reynolds, USA

Sp/4 Carl D, Rogers, USA
JO3 Joseph M, Ryan, USN
L/Cpl, Steven A, Schaefer, USMC
Sp/4 Stanley J, Scholl, USA
Sp/8 Jeftrey J, Sharlet, USA
Cpl. Lanny R, Sievers, USMC
SM2 Dennis W, Sinclair, USN
Sp/5 Edward Walter Smith, USA
Lt, Robert L, Stivers, USNR
Sp/4 Gerald M, Sutliff, USA
Sp/4 Thomas V, Viscuso, USA
1/Lt, Carl W, Walker, USMC
Pic, Joseph Washington, USA
8p/5 Donald Weiss, USA
Sp/4 Roger Whaley, USA
Lt. (1g) John W, White, USNR
Sp/4 Stephen L. Wilcox, USA
A/le Robert Wilkinson, USAF
Sp/4 Chuck Willlams, USA
Sp/4 Jack E, Wilson, USA
Pfe, Willlam F, Wilt, USA
A/2c James A, Zaleskl, USAF
(This is a partial list,)

[ 1 encless $______ to help
pay for this and future ads.

[ | am interested in your work
Please keep me posted.

Please clip and send to Viet-Nam Veterans Against
the War, Box 427, Tuskegee Institute, Ala, 36088,

O am a Viet-Nam Veteran.
Please add my signature to
your statement for future
publication,

Rank
Branch

1 Co=On

phen Wilcox, Regi

NAME
ADDRESS.
qIry.
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In Dallas County

Farmers Get Loans

BY BETH WILCOX

SARDIS, Ala,--For over 50 years,
Charlie Griffin lived on a white man’s
plantation in the Dallas County commu-
nity of Sardis, But in 1966, he says, he
was ‘“‘run off*’ the land,

Arthur Brown and his family worked
on J, A, Minter’s plantation until Jan,
8, 1967, when they were told to leave,
Then “‘we rented us a two-horse farm,
they call it,’ said Brown--whois near-
1y blind, *“It’s supposed to be about 50
aores, but T don’t think it’s quite that,
We paid $490 to rent that land,”

Anderson Watts was not allowed to
farm on the Minter plantationafter civil
rights workers camped on his land dur-

ing the Selma-to-Montgomery civil
rights march in 1965,

Last month Griffin, Brown, Watts,
and the heads of nine other families
signed loans to buy small farms, It is
the first land any of the men has ever
owned,

The farmers received $40,000 from
the Farmers Home Administration
(FHA) and a total of $6,000 from the
Southern Consumers Cooperative and
the American Friends Service Commit-

/

CHARLIE GRIFFIN

tee, Each family will pay about $3,333

- for 18 to 34 acres, dependingon theag-

ricultural value of the land,
Albert Turner, state director of

BY BOB LABAREE

BIRMINGHAM, Ala,--A controversy
began when the Jefferson County Com-
mittee for Economic Opportunity
(JCCEO) announced last fall that the
summer Head Start program would be
run by local boards of education instead
of local churches,

Magy people in the communities, rep-
resented by the members of the Neigh-
borhood Advisory Councils (NAC), said
the boards would be less sympathetic
to what the people want,

The debate grew hot when the NAC
suggested that more non-professional
people from the poverty areas be hired
as teachers and other staff membersin
. the Head Start centers,

The boards have agreed to a JCCEO
recommendation that they.‘‘consider?”
people from the poverty areas, butthey
have made it clear that they favor a pro-
fessional staff.

Now G, Virgil Nunn, superintendent of
the Fairfield schools, says he may not
run the local Head Start program after
all, Nunn complained this week that
Head Start has still not beenfinally ap-
proved by the Southeast regional branch
of the Office of Economic Opportunity
(OEQ),

With another summer federal pro-
_gram in Fairfield waiting for teachers

People Dispute Over
Head Start in B’ham

to be hired, said Nunn, the board can’t
afford to wait any longer,

Nunn suggested that the reasonfor the
delay in approval is that OEO ‘‘has nev=-
er been willing to turn the programs
over to the local boards,”

¢] think it’s a very fine program,’’ he
said, but OEO officials prefer to ‘‘come
in with their own staff, take over the
schools, and just pay us rent, Now
they’re finding that they have to have
the cooperation of the local people,””

Officials of JCCEO, which will run the
Fairfield program in local churches if
the board doesn’t, said there may be
another reason,

When the Fairfield proposal was first
submitted, they said, there were no
white teachers or pupils init,and white
schools were not chosen as Head Start
centers, Although the board said the
white schools were already reserved
for other federal programs, ‘“the re-
gional (OEO) office didn’t approve of
this,?”” said David Singleton of JCCEO,

JCCEO is already preparing to take
over Fairfield’s Head Start, but Nunn
said if the proposal is approved soon,
the board “could still try torevive it,”
But, he added, “the first of April is
pretty late to recruitteachers for a pro-
gram which begins in June,””

jobs are guaranteed,

Tired of Making $10-15-$25 Weekly ?

NEW YORK AND BOSTON

NEED 1,000 MAIDS
_Ages 18-65

Salary $40 to $80 weekly, plus free room and meals, All expenses
advanced, tickets sent, Friends are placed close to one another, All

For more information, write ABC MAIDS, 712 W, Mobile St, , Flo-
rence, Ala, 35630, or call 766-6493 collect,

Leave for New York or Boston
the same day you arrive in Florence

‘God Helps Those
Who Help Themselves’

- sald, ‘‘Every obstacle they put up, we

had done all the talking us could do with-
out money--we had to put up the mon-
ey.!l

As he spoke, Griffin sat under apine
tree near the spot where his brother,
Lin Griffin, hopes to build a house,
Nearby, Charlie Griffin’s son helped
survey the family’s new property.

There are old houses on the farms,
and Charlie Griffin plans to repair his
and move into it soon. But, said Mrs,
Hattie Green--another new landowner
--most of the families *‘won’t be able
to live out there now. We gotto build,*’

Turner hopes tofind more loan money
to help the farmers put up their homes,
“The average person can build a house
for $2,000,"” he said,

Even without homes, all the farmers
plan to work their land this year, They
will plant crops like cucumbers and
okra, and probably try to sell them
through the Southwest Alabama Farm-
ers Cooperative Association (SWAF-
CA).

And for the first time in their lives,
they will get to keep whatever profits
they can make,

SCLC and a field worker for the
Southern Consumers Cooperative,
helped the displaced families get their
loans and make arrangements to buy
the farms, He said it wasn’t easy,

The price of the land went up when
the original owners discovered who
wanted to buy it, Turner said, but “we
produced the extra money,””

#We just stayed in this thing,” he

overcame, I finally got the owners to
freeze the price of theland, sowe could
buy it,”?

In the past, the FHA has often been
reluctant to make loans to Negrofarm-
ers, But now, said Turner, “the whole
system is softening up in Alabama
FHA,”

The new land-owners agreed that
Turner’s help made the difference,
Without him, said Griffin last week, ““we
never woulda gotten it (the land), Us
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Help Wanted--Either Sex

a, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR for home-health services, Desirable qualifi-
cations are: Graduate ofanaccredited school of nursing, currently licensed
in the State of Alabama as a registered nurse, or currently licensed as a
practical nurse with a proven record of managerial ability; or a graduate
of a four-year college with a major in sociology, psychology, social serv-
ice, dietetics, or home-economics with emphasis on home nursing; or any
combination of the aforementioned,

b. AREA SUPERVISOR, health-homemaker services, Desirable qualifi-
cations: High school graduate is desirable, Applicant should have experi-
ence as a licensed practical nurse, currently registeredin the State of Ala-
bama, should have experience record that proves ability to supervise oth-
ers and to plan work; or a combination of education and work experience
will be considered in lieu of the foregoing, For example: a person who has
received formal classroom and in-service training as a home nursing aide
or as a nursing aide or orderly in a hospital or nursing home and who is
literate will be considered, provided experience record demonstrates abili-
ty to work with others, to use initiative, and to plan work,

¢. HEALTH-HOMEMAKER AIDE, Desirable qualifications are: Appli-
cant must have been graduated from the Health-Homemaker Aide Program,
or must be able to present a record of equivalent training in a hospital or
nursing home, In addition, applicant must be literate and able to compre-
hend simple written and oral instructions, must be in good physical and
mental health and free of contagious diseases, must be willing to serve in
homes where an active communicable disease may be present, must be
willing and able to serve irregular hours and willing to accept changes in
tour of duty.

d, CLERK-TYPIST, Desirable qualifications are: Type accurately at
rate of 40 words a minute, A high school graduate who has studied com-
mercial courses is desirable; ability to useacceptable English and to spell
correctly is required, In addition, applicant needs to know how to operate
simple adding machines, and must have aptitude for learning to operate
other simple office machines,

e, ACCOUNTS CLERK, Desirable qualifications are: Ability to use
touch-typing system--speed is not essential but accuracy is a must, Must
be able to compute simple mathematical problems, including addition,
multiplication, percentages, division, subtraction, and ratio, Familiarity
with double-entry bookkeeping system is desirable, Experience in keeping
accounts receivable or payable ledgers would be an asset,

{, HOME NURSING SUPERVISORS, Desired qualifications are: Appli-
cants for home nursing supervisors should have experience in home nursing
or be a licensed registered or practical nurse or be a graduate of a four-
year college or 2 major in home-economics or a similar subject,

Apply by letter or in person to Coosa-Elmore Community Action Commit-
tee, 101 1/2 Commerce St,, Wetumpka, Ala, (acrossfrom Courthouse). An
Equal Opportunity Employer,
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Gleaners for Christ

are offering prayers for anyone who
is sick, in trouble, heartbroken, or
distressed,

Whatever your problems are, send
them to The Gleaners for Christ,
411 S, Lowe St,, Dowagiac, Mich,
49047,

This Service is Free
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FOR A BETTER
TOMORROW

In Alabama all our yesterdays e
® are marred by hate, discrimination, g
@ injustice, and violence, Among the ®
: organizations working for a better ¢
® tomorrow on the principle of human ®

e brotherhood is the Alabama Council e
on Human Relations, Membershipg
e in the Council is open to all who®
=wlsh to work for a better tomorrow:
® on this principle, For further in-® .
o formation, write the Alabama Coun-

: ® ¢i1,P,0,Box 1310, Auburn, Alabama. 4
®
I...o..ooo.oo.oo..oot....
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Ministerial Alliance,
our Pastor’s Study,

WAPX

1600 k.c. in

Radio Station WAPX

HAs INSTITUTED The Pastor’s Study

BROADCAST DAILY
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 9:00 to 9:15 AM

‘THE PASTOR’S STUDY Is a daily devotlonal prepared under
the auspices of and in conjunction with the Montgomery
Tisten to vour favorite minister in

Also, for your continuing listening, our GOSPEL FROGRAMS,
4;00 to 6:00 AM and 9:15 to 11:00 AM,
Jenkins from 11:00 AM to 12 Noon, Monday thru Friday.

and with Gretchen

Radio

Montgomery

SCW.INC

P.O. Box 728

TIMES HAVE
CHANGED, BUT.

the old-fashioned qualities of depend~-
ability and thrift still guide us here.

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

ALABAMA EXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

We Are an Equal Opportunity Employer

Tuskegee, Alabama

Prof. Val

Palmist, Crystal & Psychic Reader

WILL TELL YOU EVERYTHING

YOU WISH TO ENOW !!

Who and when you lhould mrry?
Who your friends and enemies are?
If the one you love foves you?

if you loved one Is true or false?
How to win the one you love?

Woud Yu |

hke to know?

LUCK HAPPINESS

Made Olear By Consulting This Gifted Reader Today.

Permanently Located At

718 Holcombe Ave.

GOVERNMENT and SENATOR BUS STOPS AT DOOR
5 Blocks Beyond Government Street Loop

How to always get your wish?
Why you are so unlucky?
How to make a person at distance

How to restore lost nature? See mel

TELLS YOU ALL ABOUT YOUR TROUBLES AND HOW TO OVERCOME THEM

SUCCESS

Remove Bad Luck and Evil Influence of All Kind. I Overcome Obstacles and Hidden Fears. I Will
Tell You How to Remove Unhappiness, Banish Misery. Be Lucky. Regain Youth and Vigor.
Get Back Stolen Goods. I Lift You Out of Sorrow and Trouble and Start You on the Path of
Happiness, Why Be Down Hearted, S8ick and Worried When Yon Can Be Helped and Everything

PROF. VAL The Man Who Knows

Hours: 10 A.M. to 8 P.M. DAILY and SUNDAY Look for Sign

think of you? Your Full Name,

card for special reading!

No Letters Answered
Call In Person

16 SOUTH PERRY ST.

HY WORRY

WHEN IT IS ALL SO UNNECESSARY
BISHOP GAYLOR

Suggests Wisely, Warns Gravely, Explains Fully!
Giving Dates, Facts and Actual Predictions Of
| Your Past Life, Your Present Conditions and Your Future To Be!

There Are No Secrets Hidden From This Master Mind!

He is the only adept of the Hindu Occult Mysteries practicing in the
State of Alabama, who bears 20 years a reputation for his
honesty and integrity.

Located In An Office Building In The Heart of Town!

Bishop Gaylor warns you of these wandering Gypsy parasites who operate on trailer
wheels and downtown slum districts, who are here today and gone tomorrow!
I do not give advice outside my office--those claiming to be Bishop Gaylor, going from
house to house, are impostors, and I personally offer a REWARD OF $100 for the arrest
and conviction of any person representing themselves to be Bishop Gaylor, Bring this

Calling You By

MONTGOMERY, ALA.

'

DAILY
to 5 PM

CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesdays and Sundays

NO LETTERS ANSWERED=--CALL IN PERSON

HOURS:
10 AM






