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legro Candidate OEEnea White Mayor

. “uskegee,

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TUSKEGEE, Ala,--

.8 your future mayor of
fuskegee,’”” Thomas Reed
told his campaign kick=-off
rally two weeks ago, I
will deal with problems
not 'heretofore dealt

]
wgth'Reed--Mem'l first Negro
candidate for mayor--didn’t seem tobe
having any problems himself,

More than 100 people turned out to
listen and and applaud Reed's half<hour
speech about the city’s needs, Macon
County Sheriff Lucius D, Amerson
opened up the courthouse for the even-
ing rally, and said a few words that
sounded like an endorsement,

The mostly -black audience sang
along when three young ladies burst into

Reed’s victory song: *“They did it in
Gary, and Cleveland too, Come on Tus-
kegee, let’s do it too!”

And everyone listened attentively
when Reed read a letter from the Rev,
Roy L, Walker, a Negro businessman
and minister who announced his plans
to run for mayor several months ago,

Walker wrote that he was withdraw-
ing In favor of Reed, and added, ‘*This
should dispel once and for all the idea
we (black people) cannot come toa com=
mon objective,’?

This week, Walker said he quit the
race to avoid splitting Tuskegee’s ma=-
jority Negro vote, ‘‘Reed hashadalit-
tle taste of politics,” he noted, ‘‘This
was something he wanted to do.”

That leaves Reed--a successful busi-
nessman who lost a race for the state
Legislature two years ago--with only
one opponent, The other candidate in

the Aug, 13 election is incumbent Mayor
Charles M, Keever, a white moderate
elected four years ago to head Tuske-
gee’s first bi-racial City Council,

“Now let’s distinguish slinging facts
from slinging mud,” Reed sald at the
start of his rally, ““When you hear of
trouble in Montgomery, you hear of
Mayor Earl James, When you hear of
trouble in Selma, youhear of Mayor Joe
Smitherman, ...

“But when there was trouble in Tus-
kegee, I have not heard one statement
from the mayor of Tuskegee, ...When
we had confusion on the campus, when
the institution came within a few min-
utes of being torn up, he should have
taken a positive stand,””

Reed was talking about the night of
April 6, when Tuskegee Institute stu-
dents imprisoned a group of trustees in
the campus guest-house, The captives
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Protest Over

Jackson ‘Y’ ®

BY STEVE VAN EVERA

JACKSON, Miss.--Ne-
gro leaders are threaten-
ing to close down all the
YMCA’s in Jackson un-
less they are desegre-

gated.

At a meeting called toorganizeaction
against the **Y,"” Alex Waites,assistant
fleld secretary of the Mississippi
NAACP, sald “From what I haveheard
at this meeting, we not only have to close
the College Park YMCA swimming pool,

CHARLES EVERS
We have to close down the Farish Street
YMCA, And we're going to try toclose
down the metropolitan Y,”

Charles Evers, the NAACP field sec-
retary, said, “We told the president of
the national YMCA to get someone down
here andfind out whatkindofa Y they’re
running,’””

The present YMCA controversy can
be traced back to 1963, when the city of
Jackson decided to close its three
swimming pools, James Lewis of the
Lawyers Constitutional Defense Com-
mittee said the city had been ordered to
integrate the pools, and that the closing
was ‘‘an obvious retaliation against Ne-
groes for suggesting that they have the
right to use city facilities,”

Negroes challenged the city’s action,
and the case is still in the courts,

But meanwhile, the Jackson YMCA
bought the poolat College Parkfrom the
city last fall at the request of the (Ne-
gro) Farish Street YMCAbranch, The
pool was opened in early July--as a pool
for Negroes,

Many Jackson Negroes were angered
by this move, *‘Mayor (Allen C,)
Thompson was wrong for selling the
pool, and the YMCA was wrong for buy-
ing it,”* said Evers, ‘The College Park
pool was opened for one reason only--to
eliminate the possibility that the city
pools will be opened on an integrated
basis,”

Waites added, ‘“You know and I know
that the College Park pool was opened
to keep the State Street (Central YMCA)
pool segregated, and to keep the city
pools closed,””

Rowan Taylor, president of the met-
ropolitan board of the YMCA, said this
isn’t so,

“Our main concern is getting a pool
out there for a bunch of kids who have
nowhere to swim,”” he said, ‘We have
no axe to grind with the Committee of
Concern (2 mostly-Negro civic group),
or with Mayor Thompson either,”

A Negro YMCA official said he under-
stands the argument of the people who
oppose opening the College Park pool:
“They say that by opening the pool, we
would take pressure off the city toopen
its pools,””

Jackson people also say Negroesare
not allowed to swim in the Central
YMCA pool, and are notallowed to pur-
chase memberships in the Central Y,

To prove these points, Evers leda
group of Negroes down to the Central
YMCA building last week, Those who
held YMCA memberships tried to use
the Central Y’s swimming pool, and
those without memberships tried to
purchase them,

After a confrontation with Bob Dye,
manager of the Central Y, the group was
turned away from the swimming pool,
Those who wanted to join the Y were told
that membership decisions are up to the
board of management and board of di-
rectors ‘‘under unusual circumstances,
which this is,”

Evers said he thought the only thing
“‘unusual’’ about the circumstances was
that the applicants were Negroes,

“We don’t feel we should have to wait
until the board meets,” Evers said,
“We've got a right to swim in that
pool, and we're gonna swim in it, or
ain’t nobody gonna swim init,”” He said
the College Park pool and the Central
Y will be picketed,

Evers also met for twohours with the
metropolitan Y board, but, he said,
“nothing was accomplished,’” He said
he had asked the board to close the Col-
lege Park pool, and to allow Negroes to
sit on the presently all-white metro-
politan board,

White YMCA officials were candid
about segregation at the Y, I don’t
think that there’s any argument that the
Central YMCA is segregated,’” said Jim
Campbell, 2 member of the metropoli-
tan board,

Asked if Negroes were turned away
from the Central Y solely because of
their race, Milton Milstead, a member

-of the Southern area YMCA staff, ad-
mitted, ‘‘That's what it boils down to,”

Abernathy Freed
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DONALD A, JELINEK (RIGHT) ADDRESSES FOOD RECIPIENTS IN LINDEN

Commodities Recipients

Get Beef From SRRP

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

LINDEN, Ala.--A Volkswagen bus, a
couple of cars, and a rented truck
lurched into Linden last Monday morn-
ing, carrying about two dozen civil
rights workers, a priest, a dog, and
about 1,500 pounds of fresh ground beef,

The beef was for the poor people of
Marengo County, who came to Linden to
get their federal surplus commodities,

SCLC Campaign Ends
Washington Activities

BY JOHN CREIGHTON

WASHINGTON, D, C,--The Rev,
Ralph D, Abernathy walked out of the
District of Columbia jail lastSaturday,
into a cheering crowd of Poor People’s
campaigners and back into the hungry
eyes of the television cameras,

Later in the week, Robert Henson--
the young Birmingham, Ala,, man who
had hauled himself along on his crutches
at the head of every march and demon-
stration in the campaign’s two-month
history--boarded a big silver-and-yel-
low Trailways bus alone,

Gripping his crutches and fighting
back tears, he waved good-bye to noone,
as the bus roared out of the Washington
terminal,

The last of the faithful, about 300
campaigners, were sent home this
week, as the Poor People’s Campaign
shut down its direct-action phase in the
nation’s capital,

The shut-down began when Abernathy
got out of jail, after serving20days for
picketing on the Capitol grounds, About
200 veteran campaigners had waited for
him in an all-night vigil, singing and
half-jokingly shouting the announce-
ments that had been a familiar part of
life in Resurrection City,

A cheer went up when the SCLC lead-
er was spotted, walking alone across
the huge parking lot of the jail, Thena
young man scaled the ten-foot wire
fence, and raced tohelp Abernathy car-
ry his belongings,

Abernathy looked around for his staff,
but they were all in Virginia, ina week-
end-long strategy conference,

Speaking to the crowd, Abernathy
pledged “all my determination, and all
the energy in my body--to work with you

in making the dreams of our founding
fathers and of Martin Luther Kinga re-
ality for all citizens of America,”

The final curtain was rung down last
Tuesday, Abernathy announced the
formation of a ““51st delegation--from
the state of hunger,” that will take a
small number of “‘well-trained people’
to both political conventions, to present
the issues of the Poor People’s Cam-
palgn to convention delegates,

Then came the final workshops, and
the “We Shall Overcome’’ choruses,
and the rocking, gospel-shouting final
meetings of the campaign staff,

“A lot of things have come to poor
people because of what you've done,”
the Rev, Andrew Young of SCLC told the
workers,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO, Col, 3)

REV, RALPH D, ABERNATHY

The civil rights workers were members
of the Selma-based Southern Rural Re-
search Project, which bought the beef
with money sent by viewers of the CBS-
TV show ‘“Hunger in America,”

As the SRRP truck arrived at the
food-distribution site, the area
swarmed with commodities recipients,
distribution workers, newspaper re-
porters, TV cameramen, and interested
onlookers, Though SRRP workers had
thought someone might try to stop them,
there wasn't a policeman in sight,

After an SRRP worker tled the
group’s emblem=--a black farmer under
a yellow sun--to a post outside the free
food warehouse, SRRP Director Donald
A, Jelinek told the people where the beef
had come from,

The fresh meat *is notbeing given to
you by the government,” Jelinek said,
““It’s being given to you because the gov-
ernment won't feed you,’” He said the
beef came from people all over the
country who ‘*heard the government
won’t give you enough food,””

By the government’s own standards,
Jelinek said, a family of six needs 52
pounds of meat, 108 pounds of milkand
cheese, and 148 eggs per month, But,
he said, the U,S, Department of Agricul-
ture’s surplus food program gives a
family of six just 11 pounds of meat, 18
pounds of milk and cheese,and noeggs.

“The U,S, Departmentof Agriculture
and the Secretary of Agricultureare the
murderers of black babies here in the
South,” Jelinek charged,

After the people picked up their reg-
ular commodities, SRRP workers gave
each of them half a pound of ground beef
for each member of their family,

Each recipient was also given the
name of someone in the North who had
written to SRRP after seeing the TV
special on hunger, H the people write
to these Northerners, Jelinek said, they
“‘may send you enough money for (food
for) a whole year,”

Many of the people said they couldn’t
remember the last ime they ate fresh
beef, ‘‘Itwas less thantwoyears,’” sald
one lady, ‘‘But it’s so hard, we can't
ever buy it,”

Van Daniels, supervisor of the regu-
lar commodities distribution, said it
was “perfectly all right” for SRRP to
give the people meat,

Agriculture Department officlals
have argued that the free food is not
supposed to be a complete diet, but
merely a supplement, SRRP contends
that most recipients have to rely on the

commodities for most or all of their
diet,

The beef might not have made it to
Linden, if it had not been for afriendly
Citgo tank-truck driver,

SRRP’s refrigerator truck went off
the road into a hopelessly deep ditchat
the county line, but the Citgo man--with
probably the only vehicle in the county
that could do the job--stoppedand pulled
it out,

The beef distribution was scheduled
to go on this week in Linden and Greens=-
boro, and to continue next Monday and
Tuesday in Demopolis,

Let’s Do It Too!’

were released only moments before the
National Guard--called in by Sheriff
Amerson--arrived on the scene,

“If I had been mayor, I would have
had something to say,’” Reed claimed,
But when someone asked what he would
have sald, the candidate drew back a
little,

Did he blame the *‘confusion’ on the
students, visiting SNCC workers, the
National Guard, or the sheriff’s office?
the questioner demanded,

‘] don’t want to get into that aspect
of it,’”” Reed replied.

But he went on to discuss some of the
city’s other problems in detail, *“We
need water,”” he said, ‘‘Houses within
two minutes of City Hall have been
burned to the ground.,..Your home
apd my home stand in danger while (the
city’s proposed new water system) is
being used as a political football,”

He promised to build recreation cen-
ters *“in each neighborhood,”’ establish
24-hour nurseries for children of work-
ing mothers, increase job security for
all city employees, and move the gar-
bage dump outside of town,

He also stressed the importance of
new industries and small businesses,
The city has no Chamber of Commerce
and an “inactive’” Industrial Develop-
ment Board, he charged,

‘““Millions of dollars are waiting for
the asking’’ in the federal Small Busi-
ness Administration, Reed said, but
“Tuskegee has not invited the SBA in,”

He suggested that the city has op-
erated for the benefit of its middle-and
upper-class residents, at the expense
of the poor., There is ‘““a wide gap be-
tween those who have and those whohave
not,” Reed said, “We're going tohave
to involve every citizen in the communi-
ty if we're going to make progress,”

At his office this week, Mayor Keever
agreed that the city government needs
“‘citizen participation,’” And, he said,
“we've done everything we can to en-
courage it,"

In his campaign, the mayor said, “I’m
doing my best to make a personal call
to each home,” Keever said he's sim-
ply telling the voters that he has four
years of experience in the job, and a
number of “‘projects inprocess*’ thathe
would like to see through,

But he replied sharply to some of
Reed’s accusations, ““We have a chfef
of police that is very capable of handling
all situations in Tuskegee without my
advice, or that of anyone else,” the
mayor observed, ‘“We’ve got no busi-
ness whatsoever on the Tuskegee Insti-
tute campus without being asked,”

As for a new water supply, Keever
said, “we’ve been working on it more
than three years,”” He pointed out that
the federal government has now agreed
to pay almost half the costofa $1,100,-
000 system--if the city can somehow
raise the rest,

The mayor agreed that Tuskegee
needs a Chamber of Commerce and new
industries, But getting them takes hard
work, he went on, and ‘I think we’re
getting nearer and nearer to thatpoint,”

He said his administration has paved
streets and extended services in all
sections of town, The city’s twolargest
departments--sanitation and police--
are now headed by Negroes, he noted,

Keever said he won’t argue withany=-
one who thinks it’s time for Tuskegee to
have a black mayor. ‘I wouldn’t say
there shouldn’t be,” he explained, *‘I
just feel there’s a lot more I'd like to
do for the city,”

BY MARION SYMINGTON

INDIANOLA, Miss,--Just after mid-
night on June 28, Selester “Dink’’
Brown, 56, a Negro, was shotandkilled
while driving through a Negro neighbor-
hood in Indiancla, There were more
than 15 bullet holes in the window and
door of his car, :

Two days later, Robert Love--the su-
pervisor of federal ““Title I'"" funds in
in Sunflower County, who lives in the
neighborhood--was arrestedand
charged with murder, He has beenre-
leased on $2,500 bond until the grand
jury meets in September,

Meanwhile, various factions in India-
nola have been trying to fix the blame
for the killing,

Jack E, Harper Jr,, president of the
Chamber of Commerce, charged that
“the death of Dink Brown was caused
by the tense situation created by mem=-
bers of the NAACP movement in India-
nola,”

But the president of the Indianoia
NAACP, Carver Randle, said the killing
was "just a dastardly act’” on the part
of one individual, He said the po-
lice and the Chamber of Commerceare
trying to blame the NAACP for what
someone else did,

For the last month, there has been
tension in Indianola, On May 15, the
NAACP began a boycott of white mer-
chants in the city under the leadership
of Randle and the Rev, Walter Smigiel
of the St, Benedict the Moor Ceater,

Part of the black community, led by
members of the Civie Club, opposed the
boycott from the beginning, Love--the

Boycott Splits Black

Indianola Community

accused killer--was a member of this
group.

These people have met with city offi-
cials, and have urged breaking the boy-
cott. They are satisfled that the de-
mands of the Negro commun.lty have
been met,

However, leaders of the boycott said
last week that their demands for hiring
of Negro clerks, use of courtesy titles,
and equal pay for white andblack clerks
have been met with “near-tokenism,’
Randle said that ““accommodations have
been made only toa few ‘Uncle Toms,’ **

Since the beginning of the boycott, Po=
lice Chief Brice Alexander has report-
ed two convictions for threats made in
connection with the boycott, Threaten-
ing phone calls have been received by
people who have continued to shop,
Alexander said, but the calls have not
been traced,

There is tension between ‘the Toms
and the movement,” said Dan Smith,
vice-president of the NAACP, *“They
(the Civic Club) are afraid of the move-
ment,” he said, ‘butthat does not justi-
fy pulling a gun on any strange man,”

Brown, the shooting victim, was not
associated with the movement in any
way, his widow said, and no weapon was
found in his car or on his person, All
he had with him was a few cigarettes,

Brown was buried July 7, but the
police are still investigating the case,
Chief Alexander said he has no report
of an autopsy,

A separate Investigation is being
made by the Lawyers Committes for
Civil Rights Under law,
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Editorial Oplmon

Racism in the WCA

Once againthis week, Southern Negroes have accused
the YMCA of blatant racism--this time in Jackson,
Miss., The accusation is nothing new, and the truth of
it hardly needs proving. In the past few months, the
YMCA--from local branches to the nationalheadquar-
ters in New York City--has shown itself to be racist
through and through.

First, there were the suits filed in Birmingham and
Bessemer, Ala,, charging the YMCA’s there with dis-
crimination., The YMCA didn’t deny the charges--in
fact, it won the Bessemer case on the ground that the

“‘Y?? is allowed todiscriminate because itisnot a pub-
lic accommodation subject to civil rights laws,

Then there was the report that Negroes in Selma were trying to raise $300,000
to replace their ramshackle, under-equipped Y witha new, modern structure, Of
course, not far from the shack that is called the ‘“Negro” Y, there is a YMCA
with all the features the Negroes want in theirs--indoor basketball courts, a
swimming pool, locker rooms, and so on, But that Y is for whites only,

Still later, the YMCA sponsored an all-white Youth Legislature in the Alabama
state Capitol--ignoring the request of Negroes that they, too, be allowed to learn
about their state government, When George C, Wallace took the floor to tell the
teen-agers about the evils of school integration, it was obvious why Negroes had
not been invited,

Then the YMCA angered even a number of white Alabamians by barring three
Negro youths from a speed-reading class at Montgomery’s all-white South Y,
And now the YMCA is collaborating with the city of Jackson in an effort to avoid
possible court-ordered desegregation of the municipal swimming pools, By buy-
ing one of the city’s pools, the YMCA has given Jackson one less pool to integrate,
And the move also allows both the city and the YMCA to claim that everyone has
a place to swim,

Last month, after being told of the speed-reading incident, James F, Bunting--
the YMCA’s national executive director--promised, “We’ll follow this up,” He
said he hoped the outcome wouldbe *‘positive rather than otherwise,’”” Last week,
Bunting sent The Southern Courier a letter that evidently was supposed to explain
everything, Here is what the relevant portions said:

“The information I have recelved from Mr, William C, Chandler, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Montgomery YMCA, is that the particular episode
which elicited Mr, Mark A, Foster’s comment involveda misinterpreta-
tion of the Montgomery YMCA’s position and that Mr, Foster has been
apprised of the facts of the situation,

“] assume that if you do plan to call the Montgomery YMCA’s record
to the attention of people who can do something about it you will want
very much to be in touch with Mr, Chandler and the lay leaders of the
Montgomery Association, And if your interest is wider than Montgom-
ery, I am sure that you will wish to have the address of the Southern
Area Council of YMCA’s whichis locatedat 1611 Candler Bldg., Atlanta,
Georgia 30303, Mr, Richard W, MacMorran is the Executive o this
Council,

‘“‘Because the YMCA’s are locally governed organizations, there are
differences in points of view and in records of achievement in the field
of interracial advance as in all other aspects of YMCA life and action,
However, | truly believe that the total record of YMCA contributions to
interracial understanding and cooperation is one which compares more
than favorably with the achievements of most organizations,"”

The Southern Couriler finds this response totally unacceptable, There is no
‘‘misinterpreting’’ the fact that the YMCA in the South maintains a rigid policy of
racial segregation, And Mark Foster--who wrote the letter to the Montgomery,/
Advertiser that brought the speed-reading incident to light--said this week that
he was not satisfied with Chandler’s explanation, (Nor was the Montgomery resi-
dent who wrote a letter to the national YMCA affice, and then received a brow-
beating over the telephone from Chandler,)

We do not believe that sucha personas Richard W, MacMorran exists, He was
supposed to report to The Southern Courier on his investigation of the segrega-
ted Youth Legislature, and then on the speed-reading episode. We have yet to
hear from him,

Regardless of what Bunting says the YMCA's record s, its record in the South
is (o= should be) a national disgrace, Thanks to the YMCA, generations of South-
ern ouths have been taught that it is right to work separately, play separately,
lear separately, and pray separately, The YMCA’s refusal to challenge local
disc.-imination is bad enough, But in the speed-reading case, the Y actually went
beyond the wishes of most white people in Montgomer)., And in the Jackson case,
the YMCA isactively assisting the city government in what amounts to a conspira-
cy to flout the law,

We believe that people who ebject to this “Christian’’ brand of racism can do
something about it:

1. The Southern Courier is going to mail its complete file on YMCA discrimi-
nation to all the country’s major newspapers, and to the appropriate government
agencies,

2, Negroes who belong to all-Negro Y branches are just as guilty of perpetu-
ating the system as the white officials are, These people can refuse to pa) any
mare dues to their segregated Y, and can insist upon taking advantage of the su-
perior facilities of the white YMCA branches, White people of good will can also
refuse to pay their dues until discrimination is eliminated,

3, When your United Appeal fund-raiser comes around pext time, you can ask
that your money be given to specific community agencies other than the YMCA,
Better yet--especially if it is impossible toavoid giving money to the Y--you can
refuse to contribute anything at all to the United Appeal, Make sure you tell the
United Appeal agent exactly why you are not contributing,

4. Pecple can support and participate in direct-action campaigns against the
YMCA, like the one being planned in Jackson, And sympathetic Northerners can
start puiting pressure on their own YMCA officials, as well as refusing to give
money to the Y,

There is nothing more sickening or more destructive than racism
ing in the guise of Christian respectability, This is what the YMCA is doing, It
maust be stopped,
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Phenix City Man Trying To
File Charges Against Cops

BY MARY ELLEN GALE
PHENIX CITY, Ala,-=-

been up there three
times to swear outa war-
rant,’’ said William Nick=-
erson, ‘‘but they deny me
every time.

“Four men beatin’ up on my boy and
two standin’ there lookin’, The Colum-
bus (Ga.) police jump him and the Phe-
nix City police watch--but Ican’t getno
warrant,"””

Nickerson's son,2}-year-old John B,
Nickerson, was arrested by four Co-
lumbus officers in Phenix City on July
8, 1967, after an automobile chase
across the state line from Georgia to
Alabama,

According to young Nickerson--and
several witnesses--the Columbus po-
licemen struck and beat him, although
he had surrendered without a fight,

The officers--two whites and two Ne-
groes--didn’t stop hitting him, Nicker-
son said, until two Negro policemen
from Phenix City finally intervened,

Ever since then, Nickerson’s father
has been trying to take legal action
against the Columbus police aofficers,
But, he said last week, he has been
blocked at every turn,

“I've had three lawyers,” he re-
called, ““and thefirsttwowasn’t no good

Campaign
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)

“The mood of the country was one of
settin’ poor folks up for the kill--the
same kind of mood set in Germany be-
fore they lowered the boom on the
Jews,, . .But we’ve showed the coun-
try that people aren’t poor becaise
they're lazy, but because rich people
are stealin’ from them,*’

Young told the staffers to go and re-
lax for a few weeks, and toget ready for
the research and organization that may
enable the poor or their middle-class
white allies to influence some key con-
gressional elections,

And so the campaign, which has be-
come increasingly sophisticated, hadto
leave some of its folk behind. “‘I don’t
know why they send ushome,’’ said Hen-
son, struggling onto the bus,

“After we been inthe mudandevery-
thing, and after they comeand getus out
of the mud, then they don't want to use
us any more--that’s not fair, I still
feel we hadn’t didenough,..anditdon’t
seem fair,”

JOHN B, NICKERSON

at all,” After “stringin’ me along® for
months, Nickerson said, the first law-
yer--a white man--suddenly asked him,
“Who you niggers been talkin’ to?*’ and
dropped the case,

Next, Nickerson said, he hired a Ne-
gro lawyer from Columbus, But after
several weeks, the man ‘“said he
wouldn’t continue with it even if he could
win it,” Nickerson went on,

He said his third attorney--Frank P,
Samples, a white man from Phenix City
--was the first one who told him to get
a warrantagainst the Columbus officers
for assault and battery.

But when he went to see Russell Coun-
ty Court Judge Jacob C, Perdue Jr,,
Nickerson said, the judge sent him on
to District Attorney Willlam J, Benton,

Nickerson said Benton first told him
that he had ‘‘waited too long,” then
““wanted to get more information,’” and
--on a third visit--‘“finally said he
wasn't willing to swear out a warrant
at a_u.il

“] think he should be out of the
chair,” Nickerson said furiously about
the district attorney, *I think he just
trying to cover up for the police,”

Arthur Sumbry--a Phenix City civil
rights leader who has been helping
Nickerson--agreed that local officials
‘““gave us the run-around,”

And his father, the Rev, Austin Sum-
bry, told 2 meeting of angry Negro citi-
zens that the warrant was denied be-
cause “white folks was involved,”

“A white man can knock a Negro
down, beat him, anything--can’t get a
warrant,” said Sumbry. ““Youlookata
white man, he’ll geta warrantfor you,”

Samples--Nickerson's lawyer--also
said he doesn’t understand the district
attorney’s refusal to take action, *“I
just always heard anyone can geta war-

rant,”” Samples remarked,

Mthmsh Alabama law makes judges
responsible for issuingwarrants, Sam-
ples said he doesn't blame Judge Per-
due for the difficulty.

“I'll put the monkey right on the
D, A,,” said Samples, “H the D,A/'s
not going to prosecute, what’s the point
of issuing a warrant?”

Since the state courts apparently
aren’t going tohandle the case,Samples
added, “it appears we’re going to have
to file a civil rights law-suit*.-charg-
ing the Columbus officers with conspir-
acy to violate John Nickerson's civil
rights, But the lawyer said he hasn’t
done it so far,

And both Judge Perdue and District
Attorney Benton claimed this week that
Nickerson doesn’t haveany case--state
or federal,

After Nickerson cameto him, Perdue
said, he authorizedthe districtattorney
to make an “‘extensive investigation,””

Benton said he asked the Columbus and

Phenix Clty police chiefs to look into the

matter, and spoke with “numbers of
Ll

“J}t didn’t seem like there was any
abuse to it,”” Judge Perdue said, *I
have issued warrants against public of-
ficials before, and it doesn't make any
difference to me whether he’s white or
colored, What does matter to me is that
there be legal grounds for it,*”

Benton claimed he hasn’t really re-
fused to help Nickerson, ‘I told him
he can go before the grand jury (inOc-
tober) if he likes, and I said Pdbe glad
to bring it up,” the districtattorney re-
called, *“I try awfully hard to be fair
to all these people,”

Nickerson said he’s going to keep
pushing the case, but he spoke bitterly
about his experience with the law, Af-
ter the police officers attacked his son,
he said, *“I should have gone over there
and killed them all,””

NAACP in Hattiesburg
Pickets 3 Local Banks

BY HUMPHREY MORRIS

HATTIESBURG, Miss,--Members of
the Hattiesburg NAACP picketed three
local banks July 10 and 11, to protest
discriminatory hiring practices,

The picketers said no Negroes are
working in responsible positions in the
First Federal Savings and Loan Asso-
ciation, the Citizens National Bank, or
the Southern National Bank,

The picketing drew animmediate re-
sponse from District Attorney James
Finch, In anofficlal statement,he cited
a Mississippilaw sayingthat any person
who tries to “‘intimidate or coerce
another person to prevent said person
from lawfully trading or carrying on
business’” can be convicted of acrime,
fined $1,000, and sent to jail fora year,
+ “] urge and invitea reporttolaw-en-
forcement agencies or to m) office of
an) person, persons, groups, or orga-
nizations found violatingthis state stat-
ute,’”” Finch said,

The picketing stopped after two days,
but the Rev, Milton Barnes, executive
secretary of the local NAACP, said this
had nothing to do with Finch’s state-
ment,

‘““We stopped because our point had
been made,’”” said Barnes, ‘‘Wedid get
some favorable response, Where we got
no favorable response, we filed com-
plaints,*

Barnes said that Clarence B, Davis,
president of the Southern National Bank,

indicated his willingness to hire a Ne-
gro in the near future, Complaints
against the other two banks have been
filed with the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunities Commission in New Orleans,
La,, Barnes said,

James A, Smith, deputy director of
the EEOC, salid an investigator should
be in Hattlesburg within ten days after
the complaints reach the commission’s
office.

Alfred Moore, president of the First
Federal Savings and Loan Association,
claimed that *“if they (Negroes) filed
applications, they’d be handled like any
others,””

But three of the picketers--Hatties-
burg girls who had just gottenback from
a special one-year training program at
a business college in Massachusetts--
said they disagree,

The girls said they took accounting
courses, know shorthand, and can all
type at least 50 words a minute, They
have filed applications at all three
banks, they said, but nothing has hap-‘
pened,

One of the girls commented, *“‘I’'m just
tempted to go back north,””

THE SOUTHERN COURIER wel-
comes letters from anyone on any
subject, Letters mustbe signed,but
your name will be withheld uponre-
quest,

BUSINESS

"onlgomen , Ala.

Mrs, Thelma Glass, professor of so-
cial science at Alabama State College,
recently attended the 16th general as-
sembly of National Links, Inc,, at the
Claremont Hotel in Berkeley, Califor-
nia, National Links is an organization

N
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MRS, THELMA GLASS

of Negro women concerned with educa-
tomal and cultural services for youth,
and with civic service to the United
States, Mrs, Glass is pastpresidentof
of the Montgomery Chapter of Links,

Abberille, Ala.
Mrs, Annie P, Martin and her grand-
daughter, Felicia Paulette, are visiting
with Mr, and Mrs, Harvey Peterman and
family in Flushing, New York, Before
returning home, Mrs, Martin plans to
visit her sister, Mrs, Nettie Malooe, in
Newark, New Jersey. (From James J,
Vaughan)

Trov, Ala.

The Pike County Board of Registrars
was in session July 1-6. Edd Warren
--a veteran of World War [and the bus-

NECK SUE
FoLks

AND HeRs Too

band of Mrs,J. M, Warren -- worked
hard to get people down to the court-

house to register, so they can vote in
the mational election this November,
While ball-games, picnics, barbecues,

and other activities were being held on
July 4, Warren used his Fourth of July
to :etpooplo registered, “H we had a
few more Edd Warrens,' said one lady,
¢t WILL be a better tomorrow,”

Tuskegee, Ala.

A group of blackand white high school
kids rehabilitated two old houses next
to the Westminster Presbyterian
Church last week, The black youths
were members of the mostly-Negro
church, led by their pastor, the Rev,
Lawrence F, Haygood, The 11 white
boys and girls were visitors from the
Naurashan Presbyterian Church of
Pearl River, New York, led by their
pastor, the Rev, Wilbur O, Daniel, The
bi-racial group held several parties,
and discussed black power and other
topics, Two visitors enjoyed them-
selves s0 much that they decided to stay
and help set up 2 community center in
rural Milstead, a project co-sponsored
by local residentsand the Westminster
church, ‘““We’'re trying to express reli-
glon in deeds,”” Haygood said, Next
summer, he added, the churches hope
to continue their “exchange’’ program
by taking a bi-racial group of youths to
work with poor people in the ghettos of
New York City.

Huntsville, Ala.

The Humtsville - Madison County
Community Action Committee has ane
nounced the funding of a $2,087,000
Concentrated Employment Program,
The program is designed o train and
find jobs for some 1,500 people in the
next 15 months, Participants for the
program will be recruited from the
Huntsville Model Cities ares, as well
as Lincoln Park, Recrultment is sched-

uled to begin in early August. The pro-
gram’s office will be located in the old
Winston Street School on Washington
Street,

Monigomery, Ala.

Alabama State College has received
a federal loan of $1,500,000 for con-
struction of a new high-rise dormitory
for men, LeviWatkins, president of the
college, was notified of theloanby Ala-
bama’s U, S, senators, Lister Hill and
John Sparkman,

Washington, D.C.

Thomas O, Jenkins, a native of Fair-
field, Ala,, has been appointed director
of the Southern field office of the U, S,
Commission on Civil Rights, Jenkins
--pnow a fleld representative stationed
in the commission’s Washington head-
quarters--will succeed JacquesE, Wil-
more, who will be transferred to New
York City as director of the Northeast-
ern fleld office, Jenkins, a graduate of
Miles College in Birmingham, Ala,,
jolned the staff of the CivilRights Com-
mission in October, 1966, after a 15-
year career with the U, S, Post Office,
Before eatering the federal service, he
coached athletics and taught at Lee
County Training.School in Auburn, Ala,

Sarannah, Ga.
The U, S, Justice Department last

Lowndes, The Bulloch and Lincoln
cases were filed in federal court here,
and the Lowndes case was filed in Ma-
con, All white students in the three dis-
tricts attend traditionally all-white
schools, the suits said, while most Ne-
gro students--more than 95% in Bul-
loch, more than 99% in Lincoln, and
more than 85% in Lowndes--attendall-
Negro schools,

Troy, Ala.

The Organized Community Action
Committee for Bullock, Pike, and Cof-
fee counties has recelved a $72,840
grant for a legal services program,
The program will provide legal aid for
low-income residents for the next 12
months, The committee has also re-
celved a $100,000 grant for a program
to help low-income families find new
housing arrangements, Meanwhile,Ald
Conecuh, innearby Evergreen, hasbeen
awarded $89,353 to set up neighborhood
service centers, The grants were an-
nounced by U, S, Representative Wil-
liam L, Dickinson,

Tuskegee, Ala.

Jess E, Burrow,assistant director of
the Tuskegee Veterans Administration
hospital, recently presented 25-year
service pins and service award certifi-
cates to three hospital employees, Left
to right in the picture below, they are
Sanford D, Johnson and Jessie Drake of
the nursing service,and Walter E, Kipp,
administrative assistant to the chief of
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BY JIM PEPPLER

AUTAUGAVILLE, Ala,--John Nixon,
now 38 years old, jolned theArmyat18.
and stayed in for ‘“‘nine years and 11
days,” He was wounded three timesin
Korea, While intheservice,healsore-
ceived the equivalent of a high school
education,

When he was discharged at age 27,
Nixon applied to Alabama State College,
but “‘the waiting list was too long” that
semester, and he never went back, In-

AR e T T
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County

stead, he went to work at abrick-yard,
and made a fair living for his wife and
children--until he was laid off. He
hasn’t had a steady job since,

Now Nixon, his wife, and their four
children live ina two-room shack, They
have no water, no electricity, no win-
dows, and no tollet facilities--‘‘we have
to use the fleld,”

Asked about the Army, Nixon sald,
“The United States can burn to the
ground before I go back tofightagain,”
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IDemocratic G

BY GARY HOUSTON

CHICAGO, Illinois=-=-
“In free and open com=-
petition,’’ said Allard K,
Lowenstein of New
York, ‘‘almost 80% of
the Democratic voters
have made clear their
support for candidates
committed to new poli-
cies and new leadership.

“And so to the, ,,questions about
the war (in Viet Nam)and the domes-
tic crisis,” Lowenstein went on,
“must now be added the over-riding
and deeply disturbing question of
whether the American system as
currently practiced permits the will
of the people to be expressed effec-
tively, even on matters of national
life and death,’”

In other words, Lowenstein--and
more than 1,000 white and black del-
egates from almost 40 states--were
in Chicago last June 29 and 30 to stop
Vice-President Hubert H, Humphrey
from getting the Democratic nomi-
nation for Presidentat the party con-
vention next month,

The conference was called the
Coalition for an Open Convention,
Lowenstein, its director, last month
won anupset victory for a Demograt-
ic congressional nomination from
Nassau County, Long Island, in the
New York City suburbs,

Lowenstein said the coalition’s
purpose is to show the leaders of the
Democratic Party that most of their
followers do not want to nominate

Humphrey, He pointed out that the
Vice-President has lost ten of 12
state primary elections,

Besides trying to make sure that
the Democratic convention Is
“open”--not sewn up by Humphrey's
supporters--most coalitich mem-
bers are backing Senator Eugene J,
McCarthy for President,

And they also want a guarantee
from national Democratic Party of-
ficials that state delegations to the
August convention -- especially the
ones from Alabama and Mississip-
pi--will represent all voters,

Groups in both states havealready
announced plans to challenge the
“regular”  delegations, on the
grounds that Negroes are barred
from full participation in the state
parties,

Three different groups have band-
ed together under the name of the
Loyal Democrats of Mississippi to
challenge that state’s delegation.
They are the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party, headed by Law-
rence F, Guyot; the NAACP, led by
Charles Evers; and the bi-racial
Young Democrats, headedby Green-
ville newspaper publisher Hodding
Carter OI,

The Rev, Ed King, a Methodist
minister from Jackson, represented
the MFDP at the conference of the
Coalition for an Open Convention,

““The regular party officials (in
Mississippi) kept the people unin-
formed about the precinct meet-
ings,” King charged, ‘Our own del-
egation, which was originally pro-
Kennedy (Senator Robert F, Kenne-
dy, assassinated last monthin Cali-

PRESIDENTIAL CONTENDERS HUMPHREY (LEFT) AND McCARTHY

fornia), will consist of black people,
white college students and instruc-
tors, and others.”

King said some members of the
challenge delegation support Mc-
Carthy, while others prefer Hum-
phrey,

But the minister recalled that
Humphrey worked out the *‘compro-
mise’” which gave the MFDP dele-
gation only two at-large votes at the
1964 Democratic National Conven-
tion in Atlantic City, New Jersey,

“One thing thatis clear to Missis-
sippi people is that Humphrey rep-
resents the past,” said King,

“]f Stokely Carmichael stood be-
fore you today--which he probably

wouldn’t do--or if he were address-
ing the MFDP,” King told the con-
ference’s crowded final meeting,
“he’d probably say, ‘Fools, we told
you so,’ And he'd be right,

“The blacks in the South are ready
to be fools one more time, Theonly
hope left is that the Democrats have
an open convention, In Mississippl
we are willing to dream one more
time,”

Dr, John Cashin,a Huntsville den-
tist and head of the National Demo-
cratic Party of Alabama, also at-
tended the conference, The NDP is
planning to send an integrated dele-
gation to the national convention, to
challenge Alabama’s official delega-
tion,

One More Dream for MississiEE_i

roup Seeks Op

en Convention

Although the official group in-
cludes two Negroes, most of the
white delegates are already pledged
to support former Alabama Gover-
nor George C, Wallace for President
--regardless of the national Demo-
cratic Party’s nominee,

The Rev, Willilam McKinley
Branch of Forkland, NDP candidate
for Congress from Alabama’s Fifth
District, addressed the conference
delegates,

*As a candidate, I'm out torepre-
sent all the people of the United
States, even, ., , George Wallace,”
Branch told a cheering audience,

But the conference was more than
Just a series of speeches, The coali-
tion was broken up into groups of stu-
dents, labor leaders, black dele-
gates, and lawyers,

The aim of the smaller meetings
was to find areas of mutual agree-
ment between people of different
backgrounds and opinions, Each
reported to the entire body of parti-
cipants the resolutions adopted in
these sessions,

The black people endorsed three
statements:

“]1, We cannot accept preach-
ments of lawand order when they are
meant to stifle change, to violate hu-
man digpity and obviate economic,
political, and social self-determina-
tion of black and deprived people,

2, We cannot accept the tradi-
tional notion of a ‘civil rights’ plank
in national party platforms when
those planks only represent attempts
to assuage the consciences of white
liberals, and are made meaningless
by the absence of real commitment
to social revolution in America,

#3, We cannot support any presi-
dential candidate who does not sup-
port challenging the Democratic Na-
tional Convention delegations from
Mississippi and Alabama,’

The Rev, Jesse Jackson of SCLC
spoke to the coalition about the Poor
People’s Campaign and the pros-
pects for non-violent change in the
United States,

“Non-violence is having difficulty
in the nation,” Jackson said, “and
yet you must understand that it is not
the responsibility of the SCLC to
challenge the nation to be non-vio-
lent, It is the job of the U, S, gov-
ernment to teach the nation to be non-
violent,”

Jackson said the racial crisis at
home reflects the violence in Viet
Nam, *Our competition is not Stoke-
ly (Carmichael) and Rap (Brown),”
he said, ‘‘Our competition is John-
son and Humphrey, That's a fact,”

By the end of the conference, some
leaders of the Coalition for an Open
Convention were talking about the
formation of a new national political
party, to run its own candidate for
President if the Democrats nominate
Humphrey, But Lowensteinsaid the
group hopes to work within the
Democratic Party if it can,

Like Jackson, he drew a connec-
tion between the war in Viet Nam and
the problems at home,

“There could be nothing more ob-
scene than a country trying to push
its form of government upon another
country at the point of a bayonet,”
said Lowenstein, ‘“unless it’s trying
to do so when it can’t practice that
form of government in its own back
yard‘"
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JACKSON (LEFT) TALKS WITH MEGGSON

Man Complains

Mobile Inter-Faith Group Begins
PI'O]eCt to Aid People in Ghettos

BY JOHN SINGLETON

MOBILE, Ala, -- The Inter-faith
Committee for Human Concern has set
up a project to ald the disadvantaged
people in the hard-core Mobile ghettos,

Civil rights leader Sam Jackson--
who formerly worked with the juvenile
division of the Washington, D, C,, police
department--has been appointed to the
$10,000-a-year job as director of the
ICHC,

The group has also given summer
employment to about 40 college stu-
dents, who are concentrating their ef-
forts on recreation, education, govern=
ment and citizenship, and economics
and employment,

Several church groups are supporting
the ICHC, Catholic parishes under the
leadership of Archbishop Thomas J,
Toolen and the Rev, Thomas M, Nunan
have committed $48,000, Office space
has been donated by the Toulminville=
Warren Street Methodist Church, and
other religious groups are in the pro-
cess of raising money,

Last month, the project began the
first phase of a self-help program de-
signed to give ghetto people the incen-
tive to clean up their yards and repair
their run-down homes,

Plans are also being made to have

‘Sent Me to the Craszy-House

When I

BY JOHN SINGLETON

MOBILE, Ala,--Around 12 noon one
day last week, as the sun was beating
down on the ragged, cracked pavement
of Davis Avenue in the heart of the Mo-
bile ghetto, an old man walked by the
office of the Inter-faith Committee for
Human Concern,

He was dragging a beat-up Army
duffel bag, Inside, he said, wereall his
worldly belongings,

Greyson Mitchell, a social worker for
ICHC, stopped the man and asked what
his problem was,

“Pm trying to hitch-hike down in
Belle Glade, Fla,, to the farm where I
used to live, so I can work down there
picking beans,” the man told Mitchell,

The young social worker persuaded
the old man to come inside the ICHC of-
fice and sit down, He told the staff
members his name was Romley Megg-
son, and produced two letters he hadre-
ceived after writing to ask President
Johnson for welfare payments,

One letter--from Jobn J, Hurley of
the Assistance Payments Administra-
tion in Washington, D, C,-- referred
Meggson back to state and local welfare
officials,

But Meggson said he didn’t trust
local officials because of his problems
with them in the past,

He told the ICHC workers that he used
to live in Atmore, In 1964, when he went
to the Red Cross for assistance, Megg-
son said, he was informed that the agen~
¢y could not bhelp him any more,

Was

Instead, he said, he was committed to
Searcy State Mental Hospital in Mt,
Vernon, *‘They sent me to the crazy-
house for asking for help when I couldn’t
help myself,” he complained,

Meggson said his brother in Atmore
got him out of the hospital, but law en-
forcement officials took him back be-
cause ‘‘a white lady said I cut down some
flowers,”

ROM LEY MEGGBON

Asking for Help’

Then, the old man said, a woman who
appeared to be white checked him out
of the hospital to work, ‘‘She didn’t give
me nothing (in pay), and treated me like
a four-legged dog,”” he said, ‘She fed
me gummy rice and hard bread,”

Eventually, Meggson said, he
“‘slipped off”’ and went to Pensacola,
Fla,, before coming to Mobile,

Meggson said his troubles began
many yearsago, ‘““When I was youngand
coming up, I stayedin jail and the pen,”
he said, *‘‘Half the time I was innocent,
I wasin Atmore State Prison, Kilby, and
a camp in Decatur, Ala,, and they beat
me like a dog with a six-inch leather
strap,”

The old man refused to go to the Mo-
bile welfare office with Sam Jackson,
director of the ICHC, because he felt
Jackson was working with the law,

So Jackson went to the office alone,
taking Meggson’s letters, John Sellers,
a welfare worker, said Meggson is eli-
gible for a pension, but hadn’t gotten it
because he hadn’t done the paper work,

Jackson was told to return the next
morning to pick up an ‘‘emergency
check” for Meggson, Sellers said
Meggson will be given a monthly pension
in the future,

Jacskon sald Meggson’s case is a
typical example in a city that has bub
grown an agrarian welfare system,
““The city must sophisticate itself,” he
said, ‘“The city needs more welfare
workers and a better understanding of
social problems,”

city inspectors pressure ghetto land-
lords to repair some of the substandard
houses they are renting to the people,

“This is a two-way thing," warned
Jackson, *“The Negrolandlords whoare
exploiting the exploited are not going to
be overlooked.”” '

The group ran into one problem dur-
ing its first phase--much of the gar-
bage gathered during the clean-up cam-
paign was left standing in front of the
houses because local garbage workers
were striking for higher wages,

The striking workers emptied gar-
bage in some streets and in front of City
Hall, But after some of their demands
were met, most of the men wentback to
work--and the trash was removed from
in front of the ghetto homes,

The college youths working for ICHC
also took about 150 ghetto children to
the anniversary of the Alabama State
Docks, The kids rode in boats and on
company trains, and were given free
Cokes, One youth said he drank 23 cups
of Coke,

On the Fourth of July,the ICHC spon=-
sored a big “block party,” The police
cooperated by closing off community
streets--but lpcal businessmen did not
respond very enthusiastically to re-
quests for help.

Greyson Mitchell, a Morehouse Col-
lege student, said some of the contribu-
tions were *‘shameful,’”” For instance,
he said, an official at Haas-Davis, a
large meat-packing company, told him
it was not a charity organization and
gave him a box of 46 wieners tofeed 500
kids,

A white man who runs a business on
Davis Avenue--in the middle of the
black ghetto--listened to Mitchell’s ex-
planation of what ICHC was trying to do
for the local children, and then said, ‘I
take care of that through the United

F'Illld."
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Bmlt in B’ham Nelghborhood

People ObJect to Funeral Home

BY BOB LABAREE

BIRMINGHAM, Ala,--The founda-
tions of a new building are just visible
now, above the plowed earth on a lot in
the Tittusville area of Birmingham, The
people responsible for the construction
talk proudly about the new funeral home
that will soon take shape there,

But last week, representatives of the
all-Negro Tittusville Civic League
showed up at a hearing at the city Plan-
ning and Zoning Department, to say that

Bibb NAACP
Holds Meeting

BY ETHEL THOMAS

BRENT, Ala, -- The Bibb County
NAACP held a sort of revival meeting
this week in Brent.

The guest speaker, the Rev, T, Y,
Rogers of SCLC, asked the ministers
present to come to Memphis, Tenn,,as
delegates to the SCLC convention next
month, At least five people should
come, he said,

Rogers said people must carry on the

rk of the Rev, Martin Luther KingJr,
-=who was killed in Memphis--and must
follow Dr, King’s successor, the Rev,
Ralph D, Abernathy,

““When President John F, Kennedy
was assassinated, we allowed the Vice-
President to be President,andaccepted
him,' Rogers said, ‘“Why can’t we ac-
cept Dr, Ralph? We must follow him,”

The speaker urged Bibb County Ne-
groes to unite, and not to depend on the
white man for help,

“Your sons and daughters graduate
from Brent and the only jobs they can
get is washing dishes in white folks’ kit-
chens,” he said, ‘‘If black people don’t
help black people, who's going to help
them ?*?

they are not at all proud of the new ad-
dition to their neighborhood,

“Tittusville is one of the finest Negro
sections in the city of Birmingham,and
here they are putting up a funeral home
right in the middle of it--somethingno-
body would want to live next to,’* said
W, L, Willlams, one of the lawyers rep-
resenting the group.

In the hearing, Willlams and the
group’s other lawyer, David Hood, ar-
gued that the construction of this kind of
business in a predominantly residential
area was made possible by illegal
‘‘spot-zoning,”

But Charles Healy of the zoning de-
partment said no zoning regulations
were violated when the building permit
was granted, The plot under construc-
tion is part of a relatively small area
that was zoned for light industry asfar
back as 1961, he said,

“They should have complained then,”
Healy said, ‘‘Peoplehadthe opportuni-
ty to call in and protestit, if they want-
ed to,”

The civic league’s July 11appealwas
denied, and this week the construction
continues,

Brown-Service, the company respon=
sible for putting up the new funeral
home, says it can’t understand why the
people are complaining.

““This came as a complete surprise

Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Right

The weekly meeting willbe at6:30
p.m, Monday, July 22, in the Mace-
donia 13th Avenue Baptist Church,
1405 13th Ave, N,, the Rev, A, D,
Blackmon, pastor,
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4;00 to 6:00 AM and 9:15 to 11:00 AM,
Jenkins from 11:00 AM ta 12 Noon, Monda; thru Friday,

and with Gretchen

Radio

Montgomery

Giant Two-Color Picture
Poster of the Late

Senator
Robert Francis Kennedy

Inscribed

‘Honorary Soul Brother’

A FRIEND OF ALL WHO
GAVE HIS ALL THAT THIS
MIGHT BE A MUCH BETTER WORLD

Special Discount Price Only 'l

Limited Supply--Order Today

LEE PHOTOS, Dept, 392, 5708 S, State St.,
Chicago, Illinois 60621

to us,’” said William Houghton, speak-
ing for the company, ‘“We thought we
were doing something that would be a
credit to the colored community,”

“Why doesn’t he build it next to his
house, if he thinks it’s so good?’” Wil-
liams asked, ‘‘Peoplearealways doing
‘good’ things for us,””

Willlams and others say one of their
main objections to the funeral home is
its ambulance service, which they say
will create an unpleasant traffic of bod-
ies being carried inand out of the build-
ing, often with sirens wailing,

“We don't want our children exposed
to this sort of thing,’” said Erskine
Charles Hayes, president of the civic
league. *‘*With so much violence nowa-
days, for them to see this every day
isn't good,”

Houghton, however, said this will not
be a problem, since the new funeral
home will not be operatinganambulance

service,

“Of course, the bodies have to be
brought in,”” he said, ‘‘but that’s done
in a tasteful way, through the rear
of the building,”

The two lawyers also seeanother is-
sue in the dispute, Williams noted that
Brown-Service is owned by white peo-
ple, but the new business, when it isfin-
ished, will be operated by Poole's, a
‘“‘colored’” funeral establishment,

““They wouldn’t be pushing this off on
us (Negroes) if it weren’t for the fact
that these people here are Negroes,”
Williams charged,

And, said Hood, the people in the
housing project next to the controversi-
al site are too poor or too old to do any-
thing about their new neighbors, wheth=
er they like them or not,

The people putting up the funeral
home, he said, are **harming the people
who can least protect themselves,”

Central Alabama,

135 Commerce St,,

LATT MARTIN doing another communuy service for WRMA llsteners
--teen-age record hops during the summer time, WRMA--Montgom-
ery’s first Negro radio station, serving all of Montgomery County and

WRMA

Montgomery, Ala,

264-6449

Senator

Eugene McCarthy
for

President

The people made him a candidate.

The people can make him President.

Office: Citizens for McCarthy
2008 Magnolia Ave. S.
Birmingham, Ala.
252-7632

Meetings every Tuesday at 8 p.m. 1n the auditorium of the
Crestline Branch of the First MNational Bank of Birmingham,

(Pd, Pol, Adv, by Citizens for McCarthy)

!l Mgﬁb

nnouncements

FOR A BETTER ALABAMA--The
Alabama Council on Human Relations
lhas active chapters in Birmingham,
Mobile, Montgomery, Huntsville, Flor-
ence-Tuscumbia-Sheffield,, Auburn-
Opellka-Tuskegee, Talladega,and Tus-
caloosa, It has a staff that works
throughout the state, The Alabama
Council 1s integrated at all levels:
its staff officers, staff, and local chap-
ters all have people of both races work-
ing side by side, The Alabama Coun-
cil wishes to establish local chapters
in every county in the state, If you wish
to join the Council’s crusade for equal
opportunity
write The Alabama Council, P, O, Box
1310, Auburn, Ala, 36830,

LOWNDES COUNTY RESIDENTS --
Applications will be taken until Monday,
July 29, for the following positions
which are now open in the OEO-spon-
sored Lowndes County Board of Health
Community Health Project (P, O, Box
236, Hayneville, Ala, 36040): one exe-
cutive secretary, one administrative
secretary, one fiscal purchasing offi-
cer, one clerk-typist-receptionist,
three clerk-typists II, one clerk-typist
II1, one training co-ordinator-counsel-
or, amd one bookkeeper, Job descrip-
tions and application forms are avail-
able at the Project Office, located in
brick building across from the Post Of-
fice in Hayneville, Ala, Applicants must
apply in person, and only residents of
Lowndes County will be considered,

CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS--The sub-
ject of the Lesson-Sermon to be read
in Christian Science churches Sunday,
July 21, is *Life,” A versefrom Rev-
elations serves as the Golden Text: *‘I
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, I will give unto him that is
athirst of the fountain of the water of
life freely,”

WELFARE RECIPIENTS -- Welfare
recipients and other poor people seek-
ing to defend themselves againstinjus-
tices in the welfare system--and to
change that system--have organized
into the National Welfare Rights Orga-
nization (NWRO), NWRO’s 171 groups
in 31 states have more than 6,000 mem-
bers, who directly represent the 25,000
welfare reciplents in their households.
Together they fight for adequate in-
come, dignity, justice, and democracy.
There are presently welfare rights
groups in the South in Mississippi,
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia,
Anyone wishing to join a group or help
form one in his community should write
to National Welfare Rights Organiza-
tion, 1762 CorcoranSt, N, W,, Washing-
ton, D, C, 20009,

TRAINING JOBS FOR VETERANS--
Government agencies can now hire
Viet Nam-era veterans for jobs under
special, non-competitive ‘‘transitional
appointments,”  These jobs--paying
from $3,776 to $5,565 a year--are for
veterans with less than one year of
training beyond high school, who have
the required qualifications for the jobs,
The veteran must also agree to take-at
least the equivalent of one school year of
education or training under the G, I,
Bill, Veterans must have had at least
181 consecutive days of active duty--
some part of it after Aug, 4, 1964--
to be eligible for these jobs, Vet-
erans remain eligible until one year
after their discharge or Feb, 9, 1969,
whichever is later, Interested appli-
cants may contact any government
agency they prefer, or any office of
the Veterans Administration or the
Civil Service Commission, or the Vet~
erans Assistance Center in Atlanta,
Ga,, or New Orleans, La,

and human brotherhood,

G, I, BILL STUDENTS -~ Veterans
who plan to enter school this fall under
the G, I, Bill should apply now for their
Veterans Administration Certificate of
Eligibility, and avoid the fall rush, Vet-
erans already in training under the G, 1,
Bill who plan to change programs ol
schools this fall must also obtain new
Certificates of Eligibility from the V, A,
Veterans entering school for the first
time should contact their nearest local
V., A, office, and veterans who are
changing programs should contact the
V. A, regional office which maintains
their records,

MEN'S AND WOMEN'’S DAY--The
Peoples First Friendship Baptist
Church will hold Men’s and Women’s
Day on Sunday, July 21, in the church
at 935 Early St,, Montgomer), Ala,
Men’s Day will be celebratedatlla,m,,
with Levi Watkins, president of Alaba-
ma State College, as guest speaker,
Deacon Robert Avery is general chair-
man, At 2 p,m,, Mrs, Eloise Jones
Blair of Wetumpka will be guest speak-
er for the women, Mrs, E, B, Ashle)
is general chairman, The public is in-
vited, Mrs, Gladys Avery, reporter,

BE CAREFUL--Athome, inyourcar,
and in all your vacationand weekendac-
tivities, it pays tobe careful, Try safer
living--for yourself, jour family, and
others who appreciate life, too, You
are involved--directly involved, seri-
ously involved--in the accident prob-
lem, Even if you afll your family and
your acquaintances, Dy rare odds, are
free of the misery and hardship of acci-
dents, jou still have a personal stake in
accident prevention, Every accident
that happens is an accident that might
happen to you or someone you love-=un-
less YOU prevent it, The Montgomer)
Traffic Commission reminds you that
authorities and organizations can de-
scribe the hazards, tabulate the statis-
tics, name the causes, and outline the
cures, But they cannot keepanaccident
from bringing suffering, grief, disabil-
ity, hardship, and perhaps even traged)
into your life and your home--unless
YOU are willing to accept your personal
responsibility to drive and work and
play and live with reasonable, consis-
tent caution, Now isagoodtime to give
thought--serious thought--to the worth
of responsible, accident-free living,

HELPING THE POOR--The Neigh-
borhood Organized Workers (NOW)are
trying to help deprived people obtain
needed income, jobs,and medical treat-
ment, We assist citizens by writingup
and filing job complaints and racial-
discrimination complaints with the fed-
eral government, Equipment, office
supplies, and volunteers are desperate-
ly needed to aid the poor, To get help,
to volunteer, or to make contributions,
contact NOW Inc,, 1100 Davis Ave,, Mo~
bile, Ala, 36603, phone 432-3252,

BAHA?’[S--The Baha’is of Montgom-
ery invite vou to their weekly fireside
at 8 p,m, this Saturda), at the Commu-
nity House,-409 S, Union St,, Montgom -
ery, Ala, For transportation,call 265-
9992, Meet Baha’u’llah,

VETERANS--If you are retired from
the armed forces because of a disabili-
ty, and you have not filed a claim for
compensation from the Veterans Ad-
ministration, you may belosing money,
You cannot receive militar) retirement
benefits and disability compensation at
the same time, But you CAN choose the
benefit that will pay you the most, And
severely disabled enlisted men will
usually get more from V, A, disability
compensation than they will from re-
tirement pay.

Would You

Who and when you should marry?
Who your friends and enemlies are?

Prof. Val

Palmist, Crystal & Psychic Reader

WILL TELL YOU EVERYTHING

YOU WISH TO ENOW !!

How to always get your wish?
Why you are so unlucky?

WHY WORRY

WHEN IT IS ALL SO UNNECESSARY
BISHOP GAYLOR

Suggests Wisely, Warns Gravely, Explains Fully!

Calling You By

!

How to make a person at distance
think of you?
How to restore lost nature? See mel

If the one you love loves you?
If you loved one Is true or false?
How to win the one rou love?

Your Full Name, Giving Dates, Facts and Actual Predictions Of
Your Past Life, Your Present Conditions and Your Future To Be!

There Are No Secrets Hidden From This Master Mind!

He is the only adept of the Hindu Occult Mysteries practicing in the
State of Alabama, who bears 20 years a reputation for his
honesty and integrity.

Located In An Office Building In The Heart of Town!

Bishop Gaylor warns you of these wandering Gypsy parasites who operate on trailer
wheels and downtown slum districts, who are here today and gone tomorrow!

I do not give advice outside my office--those claiming to be Bishop Gaylor, going from
house to house, are impostors, and I personally offer a REWARD OF $100 for the arrest
and conviction of any person representing themselves to be Bishop Gaylor, Bring this
card for speclal reading!

ltke to know?

TELLS YOU ALL ABOUT YOUR TROUBLES AND HOW TO OVERCOME THEM

LUCK HAPPINESS SUCCESS

lmochankmdlvﬂInﬂmooothMIOvoroome0hm.clumdmddenrun I wil

Tell You How to Remove Unhappiness. Banish Misery. Be Lucky. Regain Youth and Vigor.
Get Back Stolen Goods, I Lift You Out of Sorrow and Trouble and Start You on the Path of

Happiness. Why Be Down Hearted, Bick and Worried When You Oan Be Helped and Everything
Made Olear By Consulting This Gifted Reader Today.

PROF. VAL The Man Who Knows

Permanently Located At  Hours: 10 AM. to 8 P.M. DAILY and SUNDAY Look for Sign

718 Holcombe Ave. Mobile, Ala.

GOVERN BUS STOPS AT DOOR No Letters Answered
lh:fnmm Street Loop Call In Person

HOURS: DAILY ¢{
10 AM to 5 PM

CLOSED ALL DAY
Wednesdays and Sundays

NO LETTERS ANSWERED=--CALL IN PERSON

16 SOUTH PERRY 3T. MONTGOMERY. ALA.
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’ham Athletes
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Dominate Meet

N LA

AWARD CEREMONY AT JUNIOR OLYMPICS

BY BOB LABAREE

BIRMINGHAM, Ala, -- The contes-
tants at Shades Valley Stadium last Sat-
urday almost outnumbered the specta-
tors, About 350 athletes--ranging in
age from eight to 18--came fresh from
their regional finals in Birmingham,
Sheffield, Montgomer), and Mobile to
compete for top state honors inthe Jay-
cees’ Junior Olympic Track and Field
Meet,

Three former jJunior champs from
last year--Alvin Bresler and Werner
Beiersdoerfer of Auburn University,
and James Craig of the University of
Tennessee--kicked-off the afternoon’s
activities by running into the stadium
carrying the Olympic torch,

Last year--the first time in the four=-
year history of the program that Ne-
groes participated--Craig became the
first Negro to compete in the national
finals,

In the meet’s Pee-Wee division, the
parents were sometimes the best part
of the show, With arms flailing, mid-
dle-aged mothers and fathers leaned
over the railing and bellowed as their
eight-year-olds scampered through the
grueling 60-)ard dash,

For the youngest kids, if not for the
parents, much of the activity was just
for fun, Some real talent wasapparent,
though--like nine-year-old Billy Wil-
liams of Mobile, who managed to heft
the six-pound shot 23’ 61/4” for a
first-place medal,

In the older divisions, spectators
were treated to a good race in the boys’
intermediate mile (ages 15-16), During
the first lap, Jim Palmer of the Birm-
ingham University School found a
groove about ten yards ahead of Oscar
Morgan from Ullman High of Birming-
ham, Reyburn Brooks of Sheffield took
up the rear,

About a quarter of the wa) intothe last
lap, though, Morgan began to close in,
And 1n the final stretch,a burst of speed
carried him past Palmer and over the
line with a time of 5:01,9,

The grls’ intermediate 440-yard
dash couldn’t have been more different,
Brenda Fleming of Western High in
Birmingham took a big leadearly inthe
race, and never lost an inch until she
crossed the finish 69.2 seconds later,

The same was true of Horace Floyd
of Birmingham's Hayes High, who took
the bov’s senior 100-jard dash with

MALDEN BROTHERS
BARBER SHOP

407 South Jackson
262-9249
Nelson and Spurgeon Malden

[~ e o o e |
Gleaners for Christ

are offering prayers for anyone who
is sick, in trouble, heartbroken, or
distressed,

Whatever your problemsare, send
them to The Gleaners for Christ,
411 S, Lowe St,, Dowagiac, Mich,
49047,

This Service is Free
FRA AT o AR oAy

ANTI-POVERTY
PROGRAMS!

e

ADULT EDUCATION
CLASSES!

Ll Ll

SUMMER SESSIONS'!

Use The Southern Courier for in-
teresting, real-life reading mate-
rial,

It’s better than ‘‘Dickand Jane’’--
it tells people things they really want
to know,

Write to the Southern Courfer,
1012 Frank Leu Bldg., Montgomery,
Ala, 38104, for information about
special reduced rates,

room to spare,

In another exciting race, Birmingham
took another firstplace in the boys’ sen-
jor 880, Mobile’s Press Ross leaped in-
to a strong lead, but was passed by Jim
Pratt of Shades Valley High after the
first lap, From there on, itwas Pratt’s
race, as he won in a fast 1:58,

In the final tally, Birmingham ath-
letes took a total of 43 first places, 25
seconds, and 25 thirds inall age groups,
Mobile was second--but still far behind
--with 10, 22, and 10, followed by Mont-
gomery with 9, 6, and 7, and Sheffield
with 1, 8, and 21,

Birmingham will also be well repre-
sented at the National Jaycee Meet in
Eugene, Oregon, next month, Thearea
will send a total of eight athletes--in-
cluding two of Saturday’s double win-
ners, Henry Ray and Jimmy Harris of
Western High,

On Huntsville Force

Former Police Officers

BY JOEL ROSEN

HUNTSVILLE, Ala,--Two former
Huntsville police officers have charged
the city police department with dis-
crimination in hiring and promotion,
John Staten and Robert Booker made the
charges in a document prepared for
presentation to the U, S, Commissionon
Civil Rights in Washington, D, C,

Staten, formerly a detective with the
vice and narcotics division of the de-
partment, was forced to resign from
the police force several months ago, At
the time, he was also workingasa pub-
lic-school teacher, and his police su-
periors said he would be firedfrom the
force if he did not resignfrom his teach-
ing job.

Staten claimed, though, that he was
granted permission to take the other job
before he startedit, Other officersalso
have jobs to supplement their income
from police work, he said,

But in his work with the narcotics di-
vision, Staten pointed out, hearresteda
prominent Huntsville druggist and City
Council member, Tom Dark, Dark was
accused of failing to keep adequate rec-
ords on some of the drugs in his store.

The Negro detective was not allowed
to testify against Dark, and the charges
were dropped. Three weeks after this
arrest, Staten said, he was told that he
must resign one of his jobs,

Staten and Booker=--both graduates of
Alabama A & M College--also com-
plained about the hiring and promotion
of men on the police force, Both men
said they tried several times to pass a
test for advancement, But each time
they took the exam, they said, they were
told that they had failed.

Booker said he resigned from the
force when he realized his career was
“stagnating,”” “Ihad been there (with
the police department) four years as a
patrolman and notadvanced, while I saw

WEUP Radio Station
Huntsville, Ala.

Alabama’s only Negro-oﬁled and -operated radio station is proud to
announce the public service rendered to its listeners during the past

year,

Leroy Garrett, owner, has always had a close feeling to those whom
he serves through WEUP Radio, and feels that something should be of-
fered in return for the support given by the many listeners of WEUP,

The doors of WEUP stand wide open for this purpose,

Radio is a prime information source all over the world, and WEUP is
taking its place in the Huntsville community and serving well in this ca-
pacity, Some ways in which WEUP aids the community through its public

service facilities are:

Lost and found, death announcements, local occurrences,aidto all lo-
cal established government programs, school activities, religious activi-
ties and news, aid to charitable organizations, and other informative
items on the Marshall Space Flight Center, NASA, the armed services,

and special religious programs,

In actual cost, these services added up to$112,707,15 during the year

1967-68,

Leroy Garrett’s hope is that all people have gained from this service
as much as intended, and that, if possible,he can do more in the future,

Charge Discrimination

others coming and shooting by me,’* he
explained,

The two men’s formal statement
charges discrimination and favoritism
towards relatives in the department:

“Check the number of policemenwho
have resigned in the last two years,
check the relationship of department
heads and supervisors with those fel-
lows promoted within the last four
years, check the complaints onblack of-
ficers--and the punishments meted out
--against the complaints against white
officers and the punishments meted out,

“Check the recommendations of su-
pervisors when black officers had an
accident while driving a city vehicle,
as compared to the recommendations
when a white officer had an accident
while driving a city vehicle.

“‘And last but not least, check the ex-
perience, efficiency, education, and
over-all qualifications of the black of-
ficers compared to that of the white of-
ficers who have been promotedand who
will be promoted,”

Staten and Booker challenged Mayor
Glenn Hearn and Chief of Police W, F,
Dyar to a debate on the issues inques-
tion, This suggestion was quickly re-
jected by the two city officials, Hearn
and Dyar also denied any knowledge of
discrimination, or of the other condi-
tions cited in the ex-officers’ com-
plaint,

i

Mrs, Lena Frost of Demopolis,
Ala,, sells 600-1,000 Southern Cour-
fers every week in Marengo and
south Greene counties,

If you want to sell The Southern
Courier in your community, write to
1012 Frank Leu Bldg., Montgomery,
Ala, 36104, or call 262-3572,

SAFE!

No guess-work here, Only
experienced personnel han-
dle your good money...we're

at your service!

P.O. Box 728

We have an entire line-up of services to make
your banking convenient, So ‘‘swing’’ to the bank
that’s making a big hit with so many people and
businesses, We’re proudof our multitude of ser-
vices,..S0 stop in today. Open anaccountand in-
vestigate our many friendly services,

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

ALABAMA EXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

We Are an Equal Opportunity Employer

Tuskegee, Alabama

9000000000000 00000000000

FOR A BETTER
TOMORROW

In Alabama all our yesterdays e
e @re marred by hate,dlscrlmlnatlon,z
® injustice, and violence, Among the ®
o organizations working for a better ¢
® tomorrow on the principle of human ®
e brotherhood is the Alabama Council e
o on Human Relations, Membershlp:
:ln the Council is open to all whoe
e Wish to work for a better tomorrow ¢
® on this principle, For further in-:
e formation, write the Alabama Coun- ¢
$ cil, P,0,Box 1310, Auburn, Alabama, §

° ]
0000000000000000000000000
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The Freedom Quilting Bee

is a handeraft cooperative composed of rural poor people working togeth-
er to better their lives,

The quilts they make come in black and white, two or three solid col-
ors, or in mixtures of prints and solids, The co-op tries to match
colors for all its products, when specified,

““Hoot Owl"” Design Pot-Holder, . . . s eetsseansasssessa st
mm’t.l.......‘...l.l!..l..l...l.‘l.‘.lli$3‘50
Baby Bed Quilt (38%° X 80", s s vesnssnanansasesesis 1200
sm‘!e mmill (66’.386")........'ll‘......ll - ’.I$25I00
Double Bed Quilt ('73"186")........--..............330.00
Double Bed Coverlet Quilt (B0 X 106”"), » v o vovesossssss 535,00
King-Size Quilt (made t0 Order)s s sssvvessssssnseosssedi000

For orders or further information, please write:
FREEDOM QUILTING BEE

Rt, 1, Box 72
Alberta, Ala, 36720

Fhnonaty

. . . answers questions about
Junior Miss etiquette,
grooming and interests.

A. How do you know you'll
never see them again? It's really
funny how small the world is.
You may even start dating a
son of one of the people who
offered you a job. More im-
portant, you may want or need
one of these jobs next summer,
or after you graduate. Write a
short letter to each place where
you were offered a job saying
that you've accepted another
job for the summer — tell
where — and thank them for
their offer. They'll be grateful
that you let them know. and
you won't feel guilty.

Q. My hands look “rough and
red.” And I don't even have
dishpan hands! My problem is
that 1 love flowers and enjoy
gardening. Is there any way to
avoid the scratches, dirt, follow-
up scrubbing and broken nails?

A. Don't despair. There's a
way to enjoy pretty fresh hands
at the same time — wearing
gloves. Plastic gloves, that is.
Handgard gloves are “‘thin-
skinned” for perfect fit. And
they're strong enough so that
long fingernails won't break
through. When you're finished, W
save them for a few more uses
if you'd like, or throw them
away. Wash your hands. Apply
your favorite hand lotion, and
you've got pretty fresh flowers
and hands.

Q. What are some groovy
ways to brighten up the food
and the table when I'm having
a casual barbecue for my
friends? The salary from my
summer job can't quite stretch
for steaks! What's new in the
way _of “teenage dining?”

= _a

A. Color, color, color is the
name of the game everywhere
this year. For the main-dish —
“hot-dog kabobs" (sans cheese
or bacon)! Hot dogs are in
when fixed with exciting little
extras. Tomatoes. Mushrooms.
Bright green peppers. Even
chunks of yellow pineapple.
Serve them up at a wildly color-
ful buffet table. Where's the
color? Choose some Marvalon
adhesive covering that suits your
feminine fancy. Cover away:
old place-mats, bread servers,
vases and pots to hold pow-
paper flowers. Complement the
Marvalon pattern with Kleenex
dinner napkins in the new now
shades of Persian blue, gold or
avocado. Your colorful barbe-
cue will deserve a repeat per-
formance!

Q. Now that I've accepted a
summer job, do I have to con-
tact all the other people who
offered me a job? Some of my
friends say, “What a pain. You'll
never see them again anyway.”
What should 1 do?

KKK K

Get

THE
SOUTHERN

COURIER

For 3 Months

FOR ONLY $1!

(South only)

MAIL TO:
THE SOUTHERN COURIER
Room 1Q12, Frank Leu Bldg.
79 Commeroce St,
Montgomery, Ala, 36104

Address

City
Zip Code






